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The  Honor  Code  goes  ignored 


students  representing  each 
class  (Annemarie  Elvin  , VI, 
Rafael  Santos  , V,  Hoi  Nguyen, 
IV,  Kasey  Carroll,  III,  Darian 
Ghorbi,  II,  and  Daphne  Medina, 
I)  said  that  they  knew  that  the 
Honor  Code  forbids  cheating, 
but  only  a  few  mentioned  ly¬ 
ing,  cheating,  plagia¬ 
rizing,  stealing, 
and  vandalism. 
No  one  was 
aware  of  its 
origins  or 
creators. 
To  find 


out,  two  members  of  the  Honor 
Code  Committee  (a  parent,  Ms. 
Marilyn  Morrissey  and  a 
teacher,  Mr.  Aversa)  were  inter¬ 
viewed. 

The  subject  of  cheating 
was  first  raised  at  a  School  Site 
Council  (SSC)  meeting  in  the 
Fall/Winter  of  1998.  Since  ob¬ 
viously  there  was  concern  by  a 
significant  number  of  parents 
and  faculty,  a  group  was  in¬ 
structed  to  look  into  the  matter 
of  cheating  and  report  back  to 
the  SSC.  After  rampant  cheat¬ 
ing  was  acknowledged,  a  group 
of  volunteers  (including  par¬ 
ents,  faculty,  staff,  and  stu¬ 
dents)  decided  to  work  together 
to  curb  cheating  and  plagia¬ 
rism.  The  final  result  of  that  in¬ 
vestigation  was  the  formation  of 
the  Honor  Code  Committee, 
and  the  recognition  of  the  un¬ 
ethical  behavior  that  goes  on 
at  BLS.  But  the  Honor  Code 
didn’t  just  appear  out  of  thin 
air.  It  took  over  two  years  just 
to  agree  on  the  deliberate 
wording  of  it.  Other  schools 
and  colleges  were  contacted 
to  see  what  was  written  into 
their  codes.  There  were  also 
many  drafts  and  numerous 
changes.  Ultimately,  the 
Honor  Code  was  not  just  an 


By  Ashlyn  Garry,  IV 

Contributing  Writer 

All  Boston  Latin  stu¬ 
dents  are  familiar  with  the 
Honor  Code.  In  an  interview,  six 


o 


oath  to  not  cheat  on  tests,  copy 
homework,  report  on  test  infor¬ 
mation,  or  submit  someone 
else’s  work  (be  it  from  the 
internet  or  a  book),  but  a  man¬ 
ners  oath.  It  included  lying,  de¬ 
facing  property,  and  stealing 
other  people’s  personal  belong¬ 
ings  as  well. 

In  the  April  2002  edition 
of  the  Argo,  an  article  about 
cheating  was  written  by  Mimi 
Lai  (now  a  BLS  graduate)  and 
Hana  Yoo,  who  is  now  a  senior. 
226  Latin  students  were  polled 
about  their  ideas  of  cheating. 
Almost  half  of  those  polled  do 
not  consider  copying  work  to  be 
cheating.  An  alarming  sixty  per¬ 
cent  do  not  consider  asking  stu¬ 
dents  who  have  already  been 
tested  for  questions  and  the 
answerscheating.  One  won¬ 
ders  how  using  cheat  sheets 
and  getting  “help”  from  class¬ 
mates  during  a  test  could  not 
be  considered  cheating,  as  five 
percent  of  the  responders 
noted.  Yet  the  Honor  Code 
Committee  (and  the  school) 
consider  all  of  those  to  be  dis¬ 
honest  and  punishable  actions. 
The  issue  of  the  consequences 
of  breaking  the  Honor  Code 
generated  much  discussion 
amongst  the  Honor  Code  Com¬ 


mittee.  Suggestions  included 
an  Honor  Court  where  a  panel 
of  peers  punishes  cheaters.  But 
it  was  argued  that  even  the  of¬ 
fenders  deserve  privacy,  and  so 
the  idea  was  dissolved.  Others 
suggested  teachers  decide  on 
their  own  how  to  discipline  stu¬ 
dents  who  have  cheated.  How¬ 
ever,  it  was  finally  agreed  to 
have  a  regulated  and  equal  set 
of  rules  for  punishment. 

Violators  of  the  Honor 
Code  face  several  possible 
penalties.  A  zero  on  the  test, 
quiz  or  homework  is  one  possi¬ 
bility.  Another  is  contacting  the 
offender’s  parents  and  inform¬ 
ing  them  of  the  wrongdoing. 
Floor  masters  can  be  notified, 
assign  detention  and  tell  the 
Dean  of  Discipline  (Mr.  Fulton) 
of  the  matter.  Mr.  Fulton  is  able 
to  censure  the  student  and  give 
him  or  her  an  F  in  conduct  for 
the  year.  When  asked  whether 
or  not  there  has  been  an  in¬ 
crease  in  punishing  cheaters 
since  the  Honor  Code  was  writ¬ 
ten,  Mr.  Fulton  said  that  there 
is  “no  way  to  tell  for  sure.”  Since 
clear  records  have  only  been 
kept  since  March  of  last  year,  it 
is  impossible  to  compare  the 

continued  on  page  2 


PIC  Office  alive  and  well  despite  recession 


By  Stephen  Dewey,  I 

Staff  Writer 


The  economic  reces¬ 
sion  that  America  has  been  in¬ 
creasingly  experiencing  since 
last  September  seems  not  to 
have  affected  the  Private  Indus¬ 
try  Council  (PIC)  office’s  ability 
to  find  good  jobs  for  qualified 
BLS  students,  according  to 
Boston  Latin  PIC  career  spe¬ 
cialist  Ms.  Claire  Carpenter,  in 
an  interview  with  Argo  staff.  The 
PIC  office  is  a  nonprofit 
workforce  intermediary  that  le¬ 
verages  federal,  state,  and  lo¬ 
cal  resources  to  build  connec¬ 
tions  between  employers,  labor 
unions  and  providers,  and 
schools,  and  it  finds  jobs  for 
enterprising  students  and  fills 
positions  for  employers. 


News 
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“There  are  still  a  lot  of 
job  opportunities  available  to 
BLS  students.”  Several  times  a 
week  I  get  calls  from  busi¬ 
nesses  who  want  to  hire  high 
school  students,”  Ms.  Carpen¬ 
ter  said.  “The  recession  has  cut 
back  on  corporations  and  non¬ 
profits’  ability  to  hire  employees, 
but  there  are  still  jobs  avail¬ 
able.” 

However,  the  situation 
at  BLS  is  an  anomaly;  at  PIC 
offices  in  most  of  the  other  Bos¬ 
ton  Public  Schools,  employees 
complain  that  they  are  unable 
to  find  jobs  for  all  student  appli¬ 
cants.  Even  at  Boston  Latin 
Academy,  another  selective 
exam  school  in  the  BPS  sys¬ 
tem,  counselors  have  been 
hard  pressed  to  find  jobs  for 
qualified  students. 

“The  Boston  PIC  office 


gets  a  lot  of  calls  from  busi¬ 
nesses  who  are  exclusively  in¬ 
terested  in  employing  BLS  stu¬ 
dents,”  Ms.  Carpenter  said. 
“That  says  a  lot  about  BLS  stu¬ 
dents  and  the  impression 
they’ve  made  on  their  employ¬ 
ers.  Obviously  it’s  unfortunate 
that  things  aren’t  going  as  well 
elsewhere.” 

The  PIC  at  Boston 
Latin  is  about  more  than  work. 
It  tries  to  provide  students  with 
high  quality  jobs  that  provide  an 
opportunity  for  professional  ad¬ 
vancement,  and  it  keeps  teen¬ 
agers  on  the  right  track  by  pro¬ 
viding  them  with  interesting 
work  experience  and  expanded 
career  opportunities  and  in¬ 
sight.  Recognizing  that  BLS 
students  are  planning  to  attend 
college,  it  provides  students 
with  jobs  that  they  may  not 


consider  as  a  vocation;  this  is 
in  contrast  to  PIC  policy  at  other 
schools,  where  the  focus  is  of¬ 
ten  on  vocational  training.  Over 
330  BLS  students  have  been 
employed  by  the  PIC  office  this 
past  summer.  Furthermore,  it 
prides  itself  on  building  a  bridge 
to  the  workforce  of  the  future 
and  bringing  additional  income 
to  Boston  families. 

“We  can  get  students 
jobs  in  law  offices,  doctors  of¬ 
fices  and  nonprofit  organiza¬ 
tions  because  those  employers 
respect  the  commitment  and 
professionalism  of  BLS  stu¬ 
dents,”  said  Ms.  Carpenter.  “At 
the  same  time,  it’s  unfair  to  as¬ 
sume  just  because  somebody 
doesn’t  go  to  BLS  that  they’re 
not  qualified  to  work  some¬ 
where  like  that.  Nevertheless, 
that’s  what  often  happens.” 


While  funding  for  the 
PIC’s  high  school  offices  re¬ 
mains  sufficient,  recent  city  and 
state  budget  shortfalls  have 
forced  it  to  eliminate  a  similar 
program  that  it  used  to  run  for 
college  students.  Additionally, 
while  the  council  met  its  mini¬ 
mum  goal  of  employing  at  least 
4,000  students  over  the  course 
of  the  summer,  it  would  have 
preferred  to  employ  far  more. 
Employment  through  the  PIC  is 
credited  with  giving  youth  a 
motivation  to  succeed,  and  stay 
off  the  streets  and  out  of  gangs. 
This  increase  is  partially  cred¬ 
ited  for  the  drop  in  the  Boston 
crime  rate  during  the  late  90s. 

As  with  all  positions, 
one  must  apply  for  the  jobs  of¬ 
fered  through  the  PIC  office. 
See  the  PIC  office  for  applica¬ 
tions  and  job  opengings. 


LET  YOUR  VOICE  BE  HEARD 
The  monthly  meeting  of  the  School  Site  Council  is 
where  many  administrative  decisions  are  made.  Any 
student  or  parent  can  attend  and  let  their  opinion  be 
heard  on  a  wide  variety  of  issues,  such  as  the  recent 
honors  changes.  However,  only  elected  members  of 
the  council,  comprised  of  the  headmaster,  a  parent 
representative,  and  a  student  representative,  can  vote 
on  the  issues.  This  year’s  student  representative,  John 
Greene,  holds  the  vote  representing  the  entire  student 
body.  The  meetings  are  usually  held  on  the  last 
Monday  of  the  month  in  room  1 19.  The  next  meeting 
is  on  Monday,  October  21st. 


REMEMBER  CATALOGS? 

That’s  right!  After  a  three  year 
hiatus,  catalogs  will  once  again  be  is¬ 
sued  to  all  students.  Mr.  Flynn  and 
Celia  Ho  (’02)  are  collaborating  in  or¬ 
der  to  have  the  catalogs  available  in 
January.  In  the  catalogs,  there  will  be 
a  list  of  scholarships  available  to  BLS 
students,  the  names  and  addresses  of 
the  current  student  body  (in  addition 
to  the  last  three  graduating  classes), 
and  new  course  information  with  the 
current  Honors  information. 


DRESS  CODE 

Following  some  heated 
debate  and  a  forum,  it  seems  as 
if  the  designation  for  ‘inappro¬ 
priate  dress’  will  be  clarified  in 
the  near  future.  Plans  are  being 
made  by  the  student  council  to 
demonstrate  ‘proper’  dress,  in¬ 
cluding  a  ‘strike  zone’  from  the 
armpits  to  mid-thigh  by  utilizing 
pictures  and  other  methods. 
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Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Welcome  back  to  a  new,  fun,  and  hopefully  not 
too  stressful  school  year!  Here  at  the  Argo  a  few 
changes  have  been  made  to  bring  about  greater  student 


involvement  and  improve  communication  throughout 
the  BLS  community.  This  year  the  Argo  will  be 
publishing  seven  issues,  including  a  Graduation  Issue 
and  an  Orientation  Issue.  Also  the  Forum  has  evolved 
into  the  Editorial  section  which  will  include,  in  addition 
to  editorials  by  Argo  staff,  an  “Op-Ed”  section  with 
commentaries  and  opinions  submitted  by  students. 

We  received  an  overwhelming  response  at  the 
extracurricular  fair,  with  over  1 50  students  signing  up. 
Whether  you  are  a  sixie  or  a  senior,  the  Argo  is  your 
school  newspaper.  We  want  you  to  be  involved  and 
we  welcome  your  input. 

Thank  you, 

Johnny  B.  Greene 


AsKj| 

The 


Argo 


Where  are  all  our  senior  pranks? 

Well,  at  the  Latin  School,  we  are  in  the  business  of 
education  and  having  any  semblance  of  fun  is  not 
allowed. 

Where  am  I  going  to  find  a  prom  date  in  a  grade  that  is 
70%  girls?  ~ 

Younger  boys  are  the  new  pink. 


Are  there  not  clear  lanes  of  traffic  on  the  stairways? 

Explanation  for  the  mini  sixies!  Always  stay  on  your 
right. 

Where  are  all  the  Argo  babes? 

I  think  that  is  an  oxymoron. 

Why  is  James  Zhen  still  available  in  a  class  of  70 
percent  girls? 

Because  only  30  percent  of  the  population  is  available 
to  him.  Just  playing. 

What  are  some  rejected  headlines  for  this  issue? 

Due  to  various  levels  of  censorship,  many  headlines, 
however  catchy  they  may  be,  have  been  rejected. 
These  include  ‘New  Plugs  for  Drugs’,  ‘Back  to  Iraq?’ 
and  ‘New  Hope  for  Dope.’ 


Continued  from  page  1 
numbers. 

Yet  there  continue  to  be  three 
major  problems  that  work 
against  the  Honor  Code.  The 
first  is  failure  to  report  cheating. 
Students  continue  to  keep  silent 
in  fear  of  being  labeled  a 
“snitch.”  Many  students  do  not 
realize  that  the  Honor  Code 
includes  passive  participants, 
meaning  that  if  a  student  is 
caught  cheating  and  another 
student  knew,  the  student 
aware  of  the  cheating  could  also 
face  retribution.  Anonymity  is 
always  used  at  the  student’s 
request  when  cheating  is  being 
reported.  The  second  problem 
is  the  constant  cynicism  by 
students  of  the  Honor  Code’s 
ability  to  limit  cheating.  Finally, 


the  customs  and  culture  of  BLS 
that  can  turn  people  with  the 
ability  into  scholars  can  also  turn 
others  into  full-fledged  cheaters. 
There  is  a  longstanding  history 
of  hours  of  homework,  not  to 
mention  numerous  projects  and 
essays.  Students  that  are  able  to 
handle  the  challenging 
courseload  will  do  well  and 
flourish.  A  person  unable  to  cope 
with  it  will  often  turn  to  borrowing 
other  students’  work  and  ideas. 
Mr.  Aversa  still  “hopes  that  the 
kids  will  be  true  to  the  ideals  of 
the  Code  and  embrace  them  as 
part  of  their  own  character 
development.”  There  is  an 
ongoing  discussion  of  how  to 
better  enforce  the  Honor  Code 
and  how  to  better  support  those 
students  whose  behavior 


exemplifies  it.  Ms.  Marilyn 
Morrissey  puts  the  work  of  the 
Honor  Code  Committee 
eloquently  when  she  says  “The 
Honor  Code  is  the  result  of  many 
thoughtful  discussions  and  hard 
work  among  students,  teachers, 
parents  and  administrators.  It  is 
not  a  perfect  document,  but  just 
the  fact  that  it  now  exists 
elevates  and  emphasizes  the 
expectations  of  academic 
integrity  at  BLS.  I  hope  that 
students  feel  supported  for 
making  ethical  decisions. 
However,  if  it  is  to  have  its 
greatest  affect,  it  must  become 
a  living  document,  a  code  of 
behavior  that  is  embraced  and 
fostered  by  all.” 
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Mission  Statement 
Petere  Veritatem 


The  Argo  strives,  in  accordance  with  the  highest  standards  of 
journalism,  to  inform  and  inspire  its  readers,  to  provide  a  forum 
for  constructive  debate,  and  to  foster  understanding  among 
all  members  of  the  Boston  Latin  School  community. 
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By  Eleni  Gaveras,  I 

Staff  Writer 

Since  Reagan  was 
elected  in  1 980,  there  has  been 
a  crackdown  on  drugs  and  drug 
culture  in  the  United  States. 
This  crackdown,  called  the 
“War  Against  Drugs,”  has 
affected  the  jail  sentence  for 
possession  of  drugs.  In  fact, 
prior  to  the  drug  war  there  was 
little  or  no  sentence  for  the 
possession  of  illegal 
substances.  This  increasing 
level  of  enforcement  contrasts 
with  the  loosening  drug  policies 
in  Europe,  most  notably  in  the 
Netherlands,  where  possession 
of  soft  drugs,  mainly  marijuana, 
is  now  legal.  In  response  to  the 
Netherlands’  drug  policies, 
other  countries  such  as  the 
United  Kingdom,  Switzerland, 
and  the  United  States  are  now 
considering  the  possibility  of 
relaxing  drug  laws. 

One  of  the  greatest 
concerns  over  U.S.  drug  policy 
is  teenage  drug  usage.  Owing 
to  the  harsh  nature  of  current 
punishment,  many  teenagers, 
especially  in  low-income  areas, 
are  given  long  jail  sentences  for 
first  time  offenses.  The  problem 
is  that  as  a  result  of  being  in 
prison,  more  teens  are  being 
exposed  to  harsher  drugs, 
hardened  criminals,  and  harsh 
jail  experiences  in  a  critical  time 
in  their  lives.  This  is  also  a 


-  News 

The  new  face  of  drug  policy 


major  issue  for  the  state 
government  because  of  the  fact 
that  it  costs  more  to  jail  minors 
than  to  imprison  adults.  This 
often  relates  to  minors  who  are 
sentenced  as  adults,  since  they 
are  in  a  different  stage  in  life. 
Another  factor  is  the  huge 
discrepancy  in  the  percentage 
of  racial  minorities  being 
convicted.  In  Onondaga 
County,  NY,  where  just  9.4 
percent  of  residents  are  African- 
American,  African  Americans 
make  up  49  percent  of  all 
arrests  for  drug-related  crimes. 
77  percent  of  African- 
Americans  arrested  are  given 
jail  sentences,  while  only  19 
percent  of  white  arrests  result 
ina  jail  sentence. 

In  many  European 
countries  the  sentence  is  less 
harsh  and  often  there  is  no  jail 
sentence.  What  government 
authorities  are  looking  into  is 
that  due  to  this  deregulation 
there  are  actually  less  cases  of 
teenagers  who  have  tried  or 
became  addicted  to  hard  drugs 
like  heroin.  In  the  Netherlands, 
all  soft  drugs  are  legal  in 
specific  amounts.  Throughout 
this  area  there  are  cafes  where 
you  can  buy  marijuana  in  small 
amounts.  Considerably  fewer 
children  in  the  Netherlands 
have  tried  marijuana  by  the  age 
of  1 2  than  in  the  United  States. 
The  same  can  be  said  for  the 
number  of  15  or  16-year-olds 


who  have  used  heroin. 
According  to  Els  Borst-Eilers, 
minister  of  health,  welfare  and 
sports  in  the  Netherlands, 
“...the  data  shows  that  lifetime 
prevalence  of  heroin 
consumption  in  Denmark, 
Ireland,  Italy  and  the  United 
Kingdom  is  higher  than  in  the 
Netherlands.  With  regard  to 
countries  outside  the  European 
Union,  (i.e.  the  United  States 
and  Australia),  higher 
percentages  are  measured  for 
the  consumption  of  heroin, 
cocaine  and  amphetamines 
than  in  the  Netherlands.” 
However,  one  must  consider 
that  the  use  of  cocaine  in  the 
Netherlands  among  teenagers 
is  higher  than  any  other  country 
in  the  European  Union.  There 
is  also  a  large  problem  of  drug 
visibility  and  trafficking  in  the 
Netherlands.  Each  year, 
thousands  of  tourists  flock  to 
the  Netherlands  for  the  specific 
purpose  of  using  drugs. 

In  terms  of  heroin  use, 
the  number  of  addicts  is  rising 
in  the  United  States.  “This  is 
particularly  troubling  because, 
today  heroin  use  is  the  second 
cause  of  HIV/AIDS;  not  only  is 
this  drug  physically 
devastating,  it  is  also 
associated  with  a  high  crime 
rate,”  says  Dr.  Lena  Lundgren, 
Professor  of  Public  Policy  at 
Boston  University.  One  of  the 
major  reasons  Europe  is 
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looking  to  make  softer  drugs 
more  available  is  to  decrease 
the  amounts  of  hard  drug  users 
who  start  in  their  teens.  The 
major  opposition  to  loosening 
drug  laws  is  that  soft  drugs  such 
as  marijuana  are  a  gateway 
drug  to  harder,  more  serious 
drugs. 

There  is  a  definite 
divide  between  those  who 
support  legalization  or 
relaxation  of  drug  policies  and 
those  that  fight  to  keep  tight 
reins  on  drug  laws.  Drugs  are 
not  going  to  go  away,  and  now 
many  countries  are  wondering 
whether  or  not  a  “war  on  drugs” 


would  be  effective.  Several 
European  countries  are  now 
looking  into  ideas  of  “harm 
reduction”  where  an  addict  is 
given  drugs  in  controlled 
amounts.  The  same  research  is 
going  on  in  the  United  States, 
in  programs  such  as  needle 
exchange  programs.  The 
international  community  is 
taking  a  fresh  look  on  drug 
policies,  and  perhaps  the 
United  States  will  review  the 
results  of  this  new  trend  and 
experiment  with  the  system 
here. 


A  summer  with  the  King  of  the  Hill 


Alexandra  Allukian,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


With  a  newly  pressed 
shirt  on  my  back  and  black, 
polished  shoes  strapped  to  my 
feet,  I  pushed  through  the 
heavy  wooden  door  on  which 
sat  in  gold  the  inscription: 
“Office  of  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.” 
This  is  the  office  of  a  1967 
graduate  of  Boston  Latin 
School  (BLS),  Thomas  M. 


Finneran,  where  I  would  work 
for  the  summer  of  2002  as  a 
John  William  Ward  Fellow. 

From  the  hallowed 
halls  of  BLS  to  the  marble 
corridors  of  “the  Golden  Dome” 
at  the  “Top  of  the  Hill”,  as  the 
Ward  Fellow  in  Speaker 
Finneran’s  office,  I  worked  on 
a  variety  of  legislative  issues 
and  learned  the  importance  of 


legislation,  budgets,  and  how 
they  affect  our  lives.  I  also  had 
the  opportunity  to  interview 
Speaker  Finneran  on  such 
topics  as  legislation,  the  Red 
Sox,  his  experiences  at  BLS, 
and  first  declension  nouns. 
How  did  your  BLS  education 
and  experience  help  you  in  your 
career  and  as  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives? 
Boston  Latin  School  not  only 
supplied  me  with  a  tremendous 
educational  foundation,  but  it 
also  paved  the 
way  for  an  easier 
progression 
through  college 
and  law  school. 
It  was  BLS  that 
helped  me  to 
establish  a 
degree  of 
credibility  for 
basic  intelligence 
and  common 
sense.  It  also 
instilled  the 
qualities  of 
discipline  and 
perseverance. 
When  people 
learn  that  I  have 
graduated  from  Boston  Latin 
School,  they  know  I  am  unique, 
that  I  am  definitely  not  dumb, 
and  that  I  am  hardworking. 

As  a  former  BLS  parent  with 
two  daughters  who  graduated 
from  Latin  in  1995  and  1998 
and  as  an  alumnus,  how  do  you 
feel  their  BLS  education 
differed  from  yours?  Do  you 
think  that  BLS  is,  in  general, 


becoming  easier  or  more 
difficult  academically? 

I  think  that  the  BLS  curriculum 
was  a  bit  more  traditional  in  my 
day  and  there  was  definitely  a 
heavy  emphasis  on  Latin  and 
Greek.  Overtime  I  believe  that 
the  emphasis  on  Latin  and 
Greek  has  subsided  and  today 
there  is  a  greater  breadth  of 
subjects  available  that  are  not 
part  of  the  core  curriculum,  a 
breadth  that  encircles  and  fits 
appropriately  with  the  complex 
new  world  of  today.  The  BLS 
curriculum  has  evolved 
appropriately  to  today’s  diverse 
and  challenging  world. 

Which  part  of  your  BLS 
education  influenced  you  the 
most? 

Being  in  the  presence  of  smart, 
disciplined  people  who  created 
an  anxiety  of  the  fear  of  failure, 
and  the  need  to  improve, 
persevere,  and  ultimately 
survive. 

What  would  you  recommend  to 
current  BLS  students  so  they 
can  be  successful  after 
graduation?  Do  you  have  any 
specific  recommendations  for 
seniors? 

A:  Participate  in  extra-curricular 
activities  as  much  as  you  can, 
whether  it  is  athletics,  drama, 
or  the  school  paper.  During  the 
summer  months:  read,  read, 
and  read.  To  the  seniors: 
Remain  curious  about 
everything  and  relax-the  hard 
part  is  over!  (Author’s  note:  I 
think  the  speaker  meant  “relax” 
after  you  get  into  college.) 


What  was  your  funniest  or  most 
memorable  experience  at  BLS? 

[One  of  my]  most  memorable 
experiences  occurred  in  the  fall 
of  1965,  when  I  was  coming 
home  with  my  buddies  from 
football  practice  with  all  my 
football  gear  and  school  books. 
All  of  a  sudden,  the  lights  on 
the  trolley  car  just  went  out.  It 
was  the  Great  Northeast 
Blackout  -  all  the  lights  in  the 
Northeast  just  went  out!  The 
trolley  was  dead  as  a  doornail, 
so  I  had  to  walk  through  the 
tunnels  with  my  football 
equipment  and  schoolbooks  all 
the  way  to  Park  Street.  Then,  I 
went  thumbing  in  hopes  of  a 
ride  on  Tremont  Street  and  a 
huge  Continental  truck  picked 
me  up  and  let  me  off  at  the  big 
Keystone  buildings.  The  best 
part  - 1  had  an  excuse  not  to  do 
my  homework  that  night! 

What  was  your  class  rank? 
What  activities  (sports,  music, 
clubs,  etc.)  did  you  participate 
in  while  at  BLS? 

(Laughter)  Hmmmm?. .Class 
rank?.Ummmm.  I  was  just 
about  in  the  middle  -  definitely 
not  at  the  top!  I  wrote  sports 
articles  for  the  school  paper,  I 
played  football  and  ran  track, 
and  I  was  a  stagehand  for  the 
Drama  Club  -  they  used  me  to 
close  the  curtain  -  I  was 
definitely  not  a  thespian. 

Do  you  have  a  favorite  quote 
that  you  live  by? 

At  BLS  my  favorite  quote  was 
“Trust  everybody,  but  cut  the 
deck.”  Today,  my  two  favorite 


quotes  are:  “Ideas  have 
consequences.”  and  “The  road 
to  hell  is  paved  with  good 
intentions.” 

Can  you  recall  a  first  declension 
noun? 

A:  Uh  -  oh. ..(tilts  his  head  back 
slowly,  closes  his  eyes,  rubs  his 
face  with  his  hands,  leans 
slowly  forward. .groans,  rests 
his  head  on  his  hands,  begins 
to  tug  his  hair,  moans,  pulls  his 
hair  tighter,  tighter,  tighter,  until 
finally)  Navis?  (Author’s  Note: 
Now  don’t  all  of  you  go  running 
to  Ms.  Trainor  for  the  answer!) 
What  is  the  worst  job  that  you 
ever  had? 

(Laughter)  Night  time  security 
guard  during  the  dead-shift, 
from  7pm  to  7am 
What  subculture  were  you  a 
part  of  in  high  school? 
Jock/Wiseguy. 

In  what  year  will  the  Red  Sox 
win  the  World  Series? 

(Bursts  out  in  laughter.  He’s  still 
laughing  and  laughing  I  begin 
looking  aimlessly  around  the 
room.  I  tap  my  pencil  twice 
Should  I  laugh  with  him?  ...still 
laughing  I’m  hungry.  Tap,  tap. 
regret  asking  this  question.. 
Feeling  a  bit  uncomfortable. 
Still  laughing.  A  ham  and 
cheese  sandwich  with  Cape 
Cod  potato  chips  sounds  good 
right  about  now.  Laughs 
uncontrollably  for  about  two 
and  a  half  minutes,  until 
finally..).  Alexandra,  just  write 
“uncontrollable  laughter.” 
(Wipes  tear  from  eye) 
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Hollow  Honors? 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Editorial - 

Invasion:  The  last  resort 


As  many  of  you  know, 
Boston  Latin  has  expanded  all 
of  the  fourth  and  fifth  year 
language  courses  to  become 
honor  classes,  eliminating  the 
regular  portion  for  a  number  of 
reasons,  one  being  that  it  was 
believed  changing  classes  to 
honors  would  boost  enrollment 
for  fifth  year  language  electives. 
The  school’s  reasons  for 
changing  all  the  fourth  year 
language  classes  to  honors  are 
understandable,  but  the 
ubiquitous  honors  system  for 
fourth  year  students  under¬ 
mines  the  whole  concept  of 
honors.  Honors  classes  are  for 
those  who  want  to  achieve  the 
best.  Many  students  had  to 
work  really  hard  to  get  into 
honors,  and  the  school 
changing  all  the  classes  to 
honors  makes  their  efforts 
seem  useless.  The  same  goes 
for  the  new  English  Honors 
classes.  Many  students  spent 
time  doing  well  in  English  class 
and  were  required  to  take  a 
timed  writing  after  school  to 
enroll  in  this  supposedly 
“prestigious”  course.  With  the 
addition  of  extra  honors  classes 
and  the  elimination  of  timed 
writing  as  a  requirement,  it 
makes  being  in  honors  seem 
like  just  another  common, 
regular  course  that  everyone 
takes  at  BLS. 

Yes,  some  of  you  right 


now  may  be  thinking  that  we 
are  “BLS,”  one  of  the  best 
schools  in  America  and  that  our 
course  load  is  already  far 
greater  than  that  of  our 
counterparts,  so  it’s  only  right 
for  us  to  get  honors  credit. 
However,  attending  BLS  means 
that  we  already  want  to  be  the 
best,  we  want  to  succeed,  and 
we  are  prepared  for  the  difficult 
courses  that  it  offers.  Honors 
courses  should  be  given  as  a 
reward  for  achievement  not 
simply  attendance  to  BLS.  We 
need  to  do  the  required  fourth 
year  for  a  BLS  diploma 
anyways  so  that  shouldn’t 
entitle  us  to  honors.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  the  classes  were 
electives,  making  the  classes 
honors  courses  could  be 
understandable.  In  fact, 
electives  should  be  all  honors 
because  these  courses  are  for 
those  who  want  to  excel  in  a 
certain  subject  and  making 
them  honors  is  justifiable. 
Moreover,  many  students  have 
expressed  that  they  would 
rather  be  in  a  regular  class.  All 
the  hard  work  that  so  many 
have  put  into  trying  to  get  into 
honors  has  become  valueless. 
Simply  said,  just  because  we 
attend  Boston  Latin  doesn’t 
entitle  us  to  honors  credit,  since 
honors  is  a  privilege,  not  a 
requirement. 


In  recent  months, 
President  Bush  has  made  it  clear 
that  he  feels  Iraq  is  a  significant 
threat  to  international  security,  and 
to  his  own  people.  He  wants  the 
United  States  military  to  take 
action  against  Iraq  to  ensure  that 
Sadaam  Hussein  cannot  use 
weapons  of  mass  destruction 
against  the  international 
community  or  the  inhabitants  of 
this  country. 

Invading  Iraq  and 
overthrowing  Sadaam  Hussein 
seems  simple  enough,  but  there 
are  many  issues  that  complicate 
matters.  At  this  point  invading  Iraq 
would  cause  more  problems  for 
the  United  States  than  it  would 
solve.  The  United  Nations  does 


not  support  the  president’s  push 
to  send  the  military  to  Iraq,  but  it 
has  agreed  to  send  weapons’ 
inspectors  back  into  the  country, 
and  most  member  nations  support 
inspection,  not  invasion.  If  the 
United  States  attacked  Iraq,  it 
would  be  a  violation  of  the  UN 
charter,  and  it  would  be  without 
foreign  support.  It  would  also  set 
a  precedent  that  might  tempt 
some  stronger  nations  to  take 
over  weaker  counterparts.  For 


example,  what  would 
prevent  a  country  like  China 
from  invading  Taiwan  in  the 
same  fashion  as  a  possible 
US  take  over  of  Iraq. 

For  the  moment  the 
Bush  administration  must 
allow  the  UN  time  to  regulate 
Iraqi  weaponry.  If  the 
inspectors  do  not  make  any 
progress,  then  the  United 
States  can  re-evaluate  the 
situation,  and  maybe  the  UN 
will  consider  military 
intervention.  There  are  also 
questions  as  to  whether  the 
United  States  military  can 
have  any  success  in  Iraq. 
They  will  not  have  the 
support  of  the  Kurds  like  they 


did  during  the  Gulf  War,  and 
as  a  result,  ground  troops  will 
have  a  much  harder  time 
penetrating  cities  such  as 
Baghdad;  the  fighting  is 
going  to  last  longer,  and 
there  will  be  more  casualties 
both  civilian  and  military. 
They  must  also  be  prepared 
to  set  up  a  stable 
governmental  structure  to 
lead  Iraq,  if  an  invasion  is 
successful.  This  would  be 


necessary  in  order  to  prevent 
either  another  “Sadaam-like” 
dictator  from  taking  over,  or  any 
further  rebellion. 

There  is,  however,  one 
other  alternative  to  war  that 
might  be  more  successful  than 
inspection;  and  less 
problematic  than  an  invasion. 
First,  the  current  sanctions  on 
exports  of  oil  need  to  be 
changed  in  order  to  revitalize 
the  economy  in  Iraq.  The 
sanctions  were  originally 
established  to  prevent  Hussein 
from  getting  enough  money  to 
buy  new  weapons,  and  thus 
forcing  him  to  use  all  his  money 
on  food  for  his  country.  This 
however,  has  not  been  the 
case;  the  world 
has  seen  that 
this  has  only 
pushed 
Hussein  to  sell 
oil  illegally, 
spend  his 
money  to  buy 
weapons,  and 
still  neglect  the 
citizens  of  Iraq. 
If  we  lift  these 
sanctions 
wealth  will 
trickle  down  to 
the  lower  classes  and  hopefully 
boost  the  economy  and  build  up 
a  middle  class.  Throughout 
history,  middle  classes  have 
been  key  to  building  open  and 
democratic  societies.  This  plan 
offers  the  possibility  of  success 
without  loss  of  life  and  hopefully 
will  reduce  the  threat  that  Iraq 
presents  to  the  world. 


A  somber  day  of  remembrance 


September  1 1  th  was  a 
horrible  day  for  America  as  a 
nation  and  for  its  citizens  as 
individuals.  Mothers  and 
fathers  lost  children,  wives  lost 
husbands,  husbands  lost 
wives,  children  lost  parents, 
and  friends  lost  friends.  The 
nation  as  a  whole  was  filled  with 
fear  and  terror  when  it  was 
blatantly  attacked  by  terrorists 
whose  sole  purpose  was  to 
take  lives  and  instill  fear.  On 


No  metal  detectors 
grace  the  doors;  no  bomb¬ 
sniffing  dogs  patrol  the 
hallways.  Given  the  times  in 
which  we  live,  our  school 
building  would  appear  to  fall 
squarely  into  the  unsecured 
category.  Yet  closer 
examination  reveals  that  some 
security  measures  have  indeed 
been  implemented.  Asked  to 
comment  on  any  new 
measures  they  had  noticed, 
members  of  the  student  body 
had  varying  reactions.  Lily  Cho 
(II)  offered  this  insight:  “I  noticed 


that  day  America  received  a 
new  group  of  heroes  who  risked 
their  lives  to  save  the  lives  of 
those  they  had  never  met.  The 
heroes  were  many  and  varied. 
Some  were  policemen  and 
firemen  who  risked  their  lives 
everyday  to  keep  America  safe. 
Others  had  no  uniform.  They 
were  simply  on  flight  93  on  that 
fateful  day  and  could  not  sit 
back  and  watch  men  so  filled 
with  hate  destroy  the  lives  of 


their  unsuspecting  fellow  man. 
They  were  filled  with 
compassion  and  the  desire  to 
help.  They  became  heroes  by 
sacrificing  their  own  lives,  the 
greatest  of  human  sacrifices. 

The  men  and  women 
who  died  on  September  11th 
should  be  alive  today  enjoying 
the  simple  pleasures  so  many 
take  for  granted.  Unfortunately 
if  September  11th  is  made  a 
holiday  in  50  years  it  will  more 


than  likely  become  the 
equivalent  of  Presidents  Day  or 
Columbus  Day.  These  days 
were  made  holidays  with  the 
best  of  intentions,  but  have 
simply  turned  into  days  on 
which  cars  are  on  sale  and 
school  and  work  are  closed.  As 
a  people,  as  Americans  we  can 
never  forget  how  our  country 
was  changed  on  that  solemn 
day.  The  American  spirit  was 
revitalized.  Making  September 


11th  a  holiday  would  risk 
making  light  of  the  grief  of  those 
who  were  directly  affected 
through  the  loss  of  a  loved  one 
by  the  attacks.  Instead 
September  11th  should  be  a 
day  of  personal  reflection  in 
which  the  American  people 
solemnly  remember  the  lives  of 
those  who  died  and  the  ideals 
for  which  they  died. 


What  security? 


that  the  doors  close  after  4[pm] 
and  that’s  a  good  thing... but  it 
also  makes  forgotten 
homework  hard  to  get  back.” 
New  security  personnel  has 
been  added  as  well.  In  addition 
to  security  guard  Barbara 
Russo,  Boston  Public  School 
Police  Officer  Tonya  Owens 
has  been  stationed  at  Boston 
Latin. 

Still,  in  the  absence  of 
M-16-toting  National 

Guardsmen,  one  has  to 
wonder:  is  this  real  security? 
Webster's  Dictionary  defines 


“security”  as  “safety;  freedom 
from  worry.”  Not  metal 
detectors.  Not  bulletproof  doors 
and  bomb  resistant  trash  cans. 
Just  safety.  There  is  no 
perceivable  climate  of  fear  at 
BLS;  students  do  not  seem  to 
feel  profoundly  unsafe.  As 
Fahd  Abdus-Sabur  (II)  put  it,  “I 
have  yet  to  hear  of  or  see  any 
major  threats  to  the  student 
body  that  can’t  be  dealt  with 
already.”  If  we  don’t  have 
extensive  security  measures,  it 
is  because  we  don’t  need  them. 
Most  students  would  feel  a  lot 


less  comfortable  at  BLS  if  they 
had  to  show  an  access  card  to 
gain  admission  to  the  building 
and  if  every  abandoned 
backpack  were  treated  as  a 
potential  threat.  Katie 
Macdonald  (II)  shares  these 


sentiments.  “I  do  feel  safe  at 
BLS,”  she  says,  “I’ve  never 
really  had  an  issue  with  safety, 
be  it  my  personal  safety  or  of 
my  belongings.”  Perhaps  we  do 
have  some  safety  after  all. 


Letters  must  be  written  exclusively  to  the  Argo  and  must 
include  name,  class,  homeroom,  and  email  address  of 
the  writer.  Letters  should  be  200  words  or  less;  all  are 
subject  to  condensation.  Letters  may  be  dropped  off  in 
the  Argo  box  in  the  main  office  or  delievered  to  Robert 
Fitzpatrick  (103)  or  Kathryn  McDonald  (120). 
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Andrew  Freeman 


Op-ed 


Are  we  at  war? 


The  Oxford  English 
Dictionary  defines  war  as 
“hostile  contention  by  means  of 
armed  forces,  carried  on 
between  nations,  states,  or 
rulers,  or  between  parties  in  the 
same  nation  or  state;  the 
employment  of  armed  forces 
against  a  foreign  power,  or 
against  an  opposing  party  in  the 
state.”  The  United  States  is  not 
in  armed  hostilities  with  a 
foreign  power  or  with  a 
domestic  separatist  group. 
Congress,  the  sole  body 
charged  with  the  decision  of 
going  to  war,  has  not  declared 
a  state  of  warfare  between  our 
country  and  any  other.  We  are 
not  at  war. 

The  fact  is  that 
September  1 1th,  2001  was  the 
single  worst  incident  of 
terrorism  in  the  United  States. 
It  was  not  an  act  of  war,  an 
attack  waged  by  an  equivalent 
power,  but  one  of  terrorism,  an 
act  committed  by  people  who 
are  not  equipped  to  face  us  in 
open  combat.  When  viewed  in 
this  sense,  one  may  realize  that 
those  who  resort  to  terrorism 
have  in  effect  already  lost;  the 
attack  on  noncombatants 
signifies  that  they  will  never  win 
against  the  forces  antagonizing 
them.  Terrorism  is  the 
necessary  result  of  facing 


overwhelming  force  and,  the 
desperate  need  to  strike  back 
and  reclaim  some  semblance  of 
dignity.  Al  Qaeda  does  not  have 
the  power. 

The  fact  that  the  United 
States  faces  a  powerless  group 
does  not  prevent  it  from  striking 
at  us;  it  merely  assures  that  the 
damage  inflicted  is  not  mortal 
and  complicates  how  we  fight 
terrorism.  While  many  voices 
can  and  will  be  raised  as  to  the 
best  way  of  combating 
terrorism  on  both  domestic  and 
foreign  fronts,  it  should  be 
noted  that  terrorism  should  not 
be  viewed  in  the  context  of  war. 
We  cannot,  we  simply  cannot 
win  a  “war  on  terrorism”  any¬ 
more  than  we  can  win  a  “war 
on  drugs.” 

War  is  not  a  correct  term 
because  what  is  necessary  for 
war  is  either  pure  force,  or  total 
commitment.  A  limited  conflict 
cannot  end  terrorism  any  more 
than  a  Cold  War  can.  Any  part 
of  a  campaign  against  drugs 
should  focus  on  the  principal 
economic  factor:  reducing  the 
demand  in  the  United  States  as 
well  as  assailing  the  supply. 
Any  part  of  a  campaign  against 
terrorism  should  not  focus 
exclusively  on  destroying  every 
last  terrorist,  which  is 
impossible,  but  on  reducing  the 


number  of  people  who  want  to 
be  terrorists  and  resolving 
conflicts,  so  that  people  do  not 
feel  violence  is  their  only 
recourse. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  9/ 
1 1  is  being  viewed  in  the 
context  of  warfare  because 
such  a  factual  stretch  is  used 
to  justify  and  push  pre-existing 
political  goals,  such  as 
increasing  the  power  of  the 


president  and  his  immediate 
subordinates.  Attorney  General 
John  Ashcroft  has  extended 
his  own  power  in  the  Justice 
Department  through  the  Patriot 
Act,  which  authorizes  wiretaps 
and  other  semi-legitimate 
methods  of  observation.  The 
attacks  of  September  11th 
could  not  have  been  prevented 
by  wiretaps  or  reading  e-mail, 
but  only  by  a  traditional  system 


of  field  a-gents  infiltrating  and 
monitoring  the  activities  of  illicit 
organizations.  The  detention  of 
prisoners  with  few  rights  or 
access  to  defense,  or  the 
holding  of  suspects  indefinitely, 
is  not  only  illegal,  but  also  for 
the  most  part  unnecessary.  Very 
few  people  overstaying  their 
visas  came  to  attack  the  United 
States.  Trying  suspected 
terrorists  on  a  goodwill  basis 
under  military  tribunals  is  also 
unnecessary;  in  a  civilian  court, 
conviction  would  be  assured, 
unless  the  evidence  were 
shaky,  in  which  case  it  would  be 
unjust  to  try  someone  in  secret 
anyway. 

The  difficulty  of  coping 
with  such  an  atrocity  is  trying, 
but  in  a  democracy  we  are 
obligated,  if  not  expected,  to 
address  issues  rationally 
without  emotion.  Otherwise  we 
may  undermine  our  principles. 
The  distinction  between  war  and 
terrorism  is  important  because 
it  will  likely  affect  our  decisions 
for  a  long  period  of  time.  John 
Locke’s  social  contract  cannot 
guarantee  security,  but  it  does 
provide  protections  for  life, 
liberty,  and  property. 

Andrew  Freeman  is  a  member 
of  Class  I 


Ashlyn  Garry 

BLS:  More  with  less 


In  the  September  2002 
edition  of  Boston  Magazine, 
both  public  and  private  schools 
all  over  the  Massachusetts  area 
were  evaluated.  Boston  Latin 
School  is  the  number  one 
public  school  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  only  second  in  the 
state.  According  to  Michelle 
Bates  Deacon  (the  author  of  the 
article),  BLS  spends  the 
average  of  per-pupil  spending, 
$6,191.  While  there  is  the 
largest  student  body  at  Boston 
Latin,  we  have  the  highest 
average  SAT  scores:  599  for 
verbal  and  613  for  math,  and 
1 00  percent  of  the  student  body 
participates  in  the  SATs.  Also, 
our  MCAS  scores  are  the 
highest  in  the  state.  According 
to  the  magazine  article,  the 
misleading  student  to  teacher 
ratio  is  20-to-1  (although  one  is 
hard-pressed  to  find  a  class  of 
under  thirty  students),  and  the 
student  to  guidance  counselor 
is  288-tol.  Boston  Latin’s 
dropout  rate  is  the  second 
lowest  in  Boston  at  0.4  percent, 
and  practically  all  of  BLS 
graduates  go  on  to  college. 
Indeed,  Deacon  must  consider 
Boston  Latin  to  be  one  of  the 
best  public  high  schools,  for  she 
calls  it  “a  rose  among  the  thorns 
of  Boston’s  public  schools.”The 
runner-up  Boston  public  high 
school  is  Boston  Latin 


Academy,  which  only 
surpasses  us  with  a  lower 
dropout  rate  of  0.2  percent.  But 
our  better  in  the  Massachusetts 
area  is  Weston  High  School.  In 
an  area  with  some  the  highest 
property  values  and  income,  it 
is  no  surprise  that  Weston 
spends  among  the  highest  in 
the  state  on  each  individual 
student.  They  spend  an 
average  $10,537,  over  four 
thousand  dollars  more  than 
Boston  Latin  spends. Their  SAT 
scores  are  only  ten  points 
higher  in  verbal,  and  three 
points  higher  in  math,  but  they 
are  ten  students  to  each 
teacher.  Our  MCAS  scores 
average  about  five  points 
higher  as  well.  Also,  there  are 
1 83  students  to  each  counselor, 
considerably  fewer  than  BLS 
guidance  counselors  are 
responsible  for.  If  this  is  our 
competition,  all  students  ought 
to  commend  themselves  for 
performing  so  well.  Even 
though  BLS  is  in  the  inner  city, 
not  in  an  isolated  suburb,  we 
still  perform  excellently.  Yet 
imagine  what  our  scores  and 
rankings  could  be  if  only  we  had 
the  same  outside  funding  as 
more  aff-luent  areas  of 
Massachusetts.  While  a  multi¬ 
million  dollar  grant  was  recently 
received  from  Harry  Keefe  to 
finance  the  sorely  needed  new 


Library  and  Media  Center, 
perhaps  the  next  generous 
alumni  gifts  could  finance 
teachers  to  make  smaller 
classes.  Overcrowding  is  not  a 
problem  for  numerous  electives 
in  junior  and  senior  years,  such 
as  Advanced  Placement 
courses,  but  the  majority  of 
classes  have  a  minimum  of  at 
least  twenty-eight  students. 
Many  more  guidance 
counselors  could  also  be  hired 
with  million-dollar  grants, 
perhaps  enabling  more 
students  to  achieve  their 
potential.  More  guidance  staff 
could  also  provide  more 
support  and  direction  for 
struggling  students  or  students 
unhappy  with  their 
performance.  People  will  be 
more  likely  to  get  into 
prestigious  and  competitive 
colleges  with  increased 
attention  to  college  applications 
by  counselors.  With  more 
personalized  support  systems 
in  place,  students  and  their 
families  are  able  to  make 
better-informed  decisions  about 
college  and  beyond. 

Only  then  will  “sumus 
primi”  ring  true. 

Ashlyn  Garry  is  a  member  of 
Class  IV 


Glen  Ryan 

The  Smoke 
within  the  stacks 


Every  so  often  I  make 
the  journey  down  into  the  dark 
shadows  of  the  basement 
through  the  ravaging  crowds  of 
antsy  underclassmen  and 
enter  what  is  heralded  as  the 
most  superbly  fashioned  high 
school  library  on  the  east 
coast.  At  first  glance,  most  of 
the  students  seem  to  have 
settled  into  their  work,  while  the 
librarians  scrupulously  collect 
the  passes.  I’ll  stroll  down  the 
walk  and  marvel  at  the 
grandeur  of  the  computer 
section  or  at  the  fine  furniture 
with  which  fiction  room  is 
outfitted.  I  gaze  openly  at  the 
wealth  of  wood  paneling  or 
gawk  at  the  quaint  study  rooms 
which  hide  behind  locked 
doors,  quietly  secluded.  Most 
of  the  time,  my  excursions 
simply  amount  to  passing 
visits,  not  because  I  don’t  have 
material  to  study  or  that  the 
library  doesn’t  have  the 
resources  to  offer,  but  rather 
because  I  have  found  that  the 
abundance  of  arbitrary  policies 
has  weakened  the  educational 
environment  offered. 

Throughout  history,  all 
reputable  libraries  have  been 
established  to  share  the  wealth 
of  public  knowledge  and  to 
offer  an  atmosphere  where  any 
aspiring  scholar  can  attain 
erudition.  Without  respectful 


communication  between 
students,  the  potential  of  the 
library  to  offer  an  educational 
atmosphere  from  within  is 
dramatically  undermined.  For 
this  very  reason,  I  find  it  difficult 
to  understand  why  students 
are  separated,  cornered  and 
isolated,  often  without  justifi¬ 
cation.  Why  is  discussion 
frowned  upon?  Why  is  reading 
the  newspaper  not  an 
acceptable  activity?  The 
facilities  are  magnificent,  and 
yet  it  is  this  grand  splendor  that 
makes  me  wonder  why  stud¬ 
ents  are  turned  away  when 
seats  are  left  unoccupied. 

Libraries  are  erected 
to  be  havens  of  learning  and 
any  building  that  abstains  from 
fostering  this  principle  by  un¬ 
necessarily  limiting  interaction 
and  attendance  is  living  a  lie 
by  describing  themselves  as 
such.  I  would  rather  sit  alone 
in  a  musty  corner  of  the 
basement  and  read  my 
newspaper  than  be  herded  in¬ 
to  isolation  by  unsubstantiated 
policies,  left  only  to  gaze  upon 
the  continually  unused 
benefits  of  a  cozy  leather  sofa. 


Glen  Ryan  is  a  member  of 
Class  I 
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Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Mr.  Nigdelioglu 


What  subject(s)  do  you  teach? 
Physics. 

Where  did  you  grow  up? 

In  Istanbul,  Turkey. 

What  college(s)  did  you  attend? 
What  did  you  major  in? 

I  attended  Bogazici  University 
in  Istanbul,  and  I  majored  in 
teaching  physics.  I  earned  an 
MBA  at  GYTE,  Istanbul. 

Why  did  you  decide  to  be  a 
teacher? 

I  enjoy  helping  others  find 
success. 

How  about  previous  jobs/ 
teaching  experiences? 

This  is  my  fifth  year  in  teaching; 
before  I  worked  in  several  sales 
and  marketing  companies. 

What  brings  you  to  BLS? 

I  came  to  BLS  as  a  Fulbright 
Exchange  teacher  for  one  year, 
having  swapped  with  Mr.  Jesse 
Southwick. 

What  do  you  like  about  this 
school  so  far? 

My  colleagues  have  been  very 
helpful.  I  would  like  to  thank 
them. 

What  is  your  favorite  quote? 
One  I  heard  recently:  ‘It  is 
important  people  who  are  most 
aware  of  the  significance  of  all 
the  others.’  -Malcolm  S. 
Forbes 


Mrs.  McCleary- 
Cannon 

What  subject(s)  do  you  teach? 
Latin  8,  Latin  IIA,  and  Latin  MB. 

Where  did  you  grow  up? 
Dorchester,  MA.  I  still  live  there. 

What  college(s)  did  you  attend? 
What  did  you  major  in? 

I  attended  Harvard  and  majored 
in  Classics  -  and  I’m  also  a  BLS 
alumna  ('93). 

Why  did  you  decide  to  be  a 
teacher? 

I  enjoy  working  with  high  school 
students  and  being  a  positive 
influence  on  young  people.  It’s 
a  great  way  to  give  something 
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to  others.  I  also  enjoy  and  value 
classical  studies — history, 
myths,  literature. 

How  about  previous  jobs/ 
teaching  experiences? 

I  taught  Ancient  History,  Latin, 
and  Greek  at  the 
Commonwealth  School  (an 
independent  high  school  in 
Copley  Square)  for  five  years.  I 
was  also  the  Director  of 
Admissions  for  one  year.  In 
college,  I  worked  as  a 
basketball  statistician. 

What  brings  you  to  BLS? 

I  am  drawn  to  the  place  since  I 
had  a  wonderful  experience 
here.  As  a  Latin  teacher,  what 
better  place  to  teach  than  at 
BLS?  Also,  I  have  always  lived 
in  Dorchester  and  want  to  work 
with  students  who  live  in  the 
city. 

What  do  you  like  about  this 
school  so  far? 

The  students  are  so  great — for 
the  most  part  very  eager,  but 
they  also  smile  in  the  halls.  I 
love  the  traditions — can’t  wait 
for  the  pre-Thanksgiving  pep 
rallies! 


Ms.  Carpenter 


What  subject(s)  do  you  teach? 

I  work  in  the  PIC  office  (Boston 
Private  Industry  Council).  I  help 
students  write  resumes,  learn 
interview  skills,  and  get 
connected  with  jobs, 
internships,  and  volunteer 
opportunities  in  the  community. 

Where  did  you  grow  up? 

I  grew  up  in  a  small  farming 
town  in  the  Mississippi  Delta 
called  Tallulah,  VA. 

What  college(s)  did  you  attend? 
What  was  your  major? 

I  attended  Tulane  University  in 
New  Orleans  as  an 
undergraduate  and  got  a 
bachelor’s  degree  in  English.  I 
went  to  the  Tulane  School  of 
Public  Health  and  Tropical 
Medicine  for  graduate  school, 
where  I  got  a  master’s  degree 
in  Community  Health  Service 
with  a  focus  in  Maternal  and 
Child  Health. 

What  are  your  previous  jobs/ 
teaching  experiences? 

I  was  a  lifeguard  all  through 
college.  After  college,  I  worked 
at  the  Tulane  Cancer  Center  as 
an  administrative  assistant  and 
volunteer  coordinator.  Before  I 
started  working  with  PIC,  I 
worked  at  Children's  Hospital  in 
the  Adolescent  Medicine 
division.  I  coordinated  a  grant 
and  ran  a  peer  program  within 
the  Center  for  Young  Women’s 
Health. 

What  do  you  like  about  the 
school  so  far? 


I’m  really  enjoying  working  with 
such  motivated,  responsible, 
and  outgoing  students!  I’m  so 
proud  of  all  the  students  that 
I’ve  placed  in  jobs  and  with  the 
students  I’m  working  with  on  the 
volunteer  program  we’re 
developing. 

What  is  your  favorite  proverb/ 
piece  of  advice? 

My  dad  always  says  “Many 
hands  make  light  work,”  and 
unfortunately,  that’s  the  quote 
that  always  pops  into  my  head 
when  I  have  to  give  a  quote.  It’s 
true,  though! 

Any  additional  info  you’d  like  to 
share? 

If  you  want  to  get  involved  in  a 
great  new  developing  volunteer 
program  at  BLS,  come  by  the 
PIC  office.  The  program  is 
called  Populi  Primi  and  there 
are  lots  of  great  opportunities 
to  get  involved  in  the 
community.  Also,  stop  by  to  find 
out  about  jobs  and  internships 
during  the  school  year  and  the 
summer. 


I  worked  in  an  internship  at 
Latin  School  from  1 997  to  1 998 
and  was  employed  by  the 
Lowell  Public  Schools  from 
1998  to  2002. 

What  brings  you  to  BLS? 

I  loved  my  last  job,  but  the 
prospect  of  working  with 
Boston’s  best  young  minds 
lured  me  away  from  Lowell  and 
into  BLS! 

What  do  you  like  about  the 
school  so  far? 

Everything  -  the  students,  the 
faculty,  the  facility,  my 
schedule...  I  could  fill  the  rest 
of  the  page. 

What  is  the  favorite  quote/ 
proverb/piece  of  advice? 
Someone  once  said  to  me, 
“Students  don’t  remember  what 
you  say,  only  sometimes 
remember  what  you  do,  but 
always  remember  how  you 
make  them  feel.”  As  teachers, 

I  think  we  sometimes  lose  sight 
of  this;  I  do  my  best  to  keep  this 
in  the  forefront  of  my  mind. 


Ms.  Fulwider  ^s*  ^onS 


What  subject(s)  do  you  teach? 
English 

Where  did  you  grow  up? 

In  Hamilton,  Massachusetts, 
about  45  minutes  north  of 
Boston,  on  the  North  Shore. 

Whatcollege(s)  did  you  attend? 
What  was  your  major? 

I  attended  Gordon  College  and 
majored  in  English,  earning  a 
bachelor’s  degree,  and  also 
attended  Simmons  College, 
earning  a  master’s  degree  in 
education. 

How  did  you  decide  to  become 
a  teacher? 

I  thought  I’d  try  teaching  in 
college,  so  I  worked  in  the 
college’s  academic  support 
center,  helping  students  write 
papers.  I  also  taught  English  as 
a  second  language,  and  was 
able  to  work  with  people  of  all 
ages  and  from  a  myriad  of 
backgrounds.  I  loved  every 
moment  of  the  teaching,  and 
decided  I  wanted  to  work  in  the 
field  full  time. 

What  are  your  previous  jobs/ 
teaching  experiences? 


What  subjects  do  you  teach? 

I  am  a  7th  and  8th  grade 
guidance  counselor. 

Where  did  you  grow  up? 

I  grew  up  in  Hong  Kong  and  in 
England. 

What  college(s)  did  you 
attend?  What  was  your  major? 
I  attended  the  University  of 
London  and  earned  a  B.S.  in 
Sociology.  I  also  earned  a 
M.S.W.  at  the  University  of 
Hong  Kong  and  a  M.Ed.  in 
counseling  at  Queens  College. 

What  types  of  jobs  and 
teaching  experiences  have  you 
held  in  the  past? 

I  have  been  a  mental  health 
therapist  at  Family  Service  of 
Greater  Boston,  a  guidance 
counselor  at  both  the  C.R. 
Edwards  Middle  School  and 
the  Taft  Middle  School 

What  brings  you  to  BLS? 

I  have  worked  at  the  Edwards 
for  over  1 0  years.  I  feel  now  that 
it  is  time  for  me  to  move  on. 

What  do  you  like  about  the 
school  so  far? 

I  am  impressed  with  the  level 


of  parental  involvement  at  BLS 
and  am  also  delighted  to  see 
the  motivation  and  concern 
from  the  students  about  their 
academic  future  at  this  grade 
level. 

What  is  your  favorite  quote/ 
proverb/piece  of  advice? 

“A  quitter  never  wins.  A  winner 
never  quits.” 


Dr.  Weiffenbach 


What  subject(s)  do  you  teach? 
Biology  I. 

Where  did  you  grow  up? 

I  grew  up  in  Washington,  D.C. 
and  Winchester, 

Massachusetts. 

What  college(s)  did  you  attend? 
What  did  you  major  in? 

I  attended  Emmanuel  College, 
and  majored  in  Biology.  I  also 
attended  Brandeis  University 
and  earned  a  Ph.D.  in  Genetics 
and  Molecular  Biology.  I  also 
attended  Simmons  Collge  and 
earned  a  M.A.T.  in  high  school 
Science. 


Why  did  you  decide  to  be  a 
teacher? 

I  used  to  work  for  a 
biotechnology  company.  I  liked 
the  science,  but  I  did  not  like 
working  for  the  company.  I 
became  interested  in  teaching 
because  of  the  unusual 
learning  styles  of  my  two 
children. 

How  about  previous  jobs/ 
teaching  experiences? 

I  used  to  teach  gifted  students 
in  the  Milton  Public  School 
system.  I  taught  Math  and 
Science.  I  held  this  job  for  two 
years. 

What  brings  you  to  BLS? 

I  wanted  to  teach  science  at  a 
higher  level  than  I  did  in  Milton. 

I  am  excited  to  be  working  with 
such  a  great  group  of  students 
and  teachers. 

What  do  you  like  about  this 
school  so  far? 

I  like  the  way  the  students  come 
to  school  interested  in  learning. 

What  is  your  favorite  quote? 
“Intelligence  is  like  a  four-wheel 
drive  vehicle.  Sometimes  you 
get  stuck  in  unusual  places.” 
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Girls  Soccer 


By  St.  John  Barned-Smith,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


Boys  Soccer  is  making 
giant  strides  this  year  as  a  new 
and  more  powerful  defense 
rears  its  head.  Although  the 
team  has  a  losing  record  (0-6- 
1 ),  this  does  not  reflect  the  hard 
work  that  the  team  puts  into 
each  and  every  game.  They 
are  at  a  distinct  disadvantage 
against  suburban  schools  such 
as  Wayland,  Westford  and 
Concord-Carlisle,  yet  they  tied 
Concord-Carlisle  and  have 
been  staying  close  in  games. 

The  team  has  a  lot  of 
talent,  including  ten  seniors, 
and  has  made  defense  its 
calling  card.  Says  Captain 
David  Hourrihan,  “Our  defense 
is  definitely  our  strongest  point. 
We  are  averaging  only  two 
goals  a  game,  which  is  a  huge 
difference  from  past  BLS  teams 
who  often  got  blown  out...  it  is 


Content  for  this  article  was 
provided  by  Michael  Slade  (V) 
and  Benjamin  Morris  (V). 


definitely  the  strongest  part  of 
our  game.”The  team  is  on  pace 
to  allow  only  half  the  goals 
scored  against  them  last  year. 
Captains  Glen  Ryan  (I)  and 
Joshua  Stuart-Shor  (I)  are 
enthusiastic  and  optimistic 
about  this  season.  They  are 
working  hard  to  bring  together 
a  strong  team  that  will  not  be 
taken  lightly  by  their 
wealthier  and  larger 
opponents’  teams  by 
training  harder  and 
getting  the  team  in 
better  shape  so  no 
force  can 
stand 
against 
them. 
Judging  by  the  hard 
work  and  talent  they  have,  this 
is  a  team  ready  to  turn  the 
corner. 


By  Kristen  Orthman,  II 

Contributing  Writer 

Experience,  energy 
and  leadership  are  carrying  the 
Lady  Wolfpack  into  the  2002 
soccer  season.  Led  by  Coach 
Kelly  and  senior  captains 
Alexandra  Allukian,  Jodine 
Brown,  Courtney 
Carthas  and  Eva  Erlich, 
this  year’s  squad  hopes 
to  compete  for  the  Dual 
County  League  Championship. 
Returning  goalkeeper  Katie 
Barnes  (II)  and  midfielders 
Amanda  Kessler  (II)  and 
Mariana  Sorango  (II),  all 
juniors,  anchor  a  solid  team 
both  on  and  off  the  field. 
Newcomer  Caitlin  Glynn  has 
also  fit  in  nicely  in  the  midfield 
position.  Rotating  defensively 
along  with  Carthas  and  Erlich 
are  senior  Aislinn  Doherty  and 
juniors  Caitlin  Kean  and 
Katherine  Walsh.  The  girls 
opened  the  season  with  a  duel 
against  Wayland  ending  in  a 


draw  at  1-1.  Coming  off  of  a 
tough  season,  the  team  has  a 
positive  outlook  for  this  year 
and  with  its  veteran  leadership, 
the  team  has  a  promising 
future.  However,  losing  seniors 
Allukian,  Brown,  Carthas, 
Doherty,  Erlich,  Becca 
Kaufman  and  Jessica  Rosewitz 
all  to  graduation  this  June,  the 
team  will  have  some  shoes  to 
fill  for  next  year’s  squad.  As  for 
this  season,  with  a  difficult 
schedule  in  the  competitive 
Dual  County  League,  this 
talented  squad  hopes  for  a 
trophy  in  the  near  future. 


Girls  Swimming  creates  tidal  wave 


By  Alexandra  Allukian,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


What  has  100  legs, 
1 00  eyes,  1 00  ears,  1 600  teeth, 
and  wears  50  bathing  caps 
when  it  goes  in  the  water?  Need 
some  hints?  You’ve  seen 
them.  We’ve  all  seen  them!  As 
it  walks  down  the  corridor,  all 
eyes  stare  as  its  50  overflowing 
duffel  bags  bang  methodically 
into  the  side  of  its  legs,  hidden 
beneath  its  purple  elastic-ankle 
sweat  pants  with  every  step.  It 
is  a  creature  that  lurks  both  on 
land  as  well  as  in  water.  It  is 
none  other  than  the  ferocious, 
charismatic  and  fearless  BLS 
Girls’  swim  team. 

Whether  unexpectedly 


throwing  his  favorite 
Shakespeare  line  “Wherefore 
art  thou?”  at  his  swimmers  or 
enthralling  his  talented  squad 
with  his  impassioned, 
empowering,  motivational 
speeches  that  only  become 
tastier  to  the  ears  with  time, the 
legendary  Head  Coach  Bruce 
Connolly  is  now  in  his  26th  year 
of  paving  the  way  to  victory  for 
the  BLS  Girls’  Swim  Team. 

Holding  the  end  of  the 
leash  of  this  magnificent, 
ferocious  water  beast  are  four 
very  brave  BLS  seniors:  Katie 
“the  Graceful”  Galeota,  Caitlin 
“the  Slick”  Sullivan,  Emily  “the 
Dazzling”  Dervan,  and  Maura 
“the  Cunning”  Connors.  When 
asked  about  the  outlook  of  this 


year’s  talented  squad,  Coach 
Connolly  stated  that  “because 
of  an  outstanding  group  of 
upper  class  members,  I  feel  the 
outlook  is  very  positive.”  The 
“outstanding  group  of  upper- 
class  members”  who  are 
holding  down  the  fort  and 
setting  the  standard  for  the 
squad  are  seniors:  Courtney 
Sybertz,  who  can  be  found 
tearing  down  the  pool  in  the 
500-Fly,  Katie  Galeota  grooving 
in  the  1 00-Free,  Caitlin  Sullivan 
slicing  through  the  water  in  both 
the  100-Back  and  200-Free, 
Emily  Dervan  dicing  up  the  200- 
Free,  and  Maura  Connors 
conquering  the  100-Breast. 
However,  the  team  would  not 
be  near  complete  without 


invaluable  seniors  Hilary 
Baxter,  Caitlin  O’  Brien  and 
Courtney  Sybertz,  who 
vigorously  practice  their  water 
aerobics  between  sets  in  Lane 
5  in  hopes  of  one  day  attaining 
their  goal  of  establishing  their 
own  synchronized  swimming 
team  for  the  Aquatics 
Department  at  BLS.  In  fact,  the 
dedicated  Hilary  “the  Beguiling” 
or  “the  Bruiser”  Baxter  is 
committed  to  do  whatever  it 
takes  to  improve  the  time  on  her 
event:  the  1675-yard,  one- 
armed  butterfly  (right  arm). 
Those  amazing  swimmers  of 
Lane  2  are  none  other  than  the 
amazing  seniors,  Siobhan  “the 
Ferocious”  Forbes,  Jenna  “the 
Magnificent”  Meade,  as  well  as 


last  year’s  MVP,  junior  Sharon 
“the  Super”  Silverman. 
Unfortunately,  not  all  is  peachy 
for  the  swimming  squad. 
Sidelined  with  a  shoulder  injury, 
senior  Sarah  Connolly  provides 
undying  support  and 
encouragement  for  her 
teammates. 

Whether  you  love  the  sport 
of  swimming  or  simply  are 
enthralled  by  the  smell  of 
chlorine  on  a  fall  afternoon, 
definitely  come  watch  this  1 00- 
legged,  100-eyed, 100-eared, 
1600-toothed,  50-bathing  cap- 
wearing  awesome  creature 
work  its  renowned  magic- 
kicking  butt  in  the  Dual  County 
League!! 


Girls  Volleyball 
dominates  the  DCL  Again 


By  St.  John  Barned-Smith,  II 

Staff  Writer 

Celebrating  in  the 
wake  of  the  annihilation  of 
Acton,  the  girls’  volleyball  team 
is  riding  high.  Having  won  five 
out  of  six  games,  they  are 
looking  just  as  strong  as  they 
were  last  year  and  their  DCL 
opponents  are  not  quite  as 
sharp  as  they  once  were. 

Their  first  game,  one 
against  Bedford,  was  an  easy 
conquest.  The  competition 
grew  against  Lincoln-Sudbury, 
where  the  team  took  two  out  of 
three  matches.  In  Brockton, 
they  suffered  a  painful  defeat, 
but  redeemed  themselves  a 
few  days  later  against  Concord, 


which  is  touted  as  one  of  the 
DCL’s  more  competitive  teams, 
in  a  home  game. 


The  girls’  team  is 
looking  particularly  strong  this 
year  under  the  leadership  of 
Jenny  Cheng  (I),  Sarah  Choi  (I), 
and  Karen  Chui  (II).  Practice  is 
long,  fun,  and  productive, 
lasting  from  3  to  5  p.m.  on  some 
days.  Every  day  includes 


stretching  and  running  before 
the  coach’s  arrival,  followed  by 
peppering  (bumping,  setting, 
and  spiking). 
They  then  work 
on  serving  and 
intense  spiking 
drills  through 
rotation, 
practicing  every 
part  of  the  game 
and  honing  their 
skills  to  per¬ 
fection  0-0  or  at  least  to  victory. 

The  girls  are  ready  to 
win  and  are  confident  in  their 
ability  to  succeed.  This 
determined  and  talented  team 
should  have  no  problems  taking 
home  the  DCL  championship 
again. 


The  girls  are  ready  to 

WIN  AND  ARE  CONFIDENT  IN 
THEIR  ABILITY  TO  SUCCEED. 


VARSITY  PLAYER  SANDY  WONG  MAKES  A  KILL  DURING 
WOLFPACK'S  SLAUGHTER  OF  ACTON 
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Cross  country 
gears  up 


Golf  team  putts 
up  a  fight 


By  Pei  Huang,  II 

Contribuini;  Writer 


Perhaps  no  BLS  team 
better  illustrates  the  motto  “an 
army  of  one”  than  the  Wolfpack 
cross  country  squad.  Even  with 
overwhelming  odds  against 
them,  this  is  an  amazing  group 
of  kids  who  go  through  pain 
every  day  to  improve  and  can 
punch  out  five  miles  like 
nothing. 

Coach  Mike  Meagher’s 
girls  are  led  this  year  by 
captains  Annie  “A-Rod”  Roddy 
(I)  and  Kerry  Sullivan  (II).  The 
team  is  showing  incredible 
depth  with  a  large  core  of 
underclasswomen.  “I’m  very 
encouraged  by  the  potential  of 
the  team.  The  dedication  and 
skill  that  the  girls  have 
demonstrated  already  is 


outstanding,”  said  Sullivan. 
“The  future  of  the  team  looks 
very  bright.” 

However  the  boys 
though  have  been  hit  by  poor 
attendance  because  of 
recurring  knee  problems  for 
St.John  Barned-Smith  (II)  and 
co-captain  Roger  Poulin  (I),  co¬ 
captain  Jonathan  Yee  (II)  has 
been  forced  to  carry  the  team 
lately.  For  a  while  the  team  had 
been  relying  on  something  that 
was  referred  to  only  as  “B,”  of 
which  Yee  had  said,  “I  have  the 
utmost  confidence  that  ‘B’  will 
turn  the  tide  for  us.”  The  plan 
was  for  Mr.  Balicki  to  run  with 
the  team  in  practices,  providing 
the  competition  to  egg  them  on 
to  improvement.  Unfortunately 
that  plan  never  panned  out, 
which  has  sent  boys  cross 
country  back  to  square  one. 


By  Hana  Yoo,  I 

Arts  and  Entertainment  Editor 

As  the  first  school 
founded  in  America,  Boston 
Latin  School  sets  a  precedent 
for  American  education.  Now 
the  school  is  setting  a  new  pre¬ 
cedent,  as  the  only  Boston  Pub¬ 
lic  School  with  a  -  —  — ■ — 
golf  team.  Com¬ 
peting  against 
suburban 
schools,  like 
Newton  South, 

Lincoln  Sudbury, 


THE  TEAM  STANDS 
UNITED,  GOLF  CLUBS 
IN  THEIR  HANDS 


and  Wayland,  the  team  hopes 
to  improve  its  record  this  year. 
The  golf  team  has  faced  a  per¬ 
sistent  losing  streak  -  captain 
Rob  Fitzpatrick  (I)  estimates 
that  it’s  been  two  years  since 
the  team  has  won  a  match.  Yet 
the  team  stands  united,  golf 


clubs  in  their  hands,  with  their 
coach,  Mr.  Myers.  Fitzpatrick 
says  the  team’s  unity  comes 
from  its  small  size  and  “laugh¬ 
ing  at  Adam  Jeness.” 

Fitzpatrick  says  any 
urban  vs.  suburban  rivalry  there 
may  be  is  friendly,  and  that  it’s 
interesting  to  talk  to  people  from 
_____  other  schools  (some¬ 
thing  golf’s  slow 
pace  lends  itself  to). 
“When  you  play  golf, 
you’re  not  really 

_  playing  against  the 

other  team.  It’s  not 
like  other  sports  where  you  can 
block  someone  or  hit  them,” 
says  Fitzpatrick.  Coach  Myers 
emphasizes  “playing  against 
the  course,”  or  competing  with 
oneself.  But  that  doesn’t  mean 
that  Latin  beating  another  team 
in  a  golf  match  would  be  a  bad 
precedent  to  establish. 


Latin  Football  improving 


by  Owyn  Stephens,  V  & 
Colin  Santangello,  V 

CONTRIBUTING  WRITTERS 

After  last  year’s  dismal 
2-8  record,  the  BLS  football 
team  is  looking  to  improve. 
Offensive  Coordinator  Gerry 
Bilodeau  says  that  the  team, 
with  much  hard  work,  can  pos¬ 
sibly  make  fifth  place  in  the  ex¬ 
tremely  tough  Dual  County 
League.  Everyone  on  the  team 
agrees  that  the  top  four  are 
unreachable  for  Latin  this  year. 

Anchored  by  senior  quar¬ 


terback  Peter  Martin  (I)  and 
linebacker/center  Omar 
Butcher  (I),  the  team  captain, 
the  Wolfpack  went  into  their  first 
game  hungry  for  their  first  vic¬ 
tory.  However,  the  team’s  hun¬ 
ger  was  not  satisfied  as  they 
lost  34-6  to  the  North  Quincy 
Red  Raiders  who  got  four 
touchdowns  by  senior  running 
backs  Ryan  Farnham  and  Gary 
Dalton.  The  Wolfpack’s  only 
high  point  came  when  Chris 
Saunders  (II)  scored  a  touch¬ 
down  on  a  thirteen  yard  run,  go¬ 
ing  right  through  the  Raider’s 


defense.  After  the  game,  head 
coach/athletic  director  John 
McDonough  agreed  that  the 
Wolfpack  had  been  beaten  by 
the  more  physical  team,  but 
was  careful  to  point  out  that 
there  are  still  ten  games  left  and 
that  the  team  is  taking  it  one 
game  at  a  time.  Also  after  the 
game,  captain  Omar  Butcher 
said  that  this  was  a  much  bet¬ 
ter  squad  than  last  year’s,  point¬ 
ing  out  that  this  year’s  team  is 
more  athletic  and  has  a  more 
organized  coaching  staff.  They 
lost  their  second  game  of  the 


year,  but  then  pulled  off  a  win 
against  Bedford,  which  some¬ 
how  technically  makes  them 
tied  for  first  in  the  DCL. 

The  upcoming  season 
looks  promising  for  the 
Wolfpack  with  a  solid  backup 
quarterback,  Mike  Mitchell  (III), 
a  strong  group  of  wide  receiv¬ 
ers  led  by  senior  Jose 
Valenzuela  (I),  and  strong  lead¬ 
ership  from  Omar  Butcher  and 
co-captain  Yemi  Owolewa.  It  is 
almost  definite  that  the 
Wolfpack  will  do  much  better  in 
the  coming  years. 


Spotlight 


Yemi  Owolewa 

By  Mark  Higgins,  I 
Staff  Writer 

I  am  scared  of  someone 
who  is,  according  to  my  calcu¬ 
lations,  about  half  my  size.  I’ve 
known  Yemi  since  eighth  grade 
when  we  played  Freshman 
Football  together  on  a  truly  hor¬ 
rible  team.  Yemi  moved  onto 
JV  and  I  stayed  down  in  Fresh¬ 
man.  Even  then  the  team  knew 
Yemi  was  something.  Yemi  was 
going  to  be  the  star,  the  kid  who 
broke  your  ankles  just  watch¬ 
ing  him  make  cuts.  Now  it’s  five 
years  later  and  Yemi  is  the  star. 
He’s  the  co-captain  and  star 
running  back  for  the  Boston 
Latin  Wolfpack. 

Yemi  has  also  been  wres¬ 
tling  on-and-off  since  the  ninth 
grade.  Last  year  he  came  close 
to  placing  in  Sectionals  for  Di¬ 
vision  2  South.  Team  captain 
Jose  Valenzuela  talked  about 
how  “Yemi’s  natural  abilities 
carry  him,”  and  that  “out  of  all 
the  members  on  the  team,  he 
has  the  nastiest  throw.” 

There  is  life  outside  of 
football  forYemi.  He  is  the  head 
of  Artists  United,  a  club  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  arts.  Yemi  is  no 
slouch  when  it  comes  to  doo¬ 
dling.  His  works  have  been  in 
the  “Register”  and  regularly 
adorn  the  Art  AP  exhibitions. 

I  asked  him  if  he  was  look¬ 
ing  to  continue  playing  football 
in  college.  “Of  course!,”  was  his 
reply.  That  answer  forced  the 
question,  “Where?”  Yemi,  a 
man  with  plans,  answers,  “Tufts 
and  Brown.”  The  short  dude 
with  the  beaming  smile  has  a 
bright  future  ahead  of  him. 


M  i  t  t  y 


in  paradise 


•  •  • 


MITTY  TAKES  IN  THE  RAYS... 


By  Mitty,  ? 

Assistant  Sports  Editor 

Ah,  my  faithful 
readership,  it’s  certainly  nice  to 
be  back  with  you.  As  I’m  sure 


that  you  remember,  I  left  you 
last  year  in  quite  a  pickle,  being 
held  against  my  will  by 
anonymous  captors  in  a 
strange  land.  Well,  you  can  stop 
sweating.  Go  ahead  and  put 
away  those  prayer  beads, 


because  over  the  summer 
things  took  a  turn  for  the  better. 
You’re  probably  wondering 
what  happened  to  me.  It  seems 
a  rogue  squadron  of  Boston 
English  students  decided  to 
capture  the  embodiment  of 
school  spirit,  i.e.  yours  truly. 

It  goes  like  this:  I 
figured  I’d  start  reciting  Dennis 
Miller  routines,  you  know,  to 
pass  the  time  (I’d  been 
watching  a  lot  of  Monday  Night 
Football  as  part  of  the  torture 
methods),  and  eventually  my 
captors  realized  they’d  rather 
let  me  go  than  listen  to  one 
more  tediously  obscure  joke 
that  absolutely  no  one  could 
understand.  So,  just  like  that, 
here  I  am,  standing  outside  the 
very  building  where  I  had  been 
held  captive  for  the  last  few 
months,  and  what  do  I 
discover?  I’m  not  in  some 
remote  Eastern  European 
nation. ..I  was  being  held  on  the 


island  of  Aruba!  What  are  the 
chances?  Needless  to  say,  I’m 
not  one  to  just  turn  down  an 
exotic  Caribbean  vacation.  So 
I  figured  I’d  make  a  tour  of  the 
island  scene,  check  out  the  hot 
spots  and  what  not.  Well,  to 
make  a  long  story  short,  I’ve 
become  accustomed  to  the 
high  life. ..I’m  living  it  up  down 
here!  I’m  telling  you,  the  drink 
flows  like  water,  the  ladies  are 
beautiful  (I’ve  developed  quite 
the  reputation  as  a  ladies  man, 
you  know  how  it  is). ..and  I’m 
even  playing  thirty-six  holes  a 
day.  Me,  modest  little  Mitty, 
playing  thirty-six  holes  a  day! 
Talk  about  living  la  vida  local  Of 
course  I  wouldn’t  want  to  bore 
you  with  any  stories  of  my 
newfound  lifestyle. ..and  also 
the  wine  and  women  are  calling 
my  name  as  we  speak.  So,  no 
need  to  worry  about  me,  I’m 
doing  quite  fine.  Perhaps  you 
can  even  come  visit  me  some 


time.  Oh,  and  don’t  worry,  I’m 
still  bleeding  purple  and  white. 
I’ll  be  back  to  the  hallowed  halls 
of  BLS  one  day.  You  couldn’t 
keep  me  away  if  you  tried.  Well, 
technically  you  can,  as  English 
proved.  What  I  mean  to  say  is 
you  can’t  keep  me  away  from 
those  halls  permanently.  But 
until  I  return,  my  friends  and 
faithful  readers,  sit  back,  relax, 
and  let  the  good  times  roll! 

Happy  in  Paradise, 

Mitty 


For  those  of  you  who  are 
worried,  Mitty  will  continue  to 
write  his  bi-monthly  article  for 
the  Argo.  If  you  would  like  to 
send  him  any  questions  or 
comments,  e-mail  them  to 
argomitty  @  hotmail.  com. 
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Spotlight 


Courtney  Carthas 
By  Shawn  Guan,  I 

Staff  Writer 

For  those  of  you  who 
don’t  know  her,  Courtney 
Carthas  is  the  short  blonde  girl 
who  considers  smiling  her 
“favorite  thing  to  do.”  She’s  also 
one  of  the  school’s  most 
talented  and  versatile  athletes. 
She  plays  second  and  third 
base  in  softball,  and  defense  in 
soccer  and  hockey  here  at  BLS. 
She  is  also  the  captain  for  all 
three  teams. 

Her  involvement  with 
sports  began  at  a  young  age, 
when  she  started  playing 
because  she  wanted  to  be  like 
her  brother.  At  two  years  old, 
Courntey  learned  how  to  skate, 
and  by  the  time  she  was  five 
she  had  picked  up  soccer  and 
baseball.  That  early  dedication 
has  paid  off,  as  she  has  been  a 
hockey  all-star  the  past  three 
years,  and  she  has  won  the 
Unsung  Hero  award  here  at 
BLS. 

While  such  achievements 
may  be  the  product  of  hard 
work  and  talent  Courtney  also 
generously  gives  out  credit  for 
her  success  to  others.  Included 
in  that  list  of  others  are  her 
parents,  her  Uncle  Jerry,  and 
her  former  and  current 
coaches.  But  the  ones  she 
appreciates  the  most  are  her 
teammates.  They  are  the  ones 
she  plays  sports  with,  the  ones 
she  practices  with,  and  the 
ones  she  smiles  with. 


Sport 


Not  a  Sport 

“Not  a  sport  because  sports 
don’t  usually  involve 
waiting  for  three  hours  in 
one  spot.” 

-Alex  Bisaga,  II 

Sport 

“Hunting  is  surely  a  sport 
because  it  can  be  classified 
as  an  active  pastime  done 
for  enjoyment.  It  also 
requires  skill  and  physical 
activity.” 

-Peter  Abichaker,  III 


-  Sports  - 

Why  we  play  school  sports 


ByWill  Dammin,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


High  school  athletes  and 
their  coaches  devote  a  great 
amount  of  time  to  preparation 
for  games,  that  they  hope  to 
win.  Younger  athletes,  such  as 
peewee  hockey  players  or  little 
league  ballplayers,  do  not 
spend  their  summers  improving 
their  strength  or  conditioning. 
However,  high  school  athletes 
commit  themselves  to  strenu¬ 
ous  practices  and  exercise  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  victory.  Ath¬ 
letes  of  one  game  in  particular 
(the  really  fast  one  with  ice  and 
sticks)  compete  all  year  round. 
While  other  students  are  loaf¬ 
ing  at  the  beach,  these  athletes 
are  skating  and  working  out,  try¬ 
ing  to  gain  that  extra  advantage 
over  their  opponents.  The  pur¬ 


pose  of  this  work  and  commit¬ 
ment  is  to  bring  success;  in  this 
case,  success  is  victory,  which 
is  the  goal  of  all  high  school 
sports  teams. 

A  strong  athletic  program 
brings  pride  and  respect  to  a 
school.  Championships  bring 
trophies,  and  what  school 
proudly  displays  an  empty  tro¬ 
phy  case?  Alumni  like  to  glo¬ 
rify  their  alma  maters  and  fol¬ 
low  their  old  teams.  These 
graduates  are  more  interested 
in  winning  teams,  and  as  they 
continue  to  support  their  old 
school,  they  like  to  hear  about 
successes  in  the  fields  of  both 
athletics  and  academics. 

When  scholastic  athletes 
compete  in  games  or  tourna¬ 
ments,  they  represent  their 
schools.  When  they  return  with 
a  win  or  a  trophy,  they  bring 
glory  and  esteem  with  them. 


By  David  Biele,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


If  you  performed  a  survey 
about  why  people  participate  in 
school  sports,  the  most 
common  answers 
you’ll  get  are: 
winning,  glory, 
being  able  to  put 
the  fact  you 
played  a  sport  on 
your  application, 
and  scholarships. 

But  I  have  always 
believed  no  one 
makes  you  do 
anything,  you  play  sports  out  of 
love  of  the  game.  When  you 
first  took  to  the  sport,  there  was 
something  about  it  that 
appealed  to  you,  something 
that  captivated  you.  People 
play  sports  because  they  are 


fun,  and  a  coach  should  always 
keep  that  in  the  front  of  his 
mind. 

Sports  are  a  release  from 
the  hectic  atmosphere  that  high 
school  inflicts  on  the  students. 
People  need  to  get  away  from 
the  pressure 
that  a  school 
puts  on  its 
students. 
When  you’re 
playing 
sports,  all 
your 
troubles 
seem  to  go 
away  for 
those  few  precious  hours,  you 
don’t  need  to  worry  about  the 
paper  you  need  to  go  home  to 
write  or  the  test  you  need  to 
cram  for.  Instead,  you’re 
spending  your  time  doing 
something  you  love. 


YOU  PLAY  SPORTS 
OUT  OF  LOVE  OF 
THE  GAME 


Defibrillators  at  BLS 


By  Colleen  Keller,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

The  late  John  Yessayan 
collapsed  on  October  4th,  2000 
while  running  a  lap  at  football 
practice  due  to  heart  problems. 
As  a  result,  a  movement  from 
the  parent  and  teacher  commu¬ 
nities  arose  to  bring  Automated 
External  Defibrillators  to  our 
school.  Through  their  hard 
work,  $3,340  was  raised  to  pur¬ 
chase  two  defibrillators.  One  is 
now  in  the  nurse’s  office  and 
the  other  is  located  in  Mr. 
McDonough’s  office.  Neither  is 
brought  to  games  or  practices. 

Sudden  cardiac  arrest 
(SCA)  occurs  when  the  lower 

OF 

NOT 

a 

Sport 

“It’s  definitely  a  spoil 
because  the  training  and 
preparation  that  goes  in  is 
tremendous  and  the 
competition  of  killing  the 
most  is  fierce.” 

-Daniel  Lopes,  I 

Not  a  Sport 

“Not  unless  they  chase 
down  the  animal  on  their 
own  two  feet  and  catch  it 
with  their  bare  hands. 
Pulling  a  trigger  is  not  an 
athletic  ability.” 

-Roger  Poulin,  I 


chambers  of  the  heart,  (also 
known  as  ventricles),  that  pump 
blood  to  our  body,  pick  up  an 
irregular  or  quivering  rhythm 
which  prevents  those  ventricles 
from  pumping  blood  to  the  rest 
of  our  body.  Soon  after,  the  per¬ 
son  becomes  unconscious  and 
without  treatment  such  as  CPR 
or  an  Automated  External 
Defibrillator  (AED)  to  jump-start 
the  heart,  the  person  could  die. 
There  are  no  symptoms.  Auto¬ 
mated  External  Defibrillators 
can  make  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  life  and  death  in  a  single 
moment. 

The  AED  looks  like  a  bat¬ 
tery-powered  lunchbox.  When 
someone’s  heart  is  fibrillating, 


Sport: 

Sport 

“Well,  being  gladiators 
with  the  objective  of  killing 
your  human  opponent  was 
considered  a  sport,  wasn’t 
it?” 

-Emma  Halas-O’ Connor, III 

Sport 

“Yes,  it  is  a  sport.  It  can 
only  happen  in  ‘Seasons’ 
and  it  takes  a  lot  of 
patience  and  training.” 

-Luigi  DePasquale,  IV 


the  AED  sends  a  brief  high-en¬ 
ergy  pulse  of  electricity  to  the 
heart.  A  shock  to  the  heart  can¬ 
not  be  administered  if  the  heart 
is  not  fibrillating.  The  machine 
has  instructions,  pictures,  and 
also  speaks  as  you  are  treat¬ 
ing  the  victim. There  have  been 
multiple  training  sessions  for 
the  teachers  and  coaches  by 
the  Boston  EMS  and  there  have 
been  talk  of  training  students 
who  would  in  turn  become  train¬ 
ers  themselves.  We  are  prob¬ 
ably  the  only  school  in  Boston 
with  defibrillators.  As  stated  by 
Mr.  Flynn,  “Boston  Latin,  with 
the  strong  support  from  the  par¬ 
ents,  is  remaining  in  the  fore¬ 
front  of  student  safety.” 


There  are  many  different 
reasons  offered  by  the  Athletic 
Department  and  Administration 
as  to  why  we  do  not  bring  our 
defibrillators  to  practices  or 
games.  One  is  that  our  school 
is  located  in  the  hospital  district 
and  EMT’s  are  approximately 
four  minutes  away.  The  AED  is 
most  effectively  used  within 
three  to  five  minutes  after  the 
victim  has  collapsed.  The 
chance  of  a  person  living  after 
cardiac  arrest  decreases  by  ten 
percent  every  minute  after  the 
collapse  of  the  victim. 


s  skill  but  it  doesn’t 
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yourself  in  deer  urine  and 
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Arts  Preview 

A  Look  at  Drama,  Music,  and  Visual  Arts 


By  Michael  Guerra,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


So  you’ve  gotten  your 
Argo,  and  you’ve  opened  to  the 
A&E  section.  You  read  the 
name  of  this  article  and  started 
to  drool.  Oh,  it’s  a  glandular 
disorder,  I’m  really  sorry. 
Anyway,  I’m  glad  you’re  here, 
so  sit  back  and  let  me  take  you 
on  a  tour  of  the  arts  at  BLS. 

Drama 

•The  fall  production  is 
Twelve  Angry  Men,  a  gripping 
play  in  which  twelve  jurors  are 
forced  to  face  their  inner  fears 
and  prejudices  before  deciding 
whether  or  not  to  send  a  boy  to 
his  death.  Auditions  have 
already  been  held,  and 
rehearsals  are  well  underway. 


This  show  is  being  directed  by 
Marcus  Stacy  (I),  and  it  will  be 
held  on  December  6th,  7th,  and 
8th. 

•The  Yellow  Submarine 
Improv  Troupe  is  gearing  up  for 
shows  on  November  1st  and 
2nd.  The  troupe  has  been 
gaining  support  steadily  since 
its  founding  in  1 998.  It  has  even 
managed  to  get  rehearsal  room 
outside  of  the  janitor’s  supply 
closet.  But  seriously  folks,  the 
troupe  is  really  growing  in 
popularity  and  has  added  two 
co-captains  this  year.  Lily 
Mooney  (II)  and  Jonathon 
“Spiffy”  Krieger  (I)  join  returning 
captains  Jared  Egan  (I)  and 
myself.  Bring  your  friends  and 
your  pets.  Cats  love  us! 

•This  year’s  offering  to  the 
Massachusetts  High  School 


Drama  Guild  Festival  is  The 
Dining  Room,  directed  by 
Genevieve  Shattow  (I).  The 
Dining  Room  is  a  series  of 
vignettes  exploring  the  secrets 
and  emotions  of  family  life  as 
events  unfold  in  the  dining 
room.  The  BLS  performances 
will  be  held  on  March  7th  and 
8th. 

•There  will  be  two 
Cabaret  Nights.  Kelly  Taylor  is 
returning  as  the  producer  and 
is  looking  forward  to  receiving 
submissions.  The  Cabaret 
Nights  are  on  December  13th 
and  March  14th. 

•The  Peer  Players  will 
continue  to  perform  and  teach 
Shakespeare  to  classes 
throughout  the  school. 

Music 

•The  football  band  is 
already  in  full  force  with  a 
repertoire  of  over  twenty  songs, 
almost  all  of  them  recognizable 
(I’m  just  kidding;  the  band 
sounds  really  good  this  year.) 

•Music  Night  and  the 
Holiday  Concert  have  both 
been  split  into  two  nights  of 
music,  which  means  those  of  us 
in  the  Senior  Band  may  actually 
get  home  before  dawn  this 
year.  The  Holiday  Concerts  will 
be  held  on  December  1 8th  and 
19th,  and  the  Music  Nights  are 
on  May  1st  and  2nd. 

•A  new  jazz  group  will  be 
formed  for  students  in  grades 
7  through  9. 

•The  Wolfettes,  a  female 
a  cappella  group,  is  making  its 
debut. 

Visual  Arts 

•There  are  photography 


classes  for  students  with  an  R6 
or  R7  study. 

•Mr.  Byron  will  be  running 
an  art  studio  one  day  a  week 
after  school  this  year. 

•See  Mr.  Harris  to  inquire 
about  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts 
afterschool  programs  that  are 
free  for  qualified  students  in 
grades  9  through  12, 
Wednesdays  through  Fridays. 

•There  will  be  a  Visual 
Arts  Showcase  accompanying 
the  Holiday  Concerts.  Also,  look 
out  for  the  Arts  Banquet  in  the 
spring,  which  will  honor  people 
who  participate  in  the  arts.  It’s 
along  the  lines  of  the  Sports 
Banquet. 

Finally,  I’d  like  to 
encourage  every  one  of  you  to 
get  involved  with  the  arts,  but 
there  are  a  few  of  you  I’d  like  to 
ask  to  stop  your  current  artistic 
endeavors.  To  the  bathroom 
poets:  limericks  are  not  your 
friends.  To  the  hallway 
whistlers:  you  know  how 
annoying  cell  phones  are  when 
they  play  Mozart?  Well,  you’re 
kind  of  like  that.  And  to  the 
drama  kings  and  queens  who 
are  still  complaining  about  the 
lack  of  toilet  paper  in  the 
bathroom:  just  remember,  at 
the  end  of  last  year  we  didn’t 
have  any  paper  at  all. 

Peace  and  love. 


Arts  and  Entertainment  Editor’s 
Note:  The  Friends  of  the  Arts, 
run  by  Mr.  Pitts,  is  a  parent 
group  that  meets  the  first 
Wednesday  of  every  month  at 
7  p.m.  in  the  Black  Box  Theater. 
Friends  of  the  Arts  discusses 
upcoming  arts  events  and  is  a 
valuable  source  of  information. 
Everyone  is  welcome  to  come. 


Wolfettes  join  the  pack 


Watch  out  Wolftones! 


Bv  Caitlin  Allen,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


BLS  has  its  own  male 
a  cappella  group.  But  what 
about  the  girls?  That  was  the 
thinking  of  Casey  Kennedy  (I), 
Katie  Rambo  (I)  and  Christina 
Kwan  (I)  when  they  formed  the 
Wolfettes,  Boston  Latin’s  new  all 
female  a  cappella  ensemble. 
Out  of  more  than  fifty  hopefuls, 


fifteen  talented  singers  were 
selected  to  help  bring  a  whole 
new  form  of  “a  cappella-ness” 
to  BLS.  The  Wolfettes  are 
looking  forward  to  performing 
songs  from  all  genres  of  music, 
ranging  from  contemporary  pop 
to  oldies  to  traditional  a  cappella 
tunes.  As  if  that  wasn’t  cool 
enough,  the  members  of  the 
group  are  arranging  all  the 


music  and  figuring  out 
harmonies  themselves.  The 
Wolfettes’  harmonies  will  consist 
of  three  parts  without  the  bass 
element  carried  by  males.  At 
one  meeting,  the  girls,  five 
sophomores,  four  juniors  and 
six  seniors,  were  listening  to  and 
voting  on  songs  suggested  to 
become  part  of  their  repertoire, 
featuring  such  eclectic 


possibilities  as  John  Lennon’s 
“Imagine”  and  “Can’t  Help 
Falling  In  Love”  by  Elvis 
Presley.  These  talented 
musicians  have  started 
rehearsing  and  already  sound 
great  together.  The  Wolfettes 
will  definitely  blow  everyone 
away  when  they  make  their  first 
appearance  at  upcoming  school 
events. 


To  sing  or  not  to  sing? 


By  Nafkote  Tamirat,  11 

Assistant  A&E  Editor 

Remember  Little  Shop  of 
Horrors,  the  show  with  the 
singing  plant?  Little  Shop,  the 
first  BLS  musical  in  years,  led 
to  a  push  for  a  musical  this 
spring  and  in  the  future.  The 
Drama  Club  is  making  progress 
toward  a  decision,  and  it  looks 
like  a  musical  might  be  in  the 
works. 

Mr.  Pitts,  Boston 
Latin's  Fine  Arts  Department 
director,  has  said,  “We’d  love  to 
do  (a  musical],  but  scheduling 


is  becoming  a  huge  problem. 
With  the  current  schedule,  the 
musical  has  four  weeks  to 
rehearse,  which  is  not  nearly 
enough  time,  and  no  other 
events  in  the  school  calendar 
can  be  moved.  If  the  schedule 
proves  nonnegotiable  Mr.  Pitts 
has  said,  "W  e  may  be  forced 
to  do  scenes  from,  but  I’m  not 
yet  committed  to  that.” 

Some  controversy  has 
sprung  from  the  debate  of 
whether  an  adult-directed 
musical  should  replace  a 
student-directed  play.  Mr.  Pitts, 
who  strongly  supports  the 


musical,  says,  “I’m  pushing  [the 
musical]  and  the  parents  are 
pushing  it.  A  musical  involves 
actors,  singers,  musicians,  set 
designers,  dancers,  production, 
sound,  lighting,  and  tech 
people.  We’re  trying  to  get  more 
students  involved  in  drama.” 
Ms.Teasdale,  the  Drama  Club's 
Faculty  Advisor,  says, 
"Musicals  are  so  much  fun,  and 
they  get  so  many  different  kinds 
of  people  involved.  I  think  a 
musical  review  would  be  a 
great  way  to  maximize  talent 
and  minimize  cost.” 

However,  some  people 


have  expressed  concern  that  a 
musical  would  not  only  drain 
funds,  but  would  take  away 
from  the  BLS  tradition  of 
student  directing.  As  one 
student  pointed,  out,  “That’s 
what  distinguishes  BLS  from  all 
the  other  competing  schools  at 
the  Guild.”  Many  students  also 
fear  that  less  people  will  get 
involved  in  the  Drama  Club, 
since  a  musical  is  a  specific 
genre  of  theatre  that  not 
everyone  enjoys. 

Musical  or  play:  which 
would  you  choose?  Yeah,  me 
too. 


Spotlight 


Sara  Butterfoss 

By  Rebecca  Greening,  I 

News  Editor 

What  many  people 
don’t  see  when  they  look  at 
Sara  is  an  amazing  artist.  Sara 
has  created  art  through  many 
different  media,  including 
unconventional  ones  such  as 
an  eye  shadow  brush  or  the 
carefully  constructed  doodles 
on  the  side  of  her  notebooks. 

She  has  been  drawing 
for  as  long  as  she  can 
remember.  When  she  was 
young,  Sara  would  boldly  color 
in  any  sketch  that  her  mother 
left  unfinished. 

Sara’s  early  passion  for 
drawing  sometimes  caused 
stress  for  her  mother,  especially 
when  Sara  drew  Minnie  and 
Mickey  Mouse  onto  the  walls  of 
their  rental  apartment  and  then 
innocently  signed  her  name  in 
permanent  marker,  leaving  no 
one  to  wonder  who  had  made 
such  a  masterpiece. 

Until  joining  Art  AP  last 
year,  Sara  took  her  last  art  class 
at  the  Jamaica  Plain  firehouse. 
Her  childhood  friend  Megan 
Mullen  (I)  says,  “Once  we  drew 
famous  places  in  Boston  and 
won  a  prize  for  something  we 
didn’t  even  know  was  a 
contest.” 

Sara  has  made 
significant  progress  in  her 
artwork  and  is  now  focusing  on 
light  in  interior  spaces  as  her 
portfolio  concentration. 
However,  her  favorite  subject  is 
still  people. 

Ms.  Jackson,  Sara’s  Art 
AP  teacher,  commented  on 
Sara’s  art  as  “having  a  subtlety 
of  color  that  allows  the  mood  to 
transcend  through  the  work.” 
She  says,  “Sara  has  a 
sensitivity  to  her  media  and 
picks  up  the  mood  through  her 
use  of  color  and  soft  shapes. 
Her  use  of  color  allows  us  to  see 
glimpses  into  a  different  world. 
Sara’s  art  engages  the  viewer 
and  draws  their  eyes  to  move 
around  through  the  use  of 
lighting.  As  her  work 
progresses,  Sara  is  moving 
away  from  the  representational 
to  the  abstract  as  a  barometer 
for  her  composition.” 

Sara  aspires  to  be  a 
child  psychologist,  but  a  career 
in  art  therapy  would  also  give 
her  an  opportunity  to  use  art  to 
help  others.  In  the  end,  it  is  the 
countless  times  Sara  has 
picked  up  the  lipstick  tube  and 
mascara  brush  to  color  on  my 
face  that  have  convinced  me 
that  she  has  a  great  career 
waiting  for  her  in  makeup 
artistry  for  Broadway.  Whatever 
her  future  may  hold,  Sara’s 
talent  transcends  her  media, 
allowing  her  to  express  herself 
in  varied  ways. 
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Mike  Guerra 


Bv  Jared  Egan,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Mike  Guerra  is  not  your 
average  Joe;  he  is  not  even 
your  average  Mike.  To  put  it 
plainly,  he  is  (or  should  be) 
everybody’s  favorite  Mike,  or 
eMike  for  short.  Mike  was  born 
at  a  very  early  age  and 
continues  to  grow  older  to  this 
day.  But  enough  of  this  small 
talk,  let’s  get  down  to  business. 

The  accomplishment 
Mike  probably  holds  most  dear 
is  helping  to  create  and  lead  the 
BLS  Improv  troupe,  now  known 
as  the  Yellow  Submarine 
Improv  Troupe.  This  was  what 
got  the  ball  rolling  for  Mike  in 
the  BLS  Drama  Club. 

As  co-captain  of  the 
Yellow  Submarine  Improv 
Troupe  for  three  years  running, 
Mike  has  pushed  the  troupe  to 
more  advanced  forms  of 
improvisation.  Because  of 
Michael,  the  troupe’s  last  show, 
Here  Comes  the  Subs,  was 
able  to  take  on  a  completely 
new  form  of  performance  and 
to  surpass  all  their  other 
performances  in  its  hilarity. 

This  year,  with  fellow 
co-captains  Lily  Mooney, 
Jonathan  “Spiffy”  Krieger  and 
Jared  Egan  (who  likes  talking 
in  the  third  person),  Mike  plans 
to  push  the  troupe  above  and 
beyond  the  brilliance  it  has 
already  achieved. 

This  year  Mike  is  also 
reigning  as  Drama  Club 
producer,  producing  the  three 
improv  shows  this  year.  He  is 
currently  the  assistant  director 
of  the  fall  production  of  Twelve 
Angry  Men,  which  will  be 
directed  by  Marcus  Stacy  (I) 
and  produced  by  Nafkote 
Tamirat  (II).  You  can  see  the 
performances  for  the  show  on 
the  first  weekend  of  December. 

Aside  from  drama, 
Mike  is  also  a  great  drummer. 
Although  he  has  drummed  in 
some  BLS  concert  bands,  his 
favorite  work  is  undoubtedly  his 
playing  with  The  Futon  Police, 
a  local  band  you  might  have 
heard  of,  or  the  albums  he  and 
his  father  have  made  in  his 
home  studio  in  Charlestown. 

The  essence  of  Mike, 
however,  is  his  humor.  I  don’t 
imagine  that  it  is  easy  being  the 
funniest  thing  alive,  but  Mike 
rtianages  to  pull  it  off 
continuously.  If  you’d  like  to  see 
this  humor,  watch  any  one  of 
the  upcoming  Improv  shows  or 
just  stand  around  him  for  a  little 
while.  It’s  best  not  to  get  too 
close,  as  he’s  been  known  to 
get  a  little  feisty,  but  we’re  not 
supposed  to  talk  about  that.  If 
you  want  more  information  on 
Mike  Guerra,  you  can  visit  his 
j  fan  page  at  http:// 
■'  www.mikeguerra.cjb.net. 


New  teachers  join  Arts  faculty 


By  Leon  Zheng,  III 

Layout  Associate 

Boston  Latin  School 
has  gained  three  artistically 
talented  faculty  members  this 
year:  Mr.  Snyder,  Ms.  Jackson 
and  Mr.  Lowe.  Although  these 
three  teachers  come  from 
diverse  backgrounds,  they  all 
share  a  common  goal:  to 
strengthen  the  arts  department 
at  Boston  Latin. 


Ms.  Jackson,  who 
teaches  Art  AP  and  eighth 
grade  art,  has  had  extensive 
art  experience.  Not  only  has 
she  taught  both  middle  school 
and  high  school  students  at  the 
Massachusetts  College  of  Art, 
but  she  has  also  worked  at 
galleries  and  museums. 
Jackson  earned  an 


undergraduate  degree  at  the 
Massachusetts  College  of  Art 
and  a  master’s  degree  at  the 
Maryland  Institute  of  Art.  She 
has  received  a  stunning  list  of 
scholarships  and  awards, 
including  the  Kamil  Coseby 
Scholarship  in  Art,  and  has 
worked  with  the  famous  artist 
Jacob  Lawrence. 

Ms.  Jackson 
encourages  students  to  work  to 
their  full  potential  so  that  they 
can  compete 
at  a  national 
level.  She 
says  her 
students  have 
talent,  but  the 
talent  must  be 
brought  out  so 
that  the 
students  can 
_  better  express 
z  themselves. 
Ms.  Jackson 
plans  to 
create  a  more 
“interactive 
“  program”  with 
§  an  enriched 
£  approach  and 
to  build  a 
foundation  for 
the  students 
taking  Art  AP 
by  adding 
more  art  classes  to  the 
curriculum.  She  is  also  working 
to  bring  in  local  artists  for 
lectures  and  is  hoping  to  work 
with  them  as  a  team  to  create 
“vertical  curriculum  standards” 
that  will  bring  the  best  out  in 
students. 

The  highly  ambitious 
and  gifted  Mr.  Snyder  focuses 


on  a  different 
aspect  of  the 
arts  -  music. 

He  has 
played  the 
piano,  cello 
and  drums 
for  seven 
years.  He 
became 
interested  in 
music  in  the 
tenth  grade, 
when  he 
was  first 
inspired  to 
teach,  and 
later 
attended 
Berklee  to 
study  string,  percussion  and 
band  instruments.  He  expects 
his  students  to  work  hard  and 
expects  better  quality  of  work 
than  what  is  now  asked  of  the 
students.  His  goals  are  to  have 
a  higher  pass  rate  for  the  AP 
Music  Theory  exam,  to  develop 


a  seventh  grade  band  and  to 
improve  the  quality  of  the 
percussion  and  string 
programs. 

Last  but  not  least,  the 
Boston  Latin  faculty  has  gained 
Mr.  Lowe,  a  music  major  at 
Boston  University.  Mr.  Lowe, 
who  has  come  to 
Boston  Latin  to  serve 
as  a  student  teacher 
in  music,  hopes  to 
impart  the  importance 
of  music  and  music 
aesthetics  to  his 
students. 

The  expansion 
of  the  arts  wing  has 
already  played  a 
crucial  role  in 
improving  the  arts 
facility  at  BLS,  but  our 
new  faculty  members 
will  bring  even  more 
sparkle  to  our  already 
brilliant  arts 

department. 


Inside 

a  speech  tournament 


By  Christine  Yoo,  V 

Contributing  Writer 

I  walk  in  and  see  an  ocean 
of  students  wearing  suits,  ties, 
and  dresses,  holding  cute  little 
black  binders.  Where  am  I?  At 
a  speech  tournament,  of 
course! 

At  8  am  on  a  Saturday, 
I  arrive  at  the  place  of 
competition  and  am  handed  a 
map,  a  registration  number,  and 
a  bunch  of  room  numbers. 
Some  schools  warm  up 
together,  others  just  sit  and  try 
to  get  more  sleep. 

At  ten,  I  am  expected 
to  find  my  way  to  the  first  round, 
where  I  wait  for  the  judge  to 
arrive.  Four  other  students  are 
in  the  room,  either  reading  over 
their  pieces,  drinking  water  or 
chatting.  When  the  judge  enters 
the  room,  the  students  go  up  to 
present  one  by  one. 

When  I  am  performing, 
I  make  sure  to  keep  eye  contact 
with  the  audience.  I  may  appear 


to  be  concentrating  on  my 
piece,  but,  after  much  practice, 
presentation  becomes 
automatic.  Instead,  I  let  my 
mind  wander  and  occasionally 
I  think,  “The  judge  was  not 
looking  at  me  during  my  most 
emotional  part”  or  “My  leg  is 
itchy.” 

When  the  first  round 
ends,  I  have  a  break  before  my 
second  round.  I  spend  this  time 
running  around  trying  to  find  my 
way  to  my  next  room  in  an 
utterly  confusing  school.  Why  is 
room  401  next  to  407?  The  next 
rounds  are  basically  the  same, 
except  for  different  students,  a 
different  judge  and  my 
increasing  exhaustion. 

After  the  rounds  I  head 
to  the  cafeteria  and  eat  lunch. 
Sometimes  there  is  dancing 
and  music.  Then  the  finals  are 
announced  and  I  find  out  if  I 
“broke”  -  that  is,  if  I  made  it  to 
the  final  round.  If  I  do,  I  have  to 
perform  again;  if  I  don’t,  I  can 
watch  other  people  who  are 


usually  extremely  good.  More 
people  watch  the  final  round- 
students  who  don’t  make  it, 
parents,  friends  and  the  three 
judges.  In  finals  you  can  WIN 
ATROPHY! 

Students  from  schools 
across  Massachusetts  devote 
an  entire  Saturday  about  once 
a  month  to  prove  their  talent. 
Imagine  having  to  wake  up  at 
6  am  on  a  weekend  to  drive  for 
two  hours  to  a  tournament. 
Despite  the  sleep  deprivation 
this  causes,  speech 
tournaments  are  a  rewarding 
experience.  Who  doesn’t  want 
to  make  a  fool  of  himself  in  front 
of  complete  strangers? 

You  are  probably 
thinking  that  Speech  is  a 
strange  boot  camp,  but  it  is 
actually  a  lot  of  fun.  Faith 
Imafidon  (I)  placed  first  in  the 
category  of  Prose/Poetry  at  a 
tournament  held  on  Yale 
University’s  campus  from 
September  27th  to  29th.  She 
says,  “I  loved  it.  They  made 


such  a  big  deal  over  me 
[winning],  it  was  surreal.” 

Allow  me  to  get  some 
things  straight  right  now: 

1.  Speech  is  not  about  making 
speeches,  unless  you’re 
competing  in  declamation. 

2.  Speech  will  not  help  you  with 
any  lisps  that  you  have. 
(Thorry.) 

3.  Speech  may  look  good  on 
your  college  application  but 
don’t  come  just  so  that  you  can 
get  the  credit  without  putting  in 
any  time  or  commitment. 

4.  Yes,  you  do  get  trophies,  but 
not  unless  you  are  extremely 
good.  Sometimes  you  have  to 
beat  fifty  other  people  before 
even  making  it  to  the  semifinals. 

On  the  other  hand, 
speech  can  help  sixies  with 
declamation  by  giving  them  a 
confidence  boost.  Speech  also 
provides  opportunities  to  watch 
many  talented  young  people 
perform,  and  to  show  other 
schools  what  “Sumus  Primi" 
means 
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“I  guess  in  a  sense  it  is,  but  not  when  it  is  done  on  private  property.  I  think  that  when  people 
write  or  draw  graffiti  on  their  own  items  it’s  OK,  but  on  other  people’s  property  it’s  vandalism.” 

-  Natasha  Leary 

“There’s  some  that’s  good  -  some  people  paint  buildings  and  stuff.  But  if  it’s  racial  slurs 
then  it’s  definitely  damaging.  Not  just  to  the  buildings  but  to  people,  too.” 

-  Kevin  Dacey 

“Depends.  If  it’s  derogatory  I  don’t  think  it’s  art,  but  if  you  do  it  as  a  hobby  it  can  be.  I  think 
it’s  art  -it  just  depends  on  what  you’re  writing.” 

T9-  w  -  Justine  Cabrera 

“Sure  it  is,  because  any  form  of  self-expression,  whether  beautiful  or  not  to  the  eye,  is  art 
to  me.  Art  can  manifest  itself  in  many  different  ways.” 

-  Darius  Banani 

“No.  Just  random  writing  like  ‘Somebody  loves  somebody  else’  isn’t  art.  But  on  sides  of 
buildings  sometimes  there  are  nice  pictures,  pleasant  to  look  at.  That’s  not  graffiti,  if  no  one  objects 
to  it.” 

-Elizabeth  Russell 

“In  a  way,  but  not  exactly.  Depends  on  hoyv  it’s  drawn.  When  people  draw  pretty  things, 
that’s  art.  And  when  people  do  random  crap  like  scribbling  names,  that’s  what  I  consider  graffiti.” 

-  Jimmy  Nguyen 

“Yeah,  it  is.  I  have  a  couple  friends  who  are  graf  artists.  They  aren’t  vandalists,  you  know? 
They  use  markers  on  paper  and  they’re  really  good.” 

-  Vinh  Hua 

“Yes.  Depends  where.  If  somebody  letS  yoli  do  that,  like  on  walls,  then  it’s  OK.  But  if  it’s  on 
a  desk  or  something,  it’s  violating  the  law.  That’s  not  art.” 

-  Indira  Prihartono 


“Yeah,  because  in  art  you  express  yourself.  In  graffiti  you  express  yourself.  If  you’re  putting 
words  -  the  words  you  write  or  what  you  put  to  surround  it  -  of  course  the  word  is  going  to  say 
something,  but  the  surroundings  shout  out  something.  Excitement,  happy,  sad.  That’s  art." 

%  -Latoya  Sanderson 

“[It]  can  be,  as  long  as  it  is  not  destructive  and  doesn’t  hurt  the  building,  then  of  course  it’s 
art,  in  my  opinion.  Art  is  anything  that’s  beautiful  that  can  be  learned.” 

-  David  Whitaker 


“Yeah,  kind  of,  because  whoever  is  doing  graffiti  is  expressing  their  feelings.” 

;  -  Erica  Penaloza 

“Yeah,  ‘cause  it’s  a  drawing  -  somebody  drew  it  -  that’s  art.  Just  in  the  wrong  place.” 

-Jamie  Fitzpatrick 


Allston/  Brighton 


Boston  Arts 

Jamaica  Plain 


opportunities 

South  End 


Bv  Yuconc.  Ma,  IV  & 
Edward  Chiu,  III 

Contributing  Writers 


Poetry  Workshops 

Each  Saturday  with 
Susan  Roberts,  from  Boston 
College  at  the  Allston  branch 
library 

The  Return  of  Spinal  Tap 

Documentary  on  an 
English  rock  band.  Screening 
on  Sat.,  Oct.  10,  2002  at  2  p.m. 
at  the  Allston  branch 
library 

Nosferatu 

A  film  about  Dracula. 
Screening  Wed.,  Oct.  30,  2002 
at  6:30  p.m.  at  the  Allston 
branch  library 

“Reclaiming  A  Lost  Generation" 
Collected  by  Siegbert 
Feldberg,  these  artworks  have 
traveled  the  world  incognito  and 
arrived  for  a  show  at  B.C.’s 
McMullen  Museum  of  Art,  on 
view  through  Dec.  8th. 


Kayla  Shaughnessy,  V 

Contributing  Writer 


The  Elliot  School 

This  center  offers 
many  classes  of  applied  and 
fine  arts  for  children  and  teens 
eighteen  years  or  older.  Call  for 
full  schedule  at  (61 7)  524-3313 

G lady’s  Coffee  Cabaret 

A  venue  where  people 
perform  folk  music  and  songs. 
Takes  place  at  St.  John’s  on 
Revere  and  Roanoke  Sts.  Their 
tenth  year  starts  in  October. 
Call  for  more  information  at 
(617)  524-5432 

Jamaica  Plain  Arts  Council 

This  council  runs  many 
events,  such  as  the  Jamaica 
Plain  Open  Studios.  Write  them 
at  P.O.  Box  222,  Jamaica  Plain, 
021 30  or  call  them  at  (61 7)  524- 
3816 

Spontaneous  Celebrations 

This  center  provides 
fun  activities,  classes,  festivals, 
workshops,  dinners,  etc.  They 
also  do  the  Wake  Up  the  Earth 


Day  Parade  and  the  Lantern 
Walk  around  Jamaica  Pond. 
The  Lantern  Walk  takes  place 
on  Sun.,  Oct.  20th  at  6:00  p.m. 
at  the  Jamaica  Pond.  Call  them 
for  more  info  at  (61 7)  254-6373. 
“The  Underground  Film 
Revolution,”  call  for  more  info 
at  (617)  524-7677 

The  Gallery  at  Green  Street 

See  contemporary  and 
alternative  art  in  the  subway? 
Yes,  it’s  true.  Go  check  out  Erin 
O’Brien  and  Sally  Moore  from 
Sept.  13th  -  Oct.  12th.  Located 
in  the  Green  Street  MBTA 
station.  Hours:  Tue.  from  6  -  9 
p.m.,  Wed.  from  12  -  9  p.m., 
Thurs.  12-9  p.m.,  and  Fri/Sat. 
12-5  p.m. 

The  Boston  Photo  Colla¬ 
borative 

This  offers  many 
photography  programs  and 
classes  for  all  ages,  with 
lectures  about  photography  and 
exhibits.  Located  on  67 
Brookside  Ave,  Jamaica  Plain 
Phone:  (617)-524-7566 


Caitlin  Allen,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


Suskind  Young  at  Arts 

This  program  offers 
an  array  of  long-  and  short¬ 
term  art  programs  for  teens  in 
the  Boston  area,  from 
songwriting  to  theatre  to 
poetry.  All  are  taught  by 
professionals,  and  every 
program  is  free.  Upcoming 
programs  include  songwriting, 
Broadway  (musical  theatre), 
and  Critic’s  Circle,  a  critical 
writing  program  that  offers 
opportunities  to  see 
performances  in  the  Theatre 
District  and  to  have  reviews 
appear  in  local  newspapers. 
Wang  Center  for  the 
Performing  Arts:  271  Tremont 
St.,  Boston,  MA.  Call  Jim 
Manning  at  (617)  424-6634. 

Boston  Children’s  Theatre 
Programs  offer  both 
performing  arts  classes  and 
mainstage  productions  for 
elementary  through  high 
school  age  students.  321 
Columbus  Ave,  Boston,  MA, 


CityLights 

This  great  South  End 
performing  arts  school  offers 
free  intensive  training  in 
dance,  singing  and  acting,  in 
return  for  a  promise  of 
commitment.  Contact  Duggan 
Hill,  1 1 54  Washington  St, 
Boston  MA  (617)  451-9034 

Huntington  Theatre  Company 

The  Huntington  offers 
free  after  school  programs  for 
middle  and  high  school 
students.  The  acting  class 
(grades  6  through  9)  focuses 
on  basic  theatre  training. 
Young  Voices  Playwriting 
Workshop  (grades  10  through 
12)  allows  students  to  work 
with  professional  playwrights 
on  a  long-term  basis  to 
construct  their  own  one-act 
play  and  end  with  a  staged 
reading  of  the  pieces.  Contact 
Donna  Glick,  Director  of 
Education/Outreach: 
djglick@bu.edu.  Located  at 
264  Huntington  Ave.,  Boston, 
MA. 
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Thieves  Graduate  to  Computers 


By  Meredith  Garry,  II 

Assistant  News  Editor 


By  the  time  most  BLS 
students  reach  senior  year, 
they  have  been  a  victim  of 
some  form  of  theft.  Pupils  are 
repeatedly  warned  to  prevent 
what  they  can  only  assume  to 
be  the  omnipresent  threat  of 
burglary.  Students  are  not 
allowed  to  share  lockers  in  any 
scenario,  and  calculators  are 
protected  ferociously.  Teachers 
are  also  on  alert  against  theft. 
One  teacher,  speaking  on  the 
condition  of  anonymity,  says 
“It’s  like  the  Grand  Banks,  the 
hunting  grounds. ..they  know 
where  to  come  for  the  game.” 
Who ‘they’ is,  precisely,  remains 
to  be  seen,  but  ‘they’  are 
certainly  quite  successful  in 
their  hunt  for  prey.  Burt  Carter 
(III)  says,  “They  took  my  TI-89 
and  my  wallet  while  I  was  in 
gym.  I  left  the  locker  room  a 
naive  young  eighth-grader, 
unknowing  of  the  unfair  world 
around  me,  but  I  returned  a 
cynic,  aware  of  the  cruelty 
lurking  in  the  community  of  my 
fellow  students.”  This  viewpoint 
is  common  amongst  many  BLS 
students.  Tracy  Fidelman  (III) 
says  “It’s  part  of  the  cheating, 


cutthroat  attitude  that  pervades 
the  student  body.  It  goes  back 
to  the  ineffectiveness  of  the 
Honor  Code  -  cheating,  lying, 
stealing.  Students  are  willing  to 
do  it  all,  they  just  get  better  at 
it.”  However,  for  all 
the  public  awareness 
of  the  prevalence  of 
theft  at  BLS,  many 
members  of  the 
school  community 
feel  uninformed.  One 
teacher  says  “They 
[the  administration] 
don’t  talk  to  us.  The 
average  teacher 
doesn’t  know 
anything  about  it” 

This  sentiment  is 
echoed  by  many 
students,  who  are 
frustrated  with  having 
wallets, textbooks, 
calculators, 
cellphones, and 
walkman, etc.  stolen. 

Masha  Zolotarev  (II)  had  to 
replace  a  textbook  last  year. 
She  says  of  the  incident  “I 
accidentally  left  it  at  lunch  and 
went  right  back  to  get  it,  but 
someone  had  taken  it.  I  went 
to  the  Lost  and  Found  every 
day  for  two  weeks  but  it  didn’t 
turn  up.” 


Yet  theft  at  BLS  is  more 
serious  an  issue  than  just 
having  to  pay  fifty  dollars  to 
replace  a  stolen  textbook. 
During  the  summer,  twelve 
CPUs  (the  box-like  ‘brain’  of  the 


computer)  were  stolen  in  what 
Director  of  Technology,  Mrs. 
Catherine  Meany  calls  a  “well- 
planned  attack.”  The  school 
department  wanted  to  re-sand 
the  wooden  floors,  and 
because  the  job  was 
supposedly  going  to  be 
completed  quickly,  the  contents 


of  entire  classrooms  were 
shifted  outside,  including 
computers.  The  job  took  longer 
to  complete  than  was  originally 
expected,  and  sometime 
between  July  10th  and  August 
1 2th,  the  twelve 
CPUs  were 
systematically 
stolen,  despite  the 
fact  that  they  were 
attached  to  the 
desks  with 
security  chains. 
Ms.  Meany  also 
said  that  several 
other  computers 
were  in  the 
process  of  being 
removed,  and  that 
the  thieves  had 
possibly  been 
interrupted. 
Valued  at  over 
$900  apiece,  the 
loss  of  the 
projector-  and 
video  card-  compatible  CPUs  is 
estimated  to  be  more  than  a 
thousand  dollars.  Neither  the 
school  department  nor  the  city 
have  insurance  policies  to 
cover  the  cost  of  the  theft. 
Luckily  for  BLS,  an  alumnus 
working  for  IBM  was  donating 
computers  to  BLS  through  an 


IBM  program.  The  technology 
staff  had  wanted  to  use  the 
donated  CPUs  in  other  areas, 
but  they  are  now  being  forced 
to  replace  the  stolen  units. 
Thankfully,  the  new  computers 
are  compatible  with  both  the 
video  cards  and  projectors,  and 
so  the  transition  will  hopefully 
go  smoothly. 

What  about  BLS  makes  it 
such  a  vulnerable  target  for 
theft?  Assistant  Headmaster 
Mr.  Malcolm  Flynn  says  of  the 
issue,  “The  theft  is  all  from  the 
inside.  If  stuff  is  there,  people 
will  steal.  Why  are  so  many 
textbooks  stolen?  Students  are 
stealing  from  students. .  .selfish 
people  are  stealing  from  their 
own  classmates.”  About  the 
computer  theft,  Flynn  says 
“Someone  simply  saw  an 
opportunity  and  stole 
them... that  was  not  [done  by] 
kids.”  Regardless  of  who  is 
responsible  for  the  high  rate  of 
theft  at  BLS,  it  continues  to 
affect  both  students  and 
teachers  alike.  Unless  the  BLS 
community  begins  to  take  more 
substantial  action  to  prevent 
theft,  such  as  strictly  enforcing 
the  Honor  Code,  it  looks  as  if 
students  will  be  forced  to  be  on 
guard. 
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Grade  Inflation:  A  Closer  Look 


BY  JOE  GRAHAM-FELSEN,  I 


By  Ashlyn  Garry,  IV 

Staff  Writer 


Grade  inflation  has 
recently  come  into  the  media 
spotlight.  Articles  regarding 
grade  inflation  have  been 
printed  by  prestigious 
publications  such  as  The 
Boston  Globe  and  The 
Chronicle  of  Higher  Education. 

In  “Matters  of  Honor”,  an 
article  by  Patrick  Healey, 
several  people  from  Harvard 
were  interviewed  about  grade 
inflation.  Last  June,  91%  of 
Harvard’s  graduating  class 
received  summa,  magna,  or 
cum  laude  honors.  This 
increase  has  been  attributed  to 
several  causes.  In  1 961 ,  it  was 
decided  that  students  would  be 
able  to  earn  cum  laude  honors 


by  taking  classes  not  required 
in  their  majors.  Some  feel  that 
when  the  minority  enrollment  in 
Harvard  increased,  teachers 
gave  the  non-Caucasians 
higher  grades  to  “level  the 
playing  field”.  During  the 
Vietnam-era,  excellent  grades 
were  needed  to  keep  should- 
be  soldiers  from  being  drafted. 
Only  1 9  men  from  Harvard  died 
while  serving.  The  faculty  never 
recovered  from  the  inflation 
needed  to  protect  their 
students. 

Harvey  C.  Mansfield,  a 
political-philosophy  professor 
from  Harvard  wrote  in  “Grade 
Inflation:  It’s  Time  to  Face  the 
Facts”  of  his  special 
“experiment”.  As  a  “longtime 
critic  of  grade  inflation”,  his 
classes’  marks  seemed  meager 
compared  to  the  rest  of  the 


school.  In  an  attempt  to  change 
the  differences  in  grades, 
Mansfield  established  a 
system.  For  the  official  record, 
he  gives  an  inflated  grade, 
which  is  usually  an  A.  But  to  his 
students,  an  unofficial  grade  is 
given  to  show  the  true  grade 
earned  from  work.  Harvey  C. 
Mansfield  was  nicknamed 
“Harvey  C.  Minus”  for  his  idea 
of  giving  out  two  marks.  It  is  a 
“way  for  me  [Mansfield]  to  show 
my  contempt  for  the  present 
system  yet  not  punish  students 
who  take  my  course”. 

High  school  grade 
inflation  is  addressed  in  “Grade 
Inflation:  the  Current  Fraud”  by 
M.  Donald  Thomas  and  William 
Bainbridge.  In  five  different 
schools  in  the  same  area,  there 
were  radical  differences 
CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  6 
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LET  YOUR  VOICE  BE  HEARD 
Many  administrative  decisions  are  made  at  the 
monthly  meeting  of  the  School  Site  Council.  Any 
student  or  parent  can  attend  and  let  their  opinion  be 
heard  on  a  wide  variety  of  issues.  The  next  SSC 
meeting  is  scheduled  for  Monday,  November  25,h  at 
6  pm  in  room  119.  It  will  include  a  discussion  of 
Honors  classes  in  Math  and  History  with  the  head 
of  each  department.  Last  year’s  changes  regarding 
English,  Modern  Language,  and  Science  Honors 
courses  will  be  reviewed  along  with  the  BLS  budget 
at  the  December  16th  SSC  meeting.  If  you  can’t 
attend  contact  your  respective  representative. 


GOODBYE/HELLO  BLS 

Noticed  anyone  missing  from  BLS? 
The  two  secretaries  from  the  Main  Office 
retired  October  31st.  Emily  DiCesare 
started  at  BLS  in  September  of  1986  and 
Shirley  Peznola  joined  the  ranks  in  1990. 
We  wish  them  a  happy  and  healthy 
retirement.  The  new  office  manager  is  no 
stranger  to  BLS.  Mrs.  Malone  worked  at 
BLS  from  1988-1996.  She  then  went  on 
to  BLS  Academy  followed  by  the  O’Bryant. 
Welcome  back! 


RETURN  TO  THE  COLISEUM 

The  Boston  Latin-Boston 
English  Thanksgiving  Day  game  will 
be  returning  to  Harvard  Stadium  this 
year.  It  will  be  the  1 1 6m  game  in  what 
is  the  longest  continuous  high  school 
football  rivalry  in  the  nation.  Kickoff 
is  1 0  AM.  Stop  by  the  BLS  bookstore 
to  purchase  pom  poms,  paw  tattoos, 
and  sweatshirts  for  the  game.  Go 
Pack!  Bomb  the  Blue! 
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In  the  last  issue  the  lead  article  dealt  with  the 
Honor  Code.  We  didn’t  receive  one  response.  Are 
students  not  concerned  about  the  Honor  Code? 
Or  do  they  think  the  situation  is  hopeless,  that  the 
Honor  Code  will  never  be  enforced?  The  Honor 
Code  does  not  just  encompass  cheating,  it  includes 
graffiti  and  stealing,  both  of  which  are  chronic 
problems  at  Latin.  The  solution  is  not  to  turn  our 


Q:  How  does 
the  Argo  make 
up  these 
questions? 

A:  Sugar  keeps 
us  going. 

Q:  Who  had 
the  best 
Halloween 

costume  this  year? 

A:  White  Nelly.  Wait,  no.  The  21  seniors  who 
came  in  as  the  X-Men  definitely  had  the  best 
costumes. 

Q:  But  why  spandex? 

A:  Spandex?  I  heard  that  it  was  actually  body 
paint. 

Q:  Whose  brilliant  idea  was  it  to  dress  up  as  the 
X-men? 

A:  Who  else  but  Johnny  B.  Greene... 

Q:  Is  Archangel  single? 

A:  Yeah,  we  really  don't  know  where  the  rest  of 
his  brain  cells  went.  Oh,  you  mean...  no,  he 
doesn’t  have  mono. 

Q:  Remember  the  mono  outbreak  of  '99? 

A:  Oooo,  the  Mountain  Dew  just  got  here. 


backs  on  the  problem.  This  just  lets  it  fester  and 
eventually  grow  strong  enough  to  overwhelm  us  all. 
We  must  band  together  to  make  a  difference. 

The  SSC  has  responded  to  this  problem  b  y 
creating  a  standing  subcommittee  for  the  Honor  Code. 
The  subcommittee  is  looking  for  students  to  give  them 
input  to  shape  future  policy  regarding  the  Honor  Code. 
Interested  students  should  contact  me. 

Congratulations  to  Mr.  Malcolm  Flynn,  Assistant 
Headmaster,  who  was  awarded  a  BPS  Service 
Excellence  Award  on  October  16,  2002.  Among  the 
recipients  Mr.  Flynn  was  unique  in  that  he  was  the 
only  Boston  Public  School  employee  nominated  by  a 
student.  Anita  Yip,  I.  The  event  took  place  at  the  Paul 
A.  Dever  School  in  Dorchester. 

Johnny 


Q:  Were  these  costumes  Ms  Kelley  approved? 
A: 


Q:  Doesn’t  the  Argo  have  better  things  to  do 
than  to  discuss  Halloween  Costumes? 

A:  Yes,  “Stop  writing  Ask  the  Argo  and  finish 
the  paper!”  -  Johnny  (Final  Friday,  9pm) 

Q:  Is  the  Argo  endorsing  a  gubernatorial 
candidate? 

A:  Had  to  use  “gubernatorial.”  But  really,  we 
support  the  purple  party  candidate. 

A:  She  wants  to  “legalize  pot  and  tax  it.” 

Q:  Who  is  Barbara  Johnson,  Alex? 

Q:  Why  did  Ms.  Kelley  not  approve  the  name 
change  of  a  certain  BLS  club  to  “Organization 
for  the  Reducation  of  Global  Youth" 

A:  O.R.G.Y  is  the  club’s  acroynm 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 

Boston  Latin  School  Argo  Staff 

Editor  in  Chief 

John  Greene,  I 

News  Editor 

Rebecca  Greening,  I 

Assistant  News  Editor 

Meredith  Garry,  II 

A&E  Editor 

Hana  Yoo,  I 

Assistant  A&E  Editors 

Lily  Mooney,  II 
Nafkote  Tamirat,  II 

Sports  Editor 

Jonathan  Krieger,  I 

Assistant  Sports  Editors 

Robert  Russell,  I 
Mitty,  ? 

Layout  Editors 

Burt  Carter,  III 
Longjie  Dai,  I 
Layout  Associates 
Edward  Chiu,  III 
Bobby  Zheng,  III 
Ying  Ying  Fok,  III 

Copy  Editor 

Jenny  Chan,  I 
Copy  Editing  Associates 

Katie  Chong,  II 
Amy  Lee,  I 
Jin  Bin  Liu,  III 
Isaac  Meister,  III 
Lai  Nguyen,  I 
Ximin  Jessica  Sun,  II 
Muching  Zhang,  II 

Technology  Editor 

Julie  Ng,  I 

Assistant  Technology  Editor 

Ke  Zhang,  IV 


A&E  Corrections  For  Issue  I 

“Twelve  Angry  Men”  -Will  be  performed  in  the 
auditorium  on  December  6lh,  7Ih,  and  8th. 

Cabaret  Night-  will  be  on  December  13th. 


The  Dining  Room-  will  be  holding  auditions  on 
December  10th  and  1 1th  in  the  Black  Box  after 
school.  Callbacks  will  be  on  December  17th. 
The  BLS  performances  will  be  held  on  March 
21sl-23rd. 


ARGO 

BOSTON  LATIN  SCHOOL 
78  AVENUE  LOUIS  PASTEUR 
BOSTON,  MA02115 


Mission  Statement 
Pete  re  Veritatem 

The  Argo  strives,  in  accordance  with  the  highest  standards  of 
journalism,  to  inform  and  inspire  its  readers,  to  provide  a  forum 
for  constructive  debate,  and  to  foster  understanding  among 
all  members  of  the  Boston  Latin  School  community. 


Boston  Latin  School 


Are 


Photography  Editors 

Robert  Timmerman,  I 
James  Zhen,  I 

Graphic  Arts  Editor 

Joe  Graham-Felsen,  I 

Business  Managers 

Shantelle  Anderson,  II 
Aubrie  Pagano,  II 

Editorial  Board  Assistants 

Presten  Bays,  III 
Lisa  Chung,  I 
Lin  Ma,  II 
Khue  Nguyen, V 
Ferdinand  Percentie,  III 
Trude  Raizen,  III 
Yen  Truong,  I 


1994  First  Place 
Winner  of  New 
England  Scholastic 
Press  Association 
Competition 


1997  New  England 
Scholastic  Press 
Association  Superior 
Achievement  Award 


1998  New  England 
Scholastic  Press 
Association  Superior 
Achievement  Award 


1996  Third  Place 
Winner  of  Suffolk 
University  High 
School  Journalism 
Competition 


1996  New  England 
Scholastic  Press 
Association  Superior 
Achievement  Award 


Faculty  Adviser 

Malcolm  Flynn 

GENERAL  STAFF 

Tracy  Fidelman,  III 
Danyank  Lok,  II 
Leon  Zheng,  III 

SPECIAL  THANKS  TO 

Ms.  Freeman 
Mr.  Gwiazda 
Mr.  Pow 
Mr.  Tyner 


November  2002 


Pace  3 


- - —  News 

Adding  IMmediacy  to  the  Internet 


By  Hana  Yoo,  I 

A&E  Editor 


The  first  thing  that  Julie 
Vadnal  sees  in  the  morning 
when  she  wakes  up  and  the  last 
thing  she  sees  at  night  before 
she  goes  to  sleep  is  her 
computer  screen.  Vadnal,  17,  of 
Des  Plaines,  IL,  accesses 
America  Online  and  AOL 
Instant  Messenger  every  time 
she  goes  on  the  computer.  She 
uses  instant  messenger  for  four 
to  six  hours  a  day  on  average. 
“I’m  sure  it’s  been  more  on 
some  days,”  Vadnal  said. 

During  the  summer, 
Vadnal  goes  online  at  around  7 
p.m.  and  chats  until  1  a.m. 
During  the  school  year,  Vadnal 
leaves  instant  messenger  on 
when  writing  papers  or  doing 
research,  in  case  she  wants  to 
take  a  break  from  her  work. 

Though  she  says  her 
“AIM  addiction”  is  “pathetic,”  like 
many  other  teens  Vadnal  sees 
some  benefits  of  instant 
messenger.  “People  are  more 
honest,”  she  says.  “It’s  brought 
me  closer  to  my  friends  than  I 
ever  thought  it  would.”  Vadnal 
even  preferred  instant 
messaging  her  ex-boyfriend  to 
talking  to  him  on  the  phone 
when  making  plans  or  talking 


out  problems.  “You  avoid 
confrontations  with  people 
face-to-face  because  it’s  easier 
to  bring  up  things  online,” 
she  said. 

Vadnal  isn’t  the 
only  one  using  the  instant 
messenger.  A  2001  study 
by  the  Pew  Internet  and 
American  Life  Project 
found  that  more  than  1 2.5 
million  teenagers  aged  12 
to  1 7  .use  the  instant 
messenger.  69  percent  of 
these  adolescents  use 
instant  messenger  more 
than  once  a  week.  Almost 
one  fifth  of  online  teens  in 
the  study  said  they  used 
instant  messenger  as  the 
primary  means  to  contact 
friends. 

Amanda 
Lenhart,  28,  a  research 
specialist  at  Pew,  said 
that  instant  messenger 
appeals  to  teens  because 
it  is  spontaneous  and  has 
an  element  of  secrecy. 
“Their  parents  may  not 
know  what  they’re  saying,  and 
teens  like  that,”  said  Lenhart. 
“They  use  their  own 
abbreviations  and  emotions, 
like  smiley  faces.  It’s  like  a 
secret  code.” 

Teenagers  also  like 
instant  messenger  because  it 


allows  them  to  carry  on  long¬ 
distance  friendships  and 
relationships,  said  Lenhart,  one 


of  the  Pew  study’s  principal 
researchers.  “It  used  to  be  that 
you’d  meet  a  friend  at  camp  and 
write  a  letter  or  two,  but  by  next 
spring  it  would  just  be  a 
memory,”  said  Lenhart.  “Now 
you  can  keep  track  of  people, 
drop  them  a  short  note,  and  it 


doesn't  take  much  effort.” 

There  is  a  downside, 
however.  “Misunderstandings 
are  more  frequent,”  said 
Lenhart.  She  said  some 
teens  in  the  study  fought 
more  with  their  friends 
online,  since  they  could 
not  ascertain  tone  or 
facial  expression.  Other 
teens  said  they  used 
instant  messenger  for 
difficult  conversations, 
such  as  breaking  up  with 
a  significant  other. 

Some  teenagers  meet 
people  through  instant 
messenger.  Mingjian 
Chen  (I)  began  talking  to 
her  best  friend  and  her 
boyfriend  online.  She 
said  knowing  her  best 
friend  exclusively  online 
_  made  it  easier  to  open 
<  up.  “It’s  not  the  physical 
S  contact  that  makes  a 
o  friendship,”  she  said.  “It’s 
o  understanding.” 

£  Yet  instant  messenger 
does  not  captivate 
everyone.  Leanne  Gaffney  (I) 
said  that  instant  messenger 
annoys  her  because  everyone 
talks  to  so  many  people  at 
once,  making  it  difficult  to  have 
a  decent  conversation.  “A  lot  of 
humor  is  lost  through  typing,” 
Gaffney  said.  “The  inside  jokes 


are  never  as  funny.  Maybe  I  just 
don’t  type  fast  enough.”  All  in 
all,  Gaffney  said  that  instant 
messenger  “seems  like  an 
amazing  waste  of  energy  and 
time.” 

Jenny  Chan  (I)  said 
that  once  she  starts  talking  to 
her  friends  via  instant 
messenger,  she  loses  track  of 
time  and  “can’t  really  stop.” 
Since  she  would  rather  talk 
online  than  do  homework,  the 
instant  messenger  has  actually 
proved  to  be  a  major 
distraction.  However,  Chan  said 
she  sometimes  feels  “elated”  to 
see  someone’s  screen  name 
appear  on  her  buddy  list. 
“Seeing  someone  in  person  has 
less  of  that  excitement,”  Chan 
said.  “Having  someone  pop  up 
online  has  an  element  of 
surprise.” 

Instant  messenger’s 
popularity  continues  to  rise 
among  teenagers  as  they  date, 
relate,  and  navigate  their  way 
through  the  social  scene,  both 
online  and  offline.  Amanda 
Lenhart  predicts  that  it  will 
always  be  part  of  a  whole  range 
of  forms  of  communication. 

“It’s  a  way  of  talking 
we’ve  never  encountered 
before,”  said  Lenhart. 
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A  °  Clubs  Beware! 

AP  Classes 


By  Trude  Raizen,  III 

Staff  Writer 


Some  students  at  Boston 
Latin  have  been  grumbling  over 
the  current  availability  of 
Advanced  Placement  classes. 
These  classes  are  worth 
college  credit  if  their  tests  are 
passed  and  can  provide  a 
significant  advantage  to 
entering  college  freshmen  by 
freeing  up  schedules  or,  if 
students  have  enough  credits, 
earning  them  sophomore 
status  in  their  first  year.  AP 
classes  also  provide  a 
significant  boost  to  students’ 
grade  point  averages.  At  Latin, 
several  classes  are  available 
junior  year,  including  Latin 
Vergil,  Writing,  Biology,  and 
Chemistry.  There  are  more 
options  senior  year;  however, 
some  students  feel  that  they  are 
at  a  disadvantage  since  various 
other  schools  allow  students  to 
take  AP  classes  as  early  as 
freshman  year. 

In  many  suburban 
schools  there  are  AP  classes 
this  early.  For  example, 
students  who  have  reached  an 
advanced  level  in  a  modern 
language  are  allowed  to  take 
the  AP  class  in  freshman  year 
in  Brookline.  A  multi-year  AP 
math  class  is  also  offered  at 
Brookline  High  School.  AP 
World  History  is  offered  in  many 


other  schools  as  a  two-year 
course  for  9th  and  10th 
graders.  At  BLS,  two  years  of 
World  History  are  required,  but 
even  if  the  AP  test  is  taken  and 
passed  it  is  not  figured  into 
students’  GPAs  or  listed  on 
transcripts  as  an  AP  class. 

At  Stuyvesant  High 
School,  an  exam  school  in  New 
York,  AP  classes  are  available 
in  language,  history,  or  any 
other  subject  as  long  as  the 
student  has  enough 
background  in  the  course. 
Thus,  someone  fluent  in 
Spanish,  either  because  it  is 
spoken  at  home  or  they  have 
taken  classes  for  years,  could 
take  AP  Spanish  Literature. 

Mr.  Flynn  explains  that  he 
believes  the  AP  courses  in 
some  schools  are  not  very 
challenging,  and  students  may 
have  difficulty  passing  the  test. 
If  this  were  true,  why  would 
these  schools  offer  the  courses 
so  soon?  BLS  AP  classes, 
however,  might  indeed  be  at  a 
higher  level  than  those  of  other 
schools,  just  as  the  regular 
courses  are.  What  remains  to 
be  seen  is  if  this  higher  level  of 
achievement  could  be 
maintained  with  the  addition  of 
more  courses.  However,  if  more 
students  express  an  interest  in 
meeting  the  challenge,  the 
administration  would  be  willing 
to  consider  changing  the  AP 
structure. 


By  Yuanjian  Li,  III 

Contributing  Writer 

At  the  end  of  June  2002, 
the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  gave 
schools  the  right  to  test 
students  participating  in  any 
extracurricular  activity  for 
possible  drug  use  in  a  5-4 
decision  upholding  the  random 
drug-testing  program  in 
Tecumseh,  OK. 

This  decision  marked  a 
defeat  for  Lindsay  Earl,  a 
former  Tecumseh  honor 
student  who  had  objected  to  the 
school  district’s  program, 
claiming  that  it  was  useless  and 
violates  the  fourth 
amendment’s  prohibition  of 
“unreasonable  searches.” 

However,  in  support  of 
such  a  policy,  the  majority  of  the 
Supreme  Court  Justices 
asserted  that  school  officials 
have  a  responsibility  to  ensure 
the  health  and  safety  of 
students,  a  fact  that  overrides 
the  students’  concerns  over 
privacy.  Furthermore,  since  the 
results  of  the  drug  tests  are  not 
turned  over  to  the  police,  the 
drug  policy  does  not 
necessarily  meet  the  fourth 
amendment  standards 
concerning  criminal 

investigation.  Also,  as  noted  by 
Justice  Stephen  Breyer,  the 
drug  test  program  “avoids 
subjecting  the  entire  school  to 
testing”,  thus  “preserving  an 
option  for  a  conscientious 


objector”  refusing  to  take  the 
test  and  thus  giving  up  all 
extracurricular  activities. 

In  a  dissent,  Justice  Ruth 
Bader  Ginsburg  wrote  that  the 
upheld  program  “is  not 
reasonable;  it  is  capricious, 
even  perverse.”  She  argues 
that  the  “policy  targets  for 
testing  a  student  population 
least  likely  to  be  at  risk  from 
illicit  drugs.”  In  response  to  a 
precedent  set  by  the  Supreme 
Court  in  1995  upholding  a 
similar  drug  policy  for  student 
athletes,  Justice  Ginsburg  said 
that  that  decision  involved  a 
group  of  students  susceptible  to 
drug-related  injury,  and  that 
there  was  proof  of  the 
involvement  of  individual 
athletes  using  drugs;  however, 
she  argued,  there  exists  no 
justification  for  such  a  program 
in  Tecumseh  for  students  with 
none  of  these  problems. 

The  supporters  of  drug 
tests,  such  as  the  Drug-Free 
Schools  Coalition,  cheered  the 
Supreme  Court’s  decision, 
saying  that  the  schools  would 
be  safer  and  students  would 
have  an  excuse  to  decline 
friends’  invitations  to  use  drugs. 

The  forces  opposing  drug 
tests  doubt  the  effectiveness  of 
such  a  program  in  reducing  the 
number  of  students  involved  in 
drug  use  since  among  the  505 
students  subjected  to  tests  in 
Tecumseh,  only  three  tested 
positive.  Also,  they  are 


concerned  over  the  high  cost  of 
such  a  program  and  costing 
usually  around  $10-$20  per 
test,  and  its  effect  upon  the 
already  tight  education 
budgets,  despite  the  $472 
million  in  federal  funding  under 
a  legislation  signed  by 
President  Bush  last  year. 
Moreover,  privacy  advocates, 
such  as  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union,  express 
concern  over  the  erosion  of 
students’  privacy  and  the  basic 
rights  of  the  American  people. 

Although  the  road  has 
been  largely  cleared  for  schools 
wishing  to  initiate  a  drug-testing 
program,  only  a  small  fraction 
of  U.S.  schools  actually  adopt 
such  a  program.  The  major 
hindrances  lie  in  funding, 
community  opposition  and  the 
possibility  of  going  through  an 
expensive  lawsuit  as  in  the 
case  of  Tecumseh. 

Massachusetts,  a  state 
with  a  long  tradition  of  guarding 
the  people’s  civil  liberties,  is 
unlikely  to  adopt  a  random 
drug-testing  program,  for 
school  officials  can  recall  no 
instance  of  such  a  program  in 
Massachusetts’  history. 
Moreover,  Massachusetts’s 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  has 
always  protected  citizens  from 
random  testing  in  the  past,  such 
as  in  its  1991  ruling  which 
ended  a  random  drug-testing 
program  initiated  by  the  Boston 
Police  Department. 
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Editorial 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Mixed-Up  Media 
Priorities 


A  bomb  goes  off  in  a 
karaoke  bar,  killing  three.  Ter¬ 
rorists  attack  a  French  oil  tanker 
in  the  Gulf  of  Aden  and  one 
crew  member  dies.  Assassins 
shoot  and  kill  a  U.S.  Marine  in 
Kuwait  and  an  American  envoy 
in  Jordan.  A  catastrophic  explo¬ 
sion  at  a  Bali  nightclub  leaves 
upwards  of  180  dead  and  hun¬ 
dreds  more  injured.  Less  than 
a  week  later,  explosions  on 
three  consecutive  days  in  Pa¬ 
kistan  and  the  Philippines  result 
in  seven  fatalities  and  nine  in¬ 
juries.  Within  a  month,  nearly 
200  people  have  died,  victims 
of  a  vicious  terrorist  organiza¬ 
tion  that  appears  to  have  un¬ 
leashed  a  new  wave  of  global 


violence  without  a  foreseeable 
end,  and  hardly  anyone  no¬ 
tices. 

Far-fetched  as  it  may 
seem,  this  scenario  is  currently 
playing  itself  out.  Within  the 
month  of  October  alone,  the  al- 
Qaeda  terrorist  organization, 
responsible  for  the  Sept.  1 1  at¬ 
tacks,  and  various  Islamic  mili¬ 
tant  groups  closely  linked  to  it 
have  been  implicated  in  at  least 
seven  separate  terrorist  at¬ 
tacks.  Through  offshoot  groups 
such  as  Jemaah  Islamiyah  and 
Abu  Sayyaf,  Osama  bin 
Laden’s  organization  has  been 
ratcheting  up  its  level  of  activ¬ 
ity,  striking  against  Western  in¬ 
terests  around  the  world,  from 


Yemen  to  Kuwait  to  the  Philip¬ 
pines  to  Indonesia.  U.S. 
counterterrorism  officials  report 
that  al-Qaeda  prisoners  “keep 
talking  about  a  spectacular 
event,”  and  CIA  chief  George 
Tennet  has  warned  that  “the 
threat  environment  we  face  is 
as  bad  as  it  was  before  Sept. 
1 1 .  It  is  serious  -  they  have  re¬ 
constituted;  they  are  coming  af¬ 
ter  us.”  Clearly,  al-Qaeda  has 
not  been  completely  dis¬ 
mantled  and  it  still  poses  a 
grave  threat  to  the  security  of 
the  American  people.  Yet  this 
resurgent  threat  has  largely 
gone  ignored.  The  media  bom¬ 
bards  us  with  wall-to-wall  cov¬ 
erage  of  the  D.C.  sniper,  inter¬ 


spersed  with  such  headlines  as 
“California  boy  honored  for  us¬ 
ing  supersoaker  to  save  lives  of 
two  puppies.”  A  10-minute  re¬ 
port  on  the  sniper’s  latest  vic¬ 
tim  is  followed  by  a  spot  lasting 
perhaps  30  seconds  on  the  1 80 
deaths  in  Bali.  Because  of  the 
media’s  misplaced  priorities, 
most  Americans  are  not  even 
aware  of  al-Qaeda’s  recent 
spate  of  attacks.  The  Bush  ad¬ 
ministration,  meanwhile,  is  ab¬ 
sorbed  with  its  plans  for  a  war 
on  Iraq,  a  war  that  will  inevita¬ 
bly  detract  valuable  resources 
from  the  still  unfinished  cam¬ 
paign  against  murderous  and 
undeterrable  terrorist  groups. 


We  must  not  allow  our¬ 
selves  to  fall  back  into  the  pre- 
Sept.  1 1  pattern  of  willful  igno¬ 
rance,  of  focusing  on  the  sen¬ 
sational  at  the  expense  of  the 
substantive,  of  closing  our  eyes 
to  global  threats  and  assuming 
that  if  we  pretend  they  aren’t 
there  they  will  go  away.  The 
media,  the  government  and  the 
American  people  must  re¬ 
evaluate  their  priorities.  We 
must  remember  that,  as  Sept. 
11  taught  us,  if  we  ignore  the 
threat  posed  by  an  organization 
as  dangerous  as  al-Qaeda,  we 
will  ultimately  pay  a  horrific 
price. 


Remember  in  kindergar¬ 
ten  when  teachers  talked  about 
every  student  being  unique  and 
different?  The  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  is  single- 
handedly  refuting  these  ideals 
embedded  into  students’  minds 
at  an  early  age  with  its  imple¬ 
mentation  of  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Comprehensive  Assess¬ 
ment  System  as  a  graduation 
requirement.  The  MCAS  is  un¬ 
fair.  It  is  unfair  to  Special  Edu¬ 
cation  students.  It  is  unfair  to 
students  who  attend  Technical 
and  Art  Schools.  It  is  unfair  to 
students  who  participate  in  En¬ 
glish  as  a  Second  Language 
programs.  The  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  is  prepared 
to  deny  students  in  the  class  of 
2003  and  beyond  a  high  school 
diploma.  Many  of  these  stu¬ 
dents  are  hapless  victims  of 
school  systems  that  are  under¬ 
funded.  The  students  have 
passed  individual  school  sys¬ 
tem  requirements  and  have  at¬ 
tended  school  diligently,  yet 
they  will  be  denied  a  diploma. 
This  is  blatantly  unfair.  A  high 
school  diploma  is  a  tool  needed 
in  society.  Admittedly,  it  is  not 
essential,  but  it  is  important.  It 
is  a  key  that  the  state  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  unfairly  withhold  from 
many  deserving  students. 

Education  reform  is  des¬ 


The  MCAS  Cookie  Cutter 


perately  needed,  but  the 
MCAS,  in  its  present  form,  is 
not  the  answer. 

The  students  who 
comprise  the  class 
of  2003  have  not  all 
been  given  the 
same  educational 
opportunities.  The 
education  one  re¬ 
ceives  at  Lowell, 

Lynn,  and  count¬ 
less  other  public 
high  schools  is 
worlds  apart  from 
the  education  one 
receives  in  Weston 
or  Wellesley.  The 
amount  of  money  a 
school  system  des¬ 
ignates  for  per-pu- 
pil  expenditure  is  in 
direct  correlation 
with  the  property 
value  in  the  city  or 
town.  Therefore 
Weston  has  a  more 
abundant  supply  of 
money  available  to 
finance  its  schools. 

The  Common¬ 
wealth  is  fooling  it¬ 
self  if  it  truly  believes  each  and 
every  student  who  takes  advan¬ 
tage  of  public  education  within 
the  state  receives  the  same 
education.  If  students  are  not 
given  the  same  educational  op¬ 


high  school  diploma. 

The  fact  does  remain  that 
education  re¬ 
form  is  needed. 
The  MCAS,  if 
administered 
correctly,  does 
have  the  poten¬ 
tial  to  reform 
education.  The 
MCAS  can  be 
used  to  highlight 
school  systems 
that  come  up 
significantly  be¬ 
hind  their  coun¬ 
terparts.  In  es¬ 
sence,  the 

school  systems 
that  have  stu¬ 
dents  who  con¬ 
sistently  have 
difficulty  passing 
the  exams  need 
to  be  viewed  as 
failing  their  stu¬ 
dents.  The 

school  systems 
need  the  im¬ 
provement.  In 
addition,  it  is 
conceivable  to 
use  the  test  as  a  graduation 
requirement  for  current 
5,hgraders,  the  class  of  2010, 
who  will  be  the  first  students  in 
the  state  to  go  through  the  com¬ 
plete  MCAS  curriculum  de¬ 


portunities,  they  cannot  be  held 
to  the  same  standards.  Until 


the  playing  field  is  leveled  and 
each  child  attending  a  public 
school  within  the  Common¬ 
wealth  receives  an  equal  edu¬ 
cation,  the  MCAS  should  not  be 
used  as  a  requirement  for  a 


signed  as  a  result  of  the  Edu¬ 
cation  Reform  Act  of  1993.  It 
should  only  be  used  as  a  di¬ 
ploma  requirement  if  the  tests 
have  sufficiently  reformed  the 
educational  system  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  to  guarantee  each  and 
every  child  an  equal  education. 

Each  child  is  different  and 
learns  in  a  different  way. 
Howard  Gardner,  a  professor  at 
the  Harvard  Graduate  School  of 
Education,  believes  there  are 
seven  possible  intelligences 
that  a  person  may  hold.  Only 
two  of  these  intelligences  can 
be  sufficiently  measured  using 
number  two  pencils  and  bubble 
sheets.  The  others  have  to  do 
with  the  unique  skills  that  are 
valuable  to  society.  At  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School  it  is  easy  to 
forget  that  there  are  students 
who  struggle  with  the  MCAS. 
There  are  students  who  will  be 
told  that  they  are  failures  and 
will  be  denied  a  high  school  di¬ 
ploma  because  they  have  a  dif¬ 
ferent  learning  style  and  differ¬ 
ent  strengths  or  because  they 
have  not  been  given  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  that  so  many  take  for 
granted.  The  MCAS  is  attempt¬ 
ing  to  address  education  with  a 
one-size-fits-all  solution.  Too 
bad  it  doesn’t  fit. 


Where  Are  All  the  Privileges? 


Senior  year  should  be  a 
year  full  of  privileges,  a  year  in 
which  one  reaps  the  benefits  of 
the  hard  work  put  in  during  his 
years  as  an  underclassman. 
However,  Boston  Latin’s  sys¬ 
tem,  or  rather  lack  thereof, 
seems  as  if  there  isn’t  any  re¬ 
spect  for  these  accomplished 
students.  Unlike  many  of  the 
other  schools  in  Massachusetts 
(Newton  North,  Newton  South, 
Brookline  and  Lexington  to 
name  a  few),  our  school  lacks 
many  of  the  privileges  that 


should  be  available  to  upper¬ 
classmen.  These  privileges  in¬ 
clude  a  senior  lounge  (Senior 
Academic  Center)  and  an  open 
campus  during  lunch.  Last 
year’s  seniors  were  permitted 
to  go  to  the  senior  section  of  the 
Dining  Hall  during  their  R1  -  R4 
studies,  but  the  privilege  has 
not  been  extended  to  this  year’s 
class.  Although  the  idea  of  an 
open  campus  may  seem  radi¬ 
cal,  many  high  schools  are  al¬ 
ready  putting  this  concept  into 
practice  as  a  reward  for  the 


hard  work  and  accomplish¬ 
ments  of  their  seniors.  An  open 
campus  should  be  available  for 
upperclassmen,  namely  juniors 
and  seniors.  This  would  not 
only  be  a  reward  to  the  seniors 
but  also  something  for  many  of 
the  underclassmen  to  look  for¬ 
ward  to.  Upperclassmen 
should  be  able  to  leave  early 
when  they  have  a  last  period 
study.  Obviously,  people  with 
a  fifth  period  study  do  not  have 
a  chance  to  leave  early.  Thus, 
as  compensation,  they  should 


be  allowed  to  go  to  the  Galleria 
for  some  food  other  than  school 
lunch.  These  privileges  should 
be  revoked  if  one  is  found  tardy 
to  school,  classes  or  even  other 
study  periods  more  than  a  set 
amount  of  times.  Senior  class 
officers  need  to  spearhead  the 


effort  for  upperclassmen  privi¬ 
leges.  They  should  request  that 
the  senior  section  of  the  Dining 
Hall  be  permanently  designated 
for  use  during  studies.  This 
would  be  a  good  first  step  to¬ 
ward  a  real  policy  of  privileges 
for  upperclassmen. 
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Op-Ed 


Living  in  Fear  is  Not  an  Option 


Social  justice  is  not 
something  we  actively  pursue 
in  America.  Occasionally  it  is 
an  additional  perk  of  our 
actions,  but  it  is  never  the 
justification  for  them.  We  are 
terrified  and  horrified  that  we 
may  suffer,  offend  people,  or 
destroy  our  precious  economy 
because  of  activism.  The  whole 
of  American  history  can  be 
seen  as  a  history  of  fear.  Fear 
allowed  Hitler  and  Mussolini  to 
rise  to  power  and  seize  much 
of  Europe,  and  even  when  it 
was  clear  they  aimed  for  us, 
only  an  overt  action  of  war 
brought  us  to  it.  Fear  placed 
American-supported  dictators 
in  countless  critical  regions 
because  we  could  not  risk 
democratic  candidates  rising  to 
power  on  Socialist  platforms. 
Fear  decimated  the  American 
left,  to  the  point  that  the  word 
“Socialist”  is  still  an  insult.  Fear 
kept  America  out  of  countless 
places  because  of  our  failure  in 
Vietnam.  It  allowed  Rwanda 
and  Cambodia  to  become  case 
studies  of  genocide  in  Facing 
History.  We  call  ourselves  the 
‘most  powerful  nation  in  the 
world’,  the  ‘only  superpower’, 


The  idea  of  preservation 
began  in  the  early  1 830s,  when 
George  Catlin  began  pushing 
for  National  Parks.  He  noticed 
Native  Americans,  who  origi¬ 
nally  believed  in  the  sanctity  of 
Mother  Nature,  slaughtering 
hundreds  of  buffalo  for  their 
tongues.  They  then  traded  the 
tongues  for  rifles  and  whiskey. 
Shocked  at  this  carnage,  he 
then  laid  the  groundwork  for  the 
American  National  Parks  Ser¬ 
vice.  In  the  early  1900s,  Teddy 
Roosevelt  made  that  dream  a 
reality,  saving  vast  tracts  of  land 
from  deforestation  and  devel¬ 
opment.  These  parks  now  hold 
some  of  America’s  most  endan¬ 
gered  animals.  If  anyone  sug¬ 
gested  drilling  for  oil  in  these 
states,  the  proposal  would  be 
obliterated  by  environmental¬ 
ists,  nature  lovers,  and  con¬ 
cerned  biologists.  The  destruc¬ 
tion  of  such  a  proposal  would 
be  swift  and  complete.  How¬ 
ever,  when  President  Bush  sug¬ 
gests  such  an  idea  in  Alaska, 
the  crown  jewel  of  American 
wildlife  and  home  to  many  of 
America’s  endangered  ani¬ 
mals,  people  are  actually  con¬ 
sidering  such  a  destructive  pro¬ 
posal. 

America,  the  world’s  rich¬ 
est  and  arguably  the  most 
bloated  country,  does  not  need 
another  source  of  oil,  especially 
not  in  Alaska.  President  Bush 
is  pushing  to  build  1,300  new 
power  plants  and  has  cut  fund¬ 
ing  for  renewable  energy  by  33 
percent.  Counterintuitive?  Defi¬ 
nitely.  Here’s  a  basic  physics 
lesson-the  Earth  is  a  closed 
system;  one  can’t  create  more 
energy  and  can  only  use  exist- 


and  yet  we  were  paralyzed  by 
the  deaths  of  three  thousand 
people. 

We  must  advocate  social 
justice  if  ever  we  wish  to  be 
powerful  and  respected;  we 
must  overcome  our  fears.  No 
nation  in  the  history  of  the  world 
has  such  an  opportunity  to  do 
what  is  right,  and  while  at  times 
what  that  may  be  is  question¬ 
able,  in  most  cases  it  is 
apparent.  Few  today  doubt  that 
the  United  States  should  have 
prevented  the  Holocaust,  yet 
everyday  people  expe-rience 
similar  injustices  that  we  ignore. 
Merely  because  we  have  a 
precedent  of  standing  by  does 
not  mean  that  we  must  forever 
continue  down  the  path  of  self- 
interest. 

Iraq  is  one  of  the 
countries  that  we  have  passed 
over.  We  ignored  it  when 
Saddam  gassed  the  Kurds, 
when  he  brutally  repressed 
dissenters,  when  he  warred 
against  Iran.  We  must  act.  We 
must  destroy  the  base  of 
Saddam’s  power  and  place  him 
and  his  leading  supporters  in 
front  of  a  United  Nations  War 
Crimes  Tribunal.  It  does  not 


matter  whether  he  poses  a 
threat.  It  does  not  matter  if  he 
does  not  have  weapons  of 
mass  destruction  or  if  he  would 
use  them  against  us.  It  does 
not  matter  if  it  will  ‘destabilize’ 
the  precarious  balance  of  pro- 
American  dictatorships  and 
theocracies  in  the  region.  It 
does  not  matter  if  it  will  destroy 
the  economy.  As  human 
beings,  informed,  empowered, 
and  concerned,  we  are  in  a 
position  to  ease  the  suffering  of 
the  Iraqi  people,  and  failure  to 
even  attempt  to  do  so  is  a  direct 
condemnation  of  us. 

It  is  desirable,  even 
fashionable,  to  oppose  war  in 
Iraq,  and  there  are  many  fronts 
from  which  this  opinion  flows. 
None  of  the  protesters, 
however,  can  repudiate  the 
injustices  that  Saddam  has 
committed  against  his  people, 
nor  can  they  counter  the  need 
for  an  end  to  their  anguish. 
Desmond  Tutu  and  Nelson 
Mandela  should  continue  to 
work  for  peace  in  Africa,  not 
impede  it  elsewhere.  The 
greatest  arguments  against  war 
are  based  on  fear  of  accepting 
responsibility,  and  yet  if  our 


Save  Our  Planet! 


ing  sources.  Just  as  there  is  a 
finite  amount  of  energy,  there 
is  a  finite  amount  of  carbon  on 
earth  as  well.  Every  time  a 
power  plant  burns  oil,  coal,  or 
other  fuels  to  obtain  the  energy 
it  holds,  it  releases  the  carbon 
stored  in  these  fossil  fuels  in  the 
form  of  carbon  dioxide.  Trees 
then  soak  up  a  portion  of  this 
carbon  dioxide  and  release 
some  of  the  oxygen  bonded  to 
the  carbon  as  a  by-product, 
which  we  then 
can  breathe. 

However,  trees 
cannot  absorb 
all  the  carbon 
dioxide,  and 
the  gradual 
buildup  of  this 
gas  causes 
global  warm¬ 
ing. 

We  know 
that  there  is  only  a  certain 
amount  of  energy  on  earth,  and 
that  when  we  use  it  the  result 
is  global  warming.  “So  what?” 
you  ask.  Well,  since  water  ex¬ 
pands  due  to  added  heat,  and 
since  water  from  the  Antarctic 
and  Arctic  is  currently  held  in 
ice,  global  warming  will  cause 
massive  melting  of  the  ice  caps. 
This  deliquescing  means  much 
higher  water  levels-and  this 
phenomenon  has  already  be¬ 
gun.  Remember  that  Northwest 
Passage  all  those  explorers 
were  looking  for  in  the  1 6th  and 
17th  centuries?  Well,  its  been 
found.  Once  impassable,  the 
ice  in  the  Arctic  Circle  has 
melted  enough  so  that  ships 
can  sail  unhindered  through  the 
area. 

A  rise  in  the  earth’s  tem¬ 


perature  due  to  global  warming 
means  a  massive  rise  in  the  wa¬ 
ter  level  around  the  globe, 
higher  temperatures,  and  the 
destruction  of  the  earth’s 
rainforests.  This  means  a  tre¬ 
mendous  loss  of  life-saving 
medicines  from  the  rainforests, 
devastating  losses  in 
biodiversity  and  the  ultimate  de¬ 
struction  of  the  globe  as  oxy¬ 
gen  slowly  is  consumed  and 
turned  into  carbon  dioxide. 

The 
problem 
with  Bush’s 
proposal  is 
very  simple- 
he  is  ignor¬ 
ing  the  long¬ 
term  prob¬ 
lem.  Even¬ 
tually,  there 
will  be  no 
more  oil,  no 
more  coal.  We  need  to  start 
finding  ways  to  preserve  our  re¬ 
sources  now.  Instead  of  letting 
old  coal  plants  run  while  creat¬ 
ing  vast  amounts  of  carbon  di¬ 
oxide,  Bush  should  embrace  re¬ 
newable  energy-solar,  wind 
and  hydraulic  can  all  help  alle¬ 
viate  the  energy  crisis. 

The  other  solution  is  a 
little  more  difficult.  One  of  the 
primary  reasons  Bush  is  calling 
for  drilling  in  Alaska  is  because 
sport  utility  vehicles  (SUVs)  and 
other  gas-guzzling  cars  require 
a  ravenous  consumption  of  oil. 
Some  SUVs  don’t  even  have 
gas  mileage  of  ten  miles  to  the 
gallon.  I  ask  you,  what  is  the  ap¬ 
peal  of  buying  an  SUV?  They 
cost  more,  have  awful  mileage 
and  are  far  more  dangerous 
than  smaller  cars.  If  Americans 


nation  will  ever  mature,  it  must 
do  so.  American  lives  may  be 
lost:  if  the  cause  is  just,  how  can 
we  refuse  their  sacrifice?  The 
American  military  is  paid  to  fight 
and  die,  not  simply  to  bomb 
from  where  they  cannot  be 
reached.  War  is  hell,  but 
silence  is  agreement  to 
aggressors.  We  do  not  need 
to  attack  injustice  everywhere 
and  immediately,  nor  must  we 
always  fight  with  weapons,  but 
once  we  ‘fix’  a  country  we  have 
to  remain  aware  of  what  occurs 
there. 

The  only  caveat  to  war 
against  Iraq  is  that  the  war  or 
the  resulting  peace  may  not  be 
carried  out  properly;  our  leaders 
may  have  ulterior  motives  or 
goals  which  would  not  ensure 
that  the  correct  policies  be 
implemented,  or  the  leaders 
might  merely  be  incompetent. 
However,  by  doing  nothing  and 
becoming  bystanders,  we 
condone  every  injustice  in  Iraq. 
Although  there  are  legitimate 
reasons  to  hesitate  before  we 
attack,  there  are  none  to  stand 
back  and  live  in  fear. 

Andrew  Freeman  is  a  member 
of  Class  I 


bought  cars  like  the  Toyota 
Prius  or  Honda  Insight,  both  of 
which  get  over  fifty  miles  to  the 
gallon,  our  gas  problem  would 
be  nonexistent.  Similarly,  if 
Americans  used  common 
sense,  (does  the  thermostat 
really  need  to  be  at  80°F?)  such 
as  keeping  windows  closed, 
making  sure  he  garage  door  is 
shut  and  turning  appliances  off 
when  they  are  not  in  use,  our 
other  energy  problems  would 
drop  like  stones. 

Finally,  if  America  actually 
spent  more  on  renewable  en¬ 
ergy,  we  wouldn’t  have  an  en¬ 
ergy  problem.  Solar  energy  in 
the  Southwest  could  easily  take 
care  of  energy  needs  there,  and 
wind  power  could  radically  re¬ 
duce  power  problems  in  areas 
like  North  and  South  Dakota 
and  coastal  areas.  Even 
nuclear  energy  looks  attractive 
compared  to  coal  and  oil,  and 
it’s  relatively  safe.  Yet  Bush  is 
working  to  decommission  these 
plants  as  well.  Of  those  1,300 
power  plants,  180  renewable 
energy  sources  could  take  care 
of  most  of  the  necessary  en¬ 
ergy.  The  gap  that  is  left  over 
could  be  removed  if  the  govern¬ 
ment  implemented  clean  air 
standards  on  the  leftover  fossil 
fuel  plants. 

My  call  to  President  Bush 
and  the  American  people- 
WAKE  UP!  I  do  not  want  my 
children  to  live  in  a  wasteland, 
devoid  of  the  natural  beauty  de¬ 
scribed  anytime  someone  sings 
“America  the  Beautiful.”  Do 
you?  Let’s  learn  some  respon¬ 
sibility  and  save  the  planet. 

St.  John  Barned-Smith  is  a 
member  of  Class  II 
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The 


Gonditieri(ir>g) 


Education 

The  Greeks  viewed 
education  as  a  gateway  to 
maturity.  The  Romans  viewed 
it  as  a  necessary  tool  to  achieve 
rhetorical  perfection.  The 
English  viewed  it  as  a  way  of 
warding  off  mob  rule. 

Education  has  never 
been  reduced  to  the  simple 
transaction  of  knowledge  or 
characterized  as  the  business 
of  teaching.  Education,  has 
been  a  sacred  form  of 
communication  since  its 
inception,  and  for  some  time, 
essential  for  subsistence.  To 
deflate  the  essence  of 
education  to  a  mere  business 
is  to  mock  coldheartedly  at  its 
significance,  and  strip  it  of  its 
sanctity. 

The  modern  day 
educational  system  has  instilled 
various  false  notions  of 
correctness  into  the  minds  of  its 
pupils,  the  existence  of  which 
has  been  savagely  deposed 
into  a  six-digit  number  or  the 
location  on  a  seating  chart,  and 
whose  importance  is  often 
judged  by  arbitrary  letters  on  a 
yellow  slip  of  paper.  Students, 
who  have  been  instructed  to 
address  their  teachers  as 
masters  and  observe  the 
command  of  their  enthroned 
possessors,  abandon  their 
fruitful  pursuits  without 
consideration  for  their  own 
inflections.  We  are  bred  to 
learn  without  thinking,  and  to 
act  mechanically  without 
purpose. 

Education  in  its  purest 
form  is  the  culmination  of 
knowledge  expressed  through 
a  deep-rooted  concern  for  the 
understanding  and  welfare  of 
the  student.  Education  is 
emotional,  and  without  that 
sincerity  of  sentiment, 
knowledge  is  dead.  I  wonder 
how  educators  can  look  down 
upon  affection  as  if  it  were 
detrimental  to  their  purpose. 
How  can  a  simple  hug,  the 
warmth  and  comfort  of  which  is 
the  basis  of  humanity  and 
compassion  be  frowned  upon? 
Perhaps  it  isn’t  well-intentioned 
to  ask  a  teacher  how  their  day 
is  going.  Perhaps  that  too 
surpasses  the  threshold  of 
acceptability.  Perhaps  the 
inefficiencies  of  the  flesh  will  be 
rooted  out  by  the  continual 
integration  of  remote  media 
based  education.  Perhaps  an 
impersonal  society  of  mindless 
epsilons  would  be  more 
conducive  to  the  proper, 
businesslike  form  of  education 
that  is  so  vehemently 
advocated  by  those  who  are 
designated  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  it. 

Glen  Ryan  is  a  member  of 
Class  I 


Op-eds  may  be  submitted  to  the  Argo  for  consideration  for  publication.  They  must  include  name,  class,  homeroom,  and  email  address  of  the  writer.  Op-eds  should 
be  500  words  or  less.  The  opionions  expressed  in  these  pieces  are  those  of  the  writers  and  do  not  necessarily  represent  the  views  of  the  Argo. 
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Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Sushi-Rama 


By  James  Zhang,  II 

Contributing  writer 

Those  unfamiliar  with  this 
ASIA  (Asian  Students  In  Action) 
tradition  will  be  surprised  to 
learn  that  Sushi-Rama, has 
been  a  BLS  annual  event  for 
three  years.  In  addition,  the 
number  of  participants 
increased  from  twenty  to  the 
one  hundred  and  forty  students 
who  feasted  one  recent 
October  day. 

The  ingredients  were  the 
same  as  in  previous  years: 
roasted  seaweed  beds,  crispy 
cucumbers, sumptuous 
avocados,  a  refreshing  mix  of 
chilled  salmon  and  tuna, 
roasted  eel,  rice,  palatable  with 
or  without  a  salty  addition  of  soy 
sauce,  and  wasabi  -  “some 
green  stuff”  -  from  the  tube. 
These  ingredients  of  course 
were  all  wrapped  up, 
meticulously  braced  inside 
bamboo  in  preparation  to  be 


cut .  Indeed  the  experience  of 
Sushi-Rama  and  the  effort 
required  to  make  it  happen  was 
new  for  some  of 
ASIA’S  mem-bers. 

Everyone 
remembers  where 
he  or  she  was  the 
moment  the  2:15 
bell  rang.  Many 
half-starved 
students,  fixated 
on  the  idea  of  all- 
you-can-eat  (“until 
we  run  out”)  sushi 
sped  to  the 
cafeteria’s  two 
entrances.  Even 
non-members, 
alerted  by  word-of- 
mouth,  decided  to 
test  ASIA’S 
charming  gatekeepers. 
Security  was  a  drastic 
improvement  compared  to  last 
year’s  detail.  Even  the 
bathrooms  were  checked.  And 
yes,  the  nine  miscreants  hiding 


in  the  men’s  room  were  forced 
to  leave.  “I  have  to  go  to  the 
bathroom.”  Didn’t  work  this 


year.  Nope! 

Inside,  protected  from  the 
uproar,  painful  shrieks  and 
grabby  hands,  were  the 
executive  committee  members, 
with  their  bags  strewn  on  the 


tables,  sleeves  rolled  up  and 
hands  washed,  spreading  the 
rice,  laying  out  the  avocados 
and  preparing 
the  fish  that 
would  be  eaten. 

The 
bucket  as  it  was 
c  o  m  m  -  o  n  I  y 
known  (people 
followed  it 
wherever  it 
went),  provided 
enough  rice  for 
the  numerous 
attendees. 
While  others 
gulped  down  roll 
after  roll  of 
miniature, 
California  and 
south-of-the- 
border  sushi,  ASIA  volunteers 
were  slitting  crabs,  preparing 
ingredients  in  pans,  slicing 
greens,  squeezing  wasabi  and 
trying  to  pass  plates  to  tables  - 
if  they  even  made  it  that  far. 


Indeed  the  whole 
situation  became  somewhat 
hectic;  some  ignored  the  proper 
instructions  from  members  and 
instead,  ate  raw  meat  and 
vegetables  off  the  plate  or 
created  “hot  dogs”  and 
“burritos”  from  those  carefully 
prepared  ingredients. 

Long  after  the  last  morsel 
of  melt-in-your-mouth  sea¬ 
weed,  salmon,  and  rice  had 
been  devoured,  it  was  evident 
that  a  successful  event  wouldn’t 
be  without  the  usual  difficulties. 
This  year’s  troubles  included 
organization  and  utensils. 
Nevertheless,  as  one  member 
pointed  out  during  the  event, 
chaos  will  be  there  each  year; 
but  a  combination  of  teamwork 
and  effort  always  pays  off. Thus 
thanks  must  go  out  to  the 
organizers,  the  ingredient  and 
material  suppliers,  security 
staff,  maitre  d’s,  teachers  and 
countless  participants  who 
made  Sushi-Rama  successful. 


ASIA  MEMBERS  PREPARE  SUSHI 


Grade  Inflation:  A  Closer  Look 


CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

amongst  students’  grades.  In 
one  school  with  a  750  average 
SAT  score,  the  average  GPA 
was  3.6.  In  another  school,  an 
1125  SAT  score  was 
accompanied  by  2.5  GPA. 

All  of  this  information 
leads  one  to  wonder  about 
grade  inflation  at  Boston  Latin. 
Two  teachers,  on  the  condition 


By  Olivia  Paquette,  IV 

Contributing  Writer 


All  around  BLS,  students 
can  be  seen  lugging  heavy 
backpacks  containing  several 
textbooks,  or  carrying  in  their 
arms  the  ones  that  simply  won’t 
fit.  Textbooks  are  a  necessity  in 
almost  every  classroom  at  BLS, 
but  they  tend  to  overwhelm 
students,  taking  up  much  more 
space  than  they  seem  to  be 
worth.  Carrying  heavy 
textbooks  is  taking  its  toll  on 
students  throughout  the 
country.  According  to  the 
American  Chiropractic 
Association,  “young  children 
are  suffering  from  back  pain 
much  earlier  than  previous 
generations,  and  the  use  of 
backpacks  is  a  contributing 
factor.”  Recent  studies  show 
that  wearing  a  backpack  may 
prevent  a  curved  or  deformed 
spine  from  correcting  itself.  In 
addition  according  to  some 
doctors,  wearing  only  one 
shoulder  strap  may  actually 
aggravate  scoliosis. 

BLS  students  with  back 
problems,  such  as  scoliosis, 
can  receive  a  second  set  of 
textbooks  from  the  school.  The 
problem  with  textbooks, 


of  anonymity,  spoke  of  their 
views  on  grade  inflation.  The 
first  teacher  feels  that  if  one 
were  to  just  look  at  the  failure 
rate  (excluding  failure  caused 
by  excessive  absence)  one  is 
able  to  see  the  variation  of 
grades  at  BLS.  However,  there 
are  “easy  graders”.  When 
asked  about  grade  inflation  in 
other  Boston  Public  Schools, 
this  teacher  said  that  students 


who  try  hard  while  still  not 
performing  well  are  more  likely 
to  pass  than  fail.  Memories  of 
working  hard  for  a  B+,  while 
seeing  classmates  not  putting 
effort  in  and  getting  B’s  are 
recalled  by  one  Harvard 
graduate.  But  grade  inflation  is 
a  “disgrace  to  honest  teachers 
and  students”. 

The  second  teacher  feels 
that  while  there  are  minor 


problems  with  grade  inflation  at 
Boston  Latin,  there  are  not  any 
at  other  Boston  Public  Schools. 

Both  teachers  cited 
parental  harassment  and 
intimidation  as  a  factor  in  what 
would  make  a  teacher  inflate 
grades.  The  first  teacher 
believes  that  some  teachers 
give  everyone  good  grades  to 
cut  down  on  grading.  The  idea 
that  higher  grades  may  be 


given  to  keep  the  Boston  Latin 
reputation  of  excellence 
maintained  is  thought  by  the 
second  teacher. 

Boston  Latin  and  Harvard 
University  were  created  within 
one  year  each  other.  This 
makes  one  wonder  how  similar 
the  standards  and  practices  of 
education  between  the  two 
institutions  really  are. 


Books:  Get  A  Second  Set 


however,  is  that  there  are  just 
not  enough.  A  shortage  of 
textbooks  this  year  at  BLS  has 
prevented  some  students  from 


receiving  a  second  book  in 
certain  subjects.  For  example, 
textbook  shortages  have 
become  a  problem  in  some 
areas  of  the  Latin  School  Math 
Department,  according  to  Mr. 
Lacroix,  head  of  the 
department.  In  those  areas,  he 
explains,  "we  do  not  have  a 
supply  [of  textbooks]  for 
students  who  need  a  second 
book  for  medical  reasons.” 
There  are  some  extra 
textbooks,  but  these  are  used 
to  replace  lost  or  stolen  books. 
However,  obtaining  a  new  book 
does  not  come  without  a  cost. 


Students  must  pay  a  usually 
immense  fee  for  a  lost  book. 

Compounding  the  issue  is 
that  the  theft  of  textbooks  has 


been  a  significant  problem 
recently.  Some  students  steal 
books  because  they  have  lost 
their  own  or  just  do  not  feel  like 
carrying  the  heavy  books.  Thus 
their  victims  are  forced  to  seek 
alternative  solutions  to 
receiving  a  second  book,  such 
as  photocopying  pages  from 
their  books  or  sharing 
textbooks  with  other  students 
during  class.  A  simpler,  but 
more  expensive,  solution  is  to 
purchase  a  second  textbook. 
Textbooks  can  be  bought  from 
publishing  companies  or  from 
other  sources  online.  For 


example,  students  can  contact 
K12  Books  online  at 
K12books.com  or  by  phone  at 
1-888-870-2665  to  buy  new 


and  used  books  for  discount 
prices.  This  alternative  is  still 
fairly  expensive,  but  some 
students  and  parents  might  find 
the  purchase  worth  it. 

Publishing  companies  are 
coming  up  with  new,  less 
expensive  solutions  using 
modern  technology,  and  some 
BLS  students  may  soon  be  able 
to  benefit  from  them.  According 
to  Mr.  Lacroix,  “electronic 
textbooks”  will  soon  be 
available  to  many  math 
students.  Students  will  be  able 
to  access  the  full  text  of 
Glencoe  Publishers  textbooks 


online,  using  a  password  given 
to  them  by  their  math  teacher. 
This  will  prevent  many  more 
students  from  having  to  bring 
home  their  math  textbooks 
every  night. 

A  recent  article  by  Martha 
Irvine  of  the  Associated  Press 
shows  that  textbooks  on  the 
internet  and  on  CD-ROM  are 
becoming  more  popular  in  the 
United  States.  One  high  school 
in  California  has  completely 
eliminated  textbooks.  There 
have  been  some  concerns 
about  this  new  trend.  The  use 
of  electronic  textbooks  will  not 
benefit  students  without 
computer  or  internet  access.  In 
addition  to  this,  some  people 
may  believe  that  students  will 
not  learn  as  well  with  electronic 
text  as  with  “real”  textbooks. 
However,  a  study  conducted  at 
Ball  State  University  this  year 
showed  that  students  studying 
with  traditional  textbooks  and 
with  electronic  information 
stored  on  handheld  e-books 
had,  on  average,  almost  the 
same  scores. 

Electronic  textbooks  will 
probably  gain  widespread  use 
in  the  future,  perhaps  even  very 
soon.  For  now,  we  here  at  BLS 
are  stuck  carrying  our  heavy 
loads. 
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Twelve  Angry  Men:  A  Case  Study 


By  Bieta  Andemariam,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


The  world  of  the  Drama 
Club  is  little  known  among  most 
of  the  student  body.  A  blip  in  the 
bulletin  or  an  announcement 
over  the  intercom  is  all  that 
most  encounter.  Those  who 
come  to  the  performances  are 
nearly  completely  unaware  of 
the  time  and  effort  that  has 
been  put  into  the  show  in  front 
of  them.  In  this  article  I  will 
make  an  attempt  to  shed  light 
into  the  murky  underworld  of 
the  thespian  society  here  at 
BLS  (a  tight-knit  circle,  yes,  but 
not  impenetrable). 

This  fall’s  Center  Stage 
production  is  the  play  ‘Twelve 
Angry  Men,”  a  play  with  which 
most  of  you  may  be  familiar, 
since  it  is  required  reading  in 
the  eighth  grade.  The  play 
showcases  twelve  jurors  who 
must  decide  the  fate  of  a  young 
boy  accused  of  patricide.  The 
play  is  directed  by  Marcus 
Stacy  (I)  and  assistant  director 
Mike  Guerra  (I),  and  stage 
managed  by  Lydia  Heitman 
(III).  Having  followed  this  play 
from  its  conception  to  where  it 


stands  now,  I  have  picked  up 
valuable  tidbits  on  what  makes  a 
good  audition,  what  directors  at 
BLS  look  for. 

The 
turnout  at  the 
auditions,  held 
at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of 
October,  was 
immense. 

Stacy  said  that 
whatever 
jumps  out  at 
the  directors 
when 
auditioning 
potential  cast 
members  is 
what  they  go 
for.  Each  di¬ 
rector  has  a 
vision  of  what 
he  wants  in  each  play’s 
characters,  and  whoever 
naturally  possesses  this 
envisioned  energy  or  personality 
will  most  likely  be  called  back. 
Those  who  are  chosen  are  not 
necessarily  better  actors.  It  is  a 
matter  of  whether  they  are  right 
for  the  play. 

However,  there  are  still 
certain  constant  elements 


appreciated  in  an  audition.  A 
strong  voice  is  a  good 
indication  of  prior  theatrical 


experience  or  natural  ability. 
Movements  are  important  as 
long  as  they  are  appropriate; 
excessive  gestures  only 
detract  from  a  performance. 
The  number  one  aspect  that 
directors  look  for  during 
auditions  is  stage  presence, 
according  to  Stacy.  Stage 
presence  is  the  almost 
magnetic  force  that  a  person 


can  exert  while  performing, 
making  them  riveting  enough  to 
completely  captivate  the 
audience. 
Some 
people  have 
it,  others 
may  not,  but 
it  is  not  the 
end  all  and 
be  all  of 
theater. 

After 
three  days  of 
auditions, 
the  cast  list 
was  up. 
BLS’s  first 
play  of  the 
2002-2003 
year  will 
feature 
veterans  of 
the  stage  like 
Caleb  Larson  (III),  Evan  Mehler 
(I),  Will  Keary  (I),  Andrew 
Roberts  (I),  Anna  Goodkind  (I), 
and  Dave  Toro  (III)  and 
newcomers  James  Barned- 
Smith  (IV),  Lydia  Downing  (II), 
Simon  Eisenberg  (I),  Becca 
Goldklang  (IV),  Mary  Hong  (IV), 
Jonathon  Small  (I),  Jacqueline 
Stipo  (VI),  and  Meghan  Walsh 
(V). 


Crucial  elements  of  a 
good  actor  are  good- 
naturedness  and  dedication. 
One  cannot  emphasize  enough 
how  essential  dedication  is  to 
making  a  play  work.  Actors, 
who  constantly  support  the 
director’s  decisions  and  are 
always  eager  for  more 
rehearsal  time,  are  most  likely 
to  be  re-cast.  That  doctrine 
rings  true  even  for  the  technical 
members  who  are  often 
aspiring  actors  themselves.  An 
insider’s  tip:  If  you  are  not  part 
of  the  cast,  please  do  technical 
work.  It  increases  your  chances 
of  being  cast  at  a  later  date  two 
fold. 

When  sitting  through  a 
blocking  session,  the  thought 
might  come  to  mind  that 
“Twelve  Angry  Men”  is  going  to 
sink.  However,  BLS  plays  are 
generally  an  absolute  mess 
until  the  curtain  rises  on 
opening  night.  There  is  a  kind 
of  magic  in  theater  that  makes 
everything  fall  into  place,  even 
for  the  seemingly  hopeless 
shows.  Stacy  said,  “Do  you 
understand  how  much  I’m 
enjoying  this?  Even  when  stuff 
goes  wrong...” 


By  Andrew  Freeman,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

With  characteristic  clarity 
and  purpose,  filmmaker 
Michael  Moore  again  assails 
America-  this  time  aiming  at  the 
proliferation  of  gun  violence.  Mr. 
Moore  addresses  with  convic¬ 
tion  what  has  driven  so  many 
ballistic.  He  offers  abundant 
ammunition  to  other  Leftist  so¬ 
cial  critics  and  reformers  while 
sniping  at  NRA  and  corporate 
targets.  He  is  one  straight 
shooter  -  he  doesn’t  fire  from 
the  hip,  or  aim  for  the  gut  - 
blowing  away  whatever  is  in  his 
crosshairs. 

Michael  Moore,  author  of 
Stupid  White  Men,  Downsize 
This!,  and  the  creator  of  the 
films  Roger  and  Me  and  The 
Big  One,  is  also  known  for  his 


By  Lydia  Downing,  II 

Contributing  Writer 

Since  the  new  arts  wing 
has  been  built  at  BLS,  the  arts 
department  has  grown 
dramatically.  With  more  art  and 
drama  classes,  as  well  as  new 
music  facilities,  a  new  photo  lab 
and  photography  classes,  the 
arts  at  BLS  seem  to  be  thriving. 
However,  many  members  of 
the  BLS  community  have  been 
discussing  the  idea  of  adding  a 
ceramics  course  to  the  art 
curriculum.  Pottery  wheels  and 
a  kiln  to  bake  the  clay  creations 
have  already  been  purchased 
and  delivered,  so  why  haven't 
we  heard  anything  about  new 
ceramics  classes  in  the 
bulletin? 


"Bowling"  Strikes  Hard 


two  television  series.  The  overall 
focus  of  Moore’s  work  is  corpo¬ 
rate  irresponsibility  and  govern¬ 
ment  collusion  with  criminal  en¬ 
terprises.  He  was  critical  of  the 
Clinton  administration, “the  best 
Republican  president  we  ever 
had”,  and  even  more  so  of  the 
Bush  regime.  His  hometown  of 
Flint,  Michigan  was  devastated  by 
the  departure  of  General  Motors’s 
plants,  and  since  that  time  he  has 
been  outspoken  against  social  in¬ 
justice  throughout  America. 

In  his  third  film,  Moore  chal¬ 
lenges  leaders  of  a  different  cali¬ 
ber  than  his  usual  corporate  fare. 
Chief  among  them  is  NRA  presi¬ 
dent  and  retired  actor  Charlton 
Heston,  79,  who  as  a  youth 
played  both  Ben-Hur  and  Moses, 
has  descended  with  his  position 
upon  various  cities  and  held  con¬ 
ventions  directly  after  school 


shootings,  affirming  the  con¬ 
stitutional  right  to  own  guns. 

Moore  also  interviews 
the  brother  of  convicted  do¬ 
mestic  terrorist  Terry  Nichols, 
who  describes  the  injustices 
of  the  gov¬ 
ernment  in 
a  dog- 
mi  a  t  i  c 
manner, 
seeking  in¬ 
sight  into 
the  militant 
mindset. 

Upon  be¬ 
ing  asked  whether  his  griev¬ 
ances  could  be  resolved  with 
passive  resistance,  as 
Gandhi  advocated,  Mr. 
Nichols  said  he  wasn’t  famil¬ 
iar  with  the  man.  Moore  goes 
on  to  indict  defense  contrac¬ 
tor  Lockheed  Martin  for  pos¬ 


sible  contributions  to  violence 
in  the  communities  surrounding 
Columbine.  Finally,  what 
Michael  Moore  film  would  not 
be  complete  without  the  clas¬ 
sic  corporate  climax?  He  brings 
students 
shot  at 
Columbine 
High 
School  to 
the  head¬ 
quarters  of 
K-Mart  to 
protest  the 
over-the- 
counter  access  to  ammunition 
in  the  popular  chain. 

For  what  appears  to  be 
little  more  than  a  rehash  of 
standard  arguments  and  liberal 
dogma,  Bowling  For  Columbine 
is,  in  fact,  a  well-structured  and 
thoughtful  inquiry  into  American 


gun  ownership  and  culture. 
Moore  has  an  eye  for  trends 
and  synchronicity,  as  well  as  a 
command  of  the  much-ma¬ 
ligned  art  of  documentary.  The 
conclusions  are  astounding, 
forever  shattering  preconcep¬ 
tions,  even  decades-old  tru¬ 
isms,  about  guns  and  American 
culture.  I  would  not  be  surprised 
if  this  movie  has  been  cited  in 
political  campaigns  across  the 
country  or  in  any  future  debates 
on  gun  control.  Only  at  the  end 
does  the  movie  drag,  as  Moore 
goes  for  parting  shots  against 
NRA  and  corporate  icons,  but 
only  because  the  audience  is 
anxious  to  change  society  in  a 
similarly  prescient  way. 


THE  CONCEPTIONS  ARE 
ASTOUNDING, 
FOREVER  SHATTERING 
PRECONCEPTIONS 


Ceramics  at  BLS? 


First  and  foremost,  there  is 
no  ceramics  teacher  right  now. 
Mr.  Pitts,  Program  Director  of  the 
Music  and  Fine  Arts  departments, 
thinks  that  we  need  another  art 
teacher  at  the  school.  One 
possibility  is  that  graduate 
students  from  the  Massachusetts 
College  of  Art  could  teach  the 
class,  but  there  would  have  to  be 
another  faculty  member  there  to 
supervise  them  for  liability 
reasons.  A  BLS  alumnus,  Richard 
Bennett,  who  owns  several 
ceramics  studios  around  the 
world,  has  offered  to  get  involved. 
He  could  teach  the  class  or 
provide  other  assistance  in 
getting  the  class  going.  Another 
possibility  is  that  a  private 
sponsor  could  pay  for  the  teacher. 
Mr.  Pitts  pointed  out  that  it  would 


make  sense  for  the  BPS  to 
provide  the  teacher.  Since 
schools  like  Tech  High,  have 
a  four-to-one  student-teacher 
ratio,  it  would  not  be  out  of 
policy  for  the  city  to  provide 
Latin  school  with  one  more  art 
teacher. 

Eventually,  Mr.  Pitts 
hopes  to  add  several  new  AP 
art  classes  for  juniors  and 
seniors.  There  would  be  AP 
Studio  Art,  which  exists  now, 
an  AP  Photography  course, 
and  an  AP  3D  Art  class,  which 
would  be  centered  around 
ceramics,  among  other 
things.  If  all  goes  well,  the  kiln 
will  be  up  and  running  by  the 
end  of  the  year.  The  Art  AP 
students  may  use  it,  and  it  is 
possible  that  there  will  be 


afterschool  ceramics  classes 
offered  at  some  point.  The 
classes  would  be  offered  to 
students  in  grades  9  through 
12,  and  would  be  especially 
targeted  at  students  in  grades 
9  and  10,  as  they  have  no  art 
classes  open  to  them  except  for 
Photography. 
Students  seem 
enthusiastic  about  the 
idea.  One  student 
said,  “That  sounds 
really  cool.  I’d 
definitely  do  it.”  Mr. 

Pitts  hopes  that 
eventually  the  art 
program  will  work 
much  like  the  band 
program  does,  with 
classes  in  the  rotation 
schedule  as  well  as  after  school 


sessions  that  students  continue 
with  for  several  years  of  their 
Latin  school  careers.  He  is 
OPTIMIaboutthe  plans,  saying, 
“It  looks  good.  We’ll  start  small, 
and  hopefully  the  program  will 
grow.” 


THE  POTTERY  WHEELS  AT  BLS! 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 
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Arts  School 
Profiles 

Compiled  by  Marie  DeLosh  (II), 
Contributing  Writer,  and  Hana 
Yoo  (I),  A&E  Editor 


Art  School  Profile 

Art  Academy  of  Cincinnati 
Location:  Cincinnati,  Ohio 

%  Admitted:  69% 

Type:  Four-year  private  co-ed 
fine  arts  school 

Undergraduate  enrollment: 

218 

Application  requirements: 

2.5  GPA,  artist’s  statement, 
portfolio  (portfolio  must  include 
black  and  white  observational 
drawings,  at  least  one  self- 
portrait,  selection  of  work  in 
any  media) 

Additional  information:  To  be 

considered  for  an  Entrance 
Scholarship,  a  merit-based 
scholarship  with  awards 
between  $1,500  and  $10,000, 
mark  the  appropriate  box  on 
the  application  form.  You  must 
have  applied  and  been 
accepted  to  the  Academy  by 
March  1 ,  and  have  submitted 
a  20-slide  portfolio. 

Theater  School  Profile 

Carnegie  Mellon  University 
Location:  Pittsburgh,  PA 
%  Admitted.  31  % 

Type:  Four-year  private  co-ed 
university 

Undergraduate  enrollment: 

1,318 

Application  requirements: 

For  the  school  of  drama,  4 
years  of  English,  2  years  of  a 
foreign  language,  10  electives, 
1150-1400+ on  SATs. 
Additional  information: 
Granted  first  undergraduate 
drama  degree  in  1917. 
Famous  graduates  of  drama 
school  include  Ted  Danson, 
Holly  Hunter,  George  Peppard. 
Jack  Klugman,  and  Blair 
Underwood. 

Music  School  Profile 

Northwestern  University 
Location:  Evanston,  IL 
%  Admitted:  34% 

Type:  Four-year  private  co-ed 
university 

U ndergraduate  enrollment : 

385  in  School  of  Music;  7,698 
total 

Application  requirements: 

For  the  School  of  Music,  a 
performance  audition, 
consisting  of  a  varied  program 
of  four  contrasting  movements 
from  different  compositions. 
Vocalists  should  prepare  four 
art  songs/arias,  at  least  one  in 
a  foreign  language;  students 
applying  in  composition, 
education,  musicology, 
technology,  and  theory  must 
have  an  audition  portfolio  or 
essay. 

A  dditional  information : 

Alumni  include  Sheldon 
Harnick,  lyricist  for  musicals 
including  "Fiddler  on  the  Roof;” 
Ned  Rorem,  a  world  renowned 
composer;  and  Vincent 
Skowronksi.  a  2002  Grammy 
nominee  for  best  chamber 
performance. 


A&E  - — 

The  Darkroom 

The  Saga  Continues 


By  Nafkote  Tamirat,  II 

Assistant  A  and  E  Editor 

There  was  much  rejoicing 
and  champagne-opening  in  the 
hallowed  halls  of  BLS  at  the 
beginning  of  last  year; 
someone  called  the 
police,  very  alarmed. 

But  the  reason  was 
simple  (and  not  drug 
related):  photography 
classes  were  being 
offered  as  an  elective. 
Unfortunately,  many 
people  didn’t  hear 
about  the  classes  until 
they  were  already  in 
session,  but  suddenly 
droves  of  people 
supposedly  just  to  look 
at  the  pretty  drawings 
would  show  up  on  the 
fifth  floor.  In  reality, 
people  hoping  to  soak 
in  some  of  the  artsy  , 
photographic  aura 
would  go  to  the 
photography 
classroom,  presided 
over  by  Mr.  Andrew 
Warren.  Photography 
was  the  happening 
place  to  be.  Film  and 
contentment  reigned 
in  Photo  Land  and  all 
was  good. 

Amidst  this  serenity, 
darkness  crept  up  without 
warning.  Photo  students  shook 
with  fear,  and  Mr.  Warren 
started  cutting  classes.  Yes,  it’s 
true;  the  darkroom  was  closed. 
So  a  photo  class  had  to  be 
conducted  without  the  benefit  of 
a  darkroom,  which  is  analogous 
to  saying  that  a  history  class 


has  to  be  conducted  without 
history.  Photo  Land  was  fast 
losing  supporters,  and  Andrew 
was  at  a  loss.  Until  the  advent 
of  an  idea,  just  so  crazy  it  might 
work.  Why  not  use  the 


computers  to  do  digital 
photography? 

This  idea  quickly  became 
a  second  phenomenon,  and  the 
students  were  able  to  develop 
their  prints  and  learn  the 
fundamentals  of  photography 
as  planned  -  in  an  alternative 
way.  Meanwhile,  the  students 
waited  for  the  reopening  of  the 
darkroom  to  no  avail.  Many 
started  to  lose  hope,  and  when 


they  were  told  it  might  be  open 
in  April,  bets  started  to  be 
placed  on  whether  it  would  be 
opened  in  June.  (We  lost.) 
Finally,  the  year  was  over,  and 
the  darkroom  was  still  closed. 

That  was  when 
the  death 
threats  began. 

Then,  this 
year  rolled 
around.  Mr. 
Warren 
explained  that 
the  darkroom 
would  be 
opened  within  a 
week.  He 
continued  to  say 
this  for  the  next 
three  weeks. 
Finally,  Mr.  Flynn 
sent  out  the 
-  glorious  news: 
|  “Yesterday  the 
^  BLS  darkroom 

f) 

2  went  back  into 

i  operation  with  a 

M  new  vent 
o 

+  system,  both 
£  intake  and 
exhaust.” 
Sunshine 
returned,  hope 
was  restored, 
and  the  “decidedly  unpleasant” 
odor  that  Mr.  Flynn  complained 
of  vanished. 

So  now,  everything  is 
spiffing  again.  Photo  students 
have  a  darkroom,  the  death 
threats  have  stopped,  and  Mr. 
Warren  is  breathing  easily 
again.  However,  there  is  still  a 
tinge  of  hesitancy  in  the  air. 
What  if  something  else  breaks? 
Or  smells  bad? 


MR.  WARREN  IN  THE  NEW,  IMPROVED  DARKROOM 


Upcoming  Events 


Compiled  by  Karyn  Aiello,  II,  Marie  DeLosh,  II,  and  Michael  Guerra,  I  (Contributing 

Writters 


Upcoming  Concerts 

The  Fleet  Center 

11/16  Bob  Dylan 

11/1 8-1 9  -The  Other  Ones 

11/25  Peter  Gabriel 

11/30  Shakira 

12/02  Guns  N’  Roses 

12/14  Tom  Petty  and  The 

Heartbreakers 

1/16  The  Rolling  Stones 

The  Orpheum  Theater 

11/01  Disco  Biscuits 
11/12  Phillip  Glass  Ensemble 
11/14  Jack  Johnson 
12/05  Guster 
12/06  Martin  Sexton 

Worcester  Centrum  Centre 

12/21  Kenny  Rogers 

Tsongas  Arena 

11 /1 9  Tori  Amos 
11/23  Caribe  Caliente 
11/29  Jo  Dee  Messina 

Lowell  Memorial  Auditorium 

11/15  Jewel 


11/15/02 

Half  Past  Dead  (PG-1 3) 
Starring:  Steven  Seagal 
Genre:  Action,  Crime,  Thriller 

Harry  Potter  and  the 
Chamber  of  Secrets  (PG) 
Starring:  Daniel  Radcliffe, 
Rupert  Grint,  Emma  Watson 
Genre:  Action,  Adventure, 
Fantasy,  Sci-Fi 


11/22/02 

Die  Another  Day  (PG-1 3) 
Starring:  Pierce  Brosnan, 
Judi  Dench,  John  Cleese, 
Halle  Berry 

Genre:  Action,  Adventure 

The  Emperor’s  Crush  (PG- 
13) 

Starring:  Kevin  Kline,  Emily 
Hirsch 

Genre:  Drama 


Upcoming  Movies 

11/22/02  Cont’d 

Friday  After  Next  (R) 
Starring:  Ice  Cube 
Genre:  Comedy 


11/27/02 

Eight  Crazy  Nights  (PG-1 3) 
Starring:  Adam  Sandler  (in 
three  roles),  Kevin  Nealon, 
Rob  Schneider,  John  Lovitz, 
Tyra  Banks 

Genre:  Animation,  Comedy, 
Musical 

Solaris  (Not  yet  rated) 
Starring:  George  Clooney 
Genre:  Drama,  Romance, 
Sci-Fi 

Treasure  Planet  (PG) 

Starring:  Emma  Thompson, 
David  Hyde  Pierce,  Martin 
Short 

Genre:  Animation,  Family,  Sc- 
Fi 


Christina  Kwan 


By  Hana  Yoo,  I 

A&E  Editor 


Christina  Kwan,  Alto 
Section  Leader,  stands  before 
Concert  Choir,  explaining  how 
to  pronounce  the  words  in  “Ave 
Verum”  the  church  Latin  way. 
Sitting  down,  she  brightly 
introduces  herself  to  a  new 
member.  Though  she  takes  four 
APs,  this  heavy  course  load 
doesn’t  affect  her  responsive, 
friendly  nature.  “Altos  are  the 
best.  Wo  know  how  to  blend,” 
she  says  to  the  newcomer. 

At  Show  Choir  practice, 
Christina,  last  year’s  Show 
Choir  secretary,  grins,  “Alto 
pride!”  as  the  altos  sing 
correctly.  She  herself  can  hit  a 
high  B  flat;  she  demonstrated 
her  range  as  Mabel  in  last 
spring’s  performance  of  Pirates 
of  Penzance.  Christina  takes 
both  voice  and  piano  lessons  at 
the  Community  Music  Center  of 
Boston.  She  can  also  play  the 
Hammered-Dulcimer.  At  the 
Kwong  Kow  Chinese  School, 
she  played  it  for  five  years, 
traveling  to  Taiwan,  San 
Francisco,  and  Hawaii  with  the 
“Dulcimer  Band.” 

The  Vice  President  of 
Asian  Students  in  Action  (ASIA), 
Christina  has  lent  both  her  vocal 
and  instrumental  talents  to 
Asian  Night.  Christina  garnered 
first  place  at  the  ASIA  Sing-Off 
with  her  expressive  rendition  of 
“Reflection”  from  Disney’s 
Mulan. 

At  BLS,  Christina  has 
sung  in  the  seventh,  eighth,  and 
ninth  grade  choruses,  Gospel 
Choir,  Concert  Choir,  Show 
Choir,  and  Wolfettes,  which  she 
co-founded  with  Casey 
Kennedy  and  Katie  Rambo.  She 
now  serves  as  Vice  President 
and  helps  to  arrange  music. 

Last  year,  Christina 
successfully  auditioned  for  the 
Senior  Southeast  District 
Chorus  and  the  Massachusetts 
All  State  Chorus.  Mr.  Simmons 
said  Christina’s  consistent 
willingness  to  learn  ,  her  level 
of  commitment,  and  her  love  for 
music  set  her  apart.  Christina  is 
in  the  music  wing  at  least  three 
times  a  day.  “She  wouldn’t  eat 
lunch  sometimes.  She’d  come 
up  to  practice  singing  or 
playing,”  said  Mr.  Simmons. 

Katie  Rambo  (I), 
Christina’s  longtime  friend,  said, 
“She’s  very  committed  to 
people,  honest,  trustworthy,  and 
always  willing  to  help  out  in  any 
way.” 

Christina’s  attraction  to 
music  is  powerful,  but 
inexplicable.  “It’s  like  asking  why 
I  like  ice  cream.  It  makes  me 
happy,”  said  Christina.  “When 
I’m  really  stressed,  I  chill  on  the 
piano,  sing  a  little,  and  it  has  this 
weird  healing  effect.” 
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Spotlight 

Marcus  Stacy 
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By  Lily  Mooney,  II 

Assistant  A  &  E  Editor 


It’s  Tuesday,  after  school, 
at  the  Peer  Players’  rehearsal. 
I’m  sitting  with  Marcus  Stacy, 
watching  an  intense  scene 
from  Macbeth.  The  Black  Box 
is  silent  and  you  could  cut  the 
dramatic  tension  with  a  knife. 
Leaning  over,  I  whisper  a 
sarcastic  comment  to  Marcus 
under  my  breath. 

Suddenly  he  erupts  in 
laughter,  halting  the  scene  and 
the  Football  Band  practice  next 
door,  knocking  over  a  chair  and 
turning  magenta  while 
proclaiming  in  between  gasps, 
“Oh  my  GOD!  That’s  the 
FUNNIESTTHING  I’VE  EVER 
HEARD!  That’s  AWESOME!” 
He  grins,  while  the  Macbeth 
performers  seethe  and  secretly 
plot  his  doom.  Now,  my  joke 
was  not  funny;  that’s  just 
Marcus  for  you.  He’s  a  vibrant 
character,  passionate  about 
many  different  things,  be  it 
drama,  music,  or  the  massive 
amounts  of  Diet  Pepsi  he 
consumes  on  a  daily  basis. 

Marcus’s  great  enthu¬ 
siasm  is  matched  by  an  equal 
amount  of  talent  and 
accomplishments.  He  is 
probably  best  known  at  BLS  for 
his  work  in  drama;  since  his 
sixie  year,  he  has  acted  in 
many  Drama  Club  productions, 
including  Moonchildren,  Mask , 
You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You, 
and  The  George  Harrison 
Improv  Show.  He  stage- 
managed  TV;  in  the  Afternoon 
of  Scenes  he  wrote  and 
directed  an  original  work;  and 
he  is  currently  directing  Twelve 
Angry  Men.  He’s  been  a 
member  of  the  Peer  Players,  in 
which  he  performs  and  teaches 
Shakespeare  to  classes,  since 
the  group’s  formation.  He’s 
been  involved  outside  of  school 
with  the  Huntington  Theatre 
and  this  past  summer  taught 
drama  as  a  counselor  at  his 
camp  of  five  years,  Camp 
Coniston.  Did  I  mention  he  likes 
theater? 

But  Marcus’s  artistic 
prowess  is  not  limited  to  drama 
alone.  He  has  played  the  violin 
for  ten  years,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  BLS  String  Ensemble. 
He  also  studies  at  the  New 
England  Conservatory.  In  the 
future,  he  wants  to  pursue 
acting  and  directing,  and  I  don’t 
doubt  that  Marcus’s  talent  and 
energy  will  take  him  far;  his 
deep  passion  for  theater  is  and 
will  be  apparent  in  all  his  work. 
When  asked  why  he  does 
theater,  he  responded  “It’s 
something  fun,  where  you 
make  friends.  It’s  about  being 
in  a  community.” 


_ A&E  - - 

Connections  Connects  with 


Museums 


By  Christine  Yoo,  V 

Contributing  Writer 

At  10  a.m.  on  a  sunny 
September  morning,  many 
anxious  fivesies,  their  teach¬ 
ers,  and  their  parents  stand 
outside  waiting  to  be  let  inside 
the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts.  The 
crowd  is  here  as  an  annual  tra¬ 
dition  for  eighth  grade  Connec¬ 
tions  students. 

Once 
inside  the 
museum, 
t  h  e 
fivesies 
run  wild, 
trying  to 
complete 
a  scaven-  museum  of  fine 
ger  hunt 

assignment.  Guards  look  on 
patiently  as  confused  fivesies 
walk  in  circles  around  an  ex¬ 
hibit,  set  off  an  alarm,  or  sink 
down  into  a  comfortable 


bench.  The  guards  are  even 
willing  to  answer  some  impos¬ 
sible  scavenger  hunt  questions, 
like  “What  animal  skin  is  cover¬ 
ing  the  bench?”  What  bench!? 
I  don’t  see  a  bench.  It  is  won¬ 
derful  that  BLS  is  able  to  have 
such  a  connection  with  the  mu¬ 
seum.  Eighth  grader  Jacob 
Graham-Felsen  said,  “[This 
connection]  will  interest  people 
who  don’t  usually  go  to  art  mu¬ 
seums  and  [they 
can]  get  [exposed  to] 
different  cultures.” 

On  Tuesday, 
October  8,  Ms. 
Arnold’s  history 
classes  visited  the 
“Dreams  of  Free¬ 
dom”  Immigration 
Museum.  Here,  the 
immigration  process  is  recre¬ 
ated  with  passports,  citizenship 
tests  and  green  cards.  Virtually 
animated  dolls  tell  their  stories, 
and  while  sitting  in  a  “plane”  sm¬ 


arts 


dents  can  hear  the  story  of  an 
immigrant  from  China. 

From  talking  walls  to 
moving  floors,  the  Immi¬ 
gration  Museum  was  an 
interesting  and  educa¬ 
tional  experience.  “I 
think  that  the  field  trip  to 
the  Dreams  of  Freedom 
Immigration  Museum 
was  a  good  way  of  get¬ 
ting  the  8th  grade  stu¬ 
dents  to  understand 
how  hard  immigration 
was  for  people  in  earlier 
times,”  said  eighth  grader 
Sophia  Mooney. 

Later  on  in  the  year,  other 
trips  have  been  planned.  One 
will  be  to  the  Gardener  mu¬ 
seum.  Already,  Linda  Gretz 
from  the  Gardener  Museum 
has  come  to  give  a  presenta¬ 
tion  on  different  paintings, 
teaching  eighth  graders  how  to 
look  at  artwork.  Ms.  Hantout’s 
class  saw  some  of  the 


museum’s  exhibits  when  the 
museum  itself 
was  closed  to 
the  public.  As 
the  classes  ob¬ 
served  the 
J  paintings,  Ms. 
x  Gretz  and  Ms. 

Hantout  guided 
s  the  students 
through  an 
o  analysis  of  the 
o  paintings:  find- 
£  ing  the  subject, 
the  story  be¬ 
hind  the  painting,  and  the  way 
the  artist  drew  attention  to  one 
point  of  the  painting.  Later  on 
in  the  year,  the  eighth  graders 
will  be  performing  their  decla¬ 
mation  pieces  in  the  museum’s 
courtyard.  Going  to  museums 
is  a  fun,  different  way  to  learn 
and  a  time  to  appreciate  art  and 
culture  from  all  over  the  world. 


GARDNER  MUSEUM 


Big  Band  Getting  Warmed  Up 


By  Katie  Macdonald,  II 

Staff  Writer 

You  remember  the  Big 
Band,  right?  Sure  you  do!  Bet 
you’re  just  itching  to  know 
what’s  going  to  be  happening 
with  them  this  year,  aren’t  you? 
Well  look  no  further,  dear  Big 
Band  fans;  your  prayers  are 
about  to  be  answered. 

After  a  summer  off,  the 
Big  Band  has  begun  to  dust  off 
the  old  charts  and  get  things 
rolling  for  what  is  sure  to  be  an 
eventful  year.  Last  year,  it 


worked  with  guest  artists, 
played  various  gigs,  and  ended 
the  year  with  a  stellar 
performance  at  IAJE  State  with 
gold  medal  distinction.  The 
accomplishments  of  last  year 
will  be  hard  to  top,  but  Mr.  Pitts 
has  no  doubt  that  the  band  will 
rise  to  the  challenge. 

Mr.  Pitts  hopes  to  bring  in 
more  guest  artists  for  the  band, 
as  this  has  proved  a  great 
learning  experience  in  the  past. 
In  addition,  he  hopes  that  this 
year  the  band  will  advance  to 
finals  at  the  Berklee  High 


School  Jazz  Festival,  as  well  as 
advancing  to  State  Finals  at 
IAJE  Districts  again.  In  January 
of  2003,  an  IAJE  Conference 
with  jazz  clinics  and  the 
opportunity  to  hear  a  ton  of 
great  jazz. 

The  Big  Band  has  a  lot  on 
its  plate  this  school  year;  no 
doubt  its  members  will  rise  to 
the  occasion,  work  hard,  and 
obtain  marvelous  results.  The 
Big  Band  practices  every 
Monday  from  2:30-4:30, 
andsectionals,  occur  on 
Tuesdays,  Wednesdays  and 


Thursdays.  If  you’re  ever 
curious  to  see  them  practice, 
pop  your  head  into  the  band 
room  (41 8)  and  have  a  look  and 
listen;  you’re  sure  to  be 
pleasantly  surprised.  You  will 
see  a  group  of  dedicated 
student  musicians  playing  their 
hearts  out,  putting  a  piece  of 
themselves  into  the  music 
through  each  and  every  note, 
and  letting  the  sounds  of  Big 
Band  jazz  ring  through  the  halls 
of  Boston  Latin. 


Music  or  Not: 

RAP 

Compiled  By  Hcina  Yoo,  I,  A  &  E  Editor 


“Yeah,  because  I  see  music  as  a  type  of  expression.  Rap  is  a  type  of  expression.  They  play  it  on  the  radio,  and  rap  has  a  rhythm, 

just  like  music,  it  just  doesn’t  use  instruments.”  -Corey  Sylvester 

“Yeah.  Music  is  a  way  of  expressing  yourself  through  words.”  -®Uon  Krieger 


“It’s  music.  It  has  a  certain  beat,  it  has  a  certain  rhythm  you  can  dance  to.”  -  Kathryn  McDonald 

“No.  Rap  is  not  music  because  at  its  core  it’s  a  lot  of  people  s  ve  iring,  yelling,  and  threatening  people,  and  whining  about  how 
bad  the  world  is  without  doing  anything  to  change  it.  Also,  it’s  a!,  computer,  and  it  just  plain  sounds  bad.  I  don’t  think  it’s  music,  but 
it  could  be  considered  an  art  form.”  -  St.  John  Barned-Smith 


“Yeah,  it’s  music,  because  it  has  a  beat  and  it  forms  something  you  can  listen  to.”  -  Justin  Blecharczyk 

“Yeah,  because  there’s  music  in  it.  Usually  there’s  a  chorus.  Sometimes  they  take  excerpts  from  actual  songs.”  -  Rori  Edwards 

“It’s  more  of  an  expression  of  thoughts  and  feelings  than  music  because  it’s  not  melodic,  but  it  really  depends  on  the  artist, 
because  some  artists  tend  to  make  it  more  melodic  than  others.  But  in  general  it’s  people  saying  what  they  want  to  say  and 
sending  the  message  they  want  to  send.”  -  Elizabeth  Finlayson 

“No,  because  there  are  no  instruments  in  it,  and  music  is  instruments.”  -  Bruno  Fagundes 

“Yes,  because  it  expresses  the  artist’s  feelings,  just  as  musiSCn  other  genres  does.”  -  Kayla  Shaughnessy 

“Yes,  rap  is  music  because  it  follows  a  musical  form.  I  believe  that  music  can  be  adapted  to  any  type  of  expression,  whether  it’s 

political,  urban,  personal,  or  eccentric.”  -  David  Alexis 


“Yes.  It’s  an  expression  of  yourself  and  your  surroundings.’”'-  Bryan  Rodriguez 

“Yeah,  it’s  just  as  much  music  as  classical  music  or  pop,  it  just  has  its  own  style  and  its  own  beat.”-  Julia  Ryan 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Page  10 


Spotlight 


Glen  Ryan 


By  Adam  Weiss,  I 

Staff  Writer 

Whether  he  is  out  on  the 
sports  field  or  in  the 
classroom,  Glen  Ryan  attacks 
everything  he  does  with  the 
same  effort,  determination  and 
work  ethic.  A  talented  athlete 
and  a  devoted  student,  Glen 
has  graced  the  hallways  of 
Latin  for  six  years  with  his 
steadfast  resolve  and 
enthusiasm.  He  is  always 
ready  with  a  friendly  smile  or 
a  word  of  encouragement  for 
his  fellow  students.  When  it 
comes  to  athletics,  Glen  is  no 
different:  he  is  a  leader.  Says 
fellow  co-captain  Josh  Stuart- 
Shor  (I)  “Glen’s  ability  to 
communicate  with  fellow 
players  is  what  sets  him 
apart.” 

As  co-captain  of  the 
varsity  soccer  team,  Glen  led 
a  group  of  boys  who  faced 
considerable  difficulty  in  the 
competitive  Dual  County 
League.  In  his  fifth  year  of 
soccer  at  Boston  Latin,  Glen 
is  certainly  no  stranger  to 
defeat  nor  to  the  rigor  of  a 
tough  DCL  schedule.  Glen  is 
the  consumate  team  player 
and  all  the  personal  highlights 
he  has  accumulated  cannot 
soothe  his  disappointment 
with  the  outcome  of  this 
season.  According  to  Glen, 
“the  team  had  the  talent  to 
succeed,”  which  makes  their 
unsuccessful  season  all  the 
more  disappointing. 

Of  course,  Glen’s 
commitment  to  athletics  did 
not  begin  at  BLS.  As  a 
youngster,  Glen  played  little 
league  baseball  and  soccer, 
honing  his  skills  for  his 
upcoming  Latin  school  career. 
Glen  began  playing  soccer  in 
the  8lh  grade  at  Latin,  devoting 
himself  to  the  sport,  and 
eventually  attaining  the  title  of 
co-captain  this  year.  Just 
recently,  Glen  received 
recognition  for  his  skill  and 
dedication  by  being  named  a 
DCL  All-Star  Honorable 
Mention.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  tennis  team  in 
8m,  9th  and  10th  grade  and 
plans  to  play  this  year. 

Glen  is  not  only  hard¬ 
working  and  determined  on 
the  athletic  fields,  but  also  in 
the  classroom.  A  diligent 
student,  he  is  taking  four  AP 
classes  this  year,  but  still 
manages  to  balance 
academics  and  athletics.  Glen 
says  he  is  the  same  as  any 
other  Boston  Latin  student,  but 
either  way,  he  has  certainly 
been  a  pleasure  to  have 
I  around  these  past  six  years. 


Sports 

Girls  Volleyball  Topping  the  Charts 

Team  is  champion  of  DCL  again 


By  Caroline  Sullivan,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


As  last  year’s  Dual 
County  League  champions,  the 
girls  volleyball  team  started  the 
year  with  high  expectations. 
Moreover,  they  proved  they 
could  handle  the  pressure 
going  17-1  in  the  regular 
season.  Meanwhile,  with  their 
12-0  record  in  the  DCL,  they 
became  the  first  team  in 


decades  to  go 
undefeated  in  the 
league.  Led  by 
Coach  Kai  Yuen 
and  captains  Sarah 
Choi  (I),  Sandy 
Wong  (I)  and  Jenny 
Cheng  (I),  the 
squad  is  having  a 
season  for  the  ages. 

The  presence 
of  the  seniors  on 
this  year’s  team  has 
been  key  to  its 


KASIA  PRENETTA,  I, 
STARTS  THE  PLAY 


success.  Their  strong 
points  for  the  year 
spanned  the  volleyball 
spectrum,  including 
serving,  led  by  Kasia 
f  Preneta  (I),  offense,  led 
x  by  Mabel  Wong  (I),  and 
<2  defense,  led  by  Becky 
|  Wong  (I). 

P  Recently,  the 
o  Wolfpack  avenged  its 
o  only  loss  by  beating 
-  Brockton  2-1,  and  also 
beat  Acton-Boxborough 


in  two  sets.  With  close  games 
against  Newton-South  and 
Cambridge,  the  girls  tuned  up 
for  the  post-season.  Last  year, 
the  group  lost  to  North  Quincy 
in  the  semi-finals  of  the  state 
tournament.  This  year,  they 
hope  to  go  further.  No  matter 
how  far  the  Wolfpack  goes,  the 
girls  have  worked  hard  and 
produced  a  team  that  is  the 
pride  of  the  whole  school. 


Golf  Team:  Diamond  in  the  Rough! 


By  Danielle  Prahl,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


Any  team  that  has  not 
won  a  match  in  over  two  years 
and  still  remains  devoted  to  the 
sport  deserves  our  admiration. 
The  BLS  golf  team,  coached  by 
Mr.  Myers,  meets  two  to  three 
days  a  week  to  practice  at 
either  the  George  Wright  golf 
course  in  Hyde  Park,  or  the 
course  in  Franklin  Park. 
Although  they  may  not  be  as 
well  known  as  some  of  the 


other  BLS  teams,  they  work  just 
as  hard  to  win  their  way  to  the 
top.  Mr.  Myers  has  been 
coaching  the  team  faithfully 
since  1 983  and  he  understands 
the  individual  pressure  on  the 
team  members.  “Golf  is  a  team 
sport,”  says  Mr.  Myers,  “but  it 
falls  on  the  kids  individually.” 
The  players  may  feel  this 
pressure  when  they  are  on  the 
course  during  their  matches 
twice  a  week,  but  Mr.  Myers  is 
a  very  supportive  coach.  “I 
mean  no  disrespect  to  any  of 


the  other  teams,  but  I  do  think 
that  golf  is  one  of  the  most 
difficult  and  competitive  sports 
in  the  Dual  County  League,” 
says  Mr.  Meyers.  This 
statement  certainly  proves  itself 
true,  because  the  golf  team 
finds  itself  facing  only  private 
schools  that  are  better 
equipped  than  they. 

Zack  Robbins,  last  year’s 
MVP,  and  Jeff  Donaldson  are 
two  players  who  truly 
demonstrate  the  hard  work  the 
golf  team  puts  into  the  sport. 


Girls  are  also  showing  their 
talent;  there  are  more  this  year 
than  in  any  previous  year  of  the 
team’s  history.  Coach  Myers 
has  had  no  difficulty  with  the 
players,  calling  them  “polite” 
and  “respectful.”  Even  though 
the  team  has  yet  to  win  a  match 
this  season,  the  golf  team 
sometimes  has  periods  of 
success.  The  golf  team  went 
through  winning  streaks  in  the 
80’s  and  90’s,  and  hopefully  will 
be  able  to  do  this  again  in  the 
near  future. 


Girls  Swimming  Dives  into  Action 


By  Kassie  Skipper,  II 

Contributing  Writer 

Dedication,  unity  and 
strength  all  come  to  mind  when 
thinking  about  the  Girls  Varsity 
Swim  Team  at  Latin  this  year. 
Many  shrug  off  swimming  as  an 
activity  rather  than  a  sport 
because  they  have  no  idea  how 
much  hard  work  and  discipline 
is  necessary  in  swimming. 

This  year’s  team  is  made 


up  of  about  forty  girls,  and  as 
Coach  Conley  has  repeatedly 
declared  throughout  the 
season,  “This  is  one  of  the  best 
groups  to  come  through  this 
place.”  After  twelve  meets,  the 
team’s  record  stands  at  5-7  with 
five  meets  left. 

One  of  the  season’s 
highlights  was  the  Friday  night 
meet  against  Newton  North, 
longtime  rival.  During  the  meet, 
Kassie  Skipper  (II),  Elaine 


Matthews  (III)  and  Lani  Skipper 
(IV),  anchored  by  Sharon 
Silverman  (II),  swam  the  200- 
free  relay.  They  not  only  won 
the  event,  but  also  qualified  the 
team  for  States  with  a  time  of 
1:50:23.  It  was  a  very  close 
meet  and  in  the  end  the 
Wollfpack  emerged  victorious. 
Sharon  Silverman  (II)  qualified 
for  Sectionals  in  the  50-free  and 
the  100-butterfly,  and  several 
other  girls  were  very  close  to 


the  qualification  time.  Divers 
Katie  Dooley  (II),  Kathleen 
Harrington  (II),  and  Melissa 
Gilmore  (III)  contributed  to  the 
success  of  each  meet  as  well. 

The  captains  and  some 
other  seniors  contribute  greatly 
to  the  spirit  of  the  team.  Their 
dedication  and  overall  attitude 
is  a  true  testament  to  what 
makes  the  Latin  swim  team  a 
great  one  to  be  a  part  of. 


Soccer  Teams  Still  Kicking 


Girls 


By  Colleen  Keller,  I  & 
Julia  Kenyon,  I 

Contributing  Writers 


“How  ya’II  feel?  FIRED 
UP!”  is  the  resounding  cheer 
heard  throughout  Cleveland 
Circle  field  on  any  given  Friday. 
Led  by  the  blaring  of  co-captain 
Josh  Stuart-Shor  (I),  the  boys 
get  energized  before  the  game. 

Despite  their  record  of  0- 
15-1,  the  Boston  Latin  School 
soccer  players  have  played 
their  hearts  out  and  displayed 
remarkable  teamwork.  Said 
coach  Aaron  Osowiecki,  "Suc¬ 
cess  is  not  measured  by  the 
scoreboard.  Success  is  know¬ 
ing  that  you  have  done  every¬ 
thing  possible  to  become  the 
best  you  can  be.”  David 
Hourihan  (I)  and  senior  cap¬ 
tains  Stuart-Shor  and  Glen 
Ryan  (I)  have  given  the  team 
great  leadership  with  their  ex¬ 


pert  playing  this  year,  with  Ryan 
and  Hourihan  leading  the  de¬ 
fense  and  Stuart-Shor  as 
goalie. 

The  team  is  losing  ten 
valuable  seniors  at  the  end  of 
the  season  but  the  optimistic 
MarcTangvik,  a  sophomore  on 
the  varsity  team,  points  out, 
“We  have  a  lot  of  upcoming  tal¬ 
ent  in  the  freshmen,  sopho¬ 
mores  and  juniors,  who  will 
hopefully  make  up  for  the  loss 
of  the  senior  class.” 

The  team  is  at  a  clear 
drawback  because  it  is  chal¬ 
lenging  to  compete  with  the 
feeder  systems  of  rich  suburbia. 
However,  the  team  puts  up  an 
admirable  fight  despite  their  dis¬ 
advantages  when  they  contend 
out  on  the  field.  Through  rain, 
broken  goals  and  yellow  and 
red  penalty  cards,  the  Wolfpack 
boys  have  shown  dedication 
and  perseverance  throughout 
the  season. 


By  St.  John  Barned- 
Smith,  II 

Staff  Writer 


As  fall  sports  come  to  an 
end,  it’s  time  to  look  at  the  Girls 
Soccer  team.  Led  by  Coach 
Kelly,  the  team  managed  a  3- 
16-1  record.  Like  other  losing 
teams  at  BLS,  this  does  not 
reflect  the  work  they  put  into  the 
season.  Practice  was  everyday, 
if  there  were  no  games  to  be 
played.  It  usually  lasted  two 
hours.  The  day  started  with 
running,  stretching  and 
shooting  drills.  Depending  on 
weaknesses  from  the  last 
games,  passing,  dribbling  and 
conditioning  were  all  key  parts 
of  practice.  Team  strategizing 
was  also  an  important  element, 
as  was  strengthening  plays  like 
corner  kicks,  throw-ins  and 
more. 

In  the  games,  Liz  Tricco 


(II)  used  her  amazing  speed  as 
a  powerful  offensive  weapon 
while  Katherine  Walsh  (II)  had 
the  rare  distinction  of  scoring  on 
a  corner  kick  this  year.  The 
team  showed  Latin  Academy 
that  we  are  indeed  “Sumus 
Primi”  when  they  won  both 
games  versus  Latin  Academy 
to  capture  the  so-called  “Latin 
Cup”.  The  team  also  produced 
four  DCL  All-Stars:  Eva  Erlich 

(I) ,  Katherine  Walsh  (II),  Mandy 
Kessler  (II)  and  Katie  Barnes 

(II) ,  who  was  named  the  best 
goalie  in  the  league.  Caitlyn 
Glynn  (III)  made  up  for  her 
deficiency  in  size  by  her  hard 
work  and  ferocity.  The  seniors 
of  this  year  will  next  pass  the 
torch  to  Mariana  Sarango, 
Mandy  Kessler,  Katie  Barnes 
and  Nadine  Deery  all  of  class 
II,  who  are  confident  that  next 
year's  record  will  show  the  true 
ability  of  the  team. 
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Sports 

Wolfpack  Football  Aims  to 
Surpass  2001  Record 


'"j*- '  £  -I**  — "  -  — 

THE  FOOTBALL  TEAM  HAS  BEEN  PRACTICING  WITH  INTENSITY,  A  KEY 
ASPECT  OF  THEIR  SUCCESS. 


By  David  Biele,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


At  this  point  in  the  season, 
the  Wolfpack  find  themselves  at 
a  2-3  win-loss  ratio  overall  with 
a  record  of  2-1  in  the  DCL. 
Those  two  wins  at  the  halfway 
mark  of  the  season  equal  the 
team’s  output  for  all  of  last  year. 
No  longer  are  they  the  “cellar 
dwellers”  of  the  DCL.  Today  the 
Pack  is  on  the  rise.  Everything 
seems  to  be  gelling  at  just  the 
right  time  for  them.  The  running 
game,  led  by  halfback  Yemi 
Owolewa  (I),  has  been  running 
over  opposing  defenses.  The 
passing  game,  led  by 
quarterback  Mike  Mitchell  (III), 
has  also  put  its  fair  share  of 
points  onto  the  board.  The 


defense,  anchored  by  Cecil 
Butcher  (I),  Mark  Higgins  (I), 
and  John  Regan  (I),  has  been 
shutting  down  opposing 
offenses. 


When  asked  about  the 
team’s  sudden  emergence, 
Captain  Butcher  had  this  to  say: 
“Execution.  It’s  all  execution. 
In  games  we  have  lost,  we’ve 


beaten  ourselves.  We  just 
didn’t  execute  as  well  as  we 
should  have.”  Butcher  had  also 
said  that  last  year  the  team 
went  through  some  growing 
pains.  It  had  been  their  first 
year  under  Coach  McDonough, 
and  the  team  had  to  learn  a  new 
system.  Now,  a  year  later,  the 
team  has  been  brought  into  the 
system.  However,  this  team  will 
be  put  to  the  test.  Still  on  the 
schedule  for  the  Wolfpack  is  the 
perennial  powerhouse  of  the 
DCL,  Acton-Boxboro,  as  well  as 
Lincoln-Sudbury,  Concord- 
Carlisle  and  Westford.  At  this 
point  in  the  season,  the  Pack 
has  confidence  and  the  team 
gets  better  and  better  with  each 
game.  The  Wolfpack  is  a  team 
on  the  rise  with  a  bright 
tomorrow. 


Girls  Cross  Country  DCL  Champs 


CROSS  COUNTRY  TRAINS  FOR  A  MEET 


By  Katherine  Ramey,  III 

Contributing  Writer 

Success  is  achieved 
through  hard  work,  and  the 
Boston  Latin  School  Cross 
Country  team  works  tirelessly 
to  achieve  its  goals.  Perhaps  it 
is  this  hard  work  (you  may  have 
seen  them  running  every  day 
after  school  for  five  miles  with¬ 
out  fail)  that  has  resulted  in  the 
girls  team  doing  so  well  this 
season.  When  asked  how  they 
are  doing,  Coach  Mike 
Meagher  replied,  “The  team’s 
doing  great.  Better  than  ex¬ 
pected.”  He  went  on  to  say  that 
the  team  has  improved 
throughout  the  last  few  years, 
and  he  has  high  hopes  for  the 
future.  The  captains,  Annie 
Roddy  (I)  and  Kerry  Sullivan 


(II),  have  led  the  team  through 
a  remarkable  season  so  far, 
performing  well  at  the  Dual 
County  League  Champion¬ 
ships,  and  hopefully  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  do  so  at  the  State 
Championships.  Evidence  of 


the  team’s  hard  work  is  the  girls’ 
win  over  Newton  South.  In  a 
gigantic  upset,  the  girls  team 
overcame  a  perennially  tal¬ 
ented  Newton  South  team.  Led 
by  Roddy,  Sullivan,  and  fresh¬ 
man  Cecelia  Wong,  the  girls  tri¬ 


umphed  in  their  best  meet  of 
the  season  to  the  surprise  of  all 
in  attendance. 

Boys 

The  boys  have  not  been 
doing  as  well  as  the  girls,  but 
not  for  lack  of  trying.  Co-cap¬ 
tain  Roger  Poulin  (I)  was  hit 
with  an  injury  and  it  seems  the 
boys  have  had  trouble  manag¬ 
ing  as  well  as  they  would  like 
to  in  his  absence.  Despite  the 
setbacks  the  team  has  faced, 
they  will  surely  be  back  on  their 
feet  soon.  The  hardworking  in¬ 
dividuals,  who  have  banded  to¬ 
gether  to  form  this  astounding 
team,  will  unquestionably  re¬ 
ceive  the  recognition  they  de¬ 
serve. 


It's  Not  Easy  Being  Short... 


By  Mitty,  ? 

Assistant  Sports  Editor 


Well,  my  faithful 
readership,  today  I  write  you 


without  happiness  for  the  first 
time  in  many  moons.  Last  issue 
I  provided  you  all  with  an  e-mail 
address  at  which  to  reach  me, 
but  Hotmail  seems  to  have 
gotten  its  knickers  in  a  bunch, 


and  now  won’t  let 
me  in.  With 
regret,  I  now 
realize  that 
scores  of  you 
must  have  e- 
mailed  me  these 
past  few  weeks, 
and  I  have  been 
unable  to  bask  in 
the  warmth  of 
your  love.  I  shed 
_  a  tear  at  the 
§  thought  of  all  the 
S  e-mails  I  must 
|  have  missed  as  a 
<  result  of  my 
a  technological 
2  ineptitude.  But 
p  fret  not,  my 
~  friends,  I  have 
arranged  for  a 


new  e-mail  address  on  Yahoo: 
argomittv@vahoo.com.  It 
appears  that  this  one  actually 
works,  so  please  do  not 
hesitate  to  send  me  your 
messages  there. 

Unfortunately,  this  is  but 
the  tip  of  my  formidable  iceberg 
of  anger,  as  all  is  not  well  in 
Paradise.  While  everyone 
around  me  has  tanned  beauti¬ 
fully  (really,  this  tropical  sun  cre¬ 
ates  a  gorgeous  bronze),  I  am 
still  as  white  as  a  T-shirt,  devoid 
of  all  colors,  except  white.  The 
lady-folk,  who  were  once  lust¬ 
fully  fighting  over  me,  have  now 
found  a  new  heartthrob,  a  cer¬ 
tain  ‘shudder*  “Jason.”  They 
say  that  I  am  simply  too  short. 
Preposterous!  I  mean,  there’s 
no  denying  that  I’m  slightly  ver¬ 
tically  challenged,  but  darn  it, 
size  shouldn’t  matter! 

Everywhere  I  go,  my  ro¬ 
mantic  advances  are  thwarted 
by  this  “Jason.”  So,  ashamed,  I 
decided  to  return  to  immortal 
BLS,  home  of  memories  of 


myself  as  king  of  the  sports 
kingdom.  Upon  returning,  how¬ 
ever,  I  was  rudely  reminded  that 
I  am  anything  but  king.  I  am  no 
bigger  than  the  ball  in  any  of  the 
sports,  and  have  been  trampled 
by  more  athletes  than  I  care  to 
remember.  And  for  those  of  you 
snickering,  until  you  have  been 
attached  to  the  foot  of  a  foot¬ 
ball  player,  your  nose  mere 
inches  away  from  the  base  of 
his  sweat-soaked  and  fungus- 
inhabited  sock,  you  do  not 
know  what  agony  is.  This  I  can 
attest  to.  I  would  certainly  ap¬ 
preciate  some  sympathy  over 
here. 

My  cuteness  was  once 
seen  as  cute,  but  now  I  am 
quickly  realizing  that  in  the 
world  of  American  capitalism, 
the  short  are  thrown  to  the  way- 
side,  and  the  tall  are  supreme. 

I  seek  not  your  pity,  nor  your 
charity  (checks  can  be  made 
payable  to  “Argo,”  attn:  Mitty), 
only  your  support  during  these 
troubled  times.  Thank  you. 


MITTY  HAS  BEEN  GOING  THROUGH  GROWING  PAINS 


Spotlight 


Anne  Roddy 

By  Kerry  Sullivan,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


It’s  thirty  degrees 
outside.  While  most  of  us  are 
hurrying  home,  bundled 
tightly  in  our  warm  winter 
jackets,  Annie  Roddy,  clad  in 
shorts  and  a  T-shirt,  is 
leading  the  cross  country 
team  on  a  practice  run 
through  Boston.  “A-Rod”  is  in 
her  first  year  as  captain  of  the 
cross  country  team  and  is  a 
leading  candidate  for  captain 
of  the  other  two  seasons’ 
worth  of  BLS  track.  She  has 
led  the  team  by  example 
through  her  outstanding 
performance,  as  well  as 
through  her  easy  going 
personality.  Annie  knows  the 
right  pace  for  her  team  - 
pushing  the  girls,  but  also 
keeping  them  relaxed 
enough  to  enjoy  the  workout. 

Just  because  she 
knows  how  to  take  it  easy  at 
practice  doesn’t  mean  that 
Annie  doesn’t  know  how  to 
burn  the  DCL’s  competition 
when  race  time  rolls  around. 
“A-Rod”  has  consistently 
placed  in  the  top  three  to  five 
runners  at  dual  meets,  even 
against  the  tough  opposition 
of  Newton  South,  Concord- 
Carlisle,  and  Lincoln- 
Sudbury.  Annie’s  persistence 
and  willpower  keep  her 
running  on  overworked 
quadriceps,  which  sidelined 
her  for  the  Dual  County 
League  Championship,  but 
“A-Rod”  still  intends  to  return 
for  the  State  Championships 
after  resting  her  leg. 

Says  Boys  X-Country 
runner,  St.  John  Barned- 
Smith,  “Annie  Roddy  is  an 
intelligent  and  talented 
athlete,  and  her  leadership 
and  dedication  have  greatly 
contributed  to  the  team.” 

Annie  is  not  just  a 
leader  on  the  cross  country 
team  though.  She  is  also  a 
force  to  be  reckoned  with  on 
the  indoor  and  outdoor  track 
teams.  Specializing  in  the 
1000,  the  800,  the  mile,  and 
the  4x800,  Roddy  has 
repeatedly  qualified  for  the 
state  meets,  and  has  been  an 
integral  part  of  the  track  team. 
After  growing  up  playing 
soccer  and  basketball  in  her 
hometown  of  West  Roxbury, 
and  doing  two  years  of  each 
sport  at  Latin  School,  Annie 
has  dedicated  her  athleticism 
to  the  art  of  pounding  the 
pavement. 


Page  12 


Sports 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


The  Good 


By  Shawn  Guan,  I 

Staff  Writer 

Last  year  was  an  impor¬ 
tant  year  for  the  Boston 
Celtics.  For  the  past  few  years, 
the  Celtics  were  known  as  a 
rebounding  team  with  two  su¬ 
perstars,  but  few  role  players 
surrounding  them.  However, 
last  year,  both  Paul  Pierce  and 
Antoine  Walker  had  breakout 
years  and  the  team  acquired 
good  complementary  players 
such  as  Rodney  Rogers.  The 
team,  which  had  not  been  a 
serious  contender  for  a  while, 
finished  second  in  the  Atlantic 
Division,  beaten  by  the  New 
Jersey  Nets  in  the  Eastern 
Conference  Finals. 

The  Celtics  team  has 


changed  dramatically  since 
last  year.  First,  they  acquired 
Vin  Baker  from  Seattle.  Some 
point  to  his  huge  contract  and 
declining  offensive  stats,  but 
he  is  a  good  inside  presence. 
Last  year,  the  Celtics  had  no 
presence  at  the  boards,  rou¬ 
tinely  letting  opponents  take 
second  shots.  Vin  Baker 
should  help  with  this  problem 
enormously,  contributing  with 
rebounds.  He  is  a  talented  big 
man  who  should  be 
rejuvinated  by  playing  for  a 
contender  and  in  front  of  the 
devoted  fans  of  Boston. 

The  team  has  lost  some 
offense,  with  the  departure  of 
Rodney  Rogers,  who  was  a 
good  third  option  when  Paul 
Pierce  and  Antoine  Walker 
were  double  or  triple-teamed. 
Unless  someone  steps  up 
again  this  year,  Antoine  and 
Paul  will  continue  to  be 
double-teamed 

The  Celtics  should  do 
very  well  this  year.  Paul  Pierce 
will  be  the  main  offensive 
threat,  with  Antoine  Walker’s 
all-around  game  backing  him 
up.  Baker  will  regain  his  shoot¬ 
ing  touch,  and  be  a  more  than 
adequate  replacement  for 
Rodney  Rogers,  and  the  other 
less  important  players  will  pick 
up  the  big  guns  when  they  are 
in  a  slump.  In  short,  the  Celtics 
will  be  serious  contenders  this 
year. 


The  Decent 


And  the  Ugly 


By  Daniel  Weissman,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

The  Celts  are  back  in 
town,  back  for  another  season 
of  basketball,  Boston-style.  Yes 
folks,  you  know  what  that 
means.  The 
C’s  will  have 
an  amazing 
start  of  their 
season,  and 
Champion¬ 
ship  fever 
will  catch 
Boston 
early.  The 
Antoine  and 
Paul  duo,  as 
potent  as 
any  since 
Batman  and 
Robin,  will 
light  up  the 
court  and 
dazzle  fans 
and  foes 
alike. 

Between  those  two,  the  C’s  will 
easily  get  50-60  points  per 
game.  The  Celtics  will  brutally 
demolish  every  iota  of  pitifully 
futile  opposition  that  their  foes 
put  up. . .  for  the  first  part  of  the 
season.  However,  the  mid¬ 
season  swoon  is  a  dark  abyss 
from  which  few  Boston  teams 
(or  fans)  can  escape.  The 
hometown  gang  will  inevitably 
sink  into  this  funk  around  their 
fortieth  or  fiftieth  game,  as  soon 
as  a  team  figures  out  how  to 
shut  down  either  Pierce  or 
Walker  on  any  given  night. 
However,  by  then  the  Celtics 
will  have  a  good  enough  record 
so  that  all  they’ll  have  to  do  is 
play  .500  ball  to  get  into  the 
playoffs,  which  they  will.  When 


in  the  playoffs,  the  true 
weaknesses  of  the  Celtics  will 
be  sadly  displayed  on  national 
television  as  they  will  once 
again  fail  to  advance  to 
credibility  in  the  NBA’s  playoffs. 
This  is  what  happens  when  you 
have  a  team 
of  two 
players  in  a 
game  made 
for  five.  (You 
know...  the 
Celtics 
actually 
have  ten 
other  players 
on  the 
payroll 
besides 
p  Antoine  and 
£  Paul.  Then 
again,  all  ten 
combined 
are  lucky  to 
score  as 
many  points 
per  game  as 
the  Dynamic  Duo.)  If  we  do  the 
math,  the  other  ten  Celtics  will 
have  to  score  5-6  points  per 
game,  on  a  good  night.  Take  a 
look  at  the  Boston  bench; 
Walter  McCarty?  Bruno 
Sundov??  Vin  Baker???  (He 
was  decent...  SIX  year  ago.) 
These  guys  aren’t  exactly  the 
creme  of  the  NBA  crop.  The 
Celtics  have  put  too  much 
emphasis  on  having  their  two 
superstars,  and  not  enough 
emphasis  on  haying  a  well- 
rounded  team.  For  this  fault,  the 
Celtics,  upon  meeting  the  big 
boys  of  the  NBA  in  the  playoffs, 
will  quickly  fold.  A  playoff 
appearance  to  be  sure,  but  as 
many  Bostonians  have  heard 
before...  “wait  ‘til  next  year.” 


By  Mark  Higgins,  I 

Staff  Writer 


I  was  surprised  to  say  the 
least  when  the  Boston  Celtics 
went  to  the  Eastern  Conference 
Finals  last  year.  They 
demolished  the  76ers  and  the 
Pistons  on  the  way  there,  but  I 
have  a  little  secret  to 
let  you  in  on.  Last 
year  meant  nothing. 

It  was  a  fluke.  It 
won’t  happen  this 
year  kiddies. 

Biggest  news 
out  of  training  camp 
this  year:  Team  is 
sold  for  record 
amount  of  money. 

(Why  is  something 
always  a  record? 

Can’t  we  sell  a  team 
fora  regular  amount 
of  money?)  And  the 
dudes  who  stabbed  Paul  Pierce 
are  incarcerated. 

Where  is  the  annual 
statement  from  Walker  that 
everyone  has  stepped  up  their 
game  so  much  that  the  Finals 
is  a  sure  thing?  It’s  not  there. 
In  fact  Celtics  management 
wanted  to  improve  on  last  year 
so  much  that  they  traded  their 
third  best  player  (I  know,  I  know 
but  Kenny  did  actually  do 
something  last  year)  and  trash 
for  Vin  Baker,  overpaid  trash. 
They  let  Rodney  Rogers,  the 
key  to  their  spread  offense,  go 
into  free  agency.  By  the  way 
he  ended  up  with  the  Nets,  aka 
the  team  that  beat  the  Celtics 
in  the  conference  finals  last 
season.  So,  besides  the  great 
Vin  Baker,  the  Celtics 
management  thought  it  would 
be  a  good  idea  to  take  players 


from  the  teams  that  beat  the 
USA  in  the  recent  World 
Championships  (Don’t  even  get 
me  started  on  the  WC.  It’s  so 
humiliating  to  realize  that  other 
people  can  play  basketball  too. 
Yugoslavia!  C’mon,  seriously!). 
So  they  got  Ruben  Wolkowyski 
from  Argentina.  Makes  sense 
right?  Now  we  can  beat  the 
Nets.  Meanwhile 
the  Nets  trade  the 
useless  stiff  known 
as  Kieth  Van  Horn 
and  that  center 
dude,  Todd 
MacColluch,  for 
D  i  k  e  m  b  e 
Mutombo,  3-time 
Defensive  Player 
of  the  year.  Oh  and 
they  signed  a  point 
guard  named  Chris 
Childs  to  back  up 
that  other  point 
guard  they  have. 
Real  comparative. 

I  can  hear  all  the  cries  of 
“what  about  Walker  and 
Pierce?”  They  are  the  second 
highest  scoring  duo  in  the 
league.  They  have  been  for  the 
past  two  seasons.  They  are 
going  to  keep  on  scoring.  It’s 
awesome  to  have  50  points 
from  two  guys  every  night.  The 
problem  is  how  do  you  get  the 
extra  forty  or  so?  Last  year  they 
had  people  who  could  get  it. 
This  year  they  don’t. 

Boston  did  little  or  nothing 
to  improve  itself.  They  traded 
or  let  go  two  of  their  top  five 
players.  They  added  foreign 
centers  who  can  hit  the  three 
and  players  who  will  make  lots 
of  money  doing  nothing.  New 
Jersey  added  defense  and 
scoring.  I’m  sorry  but  I’m  taking 
New  Jersey. 


Sport 

Or  Not  a 


Sport: 


POOL 


Sport 

“It  is  a  sport  because  you  can 
pretend  the  little  balls  are 
people  and  they  don’t  know 
how  to  run,  so  you  have  to  hit 
them  with  a  stick  so  the  ‘people’ 
will  move  around  until  they  fall 
into  the  hole.” 

-Anonymous 

Not  a  Sport 

"No,  because  it’s  not  actually 
physical  exertion,  it’s  more 
calculation  of  angles.  It's  more 
geometry  and  physics... 
definitely  physics.” 

-Veronica  Koven,  IV 


Not  a  Sport 

“Pool  is  not  a  sport,  it’s  a  game. 
As  fun  as  it  may  be,  tapping 
balls  around  a  little  table  isn’t 
what  comes  to  mind  when  you 
think  of  sports.” 

-Caleb  Larson,  III 


Sport 

“Sport  because  alcohol  and 
physical  violence  are  usually 
involved.” 

-Dan  Largess,  I 


bport 


“Yes,  pool  is  a  sport  because  it 
requires  fine  muscle 
and  training.” 

-Jeremiah  Chaplin,  I 


Bomb  the 
Blue! 

38-0  is  all  we 
have  to  say 


Sports  p.7 


Battle  of  the 
Century! 

Battle  of  the 
Bands  a  huge 
success 
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Doubts  and  Confusion  Surround  Iraq  Policy 


By  Meredith  Garry,  II  & 

Trude  Raizen,  III 

Asst.  News  Editor  and  Staff  Writer 

In  the  last  few  months,  it 
seems  that  there  has  been  a 
sharp  increase  in  the  media 
attention  surrounding  Iraq. 
Seeing  as  Iraq  is  a  defining 
member  of  the  infamous  “axis 
of  evil,”  it  should  make  sense 
that  the  United  States  would 
want  to  rein  in  Saddam  and  his 
hypothetical  biological  and/or 
nuclear  weapons.  However, 
contrary  to  apparent  logic, 
there  is  a  visible  group  of  mem¬ 
bers  in  the  BLS  community 
who  oppose  America’s  pos¬ 
sible  use  of  force  in  Iraq. 
Though  there  are  many  who 
remain  uninformed,  it  is  not  dif¬ 
ficult  to  find  students  with 
strong  opinions  on  the  matter. 

The  possible  impending 
military  action  in  Iraq  is  a  hot 
topic  for  political  discussions. 
Activism  against  the  war  is  vis¬ 
ible  in  a  variety  of  forms;  from 
student  participation  in  the  war 
protest  at  the  Boston  Common 

a  few  weeks  ago  to  the  “Invade 

Iraq?  NO!”  bumper  sticker  con¬ 
spicuously  stuck  to  the  front  of 


one  teacher’s  desk.  Ruthzee 
Loujieune  (II)  comments,  “I  think 
that  the  United  Nation/United 
States  should  be  involved  with 
what  is  happening  in  Iraq,  but 
war  is  not  the  answer  because 
it  will  only  lead  to  more  problems 
on  both  sides.  Our  president 
needs  to  make  wise  decisions 
in  regard  to  the  welfare  of  all 
people.”  Mr.  Steve  Fernandez 
concurs  with 
Loujieune,  saying 
that  the  “war  is  very 
short-sighted;  it  is 
analogous  to,  if  you 
have  a  cold,  cutting 
off  your  nose.  It  is 
not  addressing  the 
issue  and  may  make 
it  worse.” 

Many  students 
also  express  con¬ 
cerns  over  the  issue  of  nuclear 
war.  Says  Nafkote  Tamirat  (II), 
“I  don’t  think  that  nuclear  war 
solves  any  problems,  especially 
in  this  situation  where  the  United 
States  is  breaking  U.N.  laws  and 
allowing  Bush  to  have  almost 
unlimited  power.”  Some, 
however,  fear  that  not  taking 
immediate  action  will  lead  to 
Iraq  instigating  nuclear  war  it¬ 


self.  Other  students  are  suspi¬ 
cious  that  the  talk  of  “pre¬ 
emptive  strikes”  began  around 
the  time  of  mid-term  elections. 
Various  students  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  North  Korea  has 
definitely  admitted  to  having 
nuclear  weapons,  and  the 
United  States  is  dealing  with 
them  in  a  far  less  severe  man¬ 
ner  than  with  Iraq.  Then  there 


is  the  simple  fact  that  the  mili¬ 
tary  action  the  US  is  discuss¬ 
ing  would  violate  international 
law. 

What  are  possible  mo¬ 
tives  for  the  United  States’  in¬ 
volvement  in  Iraq?  Those  who 
have  no  doubts  in  our  elected 
leaders  argue  that  this  country 
is  simply  trying  to  prevent  a 
nuclear  war  and  stop  an  evil 


and  dangerous  man  who  has 
far  too  much  power.  Some  op¬ 
timists  will  go  as  far  as  to  say 
that  America  is  looking  out  for 
the  good  of  the  Iraqi  people  that 
Hussein  has  oppressed  for  so 
long.  Skeptics  point  out  that 
America  is  interested  in  Iraq’s 
oil,  and  if  a  new  government 
were  put  in  place  certain  pow¬ 
erful  American  politicians  would 
have  the  opportunity 
to  gain  control  of 
some  of  this  poten- 
|  tial  gold  mine. 

N  It  is  hard  to 

C/5 

§  gather  accurate 
S.  facts  on  the  matter, 
“  with  the  United 
?  States  saying  one 
£  thing,  the  UN  an¬ 
other,  and  Iraq  yet  a 
third.  Fernandez 
points  out  that  the  American 
“media  is  biased.  There  are 
few  sources  of  objective  infor¬ 
mation.”  However,  a  careful 
examination  of  recent  history 
reveals  that  in  the  1 970s  the  US 
helped  set  up  Saddam  Hussein 
due  to,  that’s  right,  oil. The  pre¬ 
vious  leader  was  going  to  na¬ 
tionalize  the  resource.  More 
recently,  U.S.  sanctions  on  Iraq 


have  led  to  the  starvation  of 
millions  of  its  innocent  citizens. 
There  is  an  argument  that  Iraq 
cannot  possibly  attack  America 
because  they  do  not  have  the 
high-powered  missiles  to  reach 
us  across  the  ocean.  Though 
there  is  concern  that  Hussein 
could  give  nuclear  or  biological 
weapons  to  a  terrorist  group 
such  as  Al  Qaeda,  these  Is¬ 
lamic  extremists,  are  radical 
Shi’a.  Hussein  and  his  govern¬ 
ment  are  of  the  Sunni  branch, 
and  have  long  been  at  odds 
with  the  Shi’a  in  the  area.  Of 
course,  there  is  conflicting  in¬ 
formation  which  makes  it  diffi¬ 
cult  to  disprove  a  connection 
between  Iraq  and  Al  Qaeda. 

For  most  students  there 
are  few  opportunities  to  learn 
a  substantial  amount  about 
both  sides  of  this  conflict  while 
in  the  classroom,  and  forming 
a  consistent  opinion  is  difficult. 
In  the  words  of  Erin  Durkin  (II), 
“I  believe  in  the  concept  of  a 
just  war,  but  a  war  is  just  only 
when  it  is  used  as  a  last  resort, 
and  only  when  it  is  in  response 
to  a  real  threat.  As  it  now 
stands,  a  war  against  Iraq 
wouldn’t  qualify.” 


ATTACK  IRAQ? 

NO! 

www.commoflilrefiiii8.org 


What's  Sleep  Got  to 
Do  With  It? 


By  Rebecca  Greening,  I 

News  Editor 

Yawning  is  contagious, 
coffee  is  addictive,  and  sleep 
is  in  short  supply.  All  these  facts 
of  life  are  at  their  peak  during 
the  high  school  years.  This 
leads  to  the  question  of  why 
haven’t  the  highly  evolved 
minds  that  create  schedules 
and  oversee  the  work¬ 
ings  of  didactic  life  real¬ 
ized  that  teenagers 
have  different  body 
clocks  than  adults? 
According  to  “Sleep 
is  the  One  Thing 
Missing  in  Busy 
Teenage  Lives” 
from  the  Novem¬ 
bers,  2002  issue  of 
The  New  York 
Times,  the  teen  sleep 
cycle  consists  of  wak¬ 
ing  up  very  early  in  the 
morning,  dragging 
through  the  school  day  and 
then  expending  energy  for 
sports  or  clubs.  When  the  day 
is  over  teens  frequently  stay  up 
late  chatting  online  or  doing 
homework,  then  during  week¬ 
ends  teens  stay  out  late  only 
to  “binge  sleep  until  noon  or  be¬ 
yond.”  Although  many  teens 
only  get  6-8  hours  of  sleep  if 
they  are  lucky;  studies  show 
that  people  in  their  teens  and 
possibly  even  early  20’s  need 


9  to  10  hours.  There  is  a  high 
price  to  pay  for  sleep  depriva¬ 
tion;  “lack  of  sleep  can  interfere 
with  learning:  tired  students  may 
forget  what  they  are  taught  be¬ 
cause  memory  formation  takes 
place  partly  during  sleep.” 
School  systems  across  the  na¬ 
tion  are  just  beginning  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  increase  in  pro¬ 
ductivity  that  comes  from  start¬ 
ing  school  at  a  later  time.  In 
Minnesota  various  schools 
have  changed  their  start 
times  from  7:25  to  8:30. 
However  the  National 
Sleep  Foundation  sug¬ 
gests  that  schools 
should  aim  for  a  start 
time  of  9am  or  later. 

In  order  to  cope 
with  the  widespread  na¬ 
ture  of  sleep  deprivation 
many  students  resort  to 
various  unhealthy  meth¬ 
ods  of  staying  awake.  Caf¬ 
feine  pills  like  No-Doze 
have  become  a  popular  quick  fix 
for  drooping  eyelids.  Besides 
the  old  standby  of  that  hot  cup 
of  Dunkin  Donuts  (which  now 
have  turned  into  attractive  tote 
mugs  for  the  fashion  savvy 
teen),  there  has  been  a  huge  in¬ 
crease  in  the  consumption  of 
drinks  infused  with  high 
amounts  of  caffeine  like  Red 
Bull.  According  to  TeensHealth 
on  the  Web,  “Most  people  who 
Continued  on  pg.  2 


Funding  the  College  Years 


By  Darius  Banani,  II 

Contributing  Writer 

The  big  question  for  the 
soon  to  be  graduates  of  BLS  is 
how  they  are  ever  going  to  pay 
for  that  whirlwind  experience 
known  as  college.  Seriously, 
how  are  they,  the  impoverished 
students  of  the  oldest  public 
school  in  the  nation  going  to 
find  some  method  of  coming  up 
with  the  green  for  tuition  for 
“higher  education?”  In  order  to 
delve  even  more  deeply  into 
this  question,  experts  in  the 
field  of  college  admissions  were 
consulted. 

There  are  two  types  of  aid 
that  colleges  offer  to  enrolled 
students:  merit-based  aid  and 
the  more  commonplace  need- 
based  aid.  Ms.  Sylvester,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  college  resource 
center,  says  that  “merit-based 
aid  usually  comes  in  the  form 
of  scholarships...  With  scholar¬ 
ships,  you  don’t  have  to  pay 
them  back  unlike  student  loans 
and  work  study.”  These  schol¬ 
arships  are  awarded  to  those 
students  who  have  distin¬ 
guished  themselves  through 
their  proficiency  in  various  aca¬ 
demic  pursuits  and  or  demon¬ 
strated  unique  talents.  This  in¬ 
cludes  leadership,  athletic,  ar¬ 
tistic,  and  music  awards. 

Recently,  all  Ivy  League 
universities  have  decided  to  no 


longer  award  merit-based  aid. 
An  admissions  officer  from 
Dartmouth  clarified  why  not 
only  Dartmouth  but  also  all 
other  Ivy  Leagues  have  de¬ 
sisted  in  their  distribution  of 
merit-based  aid.  “The  field  of 
prospective  students  is  just  so 
strong  now  that  it  would  be 
quite  unfair  to  put  one  student 
over  another.  All  students  are 
treated  equally  and  their  total 
need  is  always  met.” 

Need-based  aid  is  offered 
to  pupils  who  are  not  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  pay  their  college  tuition 
in  its  entirety.  According  to  Ms. 
Sylvester,  “need-based  aid  is 
basically  founded  upon  a 
student’s  expressed  need. 
What  generally  happens  is  that 
students  fill  out  a  FAFSA  form.” 
This  Free  Application  for  Fed¬ 
eral  Student  Aid  determines  eli¬ 
gibility  for  need-based  aid  by  an 
evaluation  of  a  family’s  financial 
circumstances  and  computes 
the  EFC,  or  estimated  family 
contribution.  The  difference 
between  the  college’s  tuition 
and  the  family’s  EFC  is  the 
amount  that  colleges  usually 
fund  through  need-based  aid. 
Although  it  is  up  to  the  discre¬ 
tion  of  each  respective  univer¬ 
sity,  there  are  certain  universal 
aspects  taken  into  consider¬ 
ation  when  determining  a 
family’s  EFC.  Those  include 
the  number  of  children  already 


attending  university  and  a 
family’s  income. 

Mr.  Montague,  guidance 
counselor  extraordinaire,  was 
able  to  elucidate  some  addi¬ 
tional  mysteries  of  the  college 
application  process  and  the 
oftentimes  frantic  search  for 
monetary  aid.  In  response  to 
financing  a  pupil’s  education, 
Mr.  Montague  affirmed  that 
most  high  school  students  ap¬ 
ply  to  one  of  hundreds  of  state 
colleges,  such  as  UMASS 
Amherst  and  others.  Billed  as 
“financial  safety  schools,”  these 
institutions  may  provide  a  qual¬ 
ity  education  at  a  fraction  of  the 
cost  of  a  pricey  Ivy  League. 
However  when  the  matter  of  fi¬ 
nancial  aid  surfaces,  these 
more  reasonably  priced  institu¬ 
tions  cannot  compete  with  a 
better  endowed  Ivy  League 
school.  More  often  than  not, 
the  aid  that  you  will  receive 
from  such  a  university  must  be 
repaid  to  the  college  at  some 
point  in  the  future.  Understand¬ 
ably,  financial  safety  schools 
are  typically  smaller  in  size,  and 
more  notably  in  endowment, 
thus  not  always  be  able  to  meet 
a  student’s  need. 

Within  the  past  month 
and  a  half,  both  Yale  and 
Stanford,  two  of  the  better  en¬ 
dowed  universities  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  have  done  away  with  their 
Continued  on  pg.  2 
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Hot  s 
Note 


I  was  impressed  by  the 
Thanksgiving  Day  Rallies.  The 
gym  was  wonderfully  decorated 
by  the  cheerleaders.  The  crowd 
was  involved  and  excited.  Many 
different  groups  and  individuals 
worked  together  to  make  it  pos¬ 
sible  for  us  to  have  our  rally, 


where  we  supported  each  other 
and  raised  school  spirit.  At 
Latin,  like  the  outside  world,  we 
sometimes  act  on  precon¬ 
ceived  no¬ 
tions  about 
one  another 
based  on 
whether 
someone  is 
a  teacher,  a 
parent,  a 
member  of 
the  adminis¬ 
tration,  or  a  fellow  student.  Ral¬ 
lying  for  our  school  dispels 
these  notions  and  unites  us  for 
the  common  good.  Speaking  of 


the  rallies  brings  to  mind  an¬ 
other  event  of  that  long  week¬ 
end,  the  game  itself.  I  realized 
how  lucky  we  are  to  have  kept 

our  tra- 
d  i  t  i  o  n 
alive.  In 
con¬ 
trast, 
English 
High 
seems 
to  have 
lost  its 
tradition.  The  English  side  of 
Harvard  Stadium  was  barren  of 
fans  and  their  cheerleading 
squad,  like  the  team,  was  few 


Sleep 

...  continued  from  p.1 

are  sensitive  to  caffeine 
experience  a  temporary  in¬ 
crease  in  energy  and  elevation 
in  mood.”  However  it  has  been 
proven  that  caffeine  is  an  ad¬ 
dictive  drug  and  withdrawal 
symptoms  include  anxiety  or 
fatigue.  Thus  a  clear  solution  to 
rising  caffeine  addiction  in 
teens  is  to  institute  schedules 
conducive  to  teen  sleep  pat¬ 
terns. 

Stress  is  closely  linked  to 
the  effects  of  sleep  deprivation. 
According  to  Dr.  Mary 
Carskadon,  a  sleep  researcher 
at  Brown  University,  “sleep  dep¬ 
rivation  can  bring  on  feelings  of 
stress,  anger,  and 
sadness... studies  have  repeat¬ 
edly  linked  sleep  deprivation  to 
depressed  mood,  a  temporary 


case  of  the  blues  not  the  same 
as  clinical  depression.”  Al¬ 
though  a  change  in  the  time 
school  begins  is  not  in  the  fore¬ 


seeable  future,  there  are  new 
programs  here  at  Latin  that  aid 
in  dealing  with  all  forms  of 
stress.  Thanks  to  a  close  part¬ 
nership  between  Children’s 
Hospital  and  BLS,  the  new  Se¬ 
nior  Support  Group  was  cre¬ 
ated  to  provide  seniors  with  a 


place  to  learn  ways  to  manage 
stress  through  fun  and  relax¬ 
ation.  According  Dr.  Nadja 
Reilly  and  Ariel  Botta,  the 


group’s  coordinators  from 
Childrens,  “the  group  maintains 
an  overall  wellness  initiative  to 
promote  good  mental  health.” 
This  group  is  slowly  but  effec¬ 
tively  relieving  some  of  the  se¬ 
nior  stress  that  comes  from  the 
immensely  competitive  envi- 


Candy - $3.50 

Worry  Rocks - $5.00 

Stess  Release  Balls - $7.00 

Stress  Group - Priceless 


in  number.  On  our  side,  the 
Wolfpack  was  strong  in  num¬ 
ber,  in  spirit  and  in  scoring.  The 
band,  and  the  cheerleaders, 
were  the  best.  Did  you  notice 
the  many  alumni,  of  all  ages, 
who  turned  out  for  the  game? 
School  spirit  doesn't  end  at 
graduation. 

There  are  plenty  of 
School  events  throughout  the 
rest  of  the  year.  Let  us  display 
our  School  spirit  by  supporting 
our  teams  and  fellow  students 
at  these  events.  See  you  there. 

Johnny 


ronment  at  BLS.  As  one  par¬ 
ticipating  senior  puts  it  “the 
group  is  a  great  place  for  me 
to  relax  and  get  away  from 
some  of  the  stress  of  being  a 
senior.”  The  group  clearly 
serves  as  one  of  the  best  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  strengthened 
support  network  for  BLS  stu¬ 
dents. 

Sleep  is  one  of  those 
things  that  will  always  be  in 
short  supply.  The  key  for  us 
teens  is  to  effectively  manage 
the  time  that  we  are  awake  so 
that  we  can  increase  the  hours 
that  are  available  for  much 
needed  rest.  Also  groups  like 
the  Senior  Support  Group  aid 
in  relieving  the  stress  that  is 
compounded  by  the  effects  of 
sleepless  nights. 


Colleges 

...  continued  from  p.1 

early  decision  programs 
(this  is  a  binding  agreement  and 
in  the  case  of  your  acceptance, 
you  are  required  to  enroll). 
Fearing  the  pressure  was  too 
great  for  early  applicants,  Yale 
President  Richard  Levin  pro¬ 
claimed,  “’’Early  decision  pro¬ 
grams  help  colleges  more  than 
applicants.  It  is  our  hope  to  take 
pressure  off  students  in  the 
early  cycle  and  restore  a  mea¬ 
sure  of  reasoned  choice  to  col¬ 
lege  admissions.  Our  new  early 
action  program  will  allow  stu¬ 
dents  who  are  very  confident  of 
their  preference  to  receive  early 
word  from  Yale,  while  still  allow¬ 
ing  ample  time  for  further  inves¬ 
tigation  and  the  thoughtful 
weighing  of  options.” 

Previously,  both  Yale  and 
Stanford  had  employed  a  sys¬ 
tem  of  early  decision.  The  pro¬ 
spective  student  applies  to  the 
university,  submitting  his  appli¬ 


cation  two  full  months  before 
the  normal  due  date.  Although 
the  chance  for  the  student  to  be 
accepted  during  the  early  deci¬ 
sion  process  is  markedly 
greater  than  if  the  application 
were  submitted  in  January,  it  is 
a  binding  contract. 

The  November  18th  edi¬ 
tion  of  Newsweek,  featured  an 
article  written  by  Ben  Adler,  a 
junior  currently  attending 
Wesleyan  University  in 
Middletown,  Connecticut.  Adler 
had  applied  under  early  deci¬ 
sion  to  the  University  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Put  in  his  own  words 
Adler  was  “motivated  by  two 
powerful  emotions:  ambition 
and  fear.  The  ambition  was  to 
fulfill  my  lifelong  expectation  of 
attending  an  Ivy  League  school; 
the  fear  was  that  without  the  ad¬ 
vantage  offered  by  Early  Deci¬ 
sion,  I  wouldn't  make  the  cut.” 
The  strain  and  anxiety  that  early 
decision  applicants  undergo  is 
evident.  In  the  long  run,  Adler 
was  accepted  to  Penn,  but,  “it 
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wasn’t  long  before  I  knew  Penn 

was  not  right  for  me  and  I 

looked  into  transferring.  For 
me,  it  was  about  more  than  just 
changing  schools.  I  wanted  to 
have  the  traditional  application 
experience  I’d  missed  out  on 
during  my  first  go-round.”  He 
was  later  accepted  at  Wesleyan 
and  continues  to  attend  there. 

The  early  decision  pro¬ 
cess  also  features  financial  dis¬ 
advantages.  Let’s  use  a  simple 
example  to  demonstrate  this. 
Ernest  is  applying  to  three 
schools:  Harvard,  Yale,  and 
Boston  College.  He  is  apply¬ 
ing  to  Harvard  under  the  early 
decision  program  and  to  the 
other  schools  under  regular  de¬ 
cision.  He  is  accepted  to 
Harvard  and  as  a  result  must 
withdraw  his  applications  to 
both  Yale  and  Boston  College. 
Harvard  offers  him  a  tantalizing 
financial  aid  package  requiring 
him  to  pay  a  mere  $5,000  per 
annum.  However,  through  in¬ 
side  sources,  Ernest  learned 


that  if  he  had  not  been  ac¬ 
cepted  to  Harvard  and  did  in 

fact  gain  admission  to  Boston 
College,  he  would  have  re¬ 
ceived  a  full  scholarship. 
Thus,  under  early  decision, 
you  never  know  if  other 
schools  would  offer  you  better 
financial  aid  packages  than  the 
college  which  you  are  required 
to  attend. 

Thus  our  much-loved  se¬ 
niors  have  many  exciting  es¬ 
capades  to  look  forward  to  in 
their  years  of  “higher  educa¬ 
tion.”  However,  the  topic  of 
paying  for  tuition  is  an  ever¬ 
present  problem  that  faces 
prospective  college  students. 
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GOP  Stampedes  Capitol  Hill 

Will  Gridlock  Ensue? 


By  Stephen  Dewey,  I 

Staff  Writer 

Republicans  made  big 
gains  in  national  and  state  elec¬ 
tions  on  November  5th,  regain¬ 
ing  control  of  the  Senate  with 
at  least  51  seats  and  increas¬ 
ing  their  margin  of  control  in  the 
House  to  a  total  of  228  seats. 
The  race  leaves  the  GOP  with 
the  reins  of  the  legislative  and 
executive  branches  of  the  gov¬ 
ernment,  and  gives  them  sig¬ 
nificant  control  over  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  federal  judges. 
The  race  illustrates  the  solidifi¬ 
cation  of  the  South  as  a  GOP 
stronghold  and  the  emergence 
of  Hispanic  bipartisanship.  This 
success  also  handed  the  GOP 
a  moral  victory,  as  the  party 
bucked  historical  trends  for  mid¬ 
term  elections,  winning  House 
seats  during  the  tenure  of  a  Re¬ 
publican  president  for  the  first 
time. 

The  actual  significance  of 
the  election  results  is  about 
more  than  just  the  numbers. 
The  GOP  kept  its  big  names  in 
office,  with  Governor  Jeb  Bush 
handily  winning  re-election  in 
Florida  and  Elizabeth  Dole  win¬ 
ning  election  to  the  Senate  in 
North  Carolina.  Meanwhile,  in 
Maryland,  Republican  Repre¬ 
sentative  Robert  L.  Erlich,  Jr. 
defeated  Democrat  Kathleen 
Kennedy  Townsend,  keeping 
one  of  the  last  aspiring 
Kennedy  politicians  out  of  of¬ 
fice.  In  Missouri,  Republican 


Jim  Talent  defeated  incumbent 
Democrat  Jean  Carnahan,  who 
beat  John  Ashcroft,  the  current 
attorney  general,  in  the  1996 
senatorial  race.  In  a  big  loss  for 
Senate  liberals,  Republican 
Norm  Coleman  won  back  the 
Minnesota  senate  seat  of  the 
late  Paul  Wellstone.  Demo¬ 
crats’  major  victories  include 
Gray  Davis’s  re-election  as  gov¬ 
ernor  of  California  and  Frank  R. 
Lautenberg’s  victory  over 
Douglass  Forrester  in  the  New 
Jersey  senatorial  race. 

In  Massachusetts,  busi¬ 
nessman  Mitt  Romney  beat 
Treasurer  Shannon  O’Brien  by 
a  surprisingly  wide  margin,  es¬ 
pecially  given  the  appearance 
before  election  day  that  the 
race  was  either  tight  or  leaning 
towards  O’Brien.  Romney  be¬ 
comes  the  fourth  Republican  in 
a  row  to  hold  the  position  in  a 
state  that  now  has  a  majority  of 
independent  voters. 

One  important  develop¬ 
ment  evident  in  the  election  re¬ 
sults  is  the  greater  shift  in  the 
South  towards  the  GOP.  Re¬ 
publicans  won  the  senatorial 
and  gubernatorial  races  in 
Georgia,  giving  the  state  its  first 
Republican  governor  since  Re¬ 
construction.  The  Georgia  GOP 
says  voters  were  upset  at  Gov¬ 
ernor  Barnes  for  heavy-handed 
redistricting  efforts;  he  also  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  hurt  by  his 
effort  to  virtually  remove  the 
Confederate  flag  from  the  state 
house.  The  GOP  also  won  the 


governor’s  seat  in  South  Caro¬ 
lina  and  Alabama,  and  won  ev¬ 
ery  statewide  office  in  Texas  as 
well  as  control  of  both  houses 
of  the  State  Legislature. 

Part  of  the  reason  for  the 
South’s  heavy  Republican  tilt 
was  the  GOP’s 
ability  to  clearly 
draw  an  ideological 
line  between  Republi¬ 
cans  and  Democrats  in 
those  races,  pitting  conser¬ 
vatives  against  liberals  and 
blacks.  Republicans  also 
openly  courted  Hispanic  votes, 
particularly  in  the  southwestern 
United  States  where  they  are 
viewed  as  a  key  constituency, 
and  was  quick  to  credit 
Hispanic  support 
for  Republican 
success  after 
the  election. 

The  vir¬ 
tual  GOP 
sweep  left 
Democrats 
searching  for  a  new  message 
and  a  better  figurehead,  possi¬ 
bly  in  the  person  of  a  presiden¬ 
tial  candidate.  Democrat  Rich¬ 
ard  Gephardt  stepped  down 
from  his  position  as  House  Mi¬ 
nority  Leader,  leaving  him  free 
for  a  possible  Presidential  bid 
in  2004;  however,  the  election 
results  have  damaged  his  and 
Senate  Majority  Leader  Tom 
Daschle’s  chances  at  winning 
the  primary.  As  polling  reveals 
that  two  thirds  of  Democrats  do 
not  want  to  see  Al  Gore  run 


again,  Senator  John  Kerry  has 
stated  that  he  will  most  likely 
announce  his  plans  for  the 
2004  election  by  January. 
Nancy  Pelosi,  the  Democrats’ 
new  leader  in 


the 
House, 
is  a  new 
face  for 
the  party 
and,  as  a 
'  California  lib¬ 
eral,  is  evidence  of 
the  party’s  desire  to  show  a 
clear  clash  between  its  policies 
and  the  GOP’s. 

Despite  their  electoral 
losses,  Democrats  are  not  pow¬ 
erless  to  stop  the  GOP  agenda. 
In  the  Senate,  it  takes  60  votes 
to  strike  down  a  filibuster, 
meaning  the  GOP  must  con¬ 
tinue  to  work  with  Democrats. 
The  extent  to  which  the  Demo¬ 
crats  can  use  the  tactic  will 
largely  depend  on  public  opin¬ 
ion;  they  need  to  oppose  un¬ 


popular  legislation  to  build  sup¬ 
port  without  being  perceived  as 
obstructionists. 

Republicans  are  reluctant 
to  state  their  agenda  for  the 
108m  Congress  explicitly,  lest 
they  fail  to  live  up  to  expecta¬ 
tions.  Items  that  are  defi¬ 
nitely  on  the  table  are  the 
creation  of  a  new  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Homeland  Security 
without  civil  service  protec¬ 
tions,  making  Bush’s  tax  cuts 
permanent,  the  development 
of  a  national  energy  policy 
that  includes  drilling  in 
Alaska,  a  ban  on 
“partial-birth  abor¬ 
tion,”  and  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  a  prescrip¬ 
tion-drug  benefit 
program.  Others  include  addi¬ 
tional  welfare  legislation,  an  ex¬ 
pansion  of  the  faith-based 
charities  initiative,  and  confir¬ 
mation  of  federal  judges.  Con¬ 
trary  to  popular  belief,  it  will  be 
difficult  for  the  GOP  to  confirm 
a  conservative,  pro-life  judge  to 
the  Supreme  Court;  of  all  the 
possible  GOP  initiatives,  it  is 
probably  the  most  likely  to  be 
filibustered.  As  a  general  rule, 
the  1 08lh  congress  will  be  char¬ 
acterized  by  a  rightward  trend 
in  legislation  limited  by  a  signifi¬ 
cant  number  of  bipartisan 
checks.  The  ability  of  the  GOP 
to  move  its  agenda  forward  will 
be  determined  by  both  their  ef¬ 
fectiveness  at  maintaining 
party-line  votes  and  their  abil¬ 
ity  to  work  with  the  Democrats. 


Mr.  Haberstr...who? 


By  Emily  Yuan,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


When  the  name  Mr. 
Haberstroh  comes  up,  most  of 
us  associate  it  with  the  title  “as¬ 
sistant  headmaster.”  Yet,  what 
does  it  mean  to  assist  the  head¬ 
master?  According  to  a  poll  of 
one  hundred  BLS  students, 
when  asked  the  question  “What 
does  Mr.  Haberstroh  do?”  they 
responded  with  the  following: 

Of  those  whose  answers 
were  categorized  as  ‘other,’ 
some  responded  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  answers:  “looks  suave,” 
“runs  the  school,”  “stares  at 
people,”  and  “is  tall.”  After  re¬ 
ceiving  such  a  wide  variety  of 
answers  Mr.  Haberstroh  got  the 
chance  to  address  the  actual 
responsibilities  of  his  position. 


Q:  Good  Afternoon.  I  was 
wondering  if  I  could  interview 
you  for  the  Argo. 

A:  Oh,  of  course. 

Q:  Once  schedules  are 
planned,  what  keeps  you  busy 
the  whole  yeah? 

A:  I  do  a  variety  of  things. 
I’m  constantly  checking  atten¬ 
dance,  grades,  and  the  honor 
roll.  I’m  always  considering  the 
academics  of  the  students  and 
personnel  issues  with  the  help 
of  the  Student  Site  Council  and 
Ms.  Kelley.  Also,  I’m  the  third 
floor  hall  monitor. 

Q:  When  you  were  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  BLS,  what  kind  of  stu¬ 
dent  were  you? 

A:  It’s  hard  to  say.  I  think  I 
went  through  two  stages.  In  my 
first  years  here,  academics 
were  the  most  important  to  me 
and  I  did  very  well.  When  I  be¬ 
came  a  freshman,  I  allowed 
other  things  to  be  more  impor¬ 
tant,  like  sports,  girls,  and  jobs. 
Basically,  I  was  trying  to  keep 
my  head  out  of  the  water.  When 
I  started  college,  I  became 
more  focused  on  academics 
and  did  very  well. 

Q:  Did  you  envision  your¬ 
self  returning  as  an  administra¬ 
tor? 

A:  Absolutely  not,  not 


even  as  a  teacher.  I  had  what 
many  students  have:  a  love- 
hate  relationship  with  the 
school. 

Q:  What  was  the  Latin 
school  like  when  you  were  a 
student? 

A:  Like  now,  it  was  very 
strong  academically.  I  had 
some  excellent  teachers.  Some 
were  very  demanding.  There 
was  a  lot  of  testing  through  pop 
quizzes  and  memorization.  Stu¬ 
dents  were  called  by  their  last 
names  and  we  had  to  wear 
suits  and  ties.  Teachers  acted 
like  they  did  not  care  about  the 
students.  Some  really  didn’t. 

Q:  Upon  returning  to  BLS 
as  an  administrator  what 
were  some  goals  you 
had  either  to  improve  the 
condition  or  to  better  the 
learning  atmosphere  for 
the  students? 

A:  Initially  I  just 
wanted  a  job,  but  I  was 
very  happy  because  I 
knew  I  would  not  have 
to  worry  about  the  disci¬ 
pline  of  the  students  so 
I  could  focus  on  being  a 
good  teacher.  There 
were  a  number  of  young 
teachers  who  really 
cared  about  the  stu¬ 
dents.  We  felt  that  we 


could  help  the  students.  I  con¬ 
sider  this  school  to  be  a  very 
nice  place  to  teach. 

Q:  Do  you  feel  as  if  you 
have  accomplished  these 
goals? 

A:  I  don’t  think  I’ve  accom¬ 
plished  anything.  I’m  a  part  of 
a  very  large  school  and  I  hope 
to  have  made  a  difference  in 
some  lives.  I’m  just  trying  to  do 
my  best. 

Q:  If  there  was  one  thing 
about  the  school  that  you  could 
change  now,  what  would  it  be? 

A:  There  are  many  things! 

I  think  the  school  is  too  large.  If 
it  was  a  smaller  size,  I  think  we 
could  get  to  know  the  students 


better  and  we  wouldn’t  have  to 
be  as  strict. 

Q:  What  do  you  like  best 
about  your  job? 

A:  There  is  a  lot  that  I  like. 

I  think  what  I  like  best  is  the 
working  day  by  day  with  teen¬ 
agers.  I  plan  to  have  a  life  be¬ 
yond  Latin.  I  know  that  when  I 
retire  I  won’t  miss  the  academ¬ 
ics,  the  school  or  the  parent 
meetings,  but  I  will  miss  the 
everyday  interaction  with  teen¬ 
agers. 

Q:  Thank  you  Mr. 
Haberstroh.  I’ll  let  you  get  back 
to  your  work  now. 

A:  That’s  all?  That  was 

easy! 


What  Does  Mr.  Haberstroh  Doi 
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Editorial  - 

Bilingual  Education  vs. 

English  Immersion: 

Extremes  Are  Not  the  Answer 


The  Bilingual  Education 
System  of  Massachusetts  is 
flawed.  Numerous  children  fall 
through  the  cracks  of  this  faulty 
system.  However,  the  strict 
English  Immersion  System  that 
was  proposed  on  the  Novem¬ 
ber  5th,  2002  ballot  by  Ron 
Unz,  a  multimillionaire  who  has 
sponsored  legislation  of  a  bill 
that  would  replace  Bilingual 
Education  programs  with  En¬ 
glish  Immersion  programs  in 
California  and  Arizona,  is  also 
not  the  answer.  Strict  English 
Immersion  leaves  too  great  an 
opportunity  for  students  to  fall 
through  the  cracks. 

Massachusetts  needs  to 
find  the  system  that  will  have 
the  fewest  victims. 
Massachusetts’s  voters  were 
left  on  November  5th  to  choose 
between  two  extremes,  one 
that  was  faulty  and  had  a  his¬ 
tory  of  failure  and  another  that 
took  away  a  solid  foundation 


The  prestigious  Boston 
Latin  School  is  filled  with  many 
things  -  tradition,  excellence, 
and  vandalism.  That’s  right,  we 
have  all  had  the  experience  of 
going  to  the  bathroom  to  see 
assorted  names  on  the  stall 
doors,  or  gum  stuck  under  the 
desks.  We  can  all  agree  that 
this  is  quite  disrespectful,  not  to 
mention  disgusting  especially 
in  the  case  of  the  gum.  In  a 
building  that  is  respected  so 
greatly  among  those  who  do 
not  enter  it,  we  as  a  student 
body  seem  not  to  care  at  all. 

Think  of  a  young  sixth 
grade  student  who  has  been 
accepted  to  the  great  Latin 
School.  As  many  if  not  all 
students  do,  he  comes  for  a 
daily  tour  of  the  building.  What 
is  he  to  think?  First  period,  he 
sits  down  in  a  chair,  and  when 


The  aftermath  of  the 
Washington  D.C.  sniper  attacks 
has  been  filled  with  much 
discussion  centered  on  the 
issue  of  capital  punishment. 
The  fear  and  sense  of 
vulnerability  present  throughout 
the  killing  spree  has  sparked  a 
sense  of  urgency  to  bring  John 
Lee  Malvo  and  John  Allen 
Muhammad  to  justice. 

Most  of  the  public, 
especially  Virginia  and 
Maryland  residents,  agree  that 
John  Allen  Muhammad  should 
receive  the  death  penalty  if  or 
when  he  is  ultimately  convicted. 
There  is,  however,  some 
controversy  over  what  to  do 
about  Malvo,  Muhammad’s 
seventeen-year-old 
accomplice.  For  Malvo,  there 
is  some  question  as  to  whether 


from  students.  Overwhelm¬ 
ingly,  voters  chose  the  English 
Immersion  System. 

English  needs  to  be 
stressed  in  Massachusetts’ 
public  schools.  The  ability  to 
speak  English  is  crucial  to  full 
participation  in  mainstream 
American  society.  However, 
the  Unz  Initiative  is  not  the  an¬ 
swer  because  it  is  prepared  to 
short  change  students  of  learn¬ 
ing  English  in  their  native 
tongue.  Students  will  be  thrown 
into  a  regular  education  English 
speaking  classroom  regardless 
of  their  knowledge  of  the  lan¬ 
guage.  Some  students  will  be 
fine,  they  will  excel  in  this  sink 
or  swim  type  atmosphere. 
They  will  be  poster  students  for 
Unz  in  his  crusade  to  rid  the 
nation  of  Bilingual  Education 
Classes.  There  will  be  others, 
however,  who  will  sit  in  the  back 
of  the  classroom  struggling  to 
understand.  One  year  of  En¬ 


glish  will  not  fully  prepare  a  stu¬ 
dent  to  enter  a  Math,  Science 
or  History  class.  The  student 
will  lack  knowledge  and  under¬ 
standing  of  basic  terms  such  as 
cell,  organism,  ratio  or  expo¬ 
nent  found  only  in  that  subject. 
These  are  words  that  students 
who  have  grown  up  speaking 
English  don’t  flinch  at,  but  to 
students  who  have  only  had 
one  year  of  English,  in  which 
the  focus  is  presumably,  gram¬ 
mar,  basic  vocabulary,  pronun¬ 
ciation,  and  writing,  these 
words  are  foreign.  Understand¬ 
ing  Precalculus  is  difficult 
enough  without  having  to  try  to 
understand  elementary  terms. 
Students  who  are  given  more 
than  one  year  of  Bilingual  Edu¬ 
cation  are  more  so  equipped 
with  the  tools  to  understand  and 
then  to  succeed. 

What  exactly  is  the  solu¬ 
tion?  It  is  seemingly  impossible 
to  find  a  solution  that  is  flaw¬ 


less;  each  argument  has  its 
share  of  success  and  failure 
stories.  A  solution  must  be 
found  somewhere  in  the  middle 
that  will  best  help  the  children 
of  Massachusetts  succeed. 
Going  from  one  extreme  to  an¬ 
other  without  testing  the  aca¬ 
demic  waters  in  between  is  not 
ideal  or  practical.  A  middle 
ground  needs  to  be  found.  Bi¬ 
lingual  education  must  be  re¬ 
formed,  but  not  with  haste  and 
radical  solutions.  English 
needs  to  be  stressed  in  the 
classroom,  but  not  without  first 
giving  each  student  a  sound 
foundation  so  he  or  she  has  the 
ability  to  succeed  in  a  regular 
education  setting.  This  founda¬ 
tion  varies  from  student  to  stu¬ 
dent,  but  the  Unz  proposal 
leaves  little  room  for  adaptation 
of  the  necessary  cirriculum  for 
students’  individual  needs.  It  is 
almost  impossible  to  approach 
teaching  a  six-year-old  English 


in  the  same  way  one  would 
teach  a  sixteen-year-old,  who 
has  grown  up  speaking  another 
language.  It  is  also  impossible 
to  try  to  ask  schools  systems 
with  large  immigrant  popula¬ 
tions,  such  as  Lowell  and 
Lawrence,  to  service  its  stu¬ 
dents  in  the  same  way  suburbs 
with  a  small  immigrant  popula¬ 
tion,  like  Lincoln  or  Weston, 
services  its  students. 

A  solution  can  be  reached 
that  best  services 
Massachusetts’s  children,  but  it 
will  not  be  found  at  either  ex¬ 
treme.  A  solution  must  be 
forged  somewhere  in  the 
middle  of  the  full  Bilingual  Edu¬ 
cation  System  and  the  strict 
English  Immersion  System, 
where  there  is  the  smallest  op¬ 
portunity  for  students  to  be  left 
behind. 


The  Writing  on  the  Wall 


he  arises  to  leave  he  looks 
down  and  sees  that  he  has 
some  sort  of  mass  stretching 
between  himself  and  the  chair. 
Therefore,  for  the  rest  of  the 
day  he  must  walk  around  with 
some  nice  Big  Red  gum  on  his 
bottom.  Next,  around  third 
period  he,  being  a  human, 
heeds  the  call  of  nature  and 
ventures  to  the  bathroom. 
Again,  this  boy  is  shocked  by 
the  state  of  the  facilities.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  Boston 
Latin  School  was  the  first  public 
school  in  America.  So,  why  is 
such  a  piece  of  Americana,  a 
historical  landmark  almost, 
disrespected  intentionally? 
What  is  this  young  man  to 
think?  Who  would  want  to  go 
to  a  school  in  such  an 
atmosphere? 

Another  group  that  would 


be  shocked  is  the  alumni  that 
give  so  much  financially  to  this 
school.  It  is  not  certain,  but  it  is 
unlikely  in  “the  old  days”  that 


this  kind  of  disrespect  was  so 
rampant.  Why  is  that?  Why  do 
we  see  so  much  graffiti 
throughout  the  bathrooms,  as 


well  as  various  walls  and 
staircases?  It  cannot  be  sure, 
but  it  is  certainly  related  to 
respect,  which  some  students 
seem  to  lack  these  days.  Not 
to  mention,  some  students 
seem  to  try  to  see  how  far  they 
can  push  the  administration 
and  its  rules.  However  one 
thing  is  certain:  if  a  person  is 
caught  vandalizing  school 
property,  they  (or  their  parents) 
will  have  to  pay  for  the  cleaning 
or  replacement  of  the  item  they 
ruined.  Furthermore,  there  will 
also  be  disciplinary  action,  such 
as  suspension  or  expulsion, 
which  will  be  noted  on  a 
student’s  permanent  record. 
This  may  not  seem  to  matter  to 
some  students,  but  as  any 
senior  can  tell  you,  colleges  are 
becoming  more  competitive 
and  disciplinary  problems  will 


undoubtedly  be  held  against 
someone. 

Though  spme  students 

may  not  care  about  graffiti  or 
vandalism  or  anything  else,  we 
most  definitely  should.  Should 
we  not  be  proud  of  our  school 
building?  That’s  right,  our 
school,  we  are  the  students  of 
the  Boston  Latin  School  and  we 
all  have  a  responsibility  to  keep 
our  school  looking  good.  This 
means  that  instead  of  sticking 
gum  under  the  desk,  put  it  in  a 
trash  barrel.  If  you  see  anyone 
writing  on  the  walls,  say 
something;  or  for  the  not-so- 
brave  at  heart,  tell  a  teacher  or 
administrator.  We  should  all 
start  to  care  about  this  building. 
Wouldn’t  it  be  nice  to  have 
clean  rooms,  nice  stairs,  and 
gum-free  desks?  Is  this  so 
much  to  ask? 


What  To  Do  About  Malvo 


executing  a  minor  is  in  fact 
moral,  and  if  it  should  be  legal. 

The  controversy  over 
where  to  try  Malvo  has  resulted 
in  a  fight  among  Maryland, 
Virginia,  and  the  federal 
government.  Maryland  argues 
that  it  should  be  able  to  try  the 
alleged  snipers  because  most 
of  the  shootings  happened 
within  its  boundaries.  Attorney 
General  John  Ashcroft,  who 
supports  the  death  penalty, 
does  not  want  to  allow 
Maryland  to  prosecute  the 
case,  because 

he  would  prefer  that  Virginia 
courts  prosecute  Malvo  and 
Muhammad.  Maryland 
prohibits  the  execution  of 
minors,  and  although  the  death 
penalty  is  legal,  it  is  rarely  ever 
used.  Virginia  allows  the 


execution  of  minors,  and  is 
second  only  to  Texas  in  number 
of  executions  performed. 

Executing  a  minor  is 
not  only  immoral,  but  the 
attorney  general  and  many 
others  are  jumping  the  gun  on 
the  death  penalty.  There  are 
still  too  many  questions  to  be 
answered  before  it  can  be 
determined  whether  Malvo 
should  receive  the  death 
penalty.  Officials  do  not  know 
who  pulled  the  trigger  in  each 
of  the  murders,  they  do  not  fully 
understand  the  relationship 
between  Malvo  and 
Muhammad  nor  how  the 
murders  were  planned.  There 
is  evidence  that  Muhammad 
had  undue  influence  over 
Malvo  and  treated  him  like  a 
son.  If  Muhammad  had  such 


great  control  over  Malvo,  and 
was  the  mastermind  behind  the 
murders,  Malvo  should  not  be 
subject  to  the  same  punishment 
as  his  counterpart. 

There  are  many 
alternatives  to  capital 
punishment.  The  “Supermax” 
prison  in  Maryland  is  one 
possible  alternative.  In  this 
“Supermax,”  the  prisoners  are 
only  allowed  out  of  their 
individual  cells  for  about  one 
hour  each  day,  and  they  do  not 
enjoy  any  of  the  luxuries  that 


inmates  at  other  prisons  might 
have. 

John  Lee  Malvo  should 
not  be  given  the  death  penalty. 
He  does  not  have  the  right  to 
vote,  he  cannot  join  the  military 
and  is  just  beginning  to  be 
allowed  to  legally  attend  R- 
rated  movies.  If  a  seventeen- 
year-old  is  not  viewed  as  an 
adult  in  society,  there  is  no 
legal  or  moral  way  he  should  be 
sentenced  to  death.  In 
conclusion,  two  wrongs  do  not, 
and  will  never,  make  a  right. 


Letters  must  be  written  exclusively  to  the  Argo  and  must 
include  name,  class,  homeroom,  and  e-mail  address 
of  the  writer.  Letters  should  be  200  words  or  less;  all 
are  subject  to  condensation.  Letters  may  be  dropped 
off  in  the  Argo  box  in  the  main  office  or  deli  vered  to 
Robert  Fitzpatrick  (103)  or  Kathryn  McDonald  (120). 
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-  Op-ed 

Joe  Connor,  II  &  Lydia  Downing,  II 


At  7  a.m.  on  any  given 
school  day,  dozens  of  half- 
asleep  kids  stream  into  Boston 
Latin  School.  They  proceed  to 
the  room  where  they  will  spend 
the  next  25  minutes  of  their 
lives,  doing  homework  and 
struggling  to  stay  awake  for  fear 
of  reprimand.  The  crime 
deemed  worthy  of  such  a  hei¬ 
nous  punishment?  Tardiness  - 
sometimes  of  only  one  or  two 
minutes. 

I  myself  am  often  the 
criminal. There  are  some  morn¬ 
ings  when  getting  out  of  bed  is 
so  difficult  that  it  simply  can  not 
be  done  in  any  type  of  timely 
manner.  Staying  up  until  all 
hours  of  the  night  doing  work 
and  then  having  to  wake  up  to 
do  more  work  after  only  two  or 
three  hours  of  sleep  is  pretty 
rough,  and  often  five  more  min¬ 
utes  of  sleep  is  all  I  need  to  kick- 
start  my  day.  However,  those 
five  minutes,  or  a  red  light  at  the 
wrong  time,  or  any  number  of 
unseen  barriers  on  the  way  to 
school  can  mean  walking  in  at 
7:45:07,  and  that  translates  as 
tardy.  The  reason  for  the  tardi¬ 
ness  has  little  or  no  bearing  on 
the  punishment,  nor  does  the 
amount  of  tardiness.  Unfortu¬ 
nately  there  is  a  uniform  pun- 


Starting  Time  Tribulations 


ishment:  each  tardy  student 
must  report  to  school  the  follow¬ 
ing  day  at  7  a.m.,  forty-five  min¬ 
utes  before  the  school  day  be¬ 
gins.  The  student  who  walked 
in  seven  seconds  late  must 
serve  the  same  time  as  the  stu¬ 
dent  who  decided  to  go  eat 
breakfast  with  friends  instead  of 
going  to  first  and  second  period. 

There 

was 
morn 
when 

policy 
seemed  to 
me  even 
more  unfair 
than  usual. 

During 
breakfast, 
one  of  us  got 
a  phone  call, 
telling  us  that  a  good  family 
friend  had  died.  Understand¬ 
ably  this  caused  considerable 
upset  in  the  house,  and  it  took 
a  bit  longer  to  get  out  the  door. 
Because  of  this  unfortunate 
event,  I  was  about  five  minutes 
late  to  school.  I  explained  the 
circumstance  to  the  teachers  at 
the  front  door,  but  they  are  not 
allowed  to  excuse  tardiness, 
and  they  told  me  to  go  speak 
to  the  Dean  of  Discipline.  I  did, 


even  though  it  made  me  even 
more  tardy  to  my  first  period 
class,  but  I  thought  that  it  was 
well  worth  it;  I  shouldn’t  be  pun¬ 
ished  for  being  late  on  that  par¬ 
ticular  morning.  Unfortunately, 
the  dean  disagreed,  for  the 
death  had  been  of  a  family 
friend,  and  not  a  family  mem¬ 
ber.  Thus,  the  next  morning,  I 
arose  at  an  un¬ 
godly  hour  to 
be  in  time  for 
my  punish¬ 
ment,  along 
with  the  other 
offenders,  from 
the  scared 
sixies  to  the  se¬ 
niors  who  de¬ 
cided  to  miss  a 
first  period  test. 

There  is 

considerable  evidence  that  a 
majority  of  adolescents  do  not 
get  enough  sleep  to  function 
optimally  during  the  day.  Both 
social  and  biological  pressures 
appear  to  cause  a  shift  in 
student’s  sleep  patterns  during 
the  transition  to  adolescence, 
and  as  a  result,  adolescents 
stay  up  progressively  later  as 
they  advance  through  high 
school.  Since  high  schools  al¬ 
most  always  start  earlier  than 


NOOOOOOOOOoooo - 

Anything  but  tardy  detention! 


elementary  and  middle  schools, 
this  virtually  guarantees  that 
adolescents  will  suffer  from 
chronic  sleep  deprivation  dur¬ 
ing  the  school  years.  The  aver¬ 
age  amount  of  sleep  an  adoles¬ 
cent  is  prescribed  is  9  hours, 
which  is  essentially  impossible 
when  classes  begin  at  7:45. 
The  Boston  Latin  School  has 
begun  at  7:45  for  many  years, 
and  many  students  have  been 
witness  to  the  effects  of  this  det¬ 
rimental  starting  time,  I  being 
one  of  them.  I  have  gone  to  this 
school  for  the  past  four  years 
and  have  continually  suffered 
from  the  nights  of  sleepless¬ 
ness;  the  dark  circles  under  my 
eyes,  and  the  days  after  those 
sleepless  nights.  If  only  the 
starting  time  was  a  little  bit  later, 
just  a  little  more  time  to  sleep,  I 
might  be  able  to  work  as  hard 
as  hoped.  Granted  I  have 
never  failed  a  class  at  BLS,  but 
I  do  know  that  if  I  got  more  sleep 
I  would  feel  rested  throughout 
the  day,  which  would  result  in 
better  grades.  Not  only  grade- 
wise  would  increasing  the  start 
time  be  beneficial,  but  for  health 
reasons  also.  I  come  into 
school  every  morning  weary 
and  drained.  There  have  even 
been  days  when  I  have  not 


eaten  breakfast  in  fear  of  get¬ 
ting  to  school  late,  which  does 
not  benefit  my  working  habits 
in  any  way.  It  is  almost  certain 
that  my  day  will  be  bad,  all  be¬ 
cause  I  did  not  get  enough 
sleep. 

A  good  night’s  sleep 
boosts  memory  and  learning 
capacity,  promotes  growth  and 
repair,  and  prepares  the  body 
and  mind  for  the  next  day.  As 
Thomas  Dekker  once  said 
(from  the  agenda)  “Sleep  is  that 
golden  chain  that  ties  health 
and  our  bodies  together.” 
Some  people  need  sleep  so 
much  that  they  may  sleep 
slightly  later  on  school  days  to 
make  up  for  that  much  needed 
sleep.  Some  people  may  not 
sleep  later  and  consequently 
function  less  optimally.  In  both 
cases  the  school’s  policies  af¬ 
fect  their  sleep  patterns  ad¬ 
versely.  If  the  tardy  policy  did 
not  punish  the  sleep  deprived 
by  worsening  their  problems, 
and  if  the  school  started  later, 
which  would  improve  the  sleep 
patterns  and  therefore  the  per¬ 
formance  of  countless  stu¬ 
dents;  our  school  community 
would  be  a  happier,  more  en¬ 
ergized,  and  generally  more 
productive  environment. 


There  is  so  much  compe¬ 
tition  in  our  society  today,  es¬ 
pecially  in  the  field  of  Academia. 
For  a  few  years  now,  students 
like  ourselves  are  being  pres¬ 
sured  to  become  what  our 
schools  call  being  “the  best”. 
What  does  “the  best”  mean 
these  days?  Years  ago,  just 
graduating  from  high  school 
and  getting  your  high  school 
diploma  was  an  honor.  If  you 
graduated  from  college  and  had 
a  steady  paycheck,  well  that 
was  even  better.  Now  a  days, 
that’s  nothing,  that’s  the  mini¬ 
mum  of  what  we  should  be  ca¬ 
pable  of  based  on  our  school’s 
high  standards.  Some  of  our 
schools,  teachers,  and  parents 


Kayla  Shaughnessy,  V 

Dangerous  Trend  Towards  Multiple  Majors 


expect  us  to  graduate  from 
Boston  Latin,  go  to  some  Ivy 
League  college  whose  tuition 
cost  is  greater  than  the  price  of 
a  house,  have  a  great  occupa¬ 
tion  like  a  lawyer  or  doctor,  and 
receive  a  handsome  paycheck 
of  maybe  six  or  seven  figures  a 
year.  This  doesn’t  stress  you 
out,  does  it? 

Keeping  our  school’s  high 
expectations  in  mind,  we  have 
to  think  about,  first  of  all,  just 
making  it  out  of  this  school.  By 
the  time  we  apply  to  college 
they  probably  will  be  looking  at 
what  we  did  when  we  were  five 
years  old.  Speaking  of  apply¬ 
ing,  what  about  “early  accep¬ 
tance”  to  college,  which  has 


been  a  popular  method  for  ap¬ 
plying  to  college  for  a  number 
of  years.  Can  you  guess  what 
is  going  on  now?  Yes,  that’s 
right,  you  guessed  it,  multiple 
majors.  As  if  you  thought  it 
could  get  any  worse.  Now  dur¬ 
ing  our  precious  college  years, 
we  will  all  be  pressured  to  ma¬ 
jor  in  more  than  one  field  of 
studies.  The  college  graduates 
of  2003  will  probably  be  gradu¬ 
ating  college  having  majored  in 
two  or  three  fields,  but  can  one 
imagine  when  Class  VI  stu¬ 
dents  graduate  college? 
People  sitting  beside  them  at 
their  graduation  will  probably 
have  five  or  maybe  even  six 
majors  under  their  belt! 


Yes,  having  multiple  ma-  petition  for  ourselves? 


jors  will  be  great  because  one 
will  gain  a  good  experience 
while  working  towards  them, 
but  in  reality  all  it  is  going  to  help 
one  do  is  walk  into  a  hour  or 
hour  and  a  half  long  job  inter¬ 
view  and  say  that  he  or  she  has 
a  triple  major  from  so  and  so 
college.  It  is  true  that  one’s  co¬ 
workers  would  look  at  one  dif¬ 
ferently  because  one  has  these 
majors,  but  the  “fame”  and  re¬ 
spect  that  one  gains  from  this 
will  fade  because  soon  every¬ 
one  is  going  to  have  double  or 
triple  majors.  Why  can’t  we  just 
save  all  of  our  time  and  stay 
with  one  major  to  save  work, 
pressure,  and  some  extra  com¬ 


Times  have  changed  and 
our  society  continues  to  get 
more  advanced.  One  of  the  rea¬ 
sons  why  people  try  and  get 
multiple  majors  is  caused  by 
their  fear  of  the  destruction  of 
their  company  and  being  left 
without  qualifications  in  other 
fields.  I  still  think  that  going  to 
college  and  trying  to  major  in 
multiple  fields  is  difficult  and 
time  consuming.  Why  not  just 
go  back  to  college  if  you  are  left 
with  no  job  and  no  fall  back 
qualification.  It  doesn’t  matter 
how  many  majors  one  has,  all 
that  matters  is  how  well  one 
knows  one’s  field;  it  is  about 
quality,  not  quantity. 


Cristina  Cucchiara,  II 

Don't  Rush  APs 


Advanced  Placement. 
Two  golden  words  for  a  college 
application. They  require  hours 
of  extra  work,  studying  like  you 
wouldn’t  believe,  and  oh  yeah 
...  one  final  test  that  decides 
whether  you  even  receive  col¬ 
lege  credit.  No  big  deal,  right? 
Wrong. 

Currently  these  desirable 
courses  are  only  available  to 
juniors  and  seniors,  but  appar¬ 
ently  some  students  think  that 
this  should  be  different  (“Ex¬ 
panding  AP  Classes”  Argo  1 1/ 
2002).  AP  courses  are  currently 
offered  at  other  top  high 
schools  in  the  freshmen  and 
sophomore  years,  but  what  is 
the  point  of  taking  a  college 
course  when  you’re  thirteen  or 
fourteen?  I  was  under  the  pre¬ 
sumption  that  college  started  at 


about  eighteen.  As  younger  stu¬ 
dents  are  quick  to  ask  the  ad¬ 
ministration  for  an  expansion  in 
these  courses,  one  has  to  won¬ 
der  if  they  really  know  what  they 
are  all  about? 

Now  depending  on  the  AP 
course,  or  the  teacher,  the  de¬ 
mands  vary,  but  almost  any 
upperclassmen  will  tell  you  that 
they  are  extremely  different 
from  the  regular  BLS  courses. 
Number  one  a  lot  of  APs  are 
taught  in  a  lecture  fashion, 
where  a  teacher  stands  before 
the  class  and  for  the  next  forty- 
three  minutes  dictates  notes  as 
students  frantically  scribble 
them  down.  Others  involve 
daily  (often  surprise)  quizzes  on 
the  previous  nights  reading.  A 
lovely  twenty  to  twenty  five 
pages  on  history  or  what  ever 


the  class  may  be.  Take  it  from 
me;  this  reading  is  not  easy; 
these  are  college  texts,  used  at 
schools  across  the  country. 
Few  projects  are  given  or  other 
means  of  boosting  a  student’s 
grade,  and  the  entire  focus  is 
towards  the  ninety-dollar  exam 
in  May.  Your  score  on  the  exam 
decides  whether  colleges  will 
accept  the  scores  for  credit. 

AP  courses  have  also 
been  valued  because  colleges 
will  offer  a  student  credit  to¬ 
wards  their  college  freshman 
year  requirements.  According 
to  U.S.  News  and  World  Report 
“America’s  Best  Colleges  2003 
Edition,”  the  value  colleges  are 
placing  in  these  courses  is 
changing.  Due  to  a  large  in¬ 
crease  in  the  number  of  stu¬ 
dents  taking  these  courses  “ad¬ 


missions  officers  also  worry 
about  their  academic  content  is 
being  diluted.”  Recently 
Harvard  has  stopped  accepting 
AP  scores  less  than  a  perfect 
5;  for  fear  that  students  are  not 
prepared  for  the  sophomore 
year  college  courses.  The  ar¬ 
ticle,  “Working  hard,  stay  sane- 
and  get  in,”(U.S.  News,  2003) 
also  emphasizes  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  taking  the  right  APs, 
ones  that  correspond  to  areas 
where  you  have  achieved  pre¬ 
vious  academic  success. 

Since  colleges  are  look¬ 
ing  to  see  achievement  in  an 
area  that  interests  a  student, 
how  would  it  be  possible  to 
know  one’s  strengths  after  just 
a  year  or  so?  Succeeding  in 
freshmen  and  sophomore  year, 
allows  a  student  to  qualify  for 


AP  courses.  Perhaps  lobbying 
for  AP  courses  in  these  years 
isn’t  the  best  decision  ...maybe 
a  push  to  bring  back  the  Hon¬ 
ors  courses  will  hit  the  spot,  and 
might  help  to  boost  one’s  GPA. 

As  a  younger  student,  I 
had  often  looked  forward  to  tak¬ 
ing  APs  as  a  means  of  boost¬ 
ing  my  GPA  and  getting  a  feel 
for  what  college  is  like,  however 
I’m  glad  I  wasn’t  even  given  the 
option. Taking  honors  in  sopho¬ 
more  year  makes  more  sense, 
because  then  by  junior  year 
you’re  ready  for  the  next  step, 
AP  classes.  Be  patient,  don’t 
rush  it,  doing  better  in  freshman 
and  sophomore  year  is  more 
rewarding  once  you  are  in  the 
AP  of  your  choice  junior  or  se¬ 
nior  year. 
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Boston  Latin  School 


By  Ian  Dyer  Bennem,  V 

Contributing  Writer 

"Sumus  Primi.”  Here  at 
BLS,  students  are  reminded  on 
a  daily  basis  that  “We  Are  First” 
-  academically  and  chronologi¬ 
cally.  However,  students  at 
Roxbury  Latin  and  English  High 
are  also  told  that  their  school  is 
the  oldest.  The  Boston  Latin 
School  is  technically  the  oldest 
public  school  in  the  country. 
However,  each  school  has  its 
own  version  of  the  truth. 

English  High  was  founded 
in  1821.  Boston  Latin  was 
founded  in  1635  as  the  oldest 
public  school  in  the  country.  En- 


By  Masha  Zolotarev,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


Have  you  just  turned  1 6? 
If  so  quite  a  few  opportunities 
have  opened  up  to  you,  the 
major  one  being  driving.  The 
top  priority  on  your  list  of  driv¬ 
ing  necessities  is  to  obtain  a 
permit  as  soon  as  possible. 
Why?  Because,  you  have  to 
wait  at  least  half  a  year  after 
getting  your  permit  to  take  the 
driving  test.  Although  all  this 
may  sound  intimidating  at  first, 
it  really  isn’t.  Simply  drop  by  the 
RMV  (Registry  of  Motor  Ve¬ 
hicles)  branch  that  is  nearest  to 
you,  and  pick  up  a  Driver’s 
Manual.  There  is  an  RMV  in 
Chinatown,  which  is  easily  ac¬ 
cessible  by  the  orange  line,  and 
there  is  also  one  in  Watertown, 
which  would  require  a  car  to  get 
to.  Don’t  worry,  the  permit  test 
isn’t  hard  if  you  read  through 
the  manual  at  least  once.  There 
is  a  $15  fee  to  take  the  permit 


News  - - — 

Oldest  or  Boldest? 


The  right  to  “Sumus  Primi"  threatened 


glish  High  was  founded  as  the 
oldest  Boston  public  high 
school  in  the  country,  so  their 
claim  to  fame  is  also  correct. 

Roxbury  Latin  School, 
founded  in  1645,  is  the  school 
that  BLS  has  the  most  signifi¬ 
cant  dispute  with.  Sandy 
Fleming,  a  student  of  the 
Roxbury  Latin  School,  denies 
that  BLS  is  the  oldest  school. 
His  opinion  is  that  since  BLS 
closed  down  for  the  Revolution, 
Roxbury  Latin  School  is  the  old¬ 
est  school  in  continuous  exist¬ 
ence.  This  is  true.  BLS  closed 
down  to  support  the  colonists 
in  their  cause  for  freedom  while 
Roxbury  Latin  supported  the 


King  of  England  who  wanted  to 
further  oppress  the  colonies. To 
quote  Ms.  Kelley,  “[That  action] 
doesn’t  say  much  for  them.” 

When  asked  about  the 
claims  of  the  Roxbury  Latin 
School  and  English  High,  Ms. 
Kelley  explained  the  circum¬ 
stances  in  which  BLS  closed. 
“The  headmaster  at  the  time,” 
she  said,  “led  the  students  to¬ 
gether  and  proclaimed 
“Deponite  Libros!”  or  “Leave  the 
books!”  In  other  words,  “Leave 
School!”  To  support  the  Revo¬ 
lution,  the  students  went  out 
and  spread  ash  on  the  snow  so 
that  the  British  were  not  able  to 
move  their  cannons  uphill.  BLS 


used  to  be  on  King  James  Hill, 

which  was  a  good  place  to  spot 

and  attack  the  British.  The  ash 

that  the  students  covered  the 

snow  with  created  friction.  By 

itself,  the  snow  would  be  easily 

pushed  through,  but  with  the 

added  friction  of  the  ash,  the 

British  were  not  able  to  push  or  - 

pull  their  cannons  up  the  hill.  < 

The  Latin  scholars  at  the  time  ~ 

used  their  brainpower  to  help  s 

the  patriots.  The  absolute  loy-  ~ 

alty  of  the  BLSI  students  led  £ 

them  to  give  up  their  books  for  § 

freedom.  “ 

>■ 

This  story  shows  that  the  “ 
students  showed  true  spirit  to-  £ 
wards  the  American  dream  and  £ 


the  beliefs  of  the  Patriots.  BLS 
closed  for  what  it  believed  in, 
and  this  should  not  be  used  as 
an  excuse  to  negate  our  motto, 
“Sumus  Primi”. 

BLS  was  founded  in  1 635 
and  is  the  oldest  public  school 
in  the  United  States.  If  anyone 
Itells  you 
[otherwise, 
I  to  quote 
i  Ms.  Kelley 


THE  PLAQUE  LOCATED  IN  GYM 
AREA  ON  THE  025  SIDE  OF  BLS 


Drivers  Education  Schools 


test,  and  you  have  to  pay  that 
fee  again  if  you  fail  the  test. 

Once  you  have  obtained 
a  permit  you  are  only  halfway 
there  since  you  can’t  get  you’re 
license  (if  you  are  under  18 
years  of  age)  until  you  complete 
a  full  Drivers  Education  Course. 
A  typical  course  includes  about 
30  hours  of  classroom  instruc¬ 
tion  and  6  hours  of  actual  driv¬ 
ing  instruction.  So  this  brings  us 
to  the  issue,  which  driving 
school  should  you  go  to?  Bos¬ 
ton  offers  a  wide  variety,  but 
your  decision  will  most  likely  be 
based  on  how  close  it  is  to 
where  you  live  and  its  reputa¬ 
tion  amongst  your  friends.  The 
following  are  some  popular 
driving  schools  frequented  by 
BLS  teens: 

Remember  you  don’t  need  to 
have  a  permit  to  start  taking 
classes.  You  need  a  permit  to  com¬ 
plete  the  actual  driving  hours. 
Choose  a  school,  sign  up  for  a 
course,  and  start  driving! 


South  Boston  Driving  Academy 
399  West  Broadway,  South 
Boston 

(617)  269-0300 
Cost:  $350 

Program:  Supposed  to  be  10 
classes,  but  most  people  only 
have  to  take  4  or  less. 

Class  Size:  10-15 
Transportation:  Take  the  9  bus 
from  Copley  or  Broadway  Station. 
Description:  “Easy,  funny,  but  a 
waste  of  money.” 


Newton  Driving  School 
1345  Centre  St.,  Newton 
(617)  332-6323 
Cost:  $275 

Program:  3  classes  a  week,  2 
hours  each,  for  4  weeks. 
Class  size:  10-15  people 
Transportation:  Accessible  by  the 
D  green  line 

Description:  “Easy  and  reason¬ 
ably  fast.” 


Colonial  Driving  School  (can  also 
be  taken  at  BLS) 

3706  Washington  St.,  Jamaica 
Plain 

(617)  524-2606 
Cost:  $270 

Program:  Taught  by  Ms.  Cousens 
@  BLS,  2  to  4  classes  a  week,  15 
classes  total,  an  hour  and  15 
minutes  each,  after  school  in  room 
1 01 .  A  class  is  also  offered  at  the 
Colonial  Driving  School  in  JP. 
Class  size:  Varies,  classes  are  on 
first  come,  first  serve  basis. 

Description:  “Boring,  but  learned  a 
lot”,  “Boring  but  good,  Mark  (the 
Colonial  Driving  instructor)  is 
nice”,  “So  boring,  but  learned  a  lot 
of  new  things,”  “Extremely  boring, 
slept  through  it,  and  nearly 
impossible  to  schedule  appoint¬ 
ments.” 


Interstate  Driving  School  (a.k.a. 
“Disco  Bob’s”) 

1752  Centre  St.,  West  Roxbury 
(617)  469-4224 
Cost:  $349 

Program:  15  classes  total,  1.5 
hours  each,  2  times  a  week  for  7 
weeks. 

Class  size:  15-20  people 
Transportation:  Accessible  by 
any  bus  that  travels  down  Centre 
St.  in  West  Roxbury. 
Description:  “Disco  is  a  freak  but 
funny”,  “Remember  Bob 
Smokes”,  “Takes  a  long  time.” 


Brookline  Driving  School 
167  Corey  Road,  Brookline 

(617)  232-9400 

Cost:  $315 

Program:  Varies  with  preference; 
may  go  up  to  5  classes  a  week,  2 
hours  each,  for  2  weeks. 
Class  size:  about  20  people 
Transportation:  Accessible  by  the 
B  green  line. 

Description:  “Hilarious  and  easy”, 
“Awesome,  Didi  (the  driving 
instructor)  is  hilarious!” 


Do  Newer  Editions  Stick  To  Traditions? 


By  Stephen  Dewey,  I, 
Leah  McDonald,  I,  & 

Lauren  Lazar,  I 

Staff  Writer  &  Contributing  Writers 

As  new  teachers  take  the 
place  of  retiring  ones  and  as 
BLS  students  return  to  teach  at 
their  alma  mater,  one  might 
expect  teaching  styles  here  to 
change.  Several  teachers  at 
BLS  were  asked  about  their 
teaching  styles  and  how  they 
relate  to  the  BLS  tradition.  We 
found  that  while  some  teachers 
attempt  to  develop  innovative 
teaching  patterns,  others  find 
the  traditional  style  of  teaching 
more  effective. 

Mr.  Sullivan,  a  teacher  in 
his  second  year  at  BLS  who 
has  taught  both  Latin  and  En¬ 
glish.  is  a  strong  advocate  of 
the  traditional  lecture  as  he  ex¬ 
perienced  it  at  BLS.  “Teachers 
tend  to  think  that  lecturing  is  a 
bad  thing  that  they  should 
avoid.  But  when  lecturing  is 
done  well,  there's  nothing  bet¬ 
ter;  it  can  make  even  purport¬ 
edly  boring  subjects  more  ex¬ 
citing.  The  teaching  styles  that 
are  supposedly  progressive 
tend  to  do  a  worse  job  of  com¬ 


municating  a  message.” 

According  to  Mr.  Sullivan, 
an  early  exposure  to  learning 
and  an  appreciation  of  academ¬ 
ics  is  the  key  to  an  interesting 
life.  “If  you’re  not  exposed  to 
something  that  makes  you  want 
to  explore  early  in  life,  you’re 
going  to  be  mentally  dead.  Lec¬ 
turing  is  an  important  part  of 
that  process  because  it  ex¬ 
poses  students  to  the  process 
of  rational  thought.”  Mr.  Sullivan 
says  that  the  early  exposure  to 
academics  he  received  while 
attending  BLS  and  Another 
Course  to  College  played  an 
integral  role  in  broadening  his 
mental  horizons  at  an  early  age. 

Two  BLS  alumnae  who 
now  teach  here  also  said  that 
while  they  make  some  improve¬ 
ments  over  the  education  they 
received  as  students,  they  still 
recognize  the  value  of  older  tra¬ 
ditions.  Ms.  Kirkpatrick,  a  BLS 
alumna  who  has  been  teaching 
here  for  six  years,  takes  a  stan¬ 
dard  approach  to  teaching.  She 
has  taught  Latin,  English,  and 
Civics,  and  currently  teaches 
regular  and  A.R  US  History.  A 
self-described  "product  of  the 
Latin  School,”  she  molds  her 


teaching  style  according  to  the 
effective  methods  she  was  ex¬ 
posed  to  as  a  student. 

Ms.  Kirkpatrick  remem¬ 
bers  “enjoying  a  class  where 
there  was  structure  and  the 
teacher  knew  what  he  was  talk¬ 
ing  about.”  The  AP  curriculum 
encompasses  a  lot  of  material, 
requiring  teachers  who  would 
have  their  students  succeed  to 
develop  a  detailed  and  rigor¬ 
ous  curriculum.  Ms.  Kirkpatrick 
resorts  to  a  lecture  format  in  or¬ 
der  to  meet  the  time  constraints 
and  to  present  the  information 
in  the  most  memorable  format 
possible.  She  insists,  however, 
that  she  prefers  to  teach  her 
classes  this  way  because  she 
respects  a  class  with  struture 
and  recognizes  the  traditional 
way  as  the  most  productive.  In 
regular  US  History  classes, 
where  she  has  more  leeway, 
she  discusses  current  events 
relative  to  history  topics  and 
presents  multimedia  clips  for 
her  students’  enjoyment. 

Ms.  Lewis,  a  BLS  alumna 
who  has  been  teaching  here  for 
nine  years,  teaches  Latin  at  the 
eighth  grade  level.  Like  Ms. 
Kirkpatrick,  she  views  herself 


as  a  “product  of  BLS”  and  tries 
to  “teach  in  the  same  vein  I  was 
taught.”  She  stays  at  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  class  activities,  and  even 
group  projects  revolve  around 
her  guidance.  Nevertheless, 
Ms.  Lewis  tries  to  work  with  her 
students  to  ensure  that  they  all 
succeed.  She  takes  care  not  to 
“talk  down”  to  them,  and  pro¬ 
vides  extra  help  to  struggling 
students  as  well  as  practice 
tests  to  her  class.  If  her  stu¬ 
dents  fail  to  understand  the 
material,  moreover,  she  re¬ 
works  her  lesson  plan  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  problem  in  layman’s 
terms  and  from  the  students’ 
point  of  view. 

In  contrast  Mr.  Sanford, 
an  English  teacher  who  has 
been  at  BLS  for  two  years, 
takes  a  more  unconventional 
approach  to  education.  “I  sup¬ 
pose  one  cannot  get  too 
‘untraditional’  when  it  comes  to 
the  English  discipline,”  Mr. 
Sanford  said,  “After  all,  English 
requires  critical  thinking  and 
writing,  which  depend  on  stu¬ 
dents’  active  and  original  class 
participation.”  Mr.  Sanford’s 
classes  involve  both  lecturing 
and  discussion,  but  there  is  a 


focus  on  the  latter;  students  of¬ 
ten  come  up  with  input  that  he 
wouldn’t  otherwise  have 
thought  of.  In  order  to  instill  in 
his  students  a  deeper  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  literature,  Mr.  Sanford 
tries  to  present  each  selection 
through  a  lens,  be  it  historical, 
cultural,  psychological,  or  per¬ 
sonal. 

Mr.  Balicki  is  a  second- 
year  teacher  at  BLS  who  taught 
Chemistry  I  last  year  and  is 
teaching  Biology  2  this  year.  As 
a  science  teacher,  he  tries  to  be 
as  “hands-on”  as  possible,  in 
order  to  make  the  science  con¬ 
cepts  come  alive.  Mr.  Balicki 
feels  that  his  approach  is  typi¬ 
cal  of  the  BLS  Science  Depart¬ 
ment,  which  he  believes  is,  on 
the  whole,  very  progressive  and 
encouraging  of  an  experimen¬ 
tal  learning  method.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  Mr.  Balicki  does  write  the 
concepts  on  the  board  when  he 
feels  it  is  necessary.  * 

No  two  teachers  take  the 
same  approach  to  teaching, 
even  if  they  were  trained  in  the 
same  direction  to  take.  Thus, 
it  is  very  difficult  to  definitively 
classify  a  single  teacher  as  ei¬ 
ther  innovative  or  traditional. 
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Sports 


Venimus,  Vicimus,  et  Semper  Regamus 

But  Should  We  Have  Even  Played  the  Game? 


By  Daniel  Weissman,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

So  it  is  Thanksgiving 
again.  We  all  know  what  that 
means:  sleep,  turkey,  and  foot¬ 
ball.  The  Latin-English  game 
is  once  again  at  the  forefront  of 
our  football  consciousness,  as 
we  eagerly  await  the  sure  win 
that  BLS  faces  every  year 
against  their  not-so-threatening 
foe,  Boston  English  High 
School.  (Note:  This  humble  re¬ 
porter  began  reporting  on  the 
game  as  if  it  was  a  real  contest, 
but  quickly  figured  out  that  it 


was  not...  to  make  a  long  story 
short,  it  was  an  absolute 
slaughter.)  At  the 
half,  the  score  was 
26-0  and  the  final 
score  was  38-0. 

Mr.  Yemi  “Michael- 
Vick-who-doesn’t- 
pass-as-much” 

Owolewa  scored 
four  touchdowns 
and  ran  for  174 
yards.  (That  was 
even  in  three 
inches  of  snow!) 

But  honestly, 
is  this  game  fair? 


Moreover,  is  it  fun  to  watch? 
Does  anyone  feel  bad  for  En¬ 


YEMI  OWOLEWA  CARRIES  THE  BALL  ON  ONE  OF  HIS 

THE  DAY. 


glish,  who  perennially  goes  into 
the  game  looking  at  a  crushing? 

After  doing 
some  in-depth 
reporting  and 
asking  all  the 
tough  questions, 
I  discovered  that 
people  at  BLS 
are  very  happy 
to  see  Latin 
crush  English 
every  year.  As 
cornerback  Tho¬ 
mas  Edwards  (I) 
said,  “It’s  the 
many  gains  of  longest  ongoing 


rivalry  in  the  country  and  it’s 
only  fair  to  continue.”  Senior 
Jose  Valenzuela  (I)  remarked 
when  asked  about  the  yearly 
slaughter  factor,  “I  like  slaugh¬ 
ters!”  Football  Captain  Omar 
Butcher,  when  asked  about  his 
feelings  on  crushing  the  oppo¬ 
sition  said,  “Yes,  [I  support 
keeping  the  game] 
because... well,  I  kicked  [butt]  in 
it!”  And  that  he  did  (two  sacks). 

Well,  the  jury  has  spoken 
on  the  Latin-English  game:  it 
should  stay,  and  the  fact  that 
Latin  decimates  English  every 
year  makes  it  all  the  better. 


Girls  Volleyball 

Victorious 


By  Jimmy  Sun,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

Forget  football,  forget 
basketball,  and  forget  baseball. 
There  is  a  new  sport  pastime 
for  Boston  Latin  School:  Girls 
Volleyball.  The  girls  capped  off 
another  wildly  successful  sea¬ 
son  by  again  winning  the  Dual 
County  League  title,  and  once 
again  driving  deep  into  the  post¬ 
season.  After  resounding  wins 
overWachussett  Regional  High 
School  and  Cambridge,  the 
team  met  their  nemesis,  North 
Quincy.  Last  year,  the 
Wolfpack  suffered  a  bitter  de¬ 
feat  at  their  hands  in  the  semi¬ 
finals,  falling  in  an  away  game 
at  Medford  High  School.  This 
year,  with  home  court  advan¬ 
tage  and  a  full  year  more  of 
experience,  the  girls  hoped  to 
exact  revenge. 

Despite  the  efforts  of 
North  Quincy’s  All-Star-filled 
lineup,  including  Makini  Thomp¬ 
son,  the  number  two  ranked 
high  school  volleyball  player  in 
the  country,  the  Wolfpack  ral¬ 
lied  valiantly  several  times  un¬ 
der  the  rifle  serving  arm  of 
Kasia  Preneta  (I),  the  pinpoint 
spiking  of  hitters  Jenny  Cheng 


(I)  and  Sandy  Wong  (I),  and  the 
overpowering  blocks  and  hits  of 
Sarah  Choi  (I)  and  Anna 
George(ll).  Setters  Karen  Chui 

(II)  and  Mabel  Wong  (I)  ran  the 
offense  with  poise  and  compo¬ 
sure,  while  defensive  special¬ 
ists  Becky  Wong  (I)  and  Aubrie 
Pagano  (II)  provided  the  accu¬ 
rate  passing  that  is  vital  to  any 
volleyball  team.  In  the  end, 
however,  the  height  advantage 
of  North  Quincy,  with  three  play¬ 
ers  over  5’  10”,  prevailed.  After 
three  hard-fought  games  full  of 
diving  digs  and  powerful  spikes, 
North  Quincy  pulled  off  a  well- 
earned  and  hotly  contested  vic¬ 
tory.  A  magical  and  triumphant 
season  came  to  an  end  that 
night,  but  as  the  cheers  of  a  full 
gymnasium  echoed  deafen- 
ingly  in  the  rafters,  one  could 
only  look  to  a  brighter  and  even 
more  successful  future  for  the 
Latin  School  girls  volleyball  dy¬ 
nasty. 

At  the  end  of  the  game, 
posters  for  the  graduating  se¬ 
niors,  co-captains  Jenny  Cheng 
(I),  Sarah  Choi  (I),  and  Sandy 
Wong  (I),  Becky  Wong  (I), 
Kasia  Preneta  (I),  and  Mabel 
Wong  (I)  still  hung  in  the  back 
of  the  gym.  On  the  court,  how- 


again 

ever,  were  the  players,  both  the 
seniors,  ending  their  fabulously 
successful  careers,  and  the  un¬ 
derclassmen,  ready  to  take  up 
the  proud  banner  of  Boston 
Latin  volleyball. 


Girls  X-Country 
Goes  to  States 


By  Adam  Weiss,  I 

Staff  Writer 

At  Boston  Latin,  athletics 
often  take  a  back  seat  to  the 
vigorous  academic  competition 
upon  which  this  great  institution 
is  founded.  As  a  result,  many 
teams  and  players  go  unno¬ 
ticed  and  unappreciated.  With¬ 
out  a  doubt,  one  of  these  teams 
is  the  Girls  Cross  Country  team, 
which  just  completed  a  respect¬ 
able  year  capped  off  by  a  num¬ 
ber  of  impressive  individual  ef¬ 
forts.  With  a  nucleus  of 
hardworking  and  determined 
girls,  the  team  pulled  out  a  few 
formidable  victories  in  what  is 
widely  considered  to  be  the 
state’s  most  competitive  cross 
country  league. 

Led  by  co-captains  Annie 
Roddy  (I)  and  Kerry  Sullivan 
(II),  the  team  completed  the 
season  with  a  record  of  3-9. 
However,  this  mark  certainly 
does  not  do  these  dedicated 
runners  justice.  Even  with 
Roddy  suffering  from  an  over¬ 
worked  quad  and  the  ever-im- 
portant  Brittany  Canniff  (III) 
nursing  a  broken  toe,  the  team 
was  able  to  pull  out  clutch  vic¬ 
tories  against  Weston  and 


Bedford,  as  well  as  a  memo¬ 
rable  upset  against  powerful 
Newton  South.  That  was 
enough  to  get  them  to  the 
League  and  State  Class  Cham¬ 
pionships,  where,  with  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  Roddy  and  Canniff, 
they  struggled  despite  the 
strong  performance  of  the 
team’s  freshman  runners. 

These  freshmen  are  prob¬ 
ably  the  team’s  most  encourag¬ 
ing  aspect.  This  group  of  first- 
year  runners,  led  by  Cecelia 
Wong  and  Caroline  O’Laughlin, 
turned  in  a  number  of  impres¬ 
sive  individual  performances. 
For  example,  Wong  placed  sec¬ 
ond  and  O’Laughlin  third  at  this 
year’s  DCL  Championships. 
With  such  a  strong  core  of 
freshman  returning  to  play  next 
year,  along  with  Sarah 
Dickerson  (III)  and  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Sullivan,  the  team’s  fu¬ 
ture  certainly  looks  promising. 
Though  Roddy  will  be  sorely 
missed,  the  team  is  looking  to 
keep  improving  and  hopefully 
become  a  force  to  be  reckoned 
with  next  season.  Judging  by 
these  girls’  work  ethic  and  de¬ 
termination,  Boston  Latin  Girls 
Cross  Country  may  soon  be¬ 
come  a  dangerous  opponent. 


Fall  Sport  Wrap-Ups 


Girls 

Swimming 

Record:  not  available 

Thoughts  on  the  Season:  “It 
was  a  good  season  and  many 
people  worked  very  hard.  ” 
-Siobahn  Forbes,  I 

Next  Season:  “Sharon  will  be  a 
strong  senior  (and  captain  most 
likely)  who  will  be  able  to  show 
one  team  determination  and 
hard  work.” 

-Siobahn  Forbes,  I 


Girls  Soccer 


Record:  1-16-1 

Thoughts  on  the  Season:  “We 
all  had  fun  this  season,  and  our 
record  does  not  reflect  a  lack 
of  talent,  but  rather  the  tough¬ 
ness  of  the  DCL.” 

-  Emily  Dunne,  II 

Next  Season:  “Not  too  many 
seniors  are  graduating,  so 
many  of  the  same  from  this  year 
will  become  a  more  tightly-knit 
team.” 

-  Emily  Dunne,  II 


Boys  Soccer 


Record:  0-16-1 

Thoughts  on  the  Season:  “The 
outcome  of  the  season  was 
unfortunate  since  the  talent  to 
compete  was  there,  but  not  the 
team  cohesiveness.” 

-  Glen  Ryan,  I 

Next  Season:  “Hopefully  some 
changes  will  be  made  within  the 
program,  such  as  getting  a  half- 
decent  home  team  and  goals 
that  work.” 

-  Glen  Ryan,  I 


Golf 


Record:  0.00% 

Thoughts  on  the  Season:  “We 
have  improved  so  much  since 
last  year,  and  even  though  we 
did  not  win  as  many  matches 
as  we  wanted  to,  we  had  fun.” 
-Janelle  Cafferky,  I 

Next  Season:  We  have  a  really 
strong  team  made  up  of  many 
freshmen,  sophomores,  and 
juniors  as  well.  Next  season 
looks  very  hopeful.” 

-Janelle  Cafferky,  I 


Boys  Cross 
Country 

Record  0.00% 

Thoughts  on  the  Season:  “In¬ 
juries  hurt  the  team. . .  and  the 
Boys  team  was  never  a  serious 
contender.  All  of  the  team  mem¬ 
bers  still  enjoyed  themselves, 
which  counts  for  something.” 

-  John  McColgan,  I 

Next  Season:  “The  Boys  team 
won’t  win  next  year  either.  They 
simply  don’t  have  enough 
people.” 

-  John  McColgan,  I 
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Jose  Valenzuela 

Bv  St.  John  Barned-Smith,  II 
Staff  Writer 


Jose  is  one  of  those  few 
students  who  excel  both  on  and 
off  the  field.  A  nominee  for  the 
National  Honor  Society  and  a 
consistent  Honor  Roll  student, 
Jose  Valenzuela  is  also  the  co¬ 
captain  of  the  wrestling  team.  In 
addition,  he  is  on  the  football 
team  and  started  in  four  games 
this  year.  This  “leader  of  the 
wide  receivers”  is  actually  a 
defensive  back  and  has  been  on 
the  team  for  two  years  in 
sophomore  and  senior  year.  His 
true  love,  however,  is  wrestling. 
Jose  joined  the  team  as  a  sixie 
and  has  been  a  member  every 
year  since.  Last  year  as  a 
member  of  the  1 30  lb.  class,  he 
excelled  on  the  mat,  where  he 
won  26  matches.  He  went  onto 
Sectionals,  where  he  placed 
fourth  and  then  he  moved  onto 
States.  At  the  States,  he 
grappled  with  his  archrival  from 
Lincoln-Sudbury,  but 

unfortunately  lost  after  a  very 
close  match.  However,  he  was 
victorious  in  his  second  match, 
but  was  eliminated  in  the  third 
one. 

This  year,  Jose  is  filled 
with  high  hopes  for  the  coming 
season.  His  main  goal  is  to  claim 
the  title  of  “the  best  wrestler  ever 
at  BLS”  and  is  determined  to 
reach  the  coveted  threshold  of 
100  career  wins.  His  other 
expectations  are  lofty  as  well  -- 
he  expects  to  win  at  Sectionals, 
move  onto  States,  where  he 
expects  another  win,  then  place 
in  All-States,  and  finally  go  on 
to  the  New  Englands. 

Upon  graduating,  Jose 
hopes  to  wrestle  at  Williams, 
where  he  is  currently  applying  . 
With  a  drive  like  that,  I  find  it  hard 
to  believe  that  Jose  will  not  fulfill 
his  potential,  and  I  am  certain 
he  will  reach  every  one  of  the 
goals  he  has  set  for  himself. 


* 
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Sports  - - 

Pyramid  Scheme 


Kerry  Sullivan,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


November  16th  was  a 
day  of  ups  and  downs  for  the 
Cheerleading  Squad.  It  was 
the  day  of  the  Boston  Police 
Athletic  League  Battle  of  the 
Cheerleaders,  a  competition 
to  raise  money  for 
cheerleading  teams  across 
the  city.  The  Latin  Squad  had 
the  support  of  many  follow¬ 
ers,  including  the  Step  Squad 
and  Ms.  Kelley,  who  helped 
raise  money  for  the  decora¬ 
tions  and  festivities  at  the  Pep 
Rally.  The  Latin  Cheerleaders 
went  home  with  a  fourth  place 
finish  and  the  Spirit  Award. 
Their  tough  loss  was  soft¬ 
ened  with  the  consolation  of 
being  the  only  team  to  receive 
two  awards, and  by  Madison 


Park’s  principal’s  recognition  of 
their  superb  performance,  and 
by  the  support  of  the  Step 
Squad  with  whom  the  cheer¬ 
leaders  have  formed  close 


bonds  this  season. 

Coach  Katie  Sobiech 
couldn’t  say  enough  about  this 
year’s  squad  when  asked  about 
its  improvements  and  overall 


performance,  “They’re  so  tal¬ 
ented,  and  not  just  in 
cheerleading.  Their  stunts 
[mounts,  pyramids,  and  tosses] 
have  improved  so  much.”  Co¬ 
captains  Bonnie  Fleischer  (I) 
and  Melissa  St.  Pierre  (I)  have 
led  the  Cheerleading  Squad 
through  practices  four  days  a 
week  for  an  average  of  three 
hours,  including  practices  on 
Sundays.  Practices  for  the 
cheerleaders,  a  majority  of 
whom  are  honors  students,  with 
three  in  the  National  Honor  So¬ 
ciety  (for  those  of  you  who  as¬ 
sociate  a  lack  of  intelligence 
with  cheerleaders),  increased 
to  seven  days  a  week  before 
the  competition  and  Pep  Ral¬ 
lies.  Don’t  be  fooled  by  these 
charismatic  ladies — they’re 
hardworking  athletes  as  well  as 
diligent  students. 


THE  CHEERLEADERS  WERE  PRESENT  AND  ACCOUNTED  FOR  AT  THE  PEP  RALLY. 


Step  Squad  Picks  Up  the  Beat 


Kerry  Sullivan,  II 

Contributing  Writer 

Everyone  at  Latin 
School  has  gone  through 
declamation  at  one  point,  but 
I’ve  concluded  that 
stepping  is  like  declamation 
on  steroids.  Imagine  you  had 
to  declaim  every  Saturday  in 
the  fall  outside.  Then  imag¬ 
ine  rehearsing  your  declama¬ 
tion  three  times  a  week  for 
three  hours  and  practicing 


five  days  a  week  beforehand. 
Lastly,  imagine  having  to  de¬ 
claim  in  rhythm  with  nineteen 
other  declaimers,  plus  Ms. 
Skerritt,  while  stomping  and 
clapping.  Welcome  to  Step 
Squad. 

The  Step  Squad  performs 
at  the  home  football  games,  the 
Pep  Rally,  and  the  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  game.  However,  the  step¬ 
ping  doesn’t  stop  there.  The 
squad  continues  to  work  into 
the  spring  when  it  competes  in 


the  Greater  Boston  Step  Asso¬ 
ciation,  a  statewide  competition 
which  the  Latin  Squad  has 
dominated  for  several  years. 
Each  year  the  Step  Squad  is 
improving,  thanks  in  part  to  the 
leadership  of  Ms.  Skerritt,  and 
co-captains  Lindi  Tulloch  (I)  and 
April  Nieves  (II),  and  also  in  part 
to  the  high  standards  set  at  the 
Step  Squad  tryouts.  Talent  is 
accepted  wherever  it  is  found. 
As  the  group  increases  in  popu¬ 
larity,  it  also  increases  in  diver¬ 


sity,  with  more  males,  Cauca¬ 
sians,  Asians,  Hispanics,  and 
underclassmen  trying  out  for 
and  making  it  into  the  team 
each  year. 

After  blowing  the  crowd 
away  at  the  Pep  Rallies  and 
stepping  in  the  snow  at  the 
Harvard  Coliseum,  the  Step 
Squad  will  take  a  short  break 
and  rebound  quickly  from  the 
frostbite  left  over  from  Thanks¬ 
giving  to  begin  preparing  to  rock 
the  competition  this  spring. 


Missed  Opportunities 


By  Jonathan  Krieger,  I 

Sports  Editor 

It  is  R3  of  the  shortened 
Wednesday,  the  27th  of  No¬ 
vember,  and  I  walk  into  the 
school  gym.  Or  at  least  from 
the  outside,  it  looked  like  the 
school  gym.  But  once  I  en¬ 
tered,  I  was  overwhelmed  by 
purple  and  white  signs  with 
expressions  like  “Bomb  the 


Blue,”  “Latin  Rules,”  and 
“Sumus  Primi.”  The  football 
band  played  its  songs,  people 
applauded  the  Step  Squad  and 
the  cheerleaders  for  their  per¬ 
formances,  and  each  member 
of  the  BLS  football  team  was 
introduced  to  booming  cheers. 
Somewhere  in  there  was  some 
school  spirit. 

This  is  what  people  have 


been  looking  forward  to  all  year. 
It  was  an  event  that  generated 
school  spirit  at  a  school  sorely 
lacking  in  that  department.  It 
was  an  event  at  which  people 
were  proud  to  say  things  like 
“Latin  Rules”  and  “Sumus 
Primi.”  It  generated  enthusi¬ 
asm  for  a  hardworking  team 
that  rarely  gets  noticed,  and  a 
hardworking  band,  Step  Squad, 


and  cheerleading  crew  that  get 
even  less  attention.  It  was  a 
chance  for  the  football  team  to 
thank  people  who  supported 
them  all  year.  It  was  a  fun,  one- 
period  event  before  a  nice  va¬ 
cation  held  on  a  day  on  which 
not  much  teaching  gets  done. 

Maybe  it  would’ve  made 
more  sense  if  underclassmen 
were  allowed  to  go. 


Mitty  Breaks  the  News 

r>  n  i  /  n  I  k  /n  o  H  \  /  **  /N  /n  i  \  . 


MITTY  AT  HIS  HISTORIC  PRESS  CONFERENCE 


By  Mitty,  ? 

Assistant  Sports  Editor 

Oh,  two  articles  and  two 
major  blows  to  my  ego.  Once  a 
confident  fellow,  I  have  just 
received  another  installment  in 
what  has  been  a  string  of 
detrimental  occurrences  in  my 
life.  As  many  of  you  know,  and 
some  of  you  do  not,  the  seniors 
recently  had  a  special  senior 
superlative  form  in  which  they 
nominated  people  for  important 


categories  like  best  body  in 
the  senior  class,  best  looking, 
and  best  hair.  Well,  to  make 
a  long  story  short,  I  have  just 
received  news  that  I  was  not 
even  nominated  for  best  rear 
view.  I  hope  you  will  all  join 
me  now  in  a  moment  of 
silence. 

Moving  onto  happier 
news,  my  heart  grew  to  three 
times  its  original  size  when  I 
read  your  words  of  sympathy 
following  my  last  article.  I 


have  already  received  two 
letters  from  my  fanbase,  and  for 
that  I  am  thankful. 

However,  I  have  also 
gotten  some  nasty  threats  from 
people  telling  me  they  would 
like  to  see  an  end  to  my  bi¬ 
monthly  article.  Upon  hearing 
these  words,  my  heart  shrank 
back  to  its  original  size.  On  a 
different  note,  I  have  to  set  up 
an  appointment  with  my 
cardiologist. 

In  the  last  two  months,  I 
have  been  rejected  by  the 
ladies  because  I  was  too  short 
and  too  light-skinned,  have 
been  rebuked  in  my  bids  for  the 
best  rear  view  in  the  senior 
class,  and  have  been  told  that 
there  are  those  who  do  not  care 
for  my  articles.  So,  it  is  with 
great  sadness  that  I,  much  like 
Michael  Jordan  (who  I  have 
been  compared  to  at  times,)  am 
announcing  that  at  the  end  of 
the  school  year  I  will  retire. 


Girls  B-Ball 
Ready  for  the 
Payoff 


By  Mark  Higgins,  I 

Staff  Writer 

The  Girls  Varsity  Basketball 
Squad  turned  around  last  year. 
After  not  making  the  playoffs 
the  previous  few  years  after  a 
run  of  DCL  Championships  in 
the  mid-90’s,  the  Lady 
Wolfpack  returned  to  the 
playoffs.  This  year  figures  to 
be  even  better.  Losing  only 
three  seniors  from  last  year’s 
squad,  the  only  way  for  them 
to  go  is  up.  For  the  last  two 
years,  the  team  has  been  in 
rebuilding  mode.  Now  it  is  time 
for  that  rebuilding  to  pay  off,  as 
the  once  young  inexperienced 
players  are  now  hardened 


veterans.  Led  by  Captains  Alex 
Allukian  (I),  Catherine  Stone  (I), 
and  Stephanie  Menakis  (I),  the 
Lady  Wolfpack  is  fielding  a  very 
similar  team  this  year.  For 
years  Westford,  a  perennial 
power  in  the  DCL,  has 
graduated  many  of  its  starters 
from  last  year.  According  to 
Allukian,  they  are  really  the  only 
obstacle  standing  in  the 
Wolfpack’s  way.  Boston 
English  is  also  on  the  schedule 
this  year,  one  of  the  many 
games  that  are  circled  on  the 
schedule.  Girls  Basketball  is 
the  sport  to  watch  this  winter. 
Come  catch  them  every 
Tuesday  and  Thursday. 
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Boys 

Basketball 

By  Shawn  Guan,  I 

Staff  writf.r 

Last  year,  the  Varsity 
Boys  Basketball  Team 
struggled  to  a  0-20  record. 
They  can’t  be  blamed  because 
the  rest  of  the  league  was 
dominated  by  teams  mostly 
composed  of  seniors.  On  the 
otherhand,  the  BLS  team, 
while  talented,  is  generally 
young  and  in¬ 
experienced. 

This 
year,  things 
should  be 
better.  First, 
they  can’t  do 
worse  than 
last  year. 

Even  though 
the  team  is 
still  mainly 
underclass¬ 
men,  most  of  I 
the  players 
have  had  one 
year  of  expe¬ 
rience  in  the 
league.  The 
BLS  JV  Bas¬ 
ketball  Team 
also  had  a 
great  season 
last  year. 

This  year,  a 
lot  of  those  JV  kids  should  be 
on  the  Varsity  team.  Finally, 
the  rest  of  the  league  should 
be  weaker.  All  of  the  other 
teams’  great  senior  players  are 
gone  this  year,  so  the  Wolfpack 
will  be  more  evenly  matched 
up.  They  might  not  do  great, 
but  they  will  be  competitive  and 
win  their  share  of  games. 

Even  though  there  are 
many  factors  working  in  favor 
for  the  team  this  year,  it  is  still 
too  early  to  accurately  predict 
what  will  happen  this  year. 
Luckily  for  Coach  McNamara 
and  BLS  fans,  there  will  be  a 
lot  of  talent  to  work  with.  The 
basketball  season  starts  in  De¬ 
cember.  I’d  reserve  my  play¬ 
off  tickets  now.  (Oh,  wait.  The 
games  are  admission-free.  Yet 
another  reason  why  school 
sports  rule. .  .unlike  those  over¬ 
priced  games  like  the  loser 
Red  Sox.) 

Boys 

Wrestling 

By  Kassie  Skipper,  II 


WHEN  THE  ARGO  WENT  TO  PRESS, 
PLAYERS  WERE  WORKING  HARD  IN 
TEAM  TRYOUTS  LIKE  THIS  ONE. 


Winter 

Valenzuela  (I),  Brain  Nowak  (II) 
and  Nate  Jackson  (II),  all  ex¬ 
pressed  high  hopes  and  excite¬ 
ment  for  the  upcoming  season. 
Some  of  the  goals  that  Coach 
Gibbons  has  laid  out  for  the 
boys  include  sending  a  few 
guys  to  place  in  the  finals  at 
Sectionals  and  closing  the  sea¬ 
son  with  a  winning  record.  The 
team  sent  four  boys  to 
Sectionals  last  season  and  two 
of  them,  Valenzuela  and 
Nowak,  qualified  for  and  com¬ 
peted  in  the 
State  meet. 

Prac¬ 
tices  have  al¬ 
ready  begun 
and  the  team 
has  around 
twenty  mem¬ 
bers.  Some 
of  the  hopeful 
State  qualifi¬ 
ers  this  year 
include  Jack- 
son  ,  Yemi 
Owolewa  (I), 
Nate  Allukian 
(III)  and  Steve 
£  Armandt  (III). 
Valenzuela 
and  Nowak 
hope  to  once 
again  qualify 
for  the  tourna¬ 
ment.  While 
most  of  us 
have  seen,  heard  or  even 
smelled  the  wrestling  team  as 
they  practice  each  day  after 
school  in  the  gym,  few  realize 
how  physically  and  mentally 
challenging  wrestling  really  is. 
Jackson  put  it  well  when  he 
said,  “Every  time  you  compete, 
you  need  to  control  and  work 
every  fiber  in  your  body  for  six 
minutes  straight.”  Practices 
consist  of  running,  drills,  push¬ 
ups,  sit-ups,  and  this  year  the 
team  will  begin  lifting  weights. 
Nowak  was  able  to  sum  it  all 
up  in  saying,  “Wrestling  is  one 
of  the  most  demanding  sports 
you  can  do  and  the  team 
sweats  it  out  day  in  day  out.” 
The  Boys  Wrestling  Team  at 
BLS  is  a  testament  to  this  state¬ 
ment  and  they  are  hopeful  that 
in  2003,  as  it  has  in  years  past, 
all  the  hard  work  and  effort  will 
pay  off. 

Girls 

Hockey 

By  David  Biele,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Contributing  Writer 

Having  lost  only  three  se¬ 
niors  from  last  year  and  pre¬ 
paring  to  welcome  their  new 
coach,  Jeff  Gibbons,  the  Boys 
Wrestling  Team  is  optimistic 
about  the  upcoming  season. 
Coach  Gibbons  used  to 
wrestle  for  Boston  College  and 
coach  wrestling  at  Boston  Col¬ 
lege  High  School.  While  last 
year  was  a  successful  and  fun 
season  the  team  hopes  to  im¬ 
prove  their  record  and  take 
more  competitors  to  Sectionals 
and  the  State  Tournament. 
The  team  ended  last  year’s 
season  with  a  record  of  4-8. 
This  season’s  captains,  Jose 


After  last  year’s  incredible 
season  which  culminated  with 
the  Division  I  State  Title,  the 
girls’  hockey  team  is  looking  to 
continue  their  success.  Al¬ 
though  the  team  has  yet  to  take 
the  ice  for  a  game,  hopes  are 
high  for  this  year’s  squad. 

Leading  the  way  this  sea¬ 
son  are  returning  senior  Cap¬ 
tains  Kerry  Brennan,  Courtney 
Carthas,  and  Aislinn  Doherty.  In 
addition,  junior  defensman 
Catherine  Foley  and  sophomore 
defenseman  Katie  Balaconis 
along  with  returning  veterans 
Molly  Tobin  and  Amy  Kotowski 
are  players  that  will  be  an  inte¬ 
gral  part  of  the  team.  These 


Sports 

players  combine  to  contribute 
to  an  excellent  all-around  team. 
With  the  departure  of  Helen 
McCarthy,  the  Wolfpack  will 
have  a  new  goalie,  freshman 
Mariella  Collins.  “She  looks 
good  in  net.  She’s  a  hard  work¬ 
ing  player  and  I  think  she  will 
do  extremely  well  for  us,”  notes 
Kerry  Brennan. 

The  season  has  yet  to  be¬ 
gin,  but  the  team  is  determined 
to  be  the  best.  There  have 
been  many  intense  captains’ 
practices  that  have  helped  this 
team  come  away  with  a  good 
feeling  for  the  upcoming  sea¬ 
son.  There  is  also  a  strong 
sense  of  camaraderie.  “We 
have  to  continue  working  to¬ 
gether  as  one  and  respecting 
one  another  in  order  to  be  a 
great  team,”  says  Brennan. 

Well,  all  the  pieces  are  in 
order  for  another  great  exciting 
season  of  hockey:  leadership, 
talent,  and  a  true  sense  of 
team.  The  forecast  looks  good 
for  the  Lady  Wolfpack  this  year. 

Boys 

Swimming 

By  Caroline  Sullivan,  III 

Contributing  Writer 

The  Boys’  Swimming  and 
Diving  Team  is  looking  forward 
to  a  great  season.  Led  by  cap¬ 
tains  Ben  Dockery  (I),  John 
Moore  (I)  and  Jimmy  Sun  (I), 
the  Wolfpack  will  have  strong 
leadership  this  season. 

Despite  going  3-9  last 
season,  the  record  does  not  re¬ 
flect  the  effort  and  hard  work 
that  was  put  into  the  season. 
The  Wolfpack  hopes  to  con¬ 
tinue  their  determination  this 
year.  Because  there  are  many 
newcomers  to  the  team,  this 
year  will  be  a  building  year.  The 
new  swimmers  will  gain  the  ex¬ 
perience  they  need  and  will 
hopefully  become  a  powerful 
team  in  the  future. 

Although  he  is  the  only 
diver  on  the  team,  Jeff  Hull  (III) 
has  been  a  great  asset.  Last 
year,  Hull  placed  9th  in  the  DCL 
Championships  and  1 3th  in  the 
State  tournament.  Hull  should 
have  another  great  season  with 
the  skills  that  he  gained  last 
year. 

With  the  experience  that 
the  existing  members  of  the 
team  gained  last  season  and  all 
the  hard  work  that  was  put  into 
the  season,  everyone  is  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  watching  the 
Wolfpack  swimming  succeed  in 
the  future. 

Indoor 

Track 

By  Colin  Santangelo,  V 

Contributing  Writer 

The  Boston  Latin  indoor 
track  team  has  a  prestigious 
history  of  wins  behind  it.  Almost 
every  year,  team  members  are 
selected  to  compete  on  the 
state,  and  then  national,  level. 
This  year  though,  the  track 
team  will  have  its  work  cut  out 


Sports 


for  them.  They  are  in  the  midst 
of  rebuilding,  adjusting  to  a  new 
coach,  and  facing  a  whole  new 
batch  of  competition. 

Although  the  team  hopes 
to  make  it  to  the  playoffs,  Liz 
Tricco  says  that  that  might  be 
a  far  stretch.  “Our  record  may 
not  be  as  good  as  we  hope  it 
will  be,  but  we  have  to  adjust 
to  a  new  coach  and  younger 
players.”  As  to  what  the  com¬ 
petition  will  be  like  this  year,  Liz 
has  no  idea.  “Just  as  we  are 
rebuilding  our  team  with 
younger  runners,  almost  all  the 
other  schools  are  as  well. 
Whether  the  competition  is  bet¬ 
ter  or  worse  I  just  don’t  know.” 
Unfortunately,  last  year’s  team 
was  made  up  mostly  of  seniors, 
so  now  the  team  is  going 
through  a  re-constructing  pe¬ 
riod  and  is  mostly  made  up  of 
9th  and  10th  graders.  Nonethe¬ 
less,  the  team  should  do  well 
due  to  the  experience  of  return¬ 
ing  members  Annie  Roddy  and 
Liz  Tricco  and  the  good  coach¬ 
ing  staff  at  BLS.  No  matter  how 
they  do,  the  important  thing  is 
that  the  runners  have  fun.  I,  at 
least,  wish  them  well. 

Boys 

Hockey 

By  Owyn  Stephens,  V 

Contributing  Writer 


After  last  year’s  10-5-7 
record  and  quarterfinal  exit  to 
rival  Sandwich  in  the  Eastern 
Massachusetts  tournament,  the 
BLS  boy’s  hockey  team  is  look¬ 
ing  to  improve. 

Head  coach  Dave 
Coleman,  currently  in  his  35th 
year,  says  “the  offense  needs 
some  help  with  scoring  punch 
and  the  defense  is  the  team’s 
strong  point.”  Coleman  also  re¬ 
marked  “I’m  hoping  to  get  some 
help  from  last  year’s  JV  team.” 

Leading  this  year’s  team 
will  be  returning  seniors  Jack 
Owens,  a  Dual  County  League 
all-star  who  netted  thirteen 
goals,  co-captaind  defenseman 
Bill  Carr,  and  co-captain  Dual 
County  League  all-star 
defenseman  Rob  Fitzpatrick.  In 
goal  will  be  junior  John  Bruno 
and  senior  David  Biele.  Also  the 
team  has  some  young  support 
in  freshman  Tom  DeRossa,  who 
netted  three  goals  last  year  and 
forward  junior  Jeff  Donaldson. 
Helping  out  on  defense  along 
with  captains  Carr  and 
Fitzpatrick,  will  be  Eric  Aldag 
and  Tom  Flannigan,  both  of 
whom  were  on  last  year’s 
squad. 

The  team  is  hoping  to 
come  up  big  in  essential  games, 
as  they  did  last  year  when  they 
beat  non-league  rivals  Franklin 
and  Canton  each  by  scores  of 
4-1.  The  team,  which  is  cur¬ 
rently  in  division  two  in  the  DCL, 
is  up  against  a  strong  group  of 
teams  within  their  league  such 
as  Danvers,  who  shocked  Latin 
in  the  state  finals  two  years  ago, 
Andover,  and  Westford.  The 
team  went  4-3-3  in  the  league 
last  year  and  is  looking  to  im¬ 
prove  upon  that  record. 


Spotlight 


Kasia  Preneta 

By  Colleen  Keller,  I 

Contributing  writer 

Whether  serving  up  a 
volleyball,  racing  across  the 
tennis  court,  or  writing  Modern 
European  essays,  Senior  Kasia 
Preneta  is  always  determined 
to  do  her  best  and  to  succeed. 

Kasia  was  introduced  to 
tennis  ten  years  ago  and  has 
been  playing  ever  since;  her 
parents  signed  her  up  for 
tournaments  and  she  wowed 
the  audience  with  unexpected 
talent  with  the  racket.  Kasia 
has  played  on  the  Latin  Varsity 
Tennis  team  since  she  was  a 
sixie  and  has  been  an  All-star 
since  then  as  well.  She  has 
been  awarded  Most  Valuable 
Player  every  year  since  9m 
grade  and  continues  to  be  a 
competitive  player  ranking  5th  in 
the  New  England  Girls  Division. 
Kasia  is  one  of  the  captains  of 
the  Tennis  team,  was  deemed 
Boston  Globe’s  All-Scholastic 
Athlete  last  year,  and  is  ranked 
number  203  in  the  nation! 

Tennis  is  a  spring  sport  at 
BLS,  but  for  Kasia,  it  is  all  year 
round.  Kasia  practices  at  least 
fifteen  hours  a  week, 
impressive  considering  a 
difficult  course  load  that 
includes  four  AP  Classes.  Last 
April,  Kasia  won  the  National 
Open,  played  in  Georgia.  She 
came  back  from  being  seated 
14th  of  64  to  number  one. 

Kasia  attributes  her 
success  to  her  determination  on 
the  court  and  her  focus  on  the 
ball.  “I’m  not  a  hard  hitter,  but  I 
run  the  ball  down  and  give  a  lot 
back  to  my  opponent.” 

Kasia  also  plays  on  the 
Varsity  Volleyball  team  for  Latin. 
As  with  tennis,  Kasia  excels  at 
volleyball  and  has  been  an  All- 
Star  both  her  Junior  and  Senior 
years.  Some  words  of  wisdom 
from  this  champion  player:  “Try 
hard  and  you  will  get  it.  If  you 
really  want  to  do  something, 
focus  and  practice,  and  you  will 
get  it.” 

Kasia  travels  to  Poland  for 
the  summer,  where  she  excels 
at  Polish  Folk  dancing,  but  even 
then,  she  takes  time  from  her 
vacation  to  practice  tennis. 
Kasia  plans  to  play  tennis  and 
volleyball  in  college  as  well. 
She  is  an  excellent  example  of 
the  phrase  “Practice  makes 
perfect.”  _ 


Sports  Question  for 
the  Month 

Who  is  more  important  to  the 
Argo,  Rob  Fitzpatrick  or  Mitty? 

Votes  can  be  cast  in  the 
designated  box  on  the  senior 
bulletin  board. 

Thank  You 
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A&E 

The  Homeric  Revelations 


Spotlight 

Joe  Graham-Felsen 


By  Glen  Ryan,  1 

Contributing  Writer 


I  remember  back  in  the 
day  when  Joe  Graham- 
Felsen’s  stick  figures  were  im¬ 
pressive  in  comparison  to  those 
of  others  in  our  second  grade 
class,  and  how  he  had  this  un¬ 
canny  ability  to  create,  an  abil¬ 
ity  which  has  expanded  pro¬ 
foundly  since  then.  Over  time, 
he  has  calmly  explored  new 
ends  with  a  profound  sense  of 
mastery.  His  facility  with  the  vi¬ 
sual  arts,  not  to  mention  the 
breadth  of  his  artistic  talent, 
truly  never  ceases  to  amaze 
me.  Without  his  talent,  inspira¬ 
tion,  and  support,  I  never  would 
have  found  the  world  of  art  for 
myself. 

Joe  has  dabbled  in  draw¬ 
ing,  sculpture  and,  most  im¬ 
pressively,  painting.  All  of  his 
paintings  contain  their  own 
unique  identity  and  style.  His 
distinctive  mark  has  gained  him 
acclaim  in  various  art  competi¬ 
tions  such  as  two  silver  keys  in 
the  Scholastic  Art  Awards  and 
a  finalist  spot  in  a  national  sail 
design  competition.  Further¬ 
more,  Joe  is  a  member  of  the 
Mural  Crew,  a  group  of  artists 
that  travels  throughout  the  Bos¬ 
ton  area,  brightening  commu¬ 
nities  with  their  painting.  Re¬ 
gardless  of  where  Joe  is  apply¬ 
ing  his  skill,  he  is  inevitably  suc¬ 
cessful. 

More  important  than  his 
material  accomplishments  is 
Joe’s  love  of  expression 
through  art.  He  has  created  and 
surpassed  his  own  boundaries 
over  the  years.  From  his  el¬ 
egantly  rendered  paintings  to  a 
tiny  scribble  on  a  torn  piece  of 
notebook  paper,  Joe's  works 
are  always  stunning  and  alive 
with  energy.  Joe’s  brilliance  has 
even  touched  some  of  the  fac¬ 
ulty  members  at  Latin,  such  as 
Ms.  Judi  Freeman.  Ms.  Free¬ 
man  says  that  Joe  is  “the  most 
gifted  artist  I’ve  seen  in  my  time 
at  Boston  Latin;  he  could  cer¬ 
tainly  hold  his  own  among  the 
contemporary  artists  whose  ex¬ 
hibitions  I  organized  as  a  mu¬ 
seum  curator.” 

I've  sat  on  a  stool  during 
art  class  and  simply  watched 
Joe  as  he  worked  with  cool  ca¬ 
pability.  He  retracts  into  his  own 
creativity  and  is  immersed  in 
emotional  expression.  I’ve 
gained  immeasurable  skill  by 
simply  observing  or  from  sub¬ 
mitting  myself  to  his  rather  blunt 
but  meaningful  critique.  In  the 
years  that  I  have  been  friends 
with  Joe,  I  have  seen  virtually 
every  piece  of  work  he  has  cre¬ 
ated  with  his  skillful  hands.  Joe 
has  both  the  potential  and  the 
facility  to  succeed.  Whether  you 
like  Joe’s  art  or  not,  you  can’t 
deny  his  great  talent  or  the  fact 
that  Joe  continually  strives  to 
“keep  it  real." 


By  Erin  Durkin,  II,  & 
Yuan  Zhang,  II 

Staff  Writers 


“When  you  think  about 
it,  mud’s  nothing  but  wet  dirt.” 

Many  consider  BLS  a 
great  center  of  intellect.  When 
it  comes  to  tests,  SAT  scores, 
and  college  admission  statis¬ 
tics,  sumus,  in  fact,  primi.  But 
only  the  most  erudite  among  us 
have  the  intellectual  capacity 
necessary  to  appreciate  the 
genius  that  is  The  Simpsons. 

From  human  nature  to 
the  theory  of  capitalism  to 
man’s  subconscious  impulse 
towards  self-destruction,  the 
show  teaches  us  to  think.  “You 
two  have  to  shove  the  crayon 
back  into  my  brain  and  make 
me  stupid  again,”  Homer 
pleads,  elucidating  a  theory  on 
the  merits  of  intelligence  that 
probably  festers  in  the  minds  of 
more  people  than  will  admit  it. 
Yet  by  delving  into  the  vault  of 
Simpsons-isms,  we  can  find 
enlightening  commentary  on 
diverse  intellectual  topics. 
“Mmmm... forbidden  donut,” 
Homer  proclaims,  encapsulat¬ 
ing  the  innate  attractiveness  of 
all  that  is  considered  sinful,  an 
urge  that  has  haunted  human¬ 
kind  since  the  time  of  Adam  and 


By  Rob  Winikates  II 

Staff  writer 


By  now,  we  have  all  wit¬ 
nessed  Public  Declamation  -  a 
tradition  at  BLS  since  the  19th 
century.  One  must  audition  be¬ 
fore  two  judges  to  be  chosen 
to  participate.  So  why  should 
you  try  out  for  Public  Declama¬ 
tion?  In  the  words  of  Dr.  Carroll 
the  younger,  “It  pays  to  de¬ 
claim.”  Many  scholarships 
worth  thousands  of  dollars  re¬ 
late  to  Public  Declamation.  The 
best  declaimer  wins  the 
Cornelius  Martin  Sullivan 
Award.  Also,  declaimers  are 
eligible  for  the  Rogers  Fund, 
which  encompasses  aspects  of 
public  speaking  like  foreign 
declamation  and  debating. 

Alumni  want  their  dona¬ 
tions  to  go  to  seniors,  who  will 
use  the  money  toward  college. 


Eve.  After  all,  would  the  furtive 
unwrapping  of  Twix  bars  pro¬ 
duce  such  an  adrenaline  rush 
were  it  not  for  the  lurking  fear 
of  angry  teachers  proclaiming 
that  there  is  absolutely  no  eat¬ 
ing  allowed  in  the  classroom? 
The  greatest  triumph  is  attain¬ 
ing  what  soci¬ 
ety  puts  be¬ 
yond  your 
reach.  The 
candy  bar,  the 
apple  from  the 
tree  of  knowl¬ 
edge  and,  of 
course,  the 
forbidden  do¬ 
nut  -  we  want 
them  because  we  cannot  have 
them.  Eric  Langmuir  may  opine 
that  “A  decision  without  the 
pressure  of  consequence  is 
hardly  a  decision  at  all,”  but 
Homer’s  “Mmm,  forbidden 
donut,”  is  much  more  eloquent, 
ever  inspiring  us  to  strive  for 
more  than  the  world  allocates 
us. 

The  intricacies  of  hu¬ 
man  nature  may  seem  impos¬ 
sibly  complex  and  incompre¬ 
hensible  to  the  average  Joe,  but 
to  the  average  Homer  they  are 
clear  as  day.  Man  often  does 
not  perceive  the  implications  of 
his  desires:  his  wants  are  im¬ 
pulsive,  insensible,  and  even 


But  never  fear,  aspiring  de¬ 
claimers!  It  is  worth  your  while 
to  participate  as  an  underclass¬ 
man,  honing  your  declaiming 
skills  before  you  have  prize 
money  riding  on  the  line.  The 
goal  is  to  make  your  cumula¬ 
tive  score  as  high  as  possible, 
so  you  can  qualify  for  Prize 
Declamation.  To  get  the  per¬ 
spective  of  someone  who  has 
been  through  the  process  I  in¬ 
terviewed  Johnny  B.  Greene  (I). 
Here  is  what  he  had  to  say. 

RW:  What  is  the  toughest 
part  of  public  declamation? 

JG:  The  toughest  part  is 
making  the  judges  and  the  au¬ 
dience  relate  to  the  emotion  in 
your  piece.  If  they  do  not  feel 
some  sort  of  connection  to  the 
piece  then  they  will  just  tune 
you  out. 

RW:  What  makes  you 
want  to  do  public  declamation? 

JG:  I  love  speaking  in 


self-destructive.  The  insightful 
Professor  Frink  offers,  “Since 
the  beginning  of  time,  man  has 
yearned  to  destroy  the  sun.” 
Humanity  will  drunkenly  cut  off 
its  nose  to  spite  its  face  -  and 
will  do  so  willingly  and  oblivi¬ 
ously.  A  human’s  intelligence  is 
what  differenti¬ 
ates  him  from  a 
primate,  who 
shares  98  per¬ 
cent  of  his  ge¬ 
netic  code.  But  it 
is  also  this  intel¬ 
ligence  that 
gives  him  the 
ability  to  de¬ 
ceive.  If  nothing 
else,  animals  are  honest;  man 
is  the  only  species  that  sees  the 
virtue  in  mendacity.  To  wit,  in 
the  immortal  words  of  Homer: 
“But  Marge,  weaseling  out  of 
things  is  what  makes  humans 
better  than  all  the  other  ani¬ 
mals...  except  the  weasels.” 

For  those  not  philo¬ 
sophically  inclined,  (you  shal¬ 
low  donkeys,  you),  The 
Simpsons  also  offers  simple 
tutorials  on  the  workings  of  the 
market  economy.  Rummaging 
in  the  couch  cushions  for  a  lost 
peanut  and  instead  coming  up 
with  a  twenty  dollar  bill,  Homer 
complains,  “Aww,  twenty  dol¬ 
lars.  But  I  wanted  a  peanut.”  His 


front  of  people.  I  used  to  act 
when  I  was  younger.  I  think  this 
is  just  the  next  step  for  me.  I’m 
also  interested  in  running  for 
public  office.  Being  a  good  pub¬ 
lic  speaker  is  key  to  this. 

RW:  How  do  you  pick  a 
declamation  piece  for  a  compe¬ 
tition? 

JG:  I  first  look  at  the  date 
of  the  competition  and  see  if 
there  are  any  important  histori¬ 
cal  events  that  took  place  close 
to  that  date.  For  example,  this 
year’s  first  public  declamation 
occurred  about  a  month  after 
the  one-year  anniversary  of  the 
9/1 1  attacks.  So  I  picked  a 
speech  given  at  Harvard’s  com¬ 
mencement  last  June,  “Ameri¬ 
can  Jihad.”  The  second  thing  I 
look  for  when  selecting  a  piece 
is  whether  it  interests  me. 

RW:  What  do  you  think 
about  the  process  of  public  dec¬ 
lamation?  How  can  it  be  im- 


brain  begins  to  whirl:  “Twenty 
dollars  can  buy  many  peanuts.” 
He  demands,  “Explain  how!” 
when  his  brain  offers  such  an 
alien  concept.  His  profound 
brain  states  “Money  can  be 
exchanged  for  goods  and 
services.”  Clearly  a  reflection 
on  capitalism,  this  highly  profit¬ 
able  scheme  could  only  be 
thought  of  by  his  ingenuity. 

Human  intellect  has 
found  numerous  ways  to  judge 
and  measure  itself.  The  I.Q. 
has  long  been  considered  an 
accurate  measure  of  intelli¬ 
gence.  More  recently,  the  E.Q. 
has  emerged  to  evaluate  a 
person’s  emotional  health.  For 
the  truly  well  rounded,  we  now 
propose  the  S.Q.  -  the 
indispensible  Simpsons  Quo¬ 
tient  -  to  complete  the  trinity. 
Cicero  said,  “Natura  inest  in 
mentibus  nostris  insatiabilis 
quaedam  cupiditas  veri 
videndi.”  (Nature  has  planted 
in  our  minds  the  insatiable  long¬ 
ing  to  see  the  truth.)  In  The 
Simpsons,  we  find  a  crescendo 
of  truths;  our  insatiable  longing 
for  knowledge  is  at  least  tem¬ 
porarily  satiated.  Homer  can 
well  be  considered  the  drop- 
dead  gorgeous,  bald-headed, 
mu-mu  wearing  muse  for  our 
generation. 


proved? 

JG:  Public  declamation  is 
run  well.  However,  there  is  al¬ 
ways  room  for  improvements. 
Two  areas  come  to  mind:  time 
and  judging.  The  rules  state 
that  a  piece  should  be  no  longer 
than  two  minutes  and  thirty  sec¬ 
onds  and,  if  it  is,  that  points 
should  be  deducted  by  the 
judges.  However,  some  de¬ 
claimers  go  over  this  limit  regu¬ 
larly  and  rarely  are  there  con¬ 
sequences.  I  believe  that  more 
can  and  should  be  done  by  Dr. 
Lambert  and  Dr.  Carroll  to  en¬ 
force  this  rule.  I  would  like  to 
see  different  teachers  be 
judges.  There  should  be  one 
judge  each  from  the  English, 
History,  and  Music/Fine  Arts 
departments.  If  different  judges 
cannot  be  found,  the  school 
should  look  to  college  profes¬ 
sors  or  public  figures  from 
across  Boston. 


The  Battle  Has  Begun 


By  Bieta  Andemariam,  II 

Contributing  Writer 

At  6  p.m.  on  Friday,  No¬ 
vember  22,  BLS’s  first  Battle  of 
the  Bands  went  up  in  the  Black 
Box,  which  was  crowded  with 
fans,  supporters  and  general 
music  lovers.  Judging  by  the  big 
turnout,  the  Battle  fulfilled  the 
desire  of  many  at  BLS  to  see 
some  bands  featuring  their  tal¬ 
ented  classmates. 

Due  to  some  bands  going 
overtime  at  last  year’s  Cabaret 
Night,  this  year’s  Cabaret  Night, 
which  took  place  on  December 
13,  allowed  no  bands  to  per¬ 


form.  However,  Student  Coun¬ 
cil  filled  the  void  by  brainstorm¬ 
ing  and  hosting  Battle  of  the 
Bands. 

Seven  bands  played  both 
original  and  cover  songs 
throughout  the  two  and  a  half 
hour  long  show.  The  perform¬ 
ers  included  the  rock  groups 
Brotons,  Cryptic  Warning,  The 
Futon  Police,  Squantum  Lady 
and  Strangled  with  a  Halo,  as 
well  as  the  “emo”  punk  band 
Kelly  and  the  Mammograms 
and  the  funk  fusion  band  CFS 
(Chronic  Funk  Syndrome  -  “it’s 
very,  very  contagious”).  Kelly 
Lydon,  lead  singer  of  Kelly  and 


the  Mammograms,  was  the 
only  female  onstage. 

Five  judges  -  Mr. 
Montague,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr. 


PREPARE  TO  BATTLE 


Snyder,  Katie  MacDonald  II, 
and  Kile  Miles  II  -  graded  the 
bands  on  their  technical  skill.  At 
the  end  of  the  show,  Student 


Council  tallied  the  scores  and 
the  show’s  co-hosts,  Alexandra 
Allukian  and  Melissa  Gallagher, 
announced  the  Judges’  Winner. 
The  audience  also  got  to 
choose  a  winner  after  hearing 
the  bands.  Death  metal  band 
Cryptic  Warning  prevailed  as 
the  judges’  pick  for  best  band, 
while  the  pop-punk-rock  band 
The  Futon  Police  pulled  in  the 
popular  vote. 

Hopefully,  Student  Coun¬ 
cil  will  host  another  Battle  next 
year,  so  that  all  of  you  who  didn’t 
make  it  to  this  year’s  will  have 
the  chance  to  catch  this  intense 
and  fun-filled  event. 
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Big  Fat  Greek  Phenomenon 


Bv  Niki  Petridis,  I 


Contributing  Writer 

If  you  haven’t  yet  seen 
this  hilarious  film,  I  urge  you  to 
go  the  movies  at  once.  It’ll  be 
out  of  the  theaters  soon.  Yeah 
right,  who  am  I  kidding?  This 
seven-month-running,  $200- 
million-grossing  movie  will  be 
forever  imprinted  on  the 
cinema’s  billboard  sign,  hang¬ 
ing  as  proudly  as  the  Greek  flag 
draped  over  the  driveway  in  the 
movie. 

In  this  movie,  Toula 
Portokalis  (“Orange”  in  Greek), 
a  Greek  woman,  falls  in  love 
with  Ian,  an  American.  Thus 
ensues  a  series  of  attempts  to 
get  him  to  assimilate  into  her 
traditional  Greek  family. 

As  a  Greek,  it  was  won¬ 
derful  being  able  to  relate  to  a 


movie.  I  was  struck  by  the 
movie’s  veracity:  the  food,  the 
family’s  closeness  and  the  very 
way  of  life 
are  Greek. 

The  movie 
has  brought 
out  a  greater 
awareness 
of  Greek  cul¬ 
ture.  My 
friends  and  random  strangers 
ask  me  if  Greeks  are  really  that 
crazy.  Do  we  spit  and  use 
Windex  to  cure  all  ailments?  To 
clarify,  the  spitting  part  is  true, 
but  the  Windex  part  is  false.  My 
grandfather,  however,  lathers 
rubbing  alcohol  everywhere,  as 
if  it  were  water  or  aftershave. 

The  movie  presentation 
did  include  stereotypes,  like  the 
front  yard  littered  with  Greek 
statues  and  columns.  One  ste¬ 


reotype  I  found  objectionable 
was  the  idea  that  a  woman’s 
place  is  at  home  with  her  fam¬ 
ily,  and  that 
she  should  not 
get  an  educa¬ 
tion.  Without 
this  stereo¬ 
type,  however, 
the  movie 
would  lack  the 
mother’s  delightful  assertion 
that,  although  the  man  is  the 
head  of  the  family,  the  woman 
is  the  neck  that  turns  it. 

The  movie  really  re¬ 
minded  me  of  my  relatives.  Our 
family  gatherings  at  Easter  al¬ 
ways  involve  lamb  roasting.  All 
the  cousins  in  the  movie  are 
named  Nick;  I  myself  have  four 
cousins  named  Nick.  My  par¬ 
ents  are  obsessed  with  the 
roots  of  English  words  and  take 


pride  in  Greek  accomplish¬ 
ments.  Everyone  goes  to  Greek 
school  to  learn  Greek,  though 
not  with  a  teacher  who  empha¬ 
sizes  lambs  as  a  marriage 
dowry  or  the  importance  of 
learning  to  write  letters  in  Greek 
to  a  future  mother-in-law,  as 
Toula  does. 

This  film  has  enjoyed 
such  a  long  run  because  only 
the  Ouzo,  the  dancing  Zorba, 
and  the  lyre  make  it  Greek. 
Many  people  can  identify  with 
ugly-duckling-turned-swan 
Toula,  who  retains  her  sense  of 
self  even  when  she  has  found 
her  prince.  Many  people  can 
identify  with  the  values  and  love 
that  draw  every  family  close  to¬ 
gether.  This  movie  transcends 
being  Greek,  encompassing  all 
cultures. 


Do  WE  SPIT  AND  USE 

Windex  to  cure  all 

AILMENTS? 


Dance  Around  Town 


By  Masha  Zolotarev,  II 

Contributing  Writer 

Many  people  dance  at 
school  dances  and  under-21 
nightclubs  like  the  Bahama 
Beach  Club,  but  if  you  want  to 
learn  to  dance  professionally, 
there  are  many  dance  schools 
around  Boston.  These  schools 
offer  a  wide  variety  of  types  of 
dance:  classical  ballet,  tap, 
modern,  hip  hop,  jazz,  and  lyri¬ 
cal.  This  myriad  of  dance 
schools  is  a  great  resource  for 
anyone  who  loves  dance. 

Choosing  a  dance  school 
can  be  a  grueling  and  over¬ 
whelming  process,  as  there  is 
much  to  consider:  Are  the 
teachers  good  choregraphers? 
How  long  are  the  classes? 
Does  the  program  offer  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  perform  for  an  audi¬ 
ence?  How  close  is  the  school 
from  where  you  live?  Finally, 
how  much  is  all  this  going  to 
cost  you?  To  help  you  on  your 
way  into  the  intense  world  of 
dance,  the  following  is  an  out¬ 
line  of  Boston’s  dance  schools: 
their  programs,  classes  offered, 
schedules,  and  costs. 

1 .  Boston  Ballet 

If  your  passion  is  ballet, 
there  is  no  better  place  to  go. 
This  school,  founded  in  1963, 


focuses  entirely  on  the  tech¬ 
niques  of  ballet/pointe  and  of¬ 
fers  exceptional  choreography 
and  direction.  Boston  Ballet  is 
known  for  its  classical  reper¬ 
toire  and 
its  Wang 


Boston  Ballet  also  offers  com¬ 
munity  programs:  Citydance, 
which  introduces  ballet  to  5,600 
public  school  third  graders,  and 
Summer  Dance  Program,  an 
internationally  attended  and 
community-based  educational 
course. 

Loc.:  1 9  Clarendon  Street 
at  Warren  Avenue,  Boston’s 
South  End 

Phone#:  (617)  695-6950 

Web  site: 

www.bostonballet.com 

2.  Green  Street  Studios 

This  studio,  opened  in 
1992,  now  includes  15  teach¬ 
ers  offering  classes  in  modern 
dance,  floor  barre,  ballet,  yoga, 


pilates  and  more.  The  cost  is 
$1 0-$1 5  per  class. 

Loc.:  185  Green  Street  in 
Central  Square,  Cambridge 
Phone#:  (617)  864-3191 
Web  site: 

www.greenstreetstudios.com 

3.  The  Dance  Complex 
Founded  in  1991,  the 

Complex  contains  six  studios 
and  more  than  60  teachers, 
who  offer  lessons  in  hip-hop, 
yoga,  tap,  ballet,  modern 
dance,  flamenco,  African 
dance,  Calypso,  classical  In¬ 
dian,  Afro-Cuban,  hula,  stretch, 
salsa,  jazz,  Argentine  tango, 
and  belly  dancing  to  more  than 
1 ,000  pupils.  The  cost  is  $8-$1 3 
per  class. 

Loc.:  536  Massachusetts 
Avenue,  Cambridge 

Phone#:  (617)  547-9363 
Web  site: 

www.dancecomplex.org 

4.  Paulette  Dance  Studio 
The  studio  offers  classes 

in  ballet/pointe,  tap,  jazz,  hip- 
hop,  modern  dance,  and  musi¬ 
cal  theater.  This  non-competi¬ 
tive  school  has  21  teachers  and 
350  students,  and  puts  on  an 
annual  performance  in  June  at 
Brandeis  University.  There  are 
no  open  classes  and  enrollment 
for  the  program  runs  from  Sep¬ 


tember  to  June.  You  must  take 
ballet  to  take  any  other  class. 
Ballet  is  $600  per  year. 

Loc.:  Oak  Street,  off  of 
Needham  Street,  Newton 

5.  Jeannette  Neill  Dance 
Studio 

Founded  in  1 979,  this  stu¬ 
dio  is  known  for  its  superior  jazz 
classes,  but  aside  from  jazz,  it 
also  offers  classes  in  tap,  bal¬ 
let,  modern  dance,  theater,  hip- 
hop,  video  dance,  and  pilates. 
The  studio  also  offers  master 
classes  with  some  of  the  most 
respected  names  in  the  dance 
world,  such  as  Alvin  Ailey.  The 
studio  produces  two  semi-an¬ 
nual  performances  at  Boston 
University,  and  also  hosts  the 
annual  Boston  Summer  Dance 
Festival,  a  three-week  dance 
and  performance  workshop 
held  in  July.  Boston  Youth  is  a 
pre-professional  dance  pro¬ 
gram  for  teens  in  the  Boston 
area,  offering  subsidized  tuition 
to  all  participants.  The 
Jeannette  Neill  Dance  Studio 
has  twice  been  named  “Best  of 
Boston”  by  Boston  Magazine. 
Costs  range  from  $1 1  -$1 6  per 
class. 

Loc.:  261  Friend  St.  5/F 
at  North  Station 

Phone  #:  (617)  523-1355 

Website :  www.jndance.com 


Tis  the  Season  for  the  Holiday  Concert 


By  Katie  MacDonald,  II 

Staff  Writer 

This  year,  the  Holiday 
Concert  will  be  broken  up  into 
two  parts.  Part  I  will  be  on  De¬ 
cember  18th  at  6:30  p.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  Part  II  on  the  19th  at 
the  same  time. 

Tickets  for  each  concert 
are  seven  dollars  for  adults  and 
five  dollars  for  senior  citizens 
and  children.  The  December 
1 8th  line-up  includes  the  Class 
VI,  V  and  IV  Choruses,  the 
Training  Strings,  Class  V  Band, 
Junior  Band,  the  Flute  En¬ 
semble  and  the  Repertory 
Strings.  On  December  1 9th  the 
Gospel  Choir,  Chamber  Or¬ 
chestra,  Wolfettes,  Concert 
Choir,  Senior  Concert  Band, 


Wolftones,  Senior  String  En¬ 
semble  and  Show  Choir  will 
perform. 

Mr.  Simmons  directs 
Show  Choir,  Class  IV  Chorus, 
Concert  Choir  and  Gos¬ 
pel  Choir,  while  Ms. 
Fernandes  directs  the 
Class  V  and  VI  Cho¬ 
ruses.  The  audience 
should  expect  to  hear  fa¬ 
miliar  holiday  songs  from 
the  Class  IV  Chorus  this 
winter  and  varied  selec¬ 
tions  from  Concert  Choir,  rang¬ 
ing  from  the  traditional  “Halle¬ 
lujah  Chorus”  to  “The  Christ¬ 
mas  Song”.  Expect  “grooving 
and  singing”  from  Gospel  Choir. 
The  Wolftones  and  Wolfettes 
have  both  prepared  an  eclec¬ 
tic  mix  of  acappella  tunes.  No 


matter  what  they  do,  one  thing 
is  certain:  all  the  BLS  choirs  are 
going  to  have  an  amazing  year 
and  will  put  on  wonderful  per¬ 
formances  at  the  Holiday  Con¬ 
cert. 

Great  perfor¬ 
mances  can  also  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  the  instru¬ 
mental  end  of  the  BLS 
music  spectrum.  Mr. 
Harper,  director  of  the 
Class  V  Band  and  the 
Flute  Ensemble,  ex¬ 
pects  that  the  audience  will  be 
very  surprised  at  the  sound  of 
the  Class  V  Band  as  first  year 
performers.  They  will  be  per¬ 
forming  everything  from  show 
tunes  to  Christmas  carols.  The 
Flute  Ensemble  will  be  perform¬ 
ing  four  pieces,  including  “What 


Child  is  This?”  and  “The  First 
Noel.”  Mr.  Paul  Pitts,  director  of 
the  Junior  and  Senior  Concert 
Bands,  said  that  the  Junior 
Band  will  be  playing  pieces 
such  as  “American  Folk  Rhap¬ 
sody”  and  “St.  Louis  Blues.” 
Senior  Band  will  be  playing  a 
variety  of  challenging  pieces, 
including  “An  Irish  Rhapsody,” 
as  well  as  the  traditional  “Sleigh 
Ride.”  Ms.  White  is  directing  the 
Training  Strings,  the  Repertory 
Strings  and  the  Senior  String 
Ensemble,  and  serving  as  fac¬ 
ulty  advisor  for  the  Chamber 
Orchestra.  BLS  music  enthusi¬ 
asts  should  expect  perfor¬ 
mances  by  the  Big  Band  and 
the  Jazz  Ensemble  at  Jazz 
Night,  which  will  be  held  in 
January  or  February. 


Spotlight 

Genevieve 

Shattow 


By  Margaret  Wh  itson,  I 


Contributing  Writer 

To  undergo  all  the  trials 
and  tribulations  of  a  BLS  sixie 
and.  upon  entering  your  second 
year  at  the  school,  to  still  be 
able  to  call  purple  your  favorite 
color  is  an  uncommon  feat.  To 
be  able  to  say  the  same  thing 
halfway  though  your  senior 
year  here  can  mean  only  one 
thing:  your  name  is  Genevieve 
Shattow.  Genevieve  is  some¬ 
one  whom  generous  people  call 
strong-willed  and  others  might 
call  pig-headed.  She  wins  ar¬ 
guments  by  invoking  what  she 
likes  to  call  the  “Genevieve 
Clause.”  (Why?  Because  I’m 
Genevieve.) 

Well-known  for  her  aca¬ 
demic  achievements, 
Genevieve  brings  the  same  tal¬ 
ent,  energy  and  intelligence  to 
her  work  in  the  arts  at  BLS.  Ris¬ 
ing  up  from  humble  beginnings 
as  a  tree  in  a  pre-school  pro¬ 
duction  of  Where  the  Wild 
Things  Are ,  Genevieve  is  now 
working  tirelessly  as  a  BLS 
Drama  Club  producer,  fighting 
to  get  this  year’s  musical  off  the 
ground,  and  directing  The  Din¬ 
ing  Room,  a  series  of  vignettes 
about  the  changes  in  American 
family  dynamics  by  relating 
them  to  differing  attitudes  to¬ 
wards  a  traditional  dining  room, 
for  the  Massachusetts  High 
School  Drama  Guild  competi¬ 
tion.  “[The  Dining  Room]  pre¬ 
sents  a  challenge  to  me,  as  a 
director,  because  of  its  intricate 
characters  and  the  obstacle  of 
tying  its  abstract  concept  to  the 
concrete  values  it  is  trying  to 
convey,”  Genevieve  said.  “Oh, 
and  I  think  dining  rooms  are 
pretty.” 

Genevieve’s  previous 
work  both  on-and  off-stage  has 
been  considerable.  Last  year, 
she  performed  in  the  fall  pro¬ 
duction  of  You  Can’t  Take  It 
With  You  and  assistant-directed 
the  spring  musical  Little  Shop 
of  Horrors.  Off-stage, 
Genevieve  is  an  exceptional 
techie  with  experience  in  every¬ 
thing  from  lighting  to  set  design, 
and  particular  skill  in  costume 
design.  Having  previously 
made  an  antebellum  Southern 
debutante  dress  (complete  with 
crinoline)  and  an  Elizabethan 
court  dress,  she  is  currently  in 
the  middle  of  making  a  Victo¬ 
rian  dress  (complete  with  a 
bustle)  and  designing  her  own 
prom  dress  (and  mine  too,  if  I 
can  talk  her  into  it). 

If  Genevieve  were  a  natu¬ 
ral  disaster,  she  would  have 
enough  power  to  destroy  all  the 
major  metropoli  on  the  Eastern 
seaboard.  In  human  terms,  this 
translates  into  the  ability  to 
leave  BLS  still  loving  the  color 
purple  and  to  significantly 
change  the  Drama  Club  for  the 
better. 
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The  BPS/MFA  Scholarship  Program 


By  Yuan  Zhang,  II 

Staff  Writer 

The  MFA  Scholarship  Pro¬ 

gram  is  geared  toward  Boston 
Public  School  students  who 
want  to  study  the  arts  inten¬ 
sively.  Students  learn  at  the  Mu¬ 
seum  of  Fine  Arts  after  school 
every  Wednesday  to  Friday 
until  4:30  p.m.  Art  supplies  and 
assistance  in  preparing  a  port¬ 
folio  for  college  is  also  provided. 
Students  are  taught  in  studio 
classes,  divided  into  three  lev¬ 
els,  and  rotate  between  three 
different  teachers.  Topics  in¬ 
clude  drawing,  design,  painting, 
printmaking,  sculptures,  and 
many  other  creative  projects. 
Some  advantages  are  AP  credit 
and  a  chance  to  exhibit  per¬ 
sonal  works  at  the  MFA  every 
year. 


Why  should  you  devote 
so  much  time  every  week  to  the 
program?  Not  only  does  the 
program  give  vast  exposure  to 
the  art  world,  but  it  also 
strengthens  skills  for  college 
and  for  personal  doodles  es¬ 
sential  in  certain  calculus 
classes.  Students  learn  to  ap¬ 
preciate  different  aspects  of  art 
that  they  would  not  have  been 
aware  of  otherwise  ,  meet 
people  from  all  different 
schools,  have  an  outlet  to  re¬ 
lieve  stress,  create,  and  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  for  it.  The  teachers 
guide  rather  than  teach  -  there 
is  a  great  sense  of  creativity 
and  free  will,  and  everyone 
moves  at  his  or  her  own  pace. 
Ariane  Williams  (II)  said,  “It  is  a 
lot  of  time  to  devote  each  week, 
but  I  think  it’s  really  worth  it.  I 


do  some  really  amazing  things 
there,  meet  kind  and  inspiring 

people,  and  do  _ _ 

things  I  wouldn’t  oth¬ 
erwise  be  able  to  do. 

I  managed  to  really 
surpass  the  expec¬ 
tations  of  myself  be¬ 
cause  of  what  I 
learned  in  the  class.” 

The  MFA  Scholar¬ 
ship  Program  is  for 
anyone  who  has  a 
love  for  art. 

Auditions  will 
be  held  on  January 
30th  and  31  st.  Bring¬ 
ing  a  portfolio  is  op¬ 
tional.  Contact 
Cathy  Tossellini  to 
make  an  appoint¬ 
ment  at  (617)  635- 
9278  or  Yuan  Zhang 


in  homeroom  125. 
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BLS  Show  Choir-Full 


BY  NAFKOTE  TAMIRAT,  II  &  LILY  MOONEY,  II 


Of  "PIZAZZ 


// 


By  Katie  Macdonald,  II 

Staff  Writer 

The  BLS  Show  Choir  has 
been  known  for  years  as  a  daz¬ 
zling  group  filled  with  immense 
musical  talent,  snazzy  dance 
moves,  and  a  whole  lot  of  pi¬ 
zazz.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  “Pi¬ 
zazz”  is  just  the  name  that  the 
group  has  chosen  for  this  year. 
Since  Ms.  Fernandes  founded 
the  Show  Choir,  it  has  changed 
leadership  several  times;  past 
directors  have  included  Tim 
Grace  and  Valerie  Romain. 
This  year  the  vibrant  Mr. 
Simmons  leads  the  choir. 

Mr.  Simmons  hopes  to 
develop  the  choir’s  singing, 
technique  and  choreography 
throughout  the  year.  Above  all, 
he  wants  the  students  to  have 
fun  as  members  of  the  group. 
He  also  commented  that  they 


will  put  on  a  great  show  at  this 
year’s  Holiday  Concert,  filled 
with  dancing  and  fun.  At  the 
Holiday  Concert,  “Pizazz”  will  be 
performing  “Dancin’  in  the 


Street,”  “Stand  by  Me”  and 
“Fame.” 

The  weekend  of  Novem¬ 
ber  15-17,  the  ensemble  at¬ 
tended  the  Bay  State  Show 
Choir  Festival.  Their  perfor¬ 


mance  consisted  of  “Stand  by 
Me”  and  “Dancin’  in  the  Street”, 
as  well  as  “Ease  on  Down  the 
Road”  and  “Street  Party,”  col¬ 
laborating  with  other  choirs.  At 
the  Festival,  renowned  chore¬ 
ographers  and  vocal  teachers 
taught  the  choir.  Co-president 
of  “Pizazz”  Jacqueline 
Gallagher  (I)  says,  “This  year’s 
festival  went  very  well  and  we 
all  had  a  great  time  and 
learned  many  new  things.” 

Most  of  the  “ Pizazz ” 
members  are  graduating  se¬ 
niors.  New  members  would  be 
a  welcome  addition.  If  you  like 
to  sing  and  dance,  be  sure  to 
try  out!  Check  the  Daily  Bulle¬ 
tin  for  information  about  audi¬ 
tions  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Arts 

Opportunities  in 
Mattapan 


By  Nafkote  Tamirat,  II 

Assistant  A&E  Editor 

The  Klub:  Kids  Learning 
to  be  Upbeat  and  Beautiful  is 
the  Mattapan  Family  Service 
Center’s  out-of-school-time 
program  for  1 1  -to-1 7-year-olds, 
which  continues  in  its  seventh 
year  to  provide  arts-based  ac¬ 
tivities  for  its  members  as  well 
as  cultural  and  educational  field 
trips  and  workshops.  Initially 
funded  by  the  Reebok  Founda¬ 
tion,  The  Klub  has  received  ad¬ 
ditional  grants  from  The  Boston 
Foundation,  Hyams  Founda¬ 
tion,  John  Hancock  and  Schrafft 
Charitable  Trust. 

The  Children’s  Aid  Pro¬ 
gram  provides  children  with  HIV 


or  AIDS  afterschool  and  sum¬ 
mer  arts  programs,  as  well  as 
specialized  daycare.  It  is  lo¬ 
cated  on  River  Street. 

VSA  Arts  of  Massachu- 
setts:The  mission  guiding  VSA 
Arts  of  Massachusetts  :s  to 
serve  individuals  with  disabili¬ 
ties  by  creating  opportunities  for 
participation  in  the  arts  and 
integration  into  the  cultural  and 
educational  mainstream  of  our 
communities.  Through  collabo¬ 
rative  and  proactive  advocacy, 
VSA  Arts  helps  people  with  and 
without  disabilities  make  sys¬ 
temic  change  influencing  the 
quality  and  accessibility  of  cul¬ 
tural  and  educational  resources 
throughout  the  state  and  across 
the  nation. 


Art  or  Not:  Tattoos 


“Not  really,  because  artists  have  a  choice  of  subject,  but  a  person  in  a  tattoo  parlor  has  to  give  you  what  you  want.  Not  really  much  room  for  artistic  license  or 

creativity.”  -  Andrew  Freeman 


“Yeah,  because  it’s  an  act  of  living  art.  It’s  beautification  of  the  body,  and  a  lot  of  tattoos  are  really  complex  and  really  beautiful.  You 
just  have  to  be  comfortable  with  being  a  work  of  art.  It’s  art  because  it’s  the  creation  of  the  tattoo  artist.”  -  Eleni  Gaveras 

“Yes,  because  it  takes  artistic  talent  to  puUhem  on.”  -  Patricia  Dembro 

II 

“Some  tattoos  can  be  a  form  of  artistic  expression.  Some  people  just  write  their  names,  some  people  have  detailed  body  art.” 

-  Fahd  Abdus-Sabur 

“It  can  be  art,  because  not  anyone  can  do  it.  You  have  to  haye  talent  and  it  involves  creativity.”  -  William  Zolla 

“Yes,  if  someone  wants  to  express  themselves  on  their  skin,  it’s  better  than  messing  up  a  wall.  It  can  be  really  cool  sometimes.” 

-  Wintana  Girma 

“Yes,  it's  a  type  of  body  art.  It’s  painful  but  pretty. if  it’s  done  well.”  -  Yucong  Ma 
“I  wouldn’t  want  a  tattoo.  If  it’s  art  it’s  not  ruining  your  body.”  -  Paul  Wesley 
“No,  because  it’s  harming  somebody's  skin,  and  whenever  damage  is  involved  it’s  not  art.”  -  Christy  Li 


ieye 


“No,  because  if  they  were  art  they  would  be  respected  more.  I  consider  art  music  and  paintings.  [Tattoos]  are  just  plastered  to  your  skin.”  -  Pierran  Allen  Perrin 

“It  is  painful  art.  It's  art  for  some  people  if  people  like  it.  It’s  an  expression  of  themselves.”  -  Lindsey  Seger 

"Yeah,  they  are  a  form  of  art.  Its  a  way  of  expressing  oneself.  It’s  a  littlft  ccfrny  if  someone  gets  a  tattoo  that  somebody  else  has.  Someone  should  get  a  tattoo  that 

represents  himself.”  -  Daniel  Casey 


Compiled  by  Hana  Yoo.  I,  A&E  Editor,  and  Christine  Yoo,  V,  Contributing  Writer. 


BY  JOE  GRAHAM-FELSEN,  1 
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No  Money,  More  Problems 


By  Trude  Raizen  and 

Burt  carter.  III 

Staff  Writer  and  Layout  Editor 

Only  halfway  through  the 
school  year,  the  Boston  Public 
School  system  faces  a  budget 
shortfall  of  $15  million.  For  the 
academic  year  of  2003-2004, 
a  projected  $65  million  will  be 
cut  from  the  school  system’s 
$650  million  budget.  This 
number  could  increase  if  there 
are  further  cuts  made  by  the 
state,  and  it  seems  that  every 
day  Governor  Mitt  Romney 
makes  new  cuts.  Although  he 
claims  that  Chapter  70  educa¬ 
tion  funding  will  not  be 
touched,  this  money  is  only  a 
quarter  of  the  BPS  budget.  A 
large  portion  of  the  rest  comes 
from  Boston’s  general  state 
aide,  which  has  already  been 
greatly  reduced.  In  addition  to 
the  cuts  BPS  has  already 
made,  there  will  probably  be  a 
$58  million  deficit  due  to  man¬ 
dated  increases  in  things  such 
as  teacher  salary. 

Headmaster  Cornelia 
Kelley  says  that  these  cuts  will 
have  a  “devastating  effect”  on 
Boston  Latin  School.  “It’s  go¬ 
ing  to  effect  what  we  do  at  the 
Latin  School  and  how  we  do 
it.”  In  the  past,  Payzant  has 
asked  principals  and  head¬ 
masters  to  cut  a  number  of 
school  positions  to  make  up  for 
budget  shortfalls,  but  this  is  the 
first  year  schools  have  been 
told  to  cut  10%  “across  the 
board”.  The  Boston  Latin 
School  2002-2003  budget  was 
approximately  $9.5  million,  but 
due  to  mandated  salary  in¬ 
creases  the  2003-2004  budget 
was  supposed  to  be  almost 
$10.8  million.  With  a  10%  cut, 
BLS  must  provide  all  services 
with  $1,078,745  less.  This 
10%  cut  translates  to  the  loss 
of  not  only  funding  for  supplies 
but  the  loss  of  18  positions. 

Eleven  teaching  posi¬ 
tions  are  being  eliminated. 
“Everyone  will  be  taking  a  hit,” 
said  Ms.  Kelley.  The  cuts  will 


be  two  computer  teachers,  one 
modern  language,  one  classics, 
one  art; one  music,  two  english, 
one  history,  one  math,  and  one 
physics.  The  only  department 
that  escaped  is  Physical  Educa¬ 
tion,  which  has  gone  from  eight 
teachers  and  a  department 
head  to  the  current  six.  “Over 
the  past  five  years  we’ve  made 
considerable  cuts  to  physical 
education.  They  are  down  to 
absolute  rock  bottom,  which  al¬ 
lowed  us  to  do  what  we  wanted 
in  terms  of  electives  and  class 
size.”  Race  will  be  a  factor  in 
layoffs,  because  there  is  a  Bos¬ 
ton  guideline  that  staffs  must  be 
25%  Black  and  1 0%  other. 

Two  administrator  posi¬ 
tions  are  also  slated  to  be  re¬ 
moved,  and  the  school  has  de¬ 
cided  that  two  of  the  department 
heads,  who  guide  curriculums 
and  supervise  teachers,  will  be 
the  ones  to  go.  The  assistant 
headmasters  and  teachers 
within  the  departments  will  take 
on  this  burden.  It  is  likely  that 
Mr.  Estabrooks,  head  of  the  Sci¬ 
ence  Department,  will  retire,  and 
Mr.  Haberstroh,  a  former  sci¬ 
ence  teacher,  would  take  over 
most  of  his  responsibilities.  The 
English  Department  head,  Ms. 
Colvario,  may  also  retire,  and 
Mr.  Flynn  and  Ms.  Bagwell 
would  share  this  duty.  There 
may  be  other  retirees,  particu¬ 
larly  two  from  the  English  De¬ 
partment  and  one  each  from  the 
classics  department  and  math 
department.  This  will  mean 
there  are  fewer  layoffs,  but  there 
will  be  no  money  to  replace  the 
teachers  who  go. 

Aside  from  teachers,  the 
part-time  nurse  will  be  elimi¬ 
nated,  so  the  school  will  only 
have  two  nurses.  One  guidance 
counselor  will  be  laid  off,  and  the 
resource  teacher  will  be  cut. 
This  position  covers  everything 
from  study  skills  to  learning  dis¬ 
abilities  to  physical  disabilities, 
and  deals  with  carrying  out  what 
is  outlined  in  special  needs  stu¬ 
dents’  Independent  Education 
Plans.  “Jobs  (the  layoff  victims 


currently)  do  have  still 
got  to  be  done,”  said 
Mr.  Montague. 

“People  will  have  to  do 
more  than  they’re  do¬ 
ing  already....  We 
have  to  provide  spe¬ 
cial  services,  nursing 
services,  and  counsel¬ 
ing  services  to  every 
student.”  Mr. 

Haberstroh  said  that 
they  “have  to  redo  the 
model.  That’s  going  to 
be  a  problem.” 

Mr.  Fulton,  the 
Dean  of  Discipline,  will 
have  to  return  to  being 
a  full  time  History 
teacher.  Currently 
there  is  no  plan  for 
how  to  handle  disci¬ 
pline.  Mr.  Haberstroh  explained 
that  this  is  “not  worked  out.”  It 
may  be  that  the  “old  model”  of 
floormasters  will  be  worked  out, 
and  discipline  issues  will  be 
dealt  with  directly  by  the  three 
assistant  headmasters  and  the 
headmaster.  Mr.  Fulton  said,  “I 
don’t  think  there  needs  to  be  a 
person  sitting  in  this  chair. 
Maybe  there  was  a  time  when 
we  had  to  have  that.  I  think  that 
time  is  no  more.”  As  if  this  mess 
isn’t  enough,  the  custodial  staff 
is  being  reduced  to  nine,  down 
from  eleven.  The  three  day- 
shift  custodians  will  stay  on, 
with  the  cuts  coming  from  the 
night  crew.  (Alternate  shorter 
fulton  quote:  “discipline  is  not 
exernally  imposed  anymore”) 

Layoffs  will  not  be  the  only 
result  of  the  budget  cuts.  On 
Friday,  January  24,  the  school 
froze  supply  purchasing.  BLS 
will  be  short  not  only  on  toilet 
paper  but  on  supplies  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  “business  of  edu¬ 
cation.”  There  have  been 
rumbles  that  BPS  will  simply  not 
have  a  supply  budget  next  year. 
Science  teachers  are  conserv¬ 
ing  lab  supplies,  teachers  are 
hoarding  paper,  and  the  daily 
bulletin  is  no  longer  printed.  As 
for  substitutes,  Mr.  Flynn  ex¬ 
plains  that  “probably  when  the 


sub  budget  runs  out  we’re  not 
getting  any  more  subs.”  At  BLS 
this  usually  happens  in  May, 
and  at  that  point  teachers  will 
begin  covering  other  classes 
during  their  free  periods  Next 
year  class  sizes  will  be  drasti¬ 
cally  affected.  This  year’s 
classes  were  not  filled  to  the 
maximum  capacity,  but  next 
year  the  numbers  in  each  class 
will  reach  the  contractual  maxi¬ 
mum  of  31 . 

According  to  Mr. 
Fernandez,  a  physics  teacher, 
these  cuts  come  at  a  “very  in¬ 
opportune  time.”  Although  Mr. 
Fernandez  did  voice  concerns 
about  BLS,  he  was  also  very 
concerned  about  the  lack  of 
funding  for  the  other  less  fortu¬ 
nate  schools  in  the  Boston 
School  System.  According  to 
Mr.  Fernandez,  “While  what  is 
happening  at  BLS  is  bad,  it  is 
far  worse  at  other  schools  in  the 
BPS.”  While  the  Boston  Latin 
School  is  worried  that  it  will  not 
be  able  to  maintain  its  aca¬ 
demic  standards  and  the  rigor 
of  its  curriculum,  administrators 
of  other  schools  in  the  Boston 
School  System  are  concerned 
about  the  graduation  rate, 
MCAS  failure  rates  and  the 
drop-out  rate.  According  to  Mr. 
Fernandez,  about  half  of  the 


Cfasyts 

Black  and  Hispanic  students 
are  in  danger  of  not  graduating 
because  they  had  not  passed 
the  MCAS  examination  and 
drop-out  rates  are  “on  the  rise.” 
The  few  services  that  exist  to 
help  these  students,  such  as 
after  school  tutoring  and  tar¬ 
geted  assistance  is  likely  to  be 
cut. 

With  schools  across  the 
state  suffering,  and  Boston 
Public  Schools  being  particu¬ 
larly  ravaged,  BLS  is  very  lucky 
to  have  the  alumni  endowment 
that  it  does.  Photography,  Art, 
Show  Choir  and  Gospel  Choir, 
Saturday  Success  School,  Tu¬ 
toring,  the  Schwabel  Center, 
the  position  of  the  Director  of 
Technology,  the  head  of  the 
Classics  Department,  and  Fac¬ 
ing  History  and  Ourselves  are 
among  the  programs  pro¬ 
tected.  “We’re  very  fortunate,” 
said  Mr.  Montague.  “(It  will  be) 
even  more  devastating  and 
harmful  to  other  schools  to  lose 
ten  percent.”  But  don’t  expect 
an  alumni  bail  out,  because  the 
drop  in  the  economy  may  re¬ 
sult  in  less  funding. 

Coping  with  the  cuts  has 
been  and  will  continue  to  be 
extremely  difficult.  “How  do  we 
do  that?  I  don’t  know,”  said 
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The  State  of  the  Relationship 


John  B.  Greene,  I 

Editor-in-Chief 


The  State  is  facing  mas¬ 
sive  budget  cuts,  which  affect 
all  areas  of  State  and  local  gov¬ 
ernment.  As  a  result,  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Public  School  system  has 
to  cut  over  $55  million  dollars 
from  the  2003-2004  Budget  of 
$650  million.  The  cuts  have 
already  begun  this  year,  with 
the  freezing  of  all  supply  (pa¬ 
per,  coping  supplies,  etc)  funds 
and  the  possibility  that  money 


for  substitute  teachers  will  run 
out  by  late  May.  With  things 
looking  so  dire  for  the  next  few 
years,  it  also  happens  to  be  time 
for  the  Boston  Teacher’s  Union 
and  the  Boston  School  Commit¬ 
tee  to  renegotiate  the  teacher’s 
contract.  The  current  contract 
runs  from  September  1,  2000 
through  August  31 ,  2003.  Last 
month,  the  BTU  submitted  to 
Thomas  W.  Payzant,  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  BPS,  22-pages  of 
proposals.  Among  other  things 
the  BTU  is  asking  for  reduced 


MBTA  fares  and  toll  fees,  and 
drastically  reduced  class  sizes 
(e.g.,  high  school  class  sizes 
would  drop  from  31  to  23). 
Some  have  accused  the  BTU 
of  being  greedy  in  these  bleak 
times.  When  asked  about  this 
Edward  Doherty,  President  of 
the  BTU,  responded,  “Collec¬ 
tive  bargaining  does  not  stop 
because  you  are  in  a  hard 
time.”  Negotiations  are  sched¬ 
uled  to  begin  later  this  month. 

A  major  portion  of  the 
BPS  budget  goes  to  wages  and 


benefits.  Thus,  this  budget  cut 
will  result  in  layoffs.  Based  on 
the  amount  of  the  cut,  BLS  is 
set  to  lose  approximately  1 1 
positions.  The  union  contract 
governs  how  layoffs  are  con¬ 
ducted.  Layoffs  trigger  “bump¬ 
ing”  and  recall  lists,  all  based 
on  seniority.  For  example, 
teacher  A  teaches  Calculus  and 
is  also  certified  to  teach  Com¬ 
puter.  If  teacher  A  is  laid  off  from 
teaching  Calculus,  but  has 
more  seniority  than  a  computer 
teacher  somewhere  else  in  the 


system,  teacher  A  can  “bump" 
that  teacher  out  of  the  position. 
Teachers  who  are  laid  off  are 
placed  on  a  recall  list  (there  is 
a  list  for  each  area  of  certifica¬ 
tion)  for  four  years.  The  first 
teachers  to  be  rehired  are 
those  on  the  recall  list  with  the 
most  seniority. 

Before  these  cuts,  the 
school  system  was  operating 
with  inadequate  funds.  The 
cuts  put  further  stress  on  all 
members  of  the  school  system. 
Because  of  this,  the  Argo 
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decided  to  examine  what,  if 
anything  the  BTU  and  the  BPS 
management  can  do  to  deal 
with  the  budget  crisis.  Members 
of  both  sides,  including  Michael 
G.  Contompasis,  Chief  Operat¬ 
ing  Officer  of  the  BPS;  Edward 
Doherty,  President  of  the  BTU; 
Headmaster  Cornelia  Kelley, 
several  BTU  representatives  at 
BLS,  and  a  number  of  other 
BLS  faculty  were  interviewed. 
They  were  asked  the  same  four 
questions.  1 )  What  can  the  BTU 
do  about  the  budget  crisis?  2) 
What  can  the  BTU  and  Man¬ 
agement  do  together  to  fix  the 
budget  crisis?  3)  Unions  usu¬ 
ally  protect  seniority.  In  relation 
to  the  budget  cuts  what  do  you 
feel  are  positive  or  negative 
aspects  of  this  policy?  4)  What 
is  your  impression  of  the  rela¬ 
tionship  between  the  BTU  and 
Management?  Can  it  be  im¬ 
proved?  Does  it  need  to  be? 

Most  respondents  from 
both  sides  stated  that  political 
action,  such  as  lobbying  state 
senators  and  representatives, 
may  be  the  most  effective  to 
deal  with  the  budget  crisis.  BTU 
President  Doherty  suggested 
that  the  BTU  could  “join  in  a 
coalition  to  fight  the  cuts”.  The 
coalition  would  presumably  in¬ 
clude  anyone  willing  to  protect 
education  in  Boston.  As  for 
what  the  BTU  and  Manage¬ 
ment  can  do  about  the  cuts, 
Headmaster  Kelley  responded 


that  a  “united  front  of  BTU  and 
management  taking  same  tack, 
that  would  certainly  have  a 
great  deal  of  credibility.” 

A  major  repercussion  of 
the  budget  cuts  noted  by  many 
who  were  interviewed  is  the 
danger  to  new  teachers.  As  Mr. 
Bennie  Myers,  a  BTU  rep 
noted,  “To  attract  young  teach¬ 
ers  you  need  funds,  not  budget 
cuts”.  This  brings  up  the  hot 
debate  over  the  use  of  senior¬ 
ity  in  layoffs.  Both  sides  seem 
to  agree  that  seniority  is  impor¬ 
tant  in  making  decisions  about 
who  gets  laid  off.  Ms.  Kathleen 
Devin,  a  BTU  rep  and  former 
member  of  the  BTU  executive 
board  said,  “The  old  adage  you 
get  what  you  pay  for  applies 
here.  Even  though  veteran 
teachers  get  paid  more  than 
new  teachers,  they  are  the  glue 
that  holds  the  school  together. 
The  experienced  masters  focus 
on  the  education  and  tradition; 
something  the  administration 
seems  to  have  forgotten.”  Com¬ 
menting  on  seniority,  COO 
Contompasis  said,  “Seniority 
should  be  one  of  a  series  of  fac¬ 
tors  used  to  retain  staff.  Needs 
of  the  school  should  be  factored 
into  the  equation.” 

Building  coalitions  and  a 
united  front  require  a  good 
working  relationship.  Some  of 
the  respondents  provided  en¬ 
lightening  comments  as  to  what 
the  BTU  and  management 


think  of  each  other.  Both  COO 
Contompasis  and  Headmaster 
Kelley  agreed  that  the  relation¬ 
ship  could  be  improved,  but 
beyond  that  did  not  elaborate 
on  the  current  climate.  COO 
Contompasis  said,  “Relation¬ 
ships  can  always  be  improved. 
These  are  particularly  difficult 
times  —  hopefully  we  can  work 
collaboratively  to  solve  our  bud¬ 
get  problems.”  Headmaster 
Kelley  acknowledges  “that 
[there  is]  always  room  for  im¬ 
provement  in  any  relationship. 
Both  groups  have  the  focus  of 
the  young  people  in  mind,  but 
go  about  it  in  different  ways.” 
BTU  President  Doherty  said 
that,  “It  is  up  to  the  central  man¬ 
agement  to  send  the  message 
to  principals  to  change  the  at¬ 
mosphere  [between  BTU  and 
administration]  at  schools.”  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  contract  between 
the  BTU  and  the  Boston  School 
Committee,  the  principal  is  the 
first  and  only  step  within  a 
school  at  which  a  dispute  can 
be  resolved;  after  that,  a  griev¬ 
ance  goes  to  the  cluster  level, 
and  then  on  to  the  superinten¬ 
dent,  before  arbitration.  Carol 
McCarthy,  one  of  the  BTU  reps, 
pointed  out  that  the  failure  to 
resolve  disputes  at  the  school 
level  leads  to  expensive  litiga¬ 
tion  and  loss  of  instructional 
time.  Ms.  McCarthy  noted, 
“...more  BTU  rights  are  being 
eroded  by  a  steamrolling  ad¬ 


ministration  until  we  arrive  at 
arbitration,  spending  more  of 
the  taxpayer’s  dollars  hiring 
outside  counsel  to  settle  issues 
that  should  have  been  settled 
at  a  lower  level.”  While  most 
teachers  felt  that  the  relation¬ 
ship  could  be  improved,  several 
of  the  teachers  provided  the 
Argo  with  more  specific  insight. 
Dean  of  Discipline  Richard 
Fulton  sadly  remarked  about 
the  relationship,  “It  is  one  of 
mutual  respect  and  profession¬ 
alism  at  the  School  Committee 
level.  However,  at  the  school 
level  it  is  one  of  blood  letting 
and  mean  spiritedness.”  An¬ 
other  teacher,  on  the  condition 
of  anonymity,  responded,“...it 
needs  improvement.  There  is 
not  enough  communication  or 
consensus  on  issues.  We  must 
learn  to  respect  each  other  for 
the  sake  of  our  students.”  Dr. 
Peter  Cohee,  head  of  the  Clas¬ 
sics  Department,  believes  “ 
...there  is  in  BLS  a  hard  core 
of  BTU  members  who  have 
kept  a  store  of  old  grievances 
and  insults  locked  in  their 
hearts.  They  will  not  give  up 
these  grudges  easily  or  soon. 
On  the  other  hand  the  adminis¬ 
tration  has  the  quality  of  a  pal¬ 
ace  court,  which  tends  to  regard 
faculty  with  suspicion,  some¬ 
times  with  contempt.  I’m  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  a  day  when  both 
these  conditions  no  longer  ex¬ 
ist.” 


MYC  Keeps  Students  Involved 


By  Colleen  Keller,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

Not  many  know  that  the 
Mayor’s  Youth  Council,  a  group 
of  teen  representatives  from 
Boston  neighborhoods,  is 
currently  making  headway  with 
different  issues  affecting  area 
teens.  The  Mayor’s  Youth 
Council  is  made  up  of  thirty-six 
students  from  Grades  1 1  and 
12  who,  after  investigating  in 
their  communities,  bring  local 
issues  to  the  council  meetings 
twice  a  month.  These 
representatives  meet  with 
various  city  officials  and  other 
influential  people  who  impact 
governmental  policies  that 
concern  teens. 

Each  representative 
belongs  to  a  subcommittee, 
ranging  from  Health/Diversity  to 
Neighborhood  Safety.  Through 
these  subcommittees,  council 
members  work  on  proposals  for 
solutions  to  the  issues  that  are 
presented  by  the  teen  citizens 
of  Boston. 

Just  last  month,  the  Youth 


Council  hosted  the  Mayor’s 
Youth  Forum.  The  Council’s 
proposals  were  presented  to 
Boston  teens  and  city  officials 
like  Mayor  Thomas  Menino, 
Juanita  Wade  of  the  Director  of 
Boston  Centers  for  Youth  and 
Families, and  Tim  Knowles  of 
the  Department  of  Education. 
Proposed  ideas  from  the 
respective  sub-committees 
included  a  MCAS  handbook 
and  plans  for  afterschool 
activities  for  “tweens” 
(adolescents  between  ten  and 
fifteen.)  After  the  forum,  the  city 
officials  were  eager  to  begin 
working  with  council 
suggestions  and  making  them 
a  reality. 

Since  approximately  one- 
third  of  the  Council  is  made  up 
of  Boston  Latin  School 
students,  some  feel  that  it  is  an 
unequal  representation  of 
Boston  teens.  However,  Patty 
McMahon,  Director  of  the 
Mayor’s  Youth  Council  and  the 
Mayor’s  Youthline,  reassures 
those  that  this  is  not  the  case. 
"Representatives  on  the 
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Mayor’s  Youth  Council  are 
selected  based  on  their 
community  involvement  and 
knowledge  of  their 
neighborhood  youth  services. 
The  Youth  Council  currently  has 
representatives  from  sixteen 
Boston  high  schools.  The 
Council  does  receive  a 
substantial  number  of 
applicants  from  Boston  Latin 
School  but  the  school  they 
attend  does  not  influence  their 
selection.  We  look  for 
representatives  who  bring  a 
variety  of  talents  and  want  to 
reach  out  in  their  community  to 
connect  teens  to  services.” 

When  asking  Caitlin 
O’Brien  (I),  representing 
Charlestown,  how  she  felt 
about  being  on  the  Council  and 
the  Boston  Latin  School 
majority,  she  said,  “Well,  kids  in 
the  city  don’t  get  a  lot  of  say 
about  where  they  live.  Mayor’s 
Youth  Council  is  a  great 
opportunity  to  become 
involved,  and  to  inform  other 
kids  in  my  neighborhood, 
Charlestown,  about  what’s 

1994  First  Place 
Winner  of  New 
England  Scholastic 
Press  Association 
Competition 


really  going  on.  [The]Mayor’s 
Youth  Council  really  isn’t  about 
school  representation  but 
neighborhood  representation. 
As  long  as  representatives  are 
from  different  neighborhoods 
and  get  voices  of  the  youth  in 
their  neighborhoods  heard, 
that’s  all  that  matters.” 

Looking  towards  the 
future,  the  Youth  Council  is  part 
of  a  planning  committee  for  the 
Annual  Mayor’s  Youth  Summit, 
scheduled  for  early  April.  This 
Summit  features  skits,  youth 
speakers,  resource  tables,  and 
information  for  Boston  teens.  It 
is  a  great  opportunity  to  meet 
Council  members  and  become 
acquainted  with  those 
organizations  that  are  available 
for  teens.  Since  there  is  a 
representative  for  every  teen  in 
Boston,  any  area  teen  can  go 
to  www.bostonyouthzone.com/ 
resources  if  there  is  ari  issue 
they  would  like  to  have 
addressed.  There  is  a  voice  for 
Boston  teens  and  it’s  working 
hard  for  you. 
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Petere  Veritatem 

The  Argo  strives,  in  accordance  with  the  highest  standards  of 
pumalism,  to  inform  and  inspire  its  readers,  to  provide  a  forum 
for  constructive  debate,  and  to  foster  understanding  among 
all  members  of  the  Boston  Latin  School  community. 
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-  News 

BLS  TV's  Ascent  to  Stardom 


By  Leanne  Gaffney,  I  & 
JlLIE  NG,  I 

Contribi  ting  Writer  &Tf.c  h  Editor 


On  Monday,  December 
16,  2002,  BLS  TV  had  its  first 
broadcast.  The  TV  station  is 
the  newest  edition  to  an  array 


of  exciting  technology,  which 
continues  to  evolve  at  Latin.  It 
was  made  possible  by  much 
collaboration  and  patience. 
Starting  on  Tuesday,  January  7, 
BLS  TV  will  be  broadcast  from 
the  newly  acquired  TV  station 
in  the  basement.  Once  the  TV 
station  is  up  and  running,  the 
broadcasts  will  be  a  mix  of  live 
and  taped  footage,  thanks  to 
the  hard  work  of  the  technology 
staff. 

Though  the  first  week  of 
broadcasting  had  its  hitches, 
the  TV  crew  and  broadcasters 
are  very  excited  about  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  BLS  TV.  Leanne 
Gaffney,  the  creator,  is  hopeful 
that  in  time  the  station  will  be 


as  professional  as  local  news¬ 
casts.  In  order  to  reach  that 
level  of  production,  she  is  cur¬ 
rently  searching  for  an  execu¬ 
tive  producer  to  lead  the  show 
to  greatness.  Anyone  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  position  should 
send  their  resume  to  her  via  the 


TV  station’s  email  blstv2003 
@yahoo.com  or  visit  her  in  HR 
103. 

For  now,  those  in¬ 
volved  with  the  TV  station  wish 
to  make  it  the  leader  in  BLS 
communication.  The  goal  is  for 
all  students  to  be  able  to  tune 
in  and  see  what  is  going  on  both 
in  and  out  of  the  school.  As  with 
all  lofty  goals,  there  is  always  a 
struggle.  Currently  not  all 
rooms  are  equipped  with  pro¬ 
jectors.  Also,  some  teachers 
are  not  turning  the  broadcasts 
on  and  some  simply  do  not 
know  how  to  do  so.  If  you  are 
not  seeing  the  daily  broadcasts 
in  your  homeroom  please  e- 
mail  BLS  TV  at  the  e-mail  ad¬ 


dress  above  so  that  we  can 
work  to  make  sure  it  is  avail¬ 
able  to  all  students. 

The  broadcasts  are  five 
minutes  from  7:40  a.m.  -  7:45 
a.m.  Most  broadcasts  include 
highlighting  the  bulletin  and 
personal  updates  about  up¬ 


coming  events  and  club  officer 
reminders.  The  Monday/ 
Wednesday/Friday  broadcast¬ 
ers,  senior  Caitlin  Gillooly  and 
junior  Meghan  Doherty,  along 
with  the  Tuesday/Thursday 
broadcasters,  senior  Angelique 
Piccolo  and  junior  Masha 
Zolotarev,  are  working  to  keep 
all  informed.  The  show  will  in¬ 
clude  occasional  interviews 
with  Arts  and  Entertainment 
broadcaster,  juniors  John 
Holbrook,  and  Sports  Broad¬ 
caster,  Katherine  Walsh.  If  you 
would  like  to  be  interviewed  or 
to  come  on  the  show  to  discuss 
a  club  or  activity,  e-mail  BLS  TV. 
Also  e-mail  us  if  you  have  any 
ideas  for  the  broadcasts  or  want 


to  get  involved  in  the  produc¬ 
tion.  Working  along  with  the 
broadcasters,  the  cameramen, 
Robert  Timmerman,  James 
Herbin,  and  Jonathan  Smith  are 
also  enjoying  their  roles  and 
finding  ways  to  explore  new 
angles. 

It  will  take  a 
lot  more  than  these 
talented  students’ 
effort  to  get  BLS  TV 
to  fulfill  its  full  po¬ 
tential.  However, 
their  start  is  cer¬ 
tainly  noteworthy 
and  important.  Of 
course,  BLS  TV 
could  not  have 
been  launched 
without  the  aid  of 
Ms.  Kelley,  the  ad¬ 
ministration,  Ms. 
Meany,  Mr.  Ramos, 
Ms.  Howkinson, 
and  the  alumni. 
This  station  is  truly 
the  product  of  a 
school-wide  col¬ 
laboration.  Hope¬ 
fully,  it  will  serve  to 
strengthen  and  in¬ 
form  the  commu¬ 
nity  that  built  it.  The 
administration  at 
BLS  has  seized  the 
opportunity  to  uti¬ 
lize  this  system  in 
an  effort  to  con¬ 
serve  paper  in  light 
of  recent  budget  cuts.  Begin¬ 
ning  on  Monday,  February  3,  all 
daily  bulletins  will  be  an¬ 
nounced  over  the  new  broad¬ 
cast  system.  There  will  still  be 
paper  bulletins,  but  they  will 
only  be  available  to  substitute 
teachers,  and  homerooms  on 
the  ground  floor,  which  do  not 
have  the  projector  system  in¬ 
stalled  due  to  low  ceilings. 

During  the  summer, 
eleven  machines  were  stolen 
from  the  first  floor.  Alumnus 
Tom  Cashman  of  IBM  Comput¬ 
ers,  Inc.  has  donated  eleven 
IBM  machines  to  replace  the 
stolen  CPUs.  All  other  hard¬ 
ware  remained  intact.  There 
was  enough  money  in  the  tech¬ 


Math  is  Cool 


By  Trude  Raizen,  III 

Staff  Writer 

There  is  always  a  compe¬ 
tition  to  be  found  at  Boston 
Latin,  even  in  the  Math  Depart¬ 
ment.  Throughout  the  year  stu¬ 
dents  participate  in  competi¬ 
tions  during  school.  There  is 
also  a  math  team  that  contends 
in  the  Greater  Boston  Math 
League.  “We  claim  to  be 
sumus  primi,  and  you  have  to 
defend  that  title  every  year,” 
says  Mr.  Lacroix,  the  chairman 
of  the  math  department.  “Any¬ 
one  can  say  that  they’re  num¬ 
ber  one,  but  what  is  the  playing 
field  for  this  regarding  math?” 
These  contests  are  an  objec¬ 
tive  way  to  measure  math  skills. 

BLS  students  in  grades  7 
through  9  participate  in  monthly 
contests  from  the  Continental 
Math  League.  All  sixies  take 


the  tests,  and  the  scores  help 
determine  who  gets  into  math 
honors.  Honors  classes  in 
grades  1 0  through  1 2  take  New 
England  Math  League  contests 
monthly,  October  through  April. 
Students  not  in  honors  who 
wish  to  be  involved  can  take  a 
trial  after  school,  and  if  they  do 
well  they  are  allowed  to  partake 
fully.  There  are  other  contests 
given  annually  in  the  morning 
that  Mr.  Lacroix  has  selected 
based  on  prestige. 

Contests  are  given  during 
school  hours  because,  as  he 
points  out,  math  after  school 
would  often  lose  out  to  other 
activities.  However,  there  are 
several  reasons  that  BLS  takes 
part  in  these  beyond  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  the  school.  Mr.  Lacroix 
explained,  “Kids  like  to  com¬ 
pete,  ‘I’ll  race  you....’  It’s  part 
of  the  game.  They  can  com¬ 


pete  and  get  recognition.” 

The  Massachusetts  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Technology  even  re¬ 
quires  students  to  report  on 
applications  their  scores  for  one 
contest,  the  American  Math¬ 
ematics  Competition,  or  AMC. 
This  national  test  has  earned 
BLS  respect  throughout  the 
country,  though  Mr.  Lacroix 
says  that  “we’re  lucky  if  we’re 
in  the  top  ten.”  Despite  this, 
several  years  ago  the  chair  of 
the  math  department  at 
Stanford  sent  a  personal  invi¬ 
tation  to  one  BLS  student.  This 
student  did  so  well  on  the  AMC 
and  the  next  level  of  national 
testing,  the  American  Invita¬ 
tional  Math  Exam  (AIME),  that 
he  got  to  participate  in  the  ex¬ 
clusive  USA  Math  Olympiad. 
On  the  AMC  Boston  Latin  con¬ 
sistently  ranks  in  the  top  five 
schools  in  New  England,  an 


extremely  competitive  region. 
Other  notable  schools  are  Lex¬ 
ington,  Canton,  Newton  South, 
and  Roxbury  Latin,  Phillips 
Andover,  and  Choate  Rose¬ 
mary  Hall  in  Connecticut. 

Last  year  the  top  sopho¬ 
more  in  the  state  for  the  AMC1 0 
and  AIME  was  BLS  student  Neil 
Lender,  who  is  also  on  the  Math 
team.  The  team  meets  after 
school  Mondays  and  Wednes¬ 
days  with  Mr.  Senteio  and  Mr. 
Stengle.  The  latter  says  he 
enjoys  coaching  because  it 
gives  him  the  opportunity  to 
work  with  students  on  problems 
more  challenging  than  usual 
classwork.  Participants  are 
given  practice  exams  similar  to 
what  they  see  in  the  five  yearly 
meets,  and  some  students  who 
don’t  attend  practices  take 
them  during  their  study  periods. 
The  exams  are  on  specif ic  caL 


nology  budget,  despite  the  cut, 
for  the  purchase  of  the  video 
cards  required  for  the  computer 
to  work  with  the  system.  These 
machines  were  installed  in  the 
classrooms  from  January  23- 
27. 

On  February  3,  Ms.  Kelley 
will  kick  off  the  system  with  the 
first  official  broadcast  of  an¬ 
nouncements  and  the  daily  bul¬ 
letin.  Previous  broadcasts 
were  made  fortesting  purposes 
only.  Most  teachers  have  had 
training  to  turn  on  the  comput¬ 
ers  in  the  morning  so  that  their 
students  may  see  the  an¬ 
nouncements.  The  Technology 
Department  has  been  working 
with  Student  Council  on  train¬ 
ing  students  to  perform  this  task 
in  homerooms  if  the  teacher  is 
unable  to  do  so. 

The  technological  revolu¬ 
tion  toward  a  paperless  Boston 
Latin  will  begin  officially  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  3  with  the  first  broadcast. 
This  system  will  now  be  the 
BLS  Community’s  source  for 
bulletins,  memos,  and  other 
notices. 


Launch  Date: 

February  3,  2003 

Contact  Info: 

Leanne  Gaffney,  I 
blstv2003  @  yahoo.com 

Broadcasters 

Mon./Wed./Fri. 

Caitlin  Gillooly,  I 
Meghan  Doherty,  II 

Broadcasters 

TueVThurs. 

Angelique  Piccolo,  I 
Masha  Zolotarev,  II 

A&E  Broadcaster: 

John  Holbrook,  II 

Sports  Broadcaster: 

Katherine  Walsh,  II 

Cameramen: 

Robert  Timmerman,  I 
James  Herbin,  I 
Jonathan  Smith,  I 


egories,  and  two  students  can 
compete  in  each,  with  a  group 
round  as  well.  BLS  sends  two 
teams  of  five  to  meets,  and  usu¬ 
ally  qualifies  for  the  state  and 
New  England  meets  as  well  as 
sending  students  to  represent 
Eastern  Massachusetts  in  the 
National  competition. 

When  asked  why  they 
participate  in  the  math  team, 
most  of  the  ten  or  so  students 
laughed.  There  were  a  variety 
of  answers:  “The  opportunity  to 
stand  out.”  “Mostly  because  I’m 
not  good  at  anything  else.” 
“Since  I’m  no  good  at  chess  I 
prefer  to  try  something  else.” 
“Somebody  told  me  to  in  the 
eighth  grade.”  “It’s  a  challenge 
for  the  mind.”  "It’s  fun.” 


M. 
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Draft  'Em  All 


Editorial 


Boston  Latin  School 


It  is  often  hard  to  deter¬ 
mine  when  a  tradition  has  be¬ 
come  outdated;  sometimes, 
though,  it  is  glaringly  obvious. 
One  example  of  the  latter  is  the 
annual  tradition  in  which  we 
here  at  the  Latin  School  take 
part  before  the  Thanksgiving 
game  against  Boston  English  in 
football.  While  it  is  true  that  our 
school  is  firmly  based  on  tradi¬ 
tion,  this  current  tradition  of 
getting  the  football  team 
“pumped  up”  is  almost  comical, 
especially  when  one  considers 
not  only  the  score  of  the  game 
(38-0)  but  also  the  team’s  over¬ 
all  record  for  the  year. 

Each  year  selected 
classes  attend  a  rally  to  ready 
the  football  team  for  their  tradi¬ 
tional  football  game,  which 
went  back  to  its  roots  this  year 
with  the  game’s  return  to 
Harvard  Stadium.  Why  are 
these  rallies  put  on  though?  Is 
this  attention  not  directed  away 
from  some  of  the  more  deserv¬ 
ing  athletic  teams?  Above  all, 
does  not  it  seem  a  little  trivial 
to  rally  for  a  Division  Two  team, 
Latin,  to  defeat  a  Division  Six 
team,  English,  especially  when 
considering  the  lopsided,  unex¬ 
citing  victories  of  late? 

In  recent  athletic  seasons 


Rallying  for  a  Purpose 

there  have  been  many  accom-  without  missing  the  precious 


plishments  far  more  deserving 
of  the  attention  that  the  football 
team  receives  each  year,  re¬ 
gardless  of  how  well  the  team 
does.  The  Girls  Tennis  team  of 
not  only  this  past  season  but 
previous  years  has  been  stel¬ 
lar,  going  undefeated  for  these 
last  few  seasons.  Along  with  the 
Girls  tennis  team  is  the  Girls 
Hockey  team,  the  reigning  Di¬ 
vision  One  state  champions. 
Boys  Baseball  is  a  perennial 
playoff  team,  certainly  deserv¬ 
ing  of  more  attention  than  it  re¬ 
ceives. 

Two  years  ago  was 
maybe  the  strongest  case  for  a 
change  in  the  current  situation 
in  rallies  at  our  school.  It  was  a 
situation  that  would  make  sup¬ 
porters  of  Title  IX  proud,  both 
the  Boys  and  Girls  hockey 
teams  were  in  their  respective 
state  championship  games. 
When  is  the  last  time  that  the 
football  team  was  in  a  champi¬ 
onship  game  or  finished  first  in 
the  Dual  County  League? 

Before  the  BLS  pessi¬ 
mism  abounds  and  the  major¬ 
ity  convinces  itself  that  this 
could  never  happen  at  the  pres¬ 
tigious  Latin  School,  there  could 
be  a  way  to  have  more  rallies 


class  time  we  all  love  so  much. 
At  the  beginning  of  each  ath¬ 
letic  season,  there  could  be  a 
day  set  aside  at  the  end  of  that 
season,  just  before  the  tourna¬ 
ment,  for  a  rally.  As  the  day  ap¬ 
proaches  and  the  teams  know 
who  will  and  will  not  make  the 
tournament,  the  coaches  of  that 
season  could  choose  a  male 
and  a  female  team  that  is  de¬ 
serving  of  a  rally  before  they 
enter  the  playoffs.  In  order  to 
satisfy  teachers  who  do  not 
want  to  miss  class  time,  the 
schedule  could  be  changed  to 
make  an  eighth  period,  when  a 
rally  would  take  place.  Fifteen 
minutes  could  be  taken  off  of 
first  period,  with  five  minutes 
taken  off  of  subsequent  classes 
(beside  fifth  period). This  would 
allow  forty  minutes  at  the  end 
of  the  day  for  a  rally.  Students 
not  invited  could  return  to  their 
homerooms  for  the  extra  pe¬ 
riod. 

With  a  little  break  in  tradi¬ 
tion  and  cooperation  from  the 
faculty,  each  season’s  best 
team  could  revel  in  such  glory 
and  make  the  rally  system  fair 
for  all  those  who  are  deserving. 


The  distribution  of 
condoms  in  school  is  a  highly 
controversial  issue;  however, 
there  has  been  little  discussion 
about  it  at  Boston  Latin.  On  the 
other  hand,  magazines  such  as 
Seventeen  and  YM  have  re¬ 
peatedly  included  articles  on 
schools  that  have  debated  the 
issue  and  reached  the  decision 
to  pass  out  condoms  to  their 
student  body.  Some  pose  this 
question:  why  not  at  the  Latin 
School?  It  is  better  to  promote 
safe  sex  than  to  ignore  the  topic 
altogether. 

Those  who  advocate  for 
the  distribution  of  condoms  at 
Boston  Latin  make  a  com¬ 
pletely  valid  and  reasonable 
argument;  if  the  administration 
were  to  allow  it,  however,  how 
might  they  go  about  implement¬ 
ing  this  new  practice?  The  goal 
is  to  promote  safe  sex,  but  sim¬ 
ply  passing  out  condoms  to  stu¬ 
dents  will  not  accomplish  the 
intended  goal.  Changes  first 
need  to  be  made  to  the  health 
curriculum.  Sex  education 


Condoms:  Play  It  Safe 


should  be  implemented  on  a 
more  permanent  basis.  The 
students  first  need  to  be  edu¬ 
cated  about  sex.  They  need  to 
be  told  about  the  possible  con¬ 
sequences  of  sex,  including 
pregnancy,  AIDS,  and  other 
sexually  transmitted  diseases. 
They  need  to  be  informed  about 
various  methods  of  averting 
these  consequences,  including 
abstinence,  condoms,  and 
other  types  of  birth  control. 
Then,  if  they  so  choose,  stu¬ 
dents  should  be  able  to  obtain 
condoms  on  an  anonymous, 
free  of  charge  basis.  Some 
might  argue  that  this  amounts 
to  the  administration  condoning 
teenage  sex  and  that  such  ac¬ 
ceptance  will  lead  to  more  pro¬ 
miscuity.  The  fact  is,  however, 
that  high  school  students  do 
have  sex.  School  officials 
should  put  aside  whatever  opin¬ 
ions  they  may  have  about  the 
morality  of  premarital  sex  and 
recognize  that,  since  they  will 
never  succeed  in  enforcing 
chastity  on  the  student  body, 


they  should  focus  their  efforts 
on  promoting  safe  sex,  prevent¬ 
ing  teenage  pregnancies,  and 
preventing  STDs.  Making 
condoms  available  at  school 
would  do  much  to  further  this 
effort.  No  one  who  is  not  al¬ 
ready  having  sex  will  start  sim¬ 
ply  because  condoms  are 
made  available  in  school. 
Those  who  do  have  sex  will  be 
more  likely  to  use  protection  if 
it  is  readily  available. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  dis¬ 
tribute  condoms  to  every  stu¬ 
dent  in  homeroom.  This  might 
offend  the  sensibilities  of  many, 
espescially  younger  students, 
and  it  would  inevitable  result  in 
abuse  (makeshift  balloons). 
However,  condoms  should  be 
available  in  the  nurses’  office  for 
any  student  who  needs  one. 
Coupled  with  an  improved  sex 
education  curriculum,  this 
would  increase  awareness  and 
make  it  less  likely  that  students 
will  allow  their  lives  to  be  ruined 
by  a  hastily  made  decision  to 
have  sex. 


Lead  with  Honor 


War  is  hell,  and  that  is  the 
way  it  should  be.  Precisely  be¬ 
cause  of  its  horrendous  nature, 
because  it  demands  sacrifices 
of  the  sort  that  no  people  should 
have  to  make,  war  has  always 
been  a  last  resort  among  na¬ 
tions  that  hold  the  lives  of  their 
citizens  in  high  regard.  Yet  in 
the  post-Cold  War  era,  war  for 
the  United  States  has  become 
easier,  more  antiseptic,  com¬ 
paratively  bloodless  and  thus 
more  palatable  to  the  American 
government  and  the  American 
people.  As  we  prepare  for  a 
possible  war  with  Iraq,  our  gov¬ 
ernment  asks  of  us  no  great 
sacrifice.  We  are  not  told  to 
enlist  in  the  military  or  cut  down 
on  our  oil  use  or  save  our  scrap 
metal.  We  are  asked  to  go 
shopping  and  are  offered  billion 
dollar  tax  cuts  as  a  reward. 
Congressmen  glibly  vote  to 
approve  the  use  of  force,  know¬ 
ing  that  their  sons  will  never 
come  home  in  body  bags.  TV 
pundits  just  as  glibly  extol  the 
virtues  of  a  preemptive  strike, 
discounting  the  possibility  that 
the  blood  of  their  loved  ones  will 
be  shed  in  support  of  the  theo¬ 
ries  they  espouse.  Teenagers 
tune  it  all  out,  confident  that 
whatever  is  going  on  at  the 
Pentagon  or  in  the  chambers  of 
the  UN  Security  Council  will 
have  no  effect  on  their  lives. 

War  is  discussed  not  as  a 
last  ditch  response  to  a  lethal 
threat  but  as  a  precautionary 
measure,  a  viable  alternative  to 
diplomacy.  We  talk  about  war 
as  if  war  were  not  hell,  and  that 
is  dangerous.  There  is,  how¬ 
ever,  one  sure  way  to  stop  this 
ominous  trend:  reinstate  the 
draft.  No  deferrals  for  college 
students  or  for  the  sons  of  pow¬ 
erful  fathers.  No  gender  bias, 
either — include  women  this 
time.  Make  the  military  a  true 
cross-section  of  the  American 
public,  rather  than  the  force  of 
volunteers — overwhelmingly 
from  poor,  minority  back¬ 
grounds — that  it  is  now.  Let  ev¬ 
ery  young  American  spend  two 
years  of  his  or  her  life  serving 
his  or  her  country. 

Representative  Charles 
Rangel  has  introduced  a  bill  to 
revive  the  draft,  explaining  that 
“decision  makers  who  support 
war  would  more  readily  feel  the 
pain  of  conflict  and  appreciate 
the  sacrifice  of  those  on  the 
front  line  if  their  children  were 
there,  too,”  and  that,  even  if 
“supporters  of  an  invasion  [of 
Iraq]  are  right  and  war  is  inevi¬ 
table,  everyone  who  loves  this 
country  is  bound  by  patriotic 
duty  to  defend  it."  Rangel  is 
right.  With  a  universal  draft,  all 
Americans  would  have  a  per¬ 
sonal  stake  in  the  fate  of  their 
nation.  With  their  futures  on  the 
line,  kids  would  not  long  remain 
uninformed  and  apathetic,  nei¬ 


ther  would  adults.  Before  going 
to  war,  America  would  be  forced 
to  engage  in  a  broad  national 
debate,  deciding  whether  the 
battle  we  are  about  to  wage  is 
one  for  which  we  are  willing  to 
sacrifice  the  lives  of  our  young 
people.  Congressmen  and 
presidents  would  hesitate  be¬ 
fore  making  a  decision  that 
would  send  their  own  sons  and 
daughters  off  to  war,  making 
sure  that  all  alternatives  had 
been  exhausted  and  that  war 
was  an  absolutely  necessary 
response  to  a  grave  threat.  In 
short,  they  would  engage  in  the 
kind  of  soul-searching  in  which 
they  should  engage  anyway, 
but  don’t. 

At  first  glance,  a  revived 
and  expanded  draft  presents  lo¬ 
gistical  problems.  It  would  re¬ 
sult  in  a  vast  number  of  con¬ 
scripts,  more  than  would  prob¬ 
ably  be  necessary  to  fight  a  war 
confined  to  a  single  region  and 
based  on  modern  military  tech¬ 
nology.  Yet  there  are  vital  tasks 
that  could  be  performed  by  all 
these  additional  recruits.  As 
many  recruits  as  needed  (cho¬ 
sen  on  a  completely  random 
basis,  with  no  special  favors  for 
anyone)  would  be  assigned  to 
traditional  military  duties.  Oth¬ 
ers  could  contribute  to  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  homeland,  per¬ 
forming  passenger  screening  at 
airports,  supplementing  the  in¬ 
adequate  supply  of  federal  air 
marshals,  and  learning  lan¬ 
guage  and  technology  skills  to 
aid  in  the  fight  against  terrorism. 
Still  others  could  be  put  to  work 
in  a  vast  national  service  orga¬ 
nization  along  the  lines  of 
Americorp  which  would  go  into 
our  nation’s  poorest  neighbor¬ 
hoods  to  wage  war  on  poverty 
and  ignorance.  All  draftees  en¬ 
gaged  in  non-martial  work 
would  retain  the  status  of  mili¬ 
tary  reserves,  available  to  be 
called  up  and  sent  into  combat 
when  necessary. 

A  universal  draft  would 
make  all  Americans,  black  and 
white,  rich  and  poor,  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  defense  of  their 
nation.  It  would  foster  equality, 
putting  young  men  and  women 
of  all  backgrounds  together  on 
an  equal  plane,  all  obligated  to 
perform  the  same  service  as 
Americans.  It  would  bring  our 
country  together  both  to  oppose 
war  when  unnecessary  and 
fight  when  we  must.  In  addition 
to  facilitating  our  military  de¬ 
fense  abroad,  it  would  help  us 
guard  against  terrorism  at 
home  and  improve  conditions 
in  our  own  country.  A  universal 
draft  is  worth  implementing  for 
all  these  reasons,  worth  imple¬ 
menting  because  it  would  make 
for  a  better  America  at  a  time 
when  the  world’s  welfare  de¬ 
pends  on  our  being  the  best 
country  we  can. 


James  “Whitey”  Bulger,  a 
name  that  has  come  up  so  of¬ 
ten  in  the  news,  has  created 
many  problems  for  the  FBI  and 
his  family,  included  in  which  is 
William  Bulger  his  brother,  the 
president  of  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  at  Amherst. 
James  Bulger,  part  of  the  FBI’s 
“Ten  Most  Wanted”  list,  has 
been  accused  of  18  murders 
and  various  counts  of  rack¬ 
eteering. 

Bulger’s  actions  have  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  government  issu¬ 
ing  a  subpoena  for  his  brother’s 
testimony  before  a  Congres¬ 
sional  committee.  The  courts 
are  pressing  him  to  disclose 
information  about  his  brother’s 
criminal  activity  and  any  infor¬ 


mation  that  may  potentially  re¬ 
veal  Whitey’s  whereabouts. 

In  previous  instances, 
William  Bulger  has  refused  to 
testify  against  his  infamous 
older  brother,  and  his  refusal  to 
incriminate  “Whitey”  has  re¬ 
sulted  in  controversy.  If  Bulger 
was  a  private  citizen  without  the 
responsibility  of  being  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  UMASS-Amherst,  per¬ 
haps  this  would  be  a  different 
issue,  and  if  the  accusations 
that  have  been  made  against 
James  Bulger  were  far  less  se¬ 
vere,  William’s  devotion  to  his 
family  might  even  be  admirable. 
However,  Bulger  is  indeed  the 
president  of  UMASS  Amherst 
and  thus,  he  needs  to  lead  by 
example.  The  president  of  a 


public  institution  of  learning 
must  uphold  the  morals  of  in¬ 
tegrity  and  justice.  Bulger  has 
a  responsibility  to  the  public.  A 
public  institution  of  learning,  or 
a  private  one  for  that  matter, 
attempts  to  instill  in  its  students 
a  desire  to  uphold  and  form  a 
community  of  mutual  respect 
and  honor.  By  refusing  to  tes¬ 
tify  against  his  brother,  William 
Bulger  is  witholding  truth  and 
refusing  to  act  as  a  model  in  this 
system.  If  a  person  in  power 
does  not  lead  from  the  top, 
those  who  look  up  to  him  can¬ 
not  be  expected  to  act  in  a  re¬ 
spectful  and  honorable  manner; 
it  would  be  a  double  standard. 
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Caitlin  McGovern 


America  has  been  a  melt¬ 
ing  pot  since  its  inception.  The 
element  that  made  it  strong  was 
a  level  playing  field  based  on  a 
common  language  and  a  com¬ 
mon  purpose.  Language  itself 
is  not  responsible  for  separat¬ 
ing  people;  rather,  people’s  in¬ 
ability  to  accept  one  another’s 
differences  is  responsible  for 
them  to  deny  each  other  equal¬ 
ity.  Being  able  to  communicate 
only  strengthens  one’s  accep¬ 
tance  and  understanding. 

Communication  unites  a 
country.  Without  the  ability  to 
communicate  with  one  another, 
we  lack  a  solid  foundation  for 
our  country  and  for  its  social 
and  economic  growth.  There¬ 
fore,  language  is  essential  to 
harmony  and  awareness;  how 
best  to  achieve  a  common 
voice  is  the  question. 

Perhaps  the  best  way  to 
reflect  upon  the  answer  is  to  ex¬ 
amine  our  country’s  history. 
Prejudice  towards  others  has 
historically  been  the  foundation 
for  conflict  and  is  responsible 
for  denying  opportunity  to  oth- 


Op-ed 

English  Immersion  Right  Choice 


ers.  Despite  the  belief  that  mul¬ 
tilingual  education  is  a  way  of 
eliminating  prejudices,  it  in  fact 
enhances  resentment. 

Traditionally,  immigrants 
who  are  forced  to  integrate  by 
using  the  English  language  in 
order  to  work  are  motivated  to 
succeed.  This  trend  is  exempli¬ 
fied  by  the  waves  of  Europeans 
and  Asians  who  have  helped  to 
create  our  urban  settings  by 
contributing  to  and  founding 
successful  businesses. 

In  an  effort  to  be  politically 
correct,  are  we  possibly  handi¬ 
capping  people  who  would  be 
integrated  more  successfully  by 
programs  that  do  not  divide 
people? 

Bilingual  education,  in  its 
attempt  to  unite  through  com¬ 
munication,  in  fact  divides  stu¬ 
dents.  It  separates  students  into 
foreign  speaking  and  English 
speaking  classes.  It  prevents 
students  from  forming  the 
bonds  that  would  be  created 
while  helping  each  other  to 
communicate,  accept,  and 
learn. 


Although  this  lack  of  com¬ 
munication  and,  therefore,  a 
lack  of  unity  is  a  major  hin¬ 
drance  in  the  bilingual  educa¬ 
tion  system.  It  is  hardly  the  only 
one.  Money  is  a  huge  issue  in 
this  decision.  Due  to  the  bud¬ 
get  cuts  inflicted  upon  our  state, 
our  schools  lack  the  funds  to 
provide  both  bilingual  education 
and  extracurricular  activities.  All 
students  are  at  a  greater  dis¬ 
advantage  without  the  opportu- 
nities  provided  through 
extracurricular  activities.  How 
can  we  save  the  ex- 
tracurriculars?  Perhaps  english 
immersion  is  the  answer.  En¬ 
glish  immersion  would  allow 
schools  to  save  money  and  re¬ 
tain  extracurricular  activities. 

English  immersion  has 
many  other  benefits.  It  allows 
students  to  feel  accomplished 
and  accepted  when  they  learn 
English  rather  than  being  iso¬ 
lated.  If  a  school  does  not  chal¬ 
lenge  a  student,  then  that  stu¬ 
dent  does  not  know  what  he  or 
she  can  accomplish.  Without 
challenge  there  is  no  ambition 


and  therefore  no  change. 

Students  who  have  been 
taught  bilingually  in  other 
states,  such  as  California  with 
its  high  number  of  immigrants, 
show  no  outstanding  evidence 
of  integration.  Immigrants  who 
are  “baptized  by  fire”  achieve 
more  through  ambition  and 
confidence  than  those  who  are 
“spoon-fed.” 

When  immigrants,  who 
shaped  this  country,  came  to 
America,  they  had  to  learn  the 
language  in  order  to  survive. 
Through  this  trial,  immigrants 
changed  America  and  im¬ 
proved  our  society.  We  all  have 
examples  of  this  in  our  personal 
history.  I  know  Russian  and  Ital¬ 
ian  adults  who  have  come  to 
this  country  knowing  nothing  of 
our  culture  or  language,  and  yet 
have  achieved  more  than  most 
native,  English  speaking  Ameri¬ 
cans. 

Although  I  strongly  sup¬ 
port  the  english  immersion  sys¬ 
tem,  I  do  understand  that  some 
may  have  trouble  in  adjusting, 
but  I  don’t  believe  that  bilingual 


education  is  a  way  to  help  them. 

I  would  rather  make  a  provision 
to  the  english  immersion  sys¬ 
tem  in  the  form  of  “one-on-one” 
volunteer  tutoring  by  students 
or  teachers  to  provide  extra 
help  for  the  students  who  find 
English  immersion  too  difficult. 
This  would  not  only  help  foreign 
students  integrate  into  their  new 
found  community,  but  it  would 
also  provide  bonds  for  cultural 
exchange. 

I  can’t  imagine  moving  to 
Paris  and  being  accommo¬ 
dated  in  a  way  that  would  pre¬ 
vent  me  from  improving  my 
French  and  immersing  myself 
in  the  culture  I  had  come  to 
absorb.  It  would  result  in  a  su¬ 
perficial  knowledge  and  expe¬ 
rience.  It  would  take  me  twice 
as  long  to  learn  the  language 
and  the  subtleties  of  the  culture 
than  if  I  were  forced  to  integrate. 
In  this  same  way,  the  benefits 
of  english  immersion  far  out¬ 
weigh  the  benefits  of  bilingual 
education. 

Caitlin  McGovern  is  a  member 
of  Class  II 


Darius  Banam  Where  haS  a\\  jJ^g  m0neV  gone? 


As  an  elite  institution 
among  a  decrepit  public  school 
system,  BLS  cannot  be  ig¬ 
nored.  You  want  to  see  a  rich 
heritage?  Just  go  into  the  BLS 
auditorium.  You  want  to  see  a 
rich  city  withholding  funds  from 
schools?  You’re  in  it.  The  BPS 
School  Committee  proposes  to 
cut  approximately  $1  million 
from  BLS  alone.  How  can  that 
be?  I  couldn’t  help  but  exer¬ 
cise  my  insatiable  curiosity  in 
this  matter.  Bombarding  the 
BPS  hotline,  I  called  time  after 
time  after  time  to  get  the  same 
answer  from  the  surly  operator. 
“This  is  simply  a  precautionary 
measure  so  that  in  future  years, 
we  can  have  more  money  to 
update  some  of  the  technol¬ 
ogy,”  she  would  sneer,  clearly 
irked  by  my  tenacity.  I  sensed 
a  personal  victory  by  frustrat¬ 
ing  the  woman  sufficiently  so 
that  an  intense  warning  greeted 
my  next  call,  “Sonny,  if  you’re 
still  calling  about  the  budget 


proposals,  you’re  gonna  get  the 
exact  same  answer  as  the  last 
two  million  times!”  Chuckling 
to  myself,  I  hastily  put  down  the 
receiver  and  dashed  to  the 
nearest  piece  of  paper,  jotting 
down  as  much  as  I  could  re¬ 
member  with  relish.  Upon  fin¬ 
ishing,  I  quickly  sat  down,  sat¬ 
isfied  with  my  discovery.  How¬ 
ever  as  I  sat  up  in  bed  that 
night,  looking  at  the  colorless 
ceiling,  it  hit  me.  There  must 
be  a  particular  reason  why  all 
of  this  has  happened.  I  mean, 
on  no  ordinary  day  does  the  first 
public  school  in  the  country 
suddenly  lose  $1  million  per 
annum  and  those  behind  it  all 
are  reluctant  to  talk.  There 
must  be  a  plausible  account  for 
all  of  this  (or  so  I  told  myself  that 
night). 

I  awoke  the  next  morning, 
fresh  with  newfound  vigor.  I 
went  online  and  perused 
through  some  press  releases  of 
the  BPS,  carefully  combing 


them  in  search  of  any  more 
goldmines.  I  familiarized  my¬ 
self  with  the  facts  (i.e.  exactly 
what  the  budget  proposals 
might  be  and  their  possible  con¬ 
sequences).  Carefully  analyz¬ 
ing  each  proposed  change.  I  fi¬ 
nally  came  to  the  resolution 
that,  on  the  whole,  I  had  no  se¬ 
rious  objection  to  the  cuts. 

The  first  change  that 
struck  me  was  the  option  for 
seniors  to  take  five  courses  in¬ 
stead  of  the  conventional  six, 
replacing  the  excess  periods 
with  study  halls.  By  no  means 
will  the  future  senior  classes  be 
required  to  take  five  courses 
(however,  I’m  sure  that  there 
will  always  be  those  select  few 
who  would  prefer  to  take  five). 
That  is  not  to  say  that  I  have 
not  heard  any  complaints  about 
this.  The  major  protest  that  stu¬ 
dents  have  lodged  is  that  col¬ 
leges  prefer  to  see  as  many 
courses  as  physically  possible 
on  the  transcript  of  prospective 


students.  In  response,  colleges 
tend  to  look  much  more  at  the 
composite  difficulty  of  your 
courses  as  opposed  to  how 
many  courses  you  take. 

The  school  board  plans  to 
cut  approximately  1 0  percent  of 
funds  used  toward  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  school  supplies.  It  is 
true  that  we  as  students  have 
constantly  heard  the  complaints 
of  teachers  moaning  about  the 
lack  of  paper  in  the  school  (an 
understandable  woe).  How¬ 
ever,  as  much  as  we  may  not 
like  it,  there  always  seems  to 
be  enough  paper  for  those 
dreaded  history  exams  (where 
the  minimum  essay  length  is  3 
pages). 

Another  major  modifica¬ 
tion  that  caught  my  eye  is  the 
reduction  of  staff  in  almost  ev¬ 
ery  department.  Although  it 
may  seem  dramatic  at  first, 
upon  introspection  you  will  no¬ 
tice  that  it  is  only  a  single 
teacher  from  every  department. 


Andrew  Freeman  Aiding  and  Abettin 


There  is  a  $2  billion  fiscal 
crisis  in  Massachusetts,  and 
governor  Mitt  Romney  is  con¬ 
sidering  a  solution:  casino  gam¬ 
bling.  Among  the  myriad  forms 
a  proposal  could  take  are  Indian 
reservations  constructing  enor¬ 
mous  facilities  to  rival 
Connecticut’s  Mohegan  Sun 
and  Foxwoods  resorts,  video 
lottery  halls,  and  bingo  halls. 

My  limited  travel  experi¬ 
ence  took  me  to  Atlantic  City,  a 
New  Jersey  metropolis  re¬ 
nowned  for  a  casino-inspired 
descent  into  crime,  poverty,  and 
general  dilapidation.  Every 
third  store  was  a  pawn  shop 
along  streets  popularized  in  the 
board  game  Monopoly.  Re¬ 
gardless  of  the  massive  rev¬ 
enues  gambling  provides  to  the 
state  governments,  in  the  mu- 


lantic  City,  the  social  costs  in 
these  areas  have  been  im¬ 
mense:  violent  histories  of  or¬ 
ganized  crime,  prostitution,  and 
other  vices. 

We  are  all  familiar  with 
arguments  for  and  against  ca¬ 
sino  gambling,  and  admittedly 
the  above  examples  represent 
the  farthest  extremes;  less  ap¬ 
parent  are  the  effects  of  more 
limited  ventures  such  as  state 
lotteries,  bingo  halls,  race¬ 
tracks,  and  Indian  resorts.  Al¬ 
ready  we  in  Massachusetts 
have  a  vibrant  state  lottery 
which  generates  hundreds  of 
millions  in  revenue  returned  to 
communities  throughout  the 
state;  additionally,  greyhound 
tracks  allow  for  legalized  gam¬ 
bling. 

Measures  creating  limited 


gambling  operations  have  been 
well  received  in  other  states, 
such  as  Rhode  Island,  where 
no  visible  growth  in  crime  has 
been  reported  as  a  result  of  the 
facilities’  expansion.  However 
the  mere  fact  that  there  is  no 
obvious  decline  in  a 
community’s  appearance  does 
not  indicate  that  there  are  no  re¬ 
verberations  in  the  populace. 

Like  everything  else, 
gambling  can  become  exces¬ 
sive.  While  some  might  argue 
it  is  an  individual’s  responsibil¬ 
ity  to  avoid  self-destructive  be¬ 
havior  or  to  determine  when  to 
stop,  neither  responsibility  nor 
judgment  are  espoused  by 
American  culture.  Where  this 
becomes  the  government’s 
concern  is  not  only  when  indi¬ 
viduals  commit  a  crime  to  feed 


their  addiction,  but  also  when 
they  are  unable  to  function 
properly  in  society.  Jobs  de¬ 
serted,  families  ruined,  and 
sundry  social  costs  are  the 
greatest  advocates  for  restraint 
in  gambling  and  life  in  general. 

What  is  most  tragic  about 
the  current  situation  is  that  the 
Massachusetts  government  will 
almost  certainly  implement 
some  proposal  that  will  in¬ 
crease  gambling  across  the 
state,  but  will  not  accompany  it 
with  a  program  to  assist  com¬ 
pulsive  gamblers.  Evidence  of 
this  can  be  found  with  the  ef¬ 
fective  scrapping  of  the  anti¬ 
smoking  advertising  campaign, 
which  was  highly  successful 
and  nationally  recognized.  The 
fact  is  that  the  state  can  make 
far  more  money  in  the  short 


True,  class  sizes  may  increase, 
but  this  gives  teachers  the 
golden  opportunity  of  encour¬ 
aging  group  work  through  col¬ 
laboration  and  a  collective  in¬ 
sight.  Any  student  at  BLS  can 
prove  himself  capable  at  the 
individual  level,  but  it  is  our  abil¬ 
ity  to  work  productively  and  ef¬ 
ficiently  within  a  group  that  sets 
us  apart  from  the  rest,  an  ad¬ 
mirable  quality. 

The  remaining  modifica¬ 
tions  to  the  quotidian  at  BLS  are 
minute,  barely  affecting  the  day 
to  day  hustle  and  bustle.  Also, 
several  of  them  are  very  specu¬ 
lative  and  have  not  been  con¬ 
firmed  yet  (i.e.  elimination  of 
German  as  a  language).  So 
why  not  accept  and  embrace 
these  changes  instead  of 
thoughtlessly  dismissing  them 
(hey,  they  may  not  be  enacted 
anyway,  so  don’t  sweat  it)? 

Darius  Banani  is  a  member  of 
Class  II 


term  from  the  suffering  of  com¬ 
pulsive  gamblers,  smokers,  and 
alcoholics  by  virtue  of  our  regu¬ 
latory  taxes.  The  government 
should  encourage  positive  be¬ 
havior,  not  sanction  the  self¬ 
destructive.  “Controlled  sub¬ 
stances”  in  their  current  form 
are  not  controlled;  rarely  does 
a  storeowner  limit  the  number 
of  lottery  tickets,  cigarettes,  or 
alcohol  a  patron  can  buy. 
Never  does  a  casino  bounce  a 
man  about  to  dump  his  retire¬ 
ment  fund  on  roulette.  These 
businesses,  by  virtue  of  their 
dependence  on  vice,  are  not 
required  to  assist  others,  but 
government,  which  sees  first¬ 
hand  the  effects  of  these  de¬ 
pendencies,  is. 

Andrew  Freeman  is  a 
member  of  Class  I 
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Boston  Latin  School 


News 

U.S.  Military  Gets  Student  Info 


By  Stephen  Dewey,  I 


Staff  Writer 

A  little-noticed  provision  in 
the  No  Child  Left  Behind  law, 
which  President  Bush  and 
Senator  Kennedy  promoted  at 
Boston  Latin  School  last  year, 
will  require  all  federally-funded 
high  schools  to  provide  the  mili¬ 
tary  with  the  names,  addresses, 
and  phone  numbers  of  juniors 
and  seniors. 

The  provision  has  not  met 
much  resistance  in  most  parts 
of  the  nation,  and  95  percent  of 
the  nation’s  high  schools  are 
now  in  full  compliance.  How¬ 
ever,  some 

communities,  including  several 
Massachusetts  school  districts, 
are  protesting  the  requirement. 
Still,  these  schools  are  also  re¬ 
laxing  their  restrictions  on  mili¬ 
tary  recruitment,  since  noncom¬ 
pliance  could  lead  to  the  loss 
of  funding. 

Parents  and  administra¬ 
tors  in  Cambridge  and 
Northampton  feel  that  the  pro¬ 
vision  represents  an  invasion  of 
privacy. 

“It’s  a  vast  departure  from 
the  way  we’ve  done  business,” 


By  Olivia  Paquette,  IV 

Staff  Writer 

There  are  some  things 
that  you  just  can’t  survive  with¬ 
out  at  BLS.  Pens  and  pencils 
are  necessary  all  the  time;  a  T 
pass  or  some  change  is  essen¬ 
tial  to  commute;  aTI-83  calcu¬ 
lator  is  required  for  many  math 
classes.  Another  important  item 
that  you  might  not  want  to  leave 
home  without  is  hand  sanitizer. 
This  comes  in  especially  handy 
when  you  walk  into  a  bathroom 
and  realize,  to  your  dismay,  that 
the  soap  dispenser  has  disap¬ 
peared. 

A  lack  of  supplies  such  as 
soap  and  paper  towels  is  one 
of  many  complaints  made  by 
BLS  students  about  the  bath¬ 
rooms.  Some  students  avoid 
using  the  school  bathrooms 
entirely.  “Everything  is  dirty," 
says  Aoife  Martin  (IV).  “They 
smell  bad,”  adds  Shiyu  Wei 
(IV).  According  to  Alia  Qatarneh 
(IV),  certain  bathrooms  are 
preferable  to  others.  ‘The  bath¬ 
rooms  in  the  girls’  locker  room 
are  much  cleaner,”  she  says. 

The  location  of  the  bath¬ 
rooms  is  another  problem,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Maria  Rocha- 
Buschel  and  Lauren 
Picklesimer  (IV).  “The  bath¬ 
rooms  are  planted  in  random 
places  that  seem  to  move,  and 
I  can  never  remember  where 
[they  are],”  says  Rocha- 
Buschel  (IV).  Picklesimer  ex¬ 
plains,  “I  found  out  that  on  the 
first  floor  there  are  two  girls’ 
bathrooms  in  the  front  of  the 
school  -  and  one  of  them  is 
painted  blue.  Yet  another 
puzzle  to  solve  at  BLS.” 

Complaints  about  the 
Latin  School  bathrooms  made 
news  in  October  of  2000.  when 


said  Donna  Harlan,  a 
Northampton  associate 
superindendent.  “We  are  not  in 
the  business  of  giving 
lists  of  names  of  kids  to  any¬ 
body.  That  was  tough.  The  is¬ 
sue  was  if  we  were  to  receive 
federal  or  state  money,  we  had 
to  comply  with  the  law.” 

The  military,  however, 
protests  that  it  is  doing  nothing 
wrong,  and  does  not  attempt  to 
hide  the  fact  that  it  is  aiming  to 
recruit  high  schoolers  for  the 
nation’s  defense.  According  to 
Defense  Secretary  Donald 
Rumsfeld  and  Education  Sec¬ 
retary  Rod  Paige,  the  military’s 
recruitment  effort  is  beneficial 
since  military  service  helps  fund 
one’s  education  and  develop 
one’s  character.  Moreover,  re¬ 
cruiters  sent  by  the  military  in¬ 
sist  there  is  nothing  coercive 
about  their  recruitment  tech¬ 
niques.  As  one  recruiter  said, 
“we’re  just  trying  to  protect  their 
freedoms.” 

Part  of  the  reason  for  the 
provision’s  inclusion  is  the 
military’s  rapidly  increasing  re¬ 
cruitment  cost,  which  has 
nearly  doubled  from  $6,500  per 
recruit  to  $1 1 ,600  per  recruit  in 


an  article  in  the  Boston  Globe 
by  Anand  Vaishnav  described 
the  lack  of  supplies,  among 
other  problems.  According  to 
the  article,  officials  from  the 
Boston  Public  Health  Commis¬ 


sion  inspected  the  bathrooms 
after  student  protestors  com¬ 
plained  that  they  weren’t  clean. 
Some  violations  of  health  codes 
were  found,  and  the  school  de¬ 
cided  to  fix  the  problems. 

Today,  inspections  are 
made  monthly  to  assure  that 
bathrooms  are  being  properly 
cleaned  and  have  the  neces¬ 
sary  supplies.  The  inspector  for 
Latin  School  custodians  is 
Robbie  Robinson,  a  building 


the  past  decade. 

Those  who  don’t  want  the 
military  to  receive  their  personal 
information  do  have  a  remedy; 
students  can  “opt  out”  by  sub¬ 
mitting  a  notice  in  writing  to  their 
school  district. 

Yet  students  who  might 
object  to  military  recruitment 
are  failing  to  take  advantage  of 
that  option.  All  Boston  Public 
School  high  school  students  re¬ 
ceived  an  opt-out  notice  in  their 
BPS  student  handbooks,  but 
fewer  than  a  dozen  actually 
took  advantage  of  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  do  so. 

In  New  York  City,  where 
the  city’s  Department  of  Educa¬ 
tion  mailed  the  opt-out  notices 
later  than  many  would  have 
liked,  the  American  Civil  Liber¬ 
ties  Union  has  urged  the  city’s 
education  chancellor  to  create 
an  easier  system  for  opting  out. 
In  particular,  the  ACLU  feels 
that  since  opt-out  notices  are 
frequently  ignored,  the  city 
would  do  better  to  provide  opt- 
in  forms,  thus  protecting  stu¬ 
dents’  information  by  default  if 
the  forms  are  not  returned. 

The  provision  also  re¬ 
quires  high  schools  to  provide 


service  manager  for  Facilities 
Management  of  the  Boston 
Public  Schools,  reported  Assis¬ 
tant  Headmaster  Mr.  Flynn. 

The  bathrooms  are 
cleaned  and  supplies  replen¬ 


ished  regularly,  but  some  prob¬ 
lems  remain.  According  to  Mr. 
Tyner,  the  Latin  School’s  head 
night  custodian,  the  bathrooms 
are  usually  locked  at  the  end  of 
the  school  day  so  that  they  can 
be  cleaned.  The  night  shift  re¬ 
places  supplies  that  have  run 
out  during  the  day.  However, 
some  problems  cannot  be 
solved  so  easily.  Unfortunately, 
graffiti  and  vandalism  by  stu¬ 
dents  have  damaged  many  of 


the  military  with  the  same  re¬ 
cruitment  opportunities  that  col¬ 
leges  and  businesses  enjoy. 

Portland,  Oregon,  which 
had  banned  military  recruiting 
at  all  high  schools  for  six  years 
in  protest  of  the  military’s  “don’t 
ask,  don’t  tell”  policy  on  gays, 
is  now  allowing  recruiters  ac¬ 
cess  to  its  1 6,000  students 

The  cities  of  Cambridge 
and  Northampton  are  also  al¬ 
lowing  the  military  access;  last 
November,  Cambridge  held  a 
military  career  fair  at  Cam¬ 
bridge  Rindge  and 
Latin.  Prior  to  the  No  Child  Left 
Behind  law,  students  in  both 
cities  could  only  meet  military 
recruiters  if  the  student  sought 
them  out  first,  and  the  student 
had  to  do  so  under  the  supervi¬ 
sion  of  a  guidance  counselor. 

Students  at  Boston  Latin 
have  mixed  feelings  about  the 
law,  although  all  those  asked  by 
the  Argo  were  opposed  to  the 
military  having  unrestricted  ac¬ 
cess  to  student  data. 

“Most  juniors  are  inun¬ 
dated  enough  with  various  col¬ 
lege  mail.  The  last  thing  we 
need  is  to  be  bothered  by  the 
military  as  well,”  says  Mingjian 


the  bathrooms.  The  custodians 
have  worked  hard  to  paint  over 
graffiti,  but  it  continues  to  be  a 
problem.  In  addition,  some  of 
the  bathrooms  are  missing  dis¬ 
pensers  because  they  have 
been  stolen,  apparently  by  stu¬ 
dents.  Missing  dispensers  and 
other  supplies  must  be  re¬ 
placed,  but  the  process  of  or¬ 
dering  new  ones  takes  time  and 
money.  Most  supplies  are  pur¬ 
chased  in  bulk  because  this  is 
cheaper  for  the  school.  Even 
after  a  missing  dispenser  has 
been  replaced,  it  is  up  to  the 
students  to  make  sure  it  stays 
there.  Mr.  Tyner  comments  that 
it  is  discouraging  for  the  janitors 
to  have  to  replace  supplies 
when  they  know  that  the  sup¬ 
plies  might  be  stolen  or  wasted 
again  soon. 

To  keep  the  bathrooms  in 
satisfactory  condition,  says 
Qatarneh,  “there  should  be  an 
extra  effort  from  the  students 
and  janitors.”  A  greater  amount 
of  money  and  supplies  for  re¬ 
placement  of  missing  items  in 
the  bathrooms  would  probably 
help  improve  them.  However, 
many  of  the  problems  we  find 
in  the  bathrooms  can  be  solved 
with  the  help  of  students.  An 
end  to  vandalism  would  lead  to 
the  biggest  change,  and  help  to 
make  the  bathrooms  cleaner 
and  healthier.  Frugal  use  of 
supplies  such  as  paper  towels 
and  soap  would  also  help  re¬ 
duce  the  amount  of  time  and 
money  needed  for  replacement 
of  supplies.  If  all  students  work 
to  keep  our  bathrooms  in  good 
condition,  we  will  have  much 
less  to  complain  about. 


Chen  (I).  “Furthermore,  col¬ 
leges  actually  obtain  our  e-mail 
addresses  with  our  consent  via 
the  College  Board,  whereas  the 
military  is  now  acting  without 
our  consent.  Separation  of  the 
civilian  and  military  sector  is  an 
essential  tenet  of  democracy.” 

“I  don’t  really  agree  with 
it,  but  the  army  does  need  men, 
and  this  may  be  the  only  means 
of  recruiting  them,”  said  St. 
John  Barned-Smith  (II).  “How¬ 
ever,  I  still  feel  as  if  this  is  an 
invasion  of  my  privacy.” 

“I  don’t  mind  as  long  as  I 
can  actually  opt  out  of  the  re¬ 
cruitment  effort  before  they  get 
my  information,”  said  senior 
Leah  McDonald.  “Otherwise,  it 
would  be  a  violation  of  my  pri¬ 
vacy.” 


CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

Mrs.  Kelley,  referring  to  restruc¬ 
turing  programming.  “I  wish  I 
had  some  easy  answers.” 
Ideas  for  dealing  with  over¬ 
crowded  classes  next  year  at 
BLS  include  reducing  the  re¬ 
quired  number  of  classes  from 
six  to  five  for  seniors  and  jun¬ 
iors.  It  is  possible  that  this 
might  be  mandated.  Asked 
about  the  implications  for  stu¬ 
dents  applying  to  college  hav¬ 
ing  taken  only  five  courses,  Mr. 
Montague  said,  “Would  it  dis¬ 
advantage  our  students?  Quite 
possibly.  Would  it  cripple 
them?  No,  because  they’d  look 
more  like  private  school  stu¬ 
dents,”  who  for  the  most  part 
only  take  five. 

The  Fine  Arts  Department 
faces  the  loss  of  one  music  and 
one  art  teacher.  To  deal  with 
this  Mr.  Pitts  says  he  “would  like 
to  cut  out  all  the  AP  classes.  I 
fought  to  get  the  sequential  cur¬ 
riculum.  If  the  economy  comes 
back  it’s  easier  to  put  the  up¬ 
per  level  back  in.”  There  will 
likely  be  a  reduction  in  the  7m 
grade  instrumental  program 
and  an  increase  in  class  size. 
In  the  foreign  language  depart¬ 
ment,  where  one  teacher  will  be 
lost,  there  has  been  talk  of 
eliminating  the  German  pro¬ 
gram  altogether.  Ms. 
McCarthy,  a  Spanish  teacher, 
voiced  an  idea  of  her  own.  “I 
think  they  should  also  get  rid  of 
the  assistant  to  the  headmas¬ 
ter  because  that’s  a  lot  of 
money,  an  $80,000  position.” 

In  the  coming  months 
many  more  problems  will  arise. 
“I  guess  we’re  hoping  its  going 
to  go  away,”  said  Mr.  Montague 
grimly.  “The  needs  of  every  stu¬ 
dent  have  to  be  met.  I  don’t 
know  how  we’re  going  to  do 
that.”  Mr.  Haberstroh  says  that 
many  decisions  will  be  made 
over  the  summer.  What  is  cer¬ 
tain  is  that  everyone  left  stand¬ 
ing  after  this  round  of  layoffs  will 
have  to  somehow  figure  out  a 
way  to  subsist  on  less.  How 
much  less?  “We've  only  seen 
the  beginning  of  how  schools 
will  be  affected  in  the  future,” 
said  Ms.  Kelley,  “not  only  us,  not 
only  our  city,  but  everyone.” 
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-  A&E  - 

Which  Movies  Do  You  Think  Deserve  Oscars 

This  Year? 

The  A&E  department  conducted  a  poll  of  BLS  students  to  find  out  who  they  think  should  win  the  Academy  Awards  this  year.  The  respondents  included  44  seniors,  24 
juniors,  28  sophomores,  1 6  freshmen,  41  fivesies,  and  7  sixies,  Here  are  the  results.  Special  thanks  to  Alex  Allukian,  Ying  Ying  Fok,  and  Christine  Yoo  for  helping  to 
distribute  and  collect  the  polls. 


Best  Actor 
in  a  Leading  Role 


Best  Picture 


Best  Actress 
in  a  Leading  Role 


wrong 


f  o  r  m  a  t 


Winner:  Adrien  Brody 
for  The  Pianist 


Winner:  The  Lord  of  the  Rings: 
The  Two  Towers 


Winner:  Renee  Zellwegger 
for  Chicago 


Best  Director 


Best  Actor 
in  a  Supporting  Role 


Best  Actress 
in  a  Supporting  Role 


Best  Original  Song 


wrong 


f  o  r ma  t 


Winner:  Peter  Jackson 
for  The  Lord  of  the  Rings: 
The  Two  Towers 


Winner:  Other 
(Orlando  Bloom 
for  The  Lord  of  the  Rings: 
The  Two  Towers) 


Winner:  Cameron  Diaz 
for  Gangs  of  New  York / 
Queen  Latifah 
for  Chicago 


Winner:  8  Mile  -  Eminem 
(For  “Lose  Yourself”) 


Art  or  Not:  Piercings 


“Yes,  because  it’s  decorating  your  body.  It’s  like  in  a  painting,  you  have  a  blank  canvas  and  you  have  to  add  paints  to  it  and  create  a  work  of  your  own.  [Piercing]  is 

designing  on  your  own  body.”  -  Lissa  Wilson-Aguilar 

“They’re  bad  art,  because  they  are  a  form  of  self-expression,  bUt  they  seldom,  if  ever,  look  in  any  way  positive.”  -  Stephen  Dewey 


“I  don’t  think  they  are,  because  they  deform  people^  bodies,  and  that’s  not  art.”  -  Elizabeth  Sampson 
“I  don’t  really  consider  that  art.  Most  people  I  know  get  piercings  to  fit  their  image  better,  not  to  look  artistic.”  -  Ivan  Wong 


“No,  the  actual  jewelry  may  be  art,  but  piercings  are  just  a  way  to  display  it.  It’s  not  like  piercing  your  body  requires 
any  skill.  I  could  just  take  a  needle  and  an  ice  cube  and  pierce  whatever  right  now.”  -Trude  Raizen 

“Not  really,  no.  It’s  just  (makes  a  disgusted  sound).  Now  they  make  an  incision  in  dur  skin  and  put  in  steel  balls  that 

protrude  from  your  skin.  They’re  disgusting.”  -  Nick  DiStefamo 


wear  art.  That  would  mean  that  a  picture  on  a  T-shirt  is  ar_LTjiat£verything  is  art.” 

-  Ke  Zhang 


trt.  I  hat  ev 

IV 


“Art  is  anything  you  believe  is  art,  and  art  is  a  form  of  expressing  yourself,  so  if  you  express  yourself  through  your 

piercings,  it’s  art  to  you.  Maybe  not  to  everybody.”  -  Leahanna  Savain 


“Yeah,  I  guess  so.  Some  people  do  it  to  draw  unnecessary  attention  to  themselves,  and  other  people  do  it  because  they  actually  like  it.  It  depends  on  the  person. 

They  may  think  they’re  expressing  themselves  with  piercings.”  -  Latoya  Sanderson 

“No.  Piercings  don’t  express  a  person’s  feelings.  I  believe  they  are  used  to  get  attention.”  -  Jacob  Graham-Felsen 


“If  it’s  on  the  ears,  yes,  if  it's  on  your  face,  that’s  kind  of  gross.  I  don’t  think  that’s  art.  Some  people  just  wear  them  to  show  off  or  annoy  their  parents.” 

-  Jennifer  Gollotta 


VI 

id  of  pete 


“It’s  an  art  because  the  different  places  you  put  it  show  the  kind  or  pefeon  you  are.  It  shows  your  creativity  and  style.”  -  Francesco  Tena 


Compiled  by  Hana  Yoo,  I:  A&E  Editor 
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Culture  Thriving  in  the  Fens 


Spotlight 

Robert 

Timmerman 


By  Genevieve  Shattow,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Many  people  know  Rob¬ 
ert  Timmerman  as  the  “tech 
guy,”  but  to  those  who  work 
regularly  with  him,  Rob  is  the 
Tech  God.  (Cut  to  lights  flash¬ 
ing  and  theme  song  as  he  en¬ 
ters).  Although  he  doesn’t  yet 
have  his  own  theme  song,  he 
does  have  his  own  action  fig¬ 
ure.  Rob  is  the  one  to  look  for 
when  you  need  someone  to 
build  a  set,  create  a  lighting 
design,  set  up  a  sound  system, 
climb  up  a  tall  ladder,  or  run  a 
T.V.  station.  Currently,  he  is  the 
first  ever  technical  director  of 
the  new  BLS  T.V.  station,  as  well 
as  Technical  Director/Manager/ 
Coordinator  of  the  Drama  Club. 

Rob’s  theater  career  be¬ 
gan  at  age  six,  when  he  started 
working  on  a  crew  for  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Community  Players’  pro¬ 
duction  of  “A  Thurber  Carnival.” 
Since  then  he  has  run  crew  for 
14  shows  at  various  venues  - 
the  Wheelock  Family  Theater, 
New  Repertory  Theater,  and  the 
Commonwealth  Shakespeare 
Company,  to  name  a  few  -  ex¬ 
tending  his  expertise  from  set 
construction  and  movement  to 
areas  of  lighting,  sound,  and 
technical  direction.  Lighting  be¬ 
came  his  true  theatrical  passion 
in  1 994  when  he  lit  his  first  show 
-  the  first  of  35,  along  with 
shows  where  he  would  serve  as 
Lighting  Director  and/or  Master 
Electrician. 

Rob’s  technical  excel¬ 
lence  has  been  extolled  often 
by  his  colleagues  and  it  was 
officially  recognized  by  the 
judges  at  the  Massachusetts 
High  School  Drama  Guild  Com¬ 
petition  last  year,  where  he  won 
an  award  for  “Excellence  in 
Technical  Direction”  for  his  work 
on  “T.V.”  His  favorite  design 
credits  include  “Scrooge”  and 
“Raggedy  Ann  and  Andy”  at  the 
Fourth  Presbyterian  Church 
and  “Mask”  here  at  BLS. 

Not  only  does  he  excel  at 
all  things  technical,  but  Rob  is 
also  a  photography  master. 
Currently  in  Photo  2,  Rob  plans 
to  apply  for  A.P  credit  in  the 
spring.  According  to  teacher 
Andrew  Warren,  “[Rob’s]  im¬ 
ages  are  fresh  and  alert  and 
always  utilize  the  best  aspects 
that  the  technology  has  to  of¬ 
fer,  combined  with  a  very  sharp 
eye.” 

When  anyone  else  would 
say  no  to  a  technical  request 
from  a  demanding  director,  Rob 
does  not  -  he  merely  responds, 
"Miracles  are  easy,  the  impos¬ 
sible  takes  a  little  longer.” 


By  Christine  Yoo,  V 

Contributing  Writer 


Museum  of  Fine  Arts 
Impressions  of  Light:  Land¬ 
scapes  from  Corot  to  Monet 
December  15,  2002-April  13, 
2003 

Be  sure  to  see  this  beautiful 
exhibit,  which  features  many 
paintings,  including  the  colorful 
works  of  Gaugin,  the  blurred  art 
of  Monet,  and  the  soft  master¬ 
pieces  of  Renoir.  There  are  also 
paintings  by  lesser  known  art¬ 
ists  like  Karl  Bodmer.  I  was  es¬ 
pecially  impressed  by  his  paint¬ 
ing  Oaks  on  Wild  Boars.  The 
trees,  with  their  intertwined 
branches,  looked  very  tall  and 
foreboding.  Standing  before  the 
painting,  I  felt  like  I  was  there, 


By  Kassie  Skipper,  II 

Contributing  Writer 

We  all  missed  the  won¬ 
derful  sound  and  performance 
that  the  BLS  Jazz  Band  always 
offers  at  the  Holiday  concert. 
But  you  can  still  see  them  per¬ 
form  at  Boston  Latin’s  first  Jazz 
Night  on  March  28.  Joining  the 
Jazz  Band  will  be  the  newly 
formed  Junior  Jazz  Band,  Jazz 
Combo’s  Chronic  Funk  Syn¬ 
drome  (CFS),  a  Latin  Jazz  en¬ 
semble,  and  D  Black's  Colos¬ 
sal  Sax. 

The  year  has  been  busy 
so  far  for  the  Jazz  Band.  On 
January  1 8,  the  band  competed 
in  the  Berklee  High  School  Jazz 
Festival.  Recently,  the  band 
traveled  to  Toronto,  sharing  a 
bus  with  Boston  Arts  Academy, 
to  take  part  in  a  convention 
sponsored  by  the  International 
Association  of  Jazz  Education 


By  Rob  Winikates,  II 

Staff  Writer 

On  my  continuing  mission  to 
bring  out  the  gems  of  the  arts 
department,  I  ventured  to  the 
depths  of  the  theatre  wing  to 
find  out  what  those  tech  crew 
kids  did  with  all  their  time.  I 
caught  up  with  Dinah  Thibeault 
(II)  who  kindly  shared  the 
innermost  secrets  that  those 
crazy  theatre  kids  hold. 

RW)  What  is  involved  in  doing 
tech  crew  at  BLS? 

DT)  Tech  involves  different 
things-  from  costumes  or  props, 
to  lights,  sound,  and  creating 
the  set.  Mainly  it  consists  of 
designing  a  look  and  then 
finding  what  you  need  to  make 
the  beautiful  portrait  you’ve 
dreamed  up. 

RW)  How  does  one  join  the 
tech  crew? 

DT)  At  the  auditions  for  a  play, 
go  and  ask  for  a  tech  sheet,  or 
simply  keep  an  eye  on  the 
theatre  arts  board  on  the 
second  floor  of  the  arts  wing.  If 
nothing  is  there,  seek  out  the 


in  the  forest  of  Fontainebleau. 
One  shouldn’t  miss  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  see  French  land¬ 
scapes,  right  here  in  Boston. 

Adam  Fuss:  Photographs 
September  25,  2002-January 
12,  2003 

For  those  who  missed  this  ex¬ 
hibit,  the  photographs  there 
were  simply  breathtaking.  In  a 
picture  of  an  eel  winding 
through  water,  Adam  Fuss  was 
able  to  catch  a  moment  when 
the  eel  was  in  motion,  leaving 
a  twisted  trail  of  ripples  in  its 
path.  On  one  wall  of  the  exhibit 
hung  five  black  rectangles  in¬ 
side  picture  frames.  At  first  I 
wondered  why  anyone  would 
have  that  in  an  exhibit.  How¬ 
ever,  after  standing  in  front  of 
the  pictures  for  a  long  enough 


(lAJE).This  annual  convention 
allows  participants  to  watch 
performers,  attend  clinics  and 
take  part  in  discussions  con- 


JAZZ  BAND  KEEPS  ON  PLAYING 


ceming  various  aspects  of  jazz 
music.  Band  member  Rob 
Winikates  (II)  said,  “We  were 
simply  immersed  in  jazz.  It  was 
fabulous.” 


stage  manager  or  assistant 
stage  manager  for  a  sheet.  Its 
fairly  simple:  name,  homeroom, 
grade,  email,  phone  number, 
previous  theatre/tech 
experience  at  BLS  and  other 
places,  why  you  want  to  be 
involved  and  possible  time 
conflicts,  social  security 
number  and  any  account 
numbers  at  local  or 
international  banks  that  you 
have,  plus  a  signing  over  of 
your  soul... 

RW)  What  requirements  does 
one  need  to  be  a  good 
technician? 
DT)lmagination,  dedication  and 
an  ability  to  get  along  with 
people.  The  crew  can  get 
agitated  easily  near  to  the 
performances  and  one  needs  to 
be  able  to  work  through  difficult 
situations.  Flexibility  and  ability 
to  take  constructive  criticism 
are  always  good  traits  as  well. 
RW)What  sort  of  time 
commitment  is  BLS  tech? 
DT)  Although  specific  technical 
areas  may  vary  in  time 
commitment,  it  usually  takes 


time,  the  images  of  children 
slowly  started  to  appear. 

The  Photography  of  Charles 
Sheeler 

October  23,  2002-February  2, 
2003 

The  works  of  Charles  Sheeler, 
an  acclaimed  modern  photog¬ 
rapher,  were  showcased  in  this 
exhibit.  The  subjects  of 
Sheeler’s  black-and-white  pho¬ 
tographs  include  buildings  and 
figures  of  nude  women. 
Sheeler  finds  beauty  in  ordinary 
objects  through  unusual  angles 
and  lighting. 

Isabella  Stuart  Gardner  Mu¬ 
seum 

Due  to  instructions  left  by  Mrs. 
Gardner  in  her  will,  the  Gardner 


The  Jazz  Band  has  quite 
a  schedule  ahead  of  it  for  the 
rest  of  the  year.  It  is  participat¬ 
ing  in  the  Norwood  Jazz  Clas¬ 
sic  Competition  on  February 
13th- and  many  band  members 
are  preparing  for  the  Districts 
competition  on  February  25th. 
Three  years  ago  the  BLS  Jazz 
Band  received  a  silver  medal 
at  Districts  and  for  the  past  two 
years  has  come  away  with  a 
gold  medal  -  a  distinction  Mr. 
Pitts  and  the  band  hope  to  earn 
-  again  this  year.  In  addition,  the 
§  Jazz  Band  is  recording  a  tape 
n  for  the  Duke  Ellington  National 
s  Jazz  Competition  for  the  sec- 
<  ond  year  in  a  row. 

«  The  Boston  Latin  School 
Jazz  Band  invites  you  to  come 
and  support  it  at  any  of  its  per¬ 
formances,  and  hopes  to  see 
you  all  at  the  new  Jazz  night  - 
BLS  style. 


about  an  hour  or  two  a  week  to 
get  stuff,  sometimes  four  hours 
at  the  maximum,  and  then 
closer  to  the  shows,  staying  late 
to  help  run  and  practice  the 
show.  It  takes  quite  a  bit  of  time, 
so  if  one  can’t  make  the 
commitment,  one  should  be 
careful  of  signing  up.  It  is 
possible  one  might  get  yelled 
at  if  one’s  unreliable. 
RW)  Any  last  comments? 

DT)  Crew  can  be  a  lot  of  fun 
but  a  lot  of  work  and  stress  too. 
The  cast  and  crew 
can  get  really  close  though  and 
you  can  make  a  bunch  of  new 
friends  who  are 
kind,  funny,  talented, 
entertaining  and  some  of  the 
greatest  friends  that  you 
will  ever  find.  At  the  end  of  most 
productions,  people  have  a 
giant  orgy  of 

closeness,  or  at  least  a  close- 
knit  family,  Kentucky  style  at 
times.  It  is  an 
amazing  experience  that 
everyone  with  time  should 
consider  trying  out. 


Museum  is  preserved  the  way 
she  left  it.  If  you  missed  the  brief 
showing  of  Sargent’s  Seven 
Sisters  at  the  MFA,  you  can  al¬ 
ways  find  a  sample  of  Sargent’s 
work  at  the  Gardner.  For  a  time, 
Mrs.  Gardner’s  dining  room 
table,  which  appeared  in  the 
movie  The  Age  of  Innocence, 
starring  Michelle  Pfeifer,  was  at 
the  museum. 

Huntington  Theatre  Company 
Breath.  Boom 
March  7-April  6,  2003 
Written  by  Kia  Corthron 
This  play  is  about  the  lives  of 
young  women  on  the  edge.  The 
main  character,  Prix,  over¬ 
comes  abuse  and  neglect,  and 
becomes  the  leader  of  a  girl 
gang. 

Arts 

Schools 

Profiles 

By  Leon  Zheng,  III,  and 
Darius  Banani,  II 

MUSIC 

New  England  Conservatory 

of  Music 

Location:  Boston, 
Massachusetts 

%  admitted:  NEC  accepts  35- 
40%  of  the  applicant  pool.  The 
specific  number  admitted  in 
each  major  varies  yearly  and  is 
determined  by  the  number  of 
openings  created  by  graduating 
students. 

Overview:  NEC  offers  the 
Bachelor’s,  Master’s,  and 
Doctorate  degrees,  and 
undergraduate,  graduate,  and 
artist  diplomas.  Conservatories 
offer  a  concentration  in  one 
specific  area.  Although  the 
student  does  have  liberal  arts 
and  seminar  requirements,  all 
other  academic  courses  center 
on  music.  Students  also  study 
privately  in  weekly  lessons  with 
a  faculty  member. 

THEATRE 

Oberlin  College 

Location:  Oberlin,  Ohio 
%  admitted:  Approximately 
30% 

Overview  Very  popular  among 
young  aesthetes,  the  Oberlin 
Theater  and  Dance  Program  is 
one  of  the  most  renowned  in  the 
nation.  Their  website  states  that 
the  Theater  and  Dance 
Program  offers  students  a 
sound  liberal  arts  foundation,  as 
well  as  theater,  dance,  and  film. 
The  program  is  collaborative 
and  designed  to  foster  a  sense 
of  community. 

A&E  is  looking  for  you  to  write 
for  us! 


Jazz  Band  Has  Jazzy  Pants 
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Arts  Electives  at  BLS 


By  Katie  Macdonald, II 

Staff  Writer 

MUSIC 

Senior  Concert  Band 

Teacher.  Mr.  Pitts 
Admission  Requirements: 
knowledge  of  your  instrument 
What  to  Expect  This  large 
band  performs  at  graduation, 
National  Honor  Society  induc¬ 
tion,  and  Prize  Declamation. 
Student  Opinion:  “The  ar¬ 
rangement  of  the  group  is  fairly 
substantial,  and  there  is  a  good 
variety  of  instruments  for  a  high 
school  band.  The  band  is  able 
to  pull  together.. .and  play 
well.”  -  Rashad  Hardaway,  II 

Concert  Choir 
Teacher.  Mr.  Simmons 
Admission  Requirements: 
Audition.  Must  currently  be  in 
Class  III  or  II. 

Student  Opinion:  “Only  do 
Concert  Choir  if  you’re  willing 
to  make  a  commitment  to  work 
hard  and  smile.  Mr.  Simmons 
is  very  disciplined,  and  wants 
us  to  care  about  music  like  he 
does.  He  pushes  us  to  sight 
read  or  learn  how  to  conduct. 
It’s  hard  to  get  a  roomful  of 
sleep-deprived,  anxious  teen¬ 
agers  to  concentrate,  but  his 


efforts  pay  off  to  some  ex¬ 
tent.”  -  Hana  Yoo,  I 

AP  Music 

Teacher:  Mr.  Pitts  and  Mr. 
Snyder 

Admission  Requirements: 

Entrance  exam.  Must  currently 
be  in  Class  II. 

Student  Opinion:  “The  class 
can  be  difficult.  Don’t  expect  to 
go  into  it  and  not  work.  Mr. 
Snyder  hits  it  from  all  different 
sides,  one  day  we  will  be  in  the 
classroom  working  on  the 
board,  the  next  day  we’ll  be  in 
the  computer  lab  applying  what 
we  learned,  and  the  next  we  will 
be  practicing  our  vocal  skills. 
He  makes  it  fun.”  -  Meagan 
Foley,  I 

For  all  electives,  be  sure  to  look 
in  the  bulletin  in  the  spring  for 
information  about  when  to  com¬ 
plete  the  admissions  require¬ 
ments. 

WRITING 

English  Language  and  Compo¬ 

sition  (Writing)  AP 

Teachers:  Ms.  O’Malley  or  Ms. 

Shevlin 

Admission  Requirements: 

Class  III  English  grades,  En¬ 


glish  teacher  recommendation, 
participation  in  an  afterschool 
timed  writing 

What  to  Expect  Students  par¬ 
ticipate  in  timed  writings  and 
have  regular  writing  assign¬ 
ments.  They  study  the  work  of 
authors  from  many  different 
genres  and  critique  their  class¬ 
mates’  work. 

Student  Opinion:  “It’s  really 
fun  for  us  to  get  to  see  how  cre¬ 
ative  our  classmates  can  be 
and  share  our  thoughts  with 
them,  all  the  while  discovering 
ways  that  we  can  improve  our 
writing.  One  day  we  had  ‘pie 
day’  because  our  last  timed 
writing  was  about  a  boy  who 
had  stolen  a  pie.  It’s  a  cool  way 
to  lighten  the  mood.  I  love  that 
class!”  -  Catherine  Moran,  II 

VISUAL 

Photography 
Teacher.  Mr.  Warren 
Admission  Requirements:  R6 

or  R7  study,  one-two  days  free 
after  school 

What  to  Expect:  Students 
learn  the  basic  concepts  of  pho¬ 
tography.  They  start  the  year  by 
learning  the  different  parts  of 
the  camera  and  their  functions, 
and  by  making  pinhole  cameras 
to  learn  the  importance  of  light 


in  photography.  They  also  learn 
how  to  process  and  develop 
film  while  working  on  assigned 
projects. 

Student  Opinion:  “Photogra¬ 
phy  is  a  lot  of  fun.  It’s  the  great¬ 
est  thing  to  know  that  you’ve 
created  a  picture  without  going 
to  CVS.”  -  Nafkote  Tamirat,  II 

AP  Studio  Art 
Teacher.  Ms.  Jackson 
Admission  Requirements: 
observational  drawing  exam 
What  to  Expect.  Students  in 
the  first  year  of  AP  Art  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  develop  the  funda¬ 
mentals  of  art.  Assignments  are 
often  open-ended  and  subject 
to  interpretation.  Students  cri¬ 
tique  each  others’  work.  Stu¬ 
dents  build  their  portfolios, 
which  include  30  works,  over 
two  years,  and  are  expected  to 
develop  a  ‘concentration’  in 
their  senior  year. 

Student  Opinion:  “I  enjoy  it 
very  much.  It’s  the  highlight  of 
the  day.”  -  Lily  Cho,  II  “People 
should  take  the  class  only  if 
they  want  to  develop  their  art 
skills.  People  think  it’s  an  easy 
A  but  once  they  go  through  the 
process  they  find  out  it’s  not. 
You  have  to  put  in  a  lot  of  ef¬ 
fort.”  -  Li  Qing  Chen,  I 


Reality  Bites 


By  Christine  Yoo,  V 

Contributing  Writer 


Watch  out,  because  real¬ 
ity  shows  are  taking  over  the 
world  of  television.  Starting  with 
shows  like  “Survivor”,  “Temp¬ 
tation  Island”  and  “Boot  Camp” 
the  path  for  reality  shows  has 
widened.  Now,  there  are  at 
least  five  airing,  with  still  more 
to  come.  Some  sound  ridicu¬ 
lous  -  like  “Bridezilla”,  a  show 
about  how  women  can  become 
like  Godzilla  while  planning 
their  wedding.  Is  the  quality  of 
our  television  being  threat¬ 
ened,  or  is  this  the  better,  more 
realistic,  version  of  what  tele¬ 
vision  should  be?  And,  what  is 
the  appeal  of  reality  shows? 

Two  reality  shows  I  watch 
with  enjoyment  are  “High 
School  Reunion”  and  “Ameri¬ 
can  Idol.”  In  “High  School  Re¬ 
union,”  former  classmates  stay 
in  a  house  together.  Some 
people  have  not  changed,  and 


old  high  school  reputations, 
cliques,  and  situations  return. 
Others  have  changed  drasti¬ 
cally  in  the  eyes  of  their  peers. 
For  example,  “the  nerd”  is  given 
the  opportunity 
to  date  “the 
popular  girl” 
and  have  a 
one-on-one 
boxing  match 
with  his  past  ri¬ 
val,  “the  bully”. 

The  show’s  ap¬ 
peal  is  that 
many  of  the  audience  members 
may  dream  of  getting  another 
chance.  The  show  also  has  re¬ 
corded  clips  of  the  classmates 
talking,  almost  like  a  view  into 
someone  else’s  head.  Who 
hasn’t  wished,  at  some  point  or 
another,  to  be  able  to  read 
someone  else’s  mind? 

“American  Idol”  begins 
with  many  hopeful,  but  not  al¬ 
ways  talented,  singers  audition¬ 
ing  in  front  of  three  judges.  As 
the  show  progresses,  the  con¬ 


testants  are  narrowed  down  to 
one  American  Idol.  Strangely 
enough,  Simon,  a  harsh,  bru¬ 
tally  honest  judge,  is  one  of  the 
show’s  greatest  appeals.  His 
comments 
include,  “if 
you  had 
been  born 
2,000  years 
earlier,  you 
would’ve 
been  stoned” 
and,  “that 
was  amaz¬ 
ing...  amazingly  awful.”  As 
Stephanie  Chan  (V)  puts  it,  “It’s 
fun  to  see  other  people  suffer.” 
Her  comments  regarding  “Sur¬ 
vivor”  were  similar.  “They  give 
you  games,  they  give  you  food, 
and  they  make  sure  you  don’t 
die.  That’s  not  reality,”  she  says. 
“If  it  were  really  reality  you 
wouldn’t  find  little  baggies  of 
rice  or  tarpaulins  on  the 
ground. ..they  should  just  let 
them  die.” 

As  the  contestants  of 


American  Idol  grow  fewer,  it  is 
left  up  to  the  viewers  at  home 
to  call  in  and  vote  for  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Idol.  The  audience’s  in¬ 
volvement  adds  appeal  and 
popularity  to  the  show.  The  pre¬ 
vious  American  Idol  winner, 
Kelly  Clarkson,  had  her  song 
become  a  hit  in  the  pop  charts. 
Any  musicians  played  by  actors 
in  television  sitcoms  cannot  do 
the  same. 

Many  of  the  reality  shows 
have  the  same  basic  elements: 
competition,  love,  and  pain.  Of 
course,  still  more  elements  can 
be  added  to  put  a  twist  to  the 
show.  The  people’s  emotions 
are  easy  to  relate  to  and  there 
is  an  authenticity  to  the  shows 
because  the  people  in  them 
were  once  leading  lives  similar 
to  that  of  the  audience.  There 
are  still  debates  against  reality 
shows.  Caitlyn  Zeller  (I)  asks, 
“Why  watch  reality,  when  I  can 
live  it?”  Can  shows  peacefully 
intermingle  with  the  rest  of  tele¬ 
vision? 


“It’s  fun  to  see 

OTHER  PEOPLE 
SUFFER.  ” 


The  Dining  Room :  "Viciously  nice" 


Lydia  Downing,  Jared  Egan, 
Anna  Goodkind,  Will  Keary,  Lily 


By  Caitlin  Allen,  III 

Contributing  Writer 

BLS’s  entry  into  the  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  High  School  Drama 
Guild  this  year  is  A.R.  Gurney’s 
The  Dining  Room,  for  which 
rehearsals  are  already  enthu¬ 
siastically  in  progress. 

BLS  Drama  Club  veteran 
Genevieve  Shattow  (I),  directs 
the  play,  with  assistance  from 
Joe  Gels  (III).  The  Dining 
Room's  scenes  all  take  place 
in  dining  rooms,  but  at  different 


times  of  the  day  and  spanning 
more  than  sixty  years,  from 
1940  to  the  present. 

“It  reflects  some  of  the 
dying  aspects  of 
American  culture,” 

Shattow  said  -  such 
as  the  traditional  fam¬ 
ily  stucture  and  a 
WASP-dominated  so¬ 
ciety. 

The  Dining 
Room's  ensemble  includes  Bi- 
eta  Andemarian,  Drew  Bucilla, 
Jeremiah  Chaplin,  Matt  DiVito, 


Mooney,  Leah  Skahen,  Jonn 
Smith,  Marcus  Stacy,  Nafkote 
Tamirat,  Kelly  Taylor,  Dave  Toro 


and  Margaret  Willison.  Evan 
Mehler  stage  manages  with 
assistant  Trisha  Morris;  set  de¬ 
sign  by  Jon  Smalls  adds  to  the 
piece.  The  play  will  appear 
among  many  others  from 
around  the  state  at  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  High  School  Drama 
Guild  on  March  1.  Be  sure  to 
see  it,  either  in  competition  or 
in  the  Black  Box  Theater.  I 
mean,  come  on  -  any  play  in¬ 
cluding  the  line  “It’s  viciously 
nice”  must  be  cool. 


Spotlight 

Eleanor  Yu 


Lily  Zhong,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


An  expectant  hush  settles 
on  the  crowd  as  the  costumed 
young  woman  stands  in  prepa¬ 
ratory  pose  on  stage.  At  the  first 
strains  of  music,  she  twirls  and 
gracefully  begins  an  intricate 
Chinese  dance,  weaving  her 
limbs  with  incredible  flexibility, 
astounding  her  audiences  once 
again.  Who  is  this  dancer,  you 
ask?  None  other  than  our  be¬ 
loved  Eleanor. 

Beneath  her  tranquil  ex¬ 
terior,  Eleanor  seethes  with  ar¬ 
tistic  fervor  and  expertise.  Not 
only  is  Eleanor  a  dancer,  she 
is  also  a  studio  artist  and  a  vio¬ 
linist.  At  a  young  age,  she  could 
be  seen  making  up  her  own 
dances  and  drawing  under  the 
instruction  of  her  mother,  a  Chi¬ 
nese  vase  painter.  A  moody  art¬ 
ist,  Eleanor  loves  working  with 
pastels  for  their  various  tex¬ 
tures  and  startling  contrasts  of 
hues,  and  likes  portraits  the 
most.  As  a  musician,  Eleanor 
valiantly  plays  as  a  second  vio¬ 
linist  in  the  Advanced  String  En¬ 
semble. 

But  her  favorite  of  these 
three  forms  of  the  arts  is  Chi¬ 
nese  dancing.  Having  started 
taking  lessons  in  second  grade 
in  both  ballet  and  Chinese 
dancing,  she  eventually  aban¬ 
doned  ballet  for  the  Chinese 
ethnic  dances.  Eleanor  said,  "I 
chose  Chinese  dancing  be¬ 
cause  although  it  is  a  disci¬ 
plined  art,  there  is  greater  al¬ 
lowance  for  expressions.  Each 
form  is  totally  different  and  the 
dancer  has  to  adopt  a  new 
character  or  mood  for  each 
specific  dance.”  Another  facet 
of  this  art  form  that  attracted 
Eleanor  is  the  variety  of  Chi¬ 
nese  dances.  Eleanor  declares 
that  there  are  at  least  56  Chi¬ 
nese  minority  dances,  of  which 
her  favorites  are  the  Mongolian 
and  Thai.  The  gorgeous  and 
complex  costumes  and  her  love 
of  performing  also  help  to  make 
this  her  favorite  activity. 

Eleanor  now  leads  the 
Boston  Chinese  Folk  and  Clas¬ 
sical  Dance  Troupe,  which  she 
began  in  second  grade.  For  two 
years,  she  was  also  a  member 
of  the  Chuling  Dance  Academy. 
With  the  Boston  Chinese  Folk 
and  Classical  Dance  Troupe, 
she  has  traveled  to  locations  as 
far  away  as  western  China- to 
perform  for  the  native  people. 
She  has  also  performed  for  lo¬ 
cal  events  and  festivals  such  as 
First  Night,  and  has  participated 
in  the  BLS  Asian  Night  since 
she  was  a  sixie. 

Eleanor  plans  to  pursue 
her  love  of  dancing  in  college 
and  beyond,  perhaps  even  tak¬ 
ing  on  a  side  career  as  a 
teacher  of  Chinese  ethnic 
dances.  Be  on  the  watch  for  this 
great  talent! _ 
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Spotlight 


Jack  Owens 


By  David  Bieee,  I 

Staff  Writer 


For  those  of  you  who 
have  never  met  Jack  Owens, 
here  are  a  few  things  you 
should  know.  First  of  all,  he 
entered  BLS  as  a  sixie  and  has 
flourished  in  the  school’s  de¬ 
manding  atmosphere.  Jack 
also  has  a  drive  for  excellence 
that  has  propelled  him  through 
the  years  to  success  not  only 
in  school,  but  also  in  the  realm 
of  high  school  sports.  Owens  is 
a  mainstay  in  the  BLS  athletic 
community  and  his  work  ethic 
has  paid  off.  Yet,  Jack  is  not  sat¬ 
isfied  with  the  status  quo,  and 
continues  to  work  in  order  to 
better  his  game  and  help  his 
team.  Every  Sunday  morning 
during  hockey  season,  Owens 
is  consistently  down  at  the 
South  Boston  rink  fine-tuning 
his  skills. 

Jack  Owens  has  been  a 
major  force  on  the  Boys’  Var¬ 
sity  Hockey  team  since  he  was 
a  freshman.  Since  that  time,  he 
has  played  an  important  role  in 
his  team’s  success.  Jack  was 
a  major  contributor  to  the  2000 
Division  2  South  championship 
team.  Last  season,  Owens  was 
recognized  for  his  talents  when 
he  was  named  to  the  MVC-DCL 
all  conference  team.  This  sea¬ 
son  has  been  no  different,  as 
Owens’  name  is  visible  atop  the 
DCL  scoring  list.  Jack  also 
plays  town  hockey  for  South 
Boston. This  upcoming  April,  he 
will  travel  with  his  team  to  rep¬ 
resent  his  hometown  in  the 
USA  National  tournament. 

Besides  his  achieve¬ 
ments  on  the  ice,  Jack  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Wolfpack  base¬ 
ball  team.  He  made  the  team 
as  a  sophomore  and  is  now  the 
team’s  starting  left  fielder. 
There  are  high  aspirations  for 
this  year’s  team,  and  Jack 
would  like  to  lend  his  hand  in 
helping  the  boys  team  and  their 
tournament  dreams. 

Yet,  Owens  realizes  the 
importance  of  succeeding  not 
only  in  the  athletic  arena,  but 
also  in  the  classroom.  Last  sea¬ 
son,  Jack  was  able  to  balance 
a  demanding  athletic  schedule 
with  the  rigors  of  college 
courses. 

After  graduation,  Jack 
would  like  to  attend  a  college 
prep  school  in  hopes  of  gain¬ 
ing  acceptance  to  a  Division  3 
school  to  further  a  career  in  his 
true  love,  hockey.  Jack  Owens 
is  the  person  who  will  succeed 
at  everything  he  puts  his  mind 
to  because  of  his  mentality  and 
commitment.  He  will  not  quit 
until  his  dreams  become  a  re¬ 
ality; _ 


Sports 

Girls  Hockey  Keeps  on  Winning 


By  Dan  Weissman,  I 

Contributing  Writf,r 


The  Lady  Wolfpack  is 
having  another  outstanding 
year.  Led  by  Captains  Kerry 
Brennan,  Courtney  Carthas, 
and  Aislinn  Doherty,  their  record 
stands  at  13  wins  and  two 
losses,  which  speaks  for  itself; 
these  gals  are  good.  And  what’s 
the  secret  to  their  success?  Ac- 
cording  to  Captain  Kerry 
Brennan  it’s  a  case  of  practice 
making  perfect  (or  pretty  close.) 
“We’ve  had  great  practices,” 
she  reveals,  “where  the  team 
has  just  come  together  and 


played  as  one.” 

Coming  off  their  most  re¬ 
cent  win  (3-0  at  Acton-Boxboro) 
the  ladies  are  looking  ahead  to 
the  Division  1  Eastern  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Playoffs,  and  with  a 
13-2  record,  the  team  is  going 
to  get  a  high  seed  berth.  The 
team  that  will  be  at  the  top  of 
the  BLS  Girls  hockey  hit  list  will 
be  the  Fontbonne  Ducks.  The 
two  teams  have  met  twice  this 
season,  each  taking  one  game. 
Should  they  meet  in  the  play¬ 
offs  there  would  be  no  bad 
blood,  but  merely  a  friendly  ri¬ 
valry.  “We’re  buddies  with  a  lot 
of  kids  on  their  team,  but  they 
have  always  just  been  our  big 


rivals,”  explains  Captain  Aislinn 
Doherty. 

And  what  do  students 
think  of  the  team?  “They’re 
good,”  says  senior  Nancy  Lee. 
Senior  Omar  Butcher  com¬ 
ments,  “I  don’t  know  much 
about  them  because  I  don’t  fol¬ 
low  them,  but...  yikes!  They’re 
really  good!”  Perhaps  the  most 
telling  comment  comes  from 
senior  Adam  Weiss  who  elo¬ 
quently  puts  it  “They  (the  Lady 
Wolfpack)  are  lll-Matically  Fly, 
and  if  I  were  a  girl,  without  a 
doubt  I’d  definitely  be  on  the 
Girls  Hockey  Team.” 

But  despite  consistently 
dominating  on  the  ice,  the  BLS 


Girls  Hockey  Team  is  a  very 
modest  group  of  young  women. 
Their  record  is  easily  grounds 
for  bragging,  but  you  won’t  see 
this  team  showboating  around. 
“We  have  always  done  well,” 
says  Doherty,  “I  guess  the 
same  reason  you  never  hear 
about  the  tennis  team,  and  they 
are  awesome,  or  the  volleyball 
team,  we  just  play  and  do  our 
best.”  And  their  best  is  sure 
showing  through.  The  playoffs 
are  right  around  the  corner; 
watch  out  for  the  Lady 
Wolfpack! 


Boys  Hockey  Still  Has  a  Shot 


By  Owyn  Stephens,  V 

Contributing  Writer 


Despite  a  7-7  record  as  of 
reporting  time,  the  BLS  Boys 
Hockey  Team  can  certainly  play 
with  the  best  of  them.  In  an 
‘upset  special’  according  to  head 
coach  Dave  Coleman  the 
Wolfpack  handed  a  defeat  to  a 
top  team  in  Acton-Boxboro  by 
the  score  of  3-1.  Then  at  a 
packed  house  at  the  Veterans 
Memorial  Ice  Arena,  Latin  lost  a 
heartbreaker  to  now  6-1-2 
Haverill  4-3,  despite  outplaying 
the  Hillies  for  most  of  the  second 
and  third  periods.  That  one-point 
margin  of  victory  has  been 
typical  for  Latin  this  year.  The 
scores  have  been  close  and 
good  goaltending  has  kept  the 
team  in  games  all  year  long. 

Latin’s  problem  says 
Coach  Coleman  lies  in  their  own 
zone  where  careless  mistakes 
on  the  part  of  the  defensemen 


are  resulting  in  turnovers,  which 
in  the  Haverhill  loss,  cost  the 
Pack  two  crucial  goals.  One 
can  only  wonder  how  good  this 
team  would  be  if  they  could  cut 
down  on  those  careless 
mistakes.  When  asked  to 
compare  this  season  so  far  to 
last,  sophomore  goaltender 
John  Bruno  stated  “The  team 
this  year  has  a  lot  more  heart, 
but  has  a  little  less  skill  than  last 
year’s  team.”  Added  Junior 
defenseman  Tom  Flanagan:  “At 
this  point  last  year,  we  were 
pretty  much  set  for  the  state 
tournament,  but  this  year  we’re 
hoping  and  trying  really  hard  to 
get  in.”  Last  year  the  Pack  lost 
in  the  semifinals  to  Sandwich 
in  the  states. 

It  seems  clear  that 
Division-leading  St.  Mary’s 
Lynn  was  the  toughest 
opponent  the  Pack  faced  this 
year.  BLS  lost  to  the  team  3-1 
in  the  Saugus  Christmas 


Tournament.  Bruno  said  of  the  game,  “There  were  lots  of 

screened 
shots,  and  lots 
of  rebounds 
were  being  left 
available.” 

To  even 
have  a 
chance  at 
getting  into 
the  state 
championship 
the  Pack  will 
have  to  string 
together  a 
winning 
streak.  But 
with  the  hard 
work  ethic  and 
heart  clearly 
z  shown  on  the 
1  t  e  a  m  , 
IS  everyone 
|  should  be 
£  P  r  e  t  t  y 
chris  tompkins  winds  up  for  a  shot  on  nht  confident  that 

they  will. 


Change  of  Pace  for  Indoor  Track 
Boys  Girls 


By  Chao  Pan,  I 

CONTRIBUTING  WRITER 

The  Boston  Latin  School 
Boys  Indoor  Track  team  is 
having  yet  another  superb 
season.  Led  by  an  experienced 
cadre  of  track  stars,  the  team  is 
being  propelled  to  the  top  of  the 
Dual  County  League.  Captains 
Chris  Manning  (I),  Jack  Wicker 
(II),  and  Andrew  Leone  (II)  are 
paving  the  way  for  the  team  in 
numerous  meets.  Guided  by  a 
relatively  new,  but  no  less 
admirable  coach,  the  team  has 
made  a  great  showing  thus  far 
and  has  high  hopes  for  the 
future.  Coach  D’Amello  is 
training  the  guys  hard  this  year, 
as  is  evident  when  they  are  seen 
running  down  Huntington  Ave.  in 
weather  the  rest  of  us  would  like 
to  stay  near  a  fireplace. 

The  team  roster  officially 


contains  19  people,  most  of 
whom  are  underclassmen.  “It’s 
great  that  indoor  track  is  so 
popular  with  them  [the 
underclassmen],”  said  captain 
Manning,  who  aspires  to  be  a 
real  commissioned  captain  in 
the  U.S.  Navy  someday. 
Manning  further  added  that, 
“The  potential  of  the  team  is 
limitless,  and  they’ll  be  true 
stars  someday.”  Members  of 
the  team  are  setting  personal 
bests  left  and  right.  Especially 
notable  on  the  team  is  Peter 
Rice,  a  young  member  of  Class 
IV  who  has  the  sprinting  speed 
of  a  bullet  but  also  a  very  high 
level  of  stamina  for  distance 
runs.  One  of  the  largest 
accomplishments  of  the  year 
was  when  the  three  captains 
and  Rice  ran  the  4x400  relay  in 
record  time. 


By  St.  John  Barned-Smith,  II 

Staff'  Writer 

If  you  ever  walk  by  the 
Fens,  you  may  notice  several 
girls  braving  the  cold,  running 
around  the  parks.  These  all- 
weather  athletes  make  up  the 
BLS  Girls  Indoor  Track  Team. 
Of  course,  they  practice  indoors 
too  at  the  Reggie  Lewis  Center. 

After  losing  several  key 
seniors  to  graduation  and 
without  the  veteran  presence  of 
the  past,  the  team  is  in  a 
rebuilding  year.  They  have  only 
three  upperclassmen  to  build 
around:  Anna  George  (II)  and 
captains  Annie  ‘A-Rod’  Roddy 
(I),  and  Liz  Tricco  (II)  (Lee 
Glandorf  (III)  is  the  third  of  the 
tri-captains). 

The  year  has  been  a 
rough  one  for  BLS  track.  Once 
a  powerhouse,  the  team  is 


winless  thus  far.  Despite  their 
depressing  0-7  record,  the 
team  has  had  several 
impressive  accomplishments. 
Alison  Connolly  (IV)  is  having 
a  career  season,  and  Brittany 
Canniff  (III)  has  qualified  for 
states  in  the  300m  dash,  and 
the  girls’  4x400  relay 
of  Connolly,  Roddy,  Tricco,  and 
Jade  Martell ( 1 1 1 )  has  put 
together  a  qualifying  time  as 
well. 

The  girls  have  a  lot  of 
work  to  do  if  they  want  to  return 
to  their  former  glory  as  the  most 
feared  team  in  the  DCL. 
However,  with  them  young 
talent  and  determined  captains, 
you  can  be  sure  that  they  will 
be  back  on  top  very  soon.  It  is 
going  to  take  time,  effort,  and  a 
lot  of  practice,  but  don’t  worry, 
the  BLS  girls  are  going  to 
rebound. 
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Sports 


Girls  Basketball  Starts  Off  On  Fire, 

Then  Falters 


By  Mark  Higgins,  I 


Staff  Writer 


You  know  what’s  good 
about  Girls  basketball?  Some 
people  say  “Nothing.”  I  say  they 
can’t  dunk,  but  they  do  have 
great  fundamentals.  It’s  a  really 
enjoyable  game  to  watch.  It  has 
been  an  interesting  comparison 
between  this  year’s  Lady 
Wolfpack  and  last  year’s. 

This  year  passing  has 
been  key.  No  longer  is  one 
player  taking  over  a  game. 
Rather  it  is  evident  that  there  is 
a  total  team  effort  on  the 
parquet.  Oh,  and  the  other  thing 
about  Boston  Latin  School  girls 
basketball.  They  win. ..often. 
Until  they  dropped  a  crucial 
league  game  to  Acton-Boxboro, 
they  were  the  undefeated  Lady 
Wolfpack.  Now  they  are  just  the 
Dual  County  League-leading 


Lady  Wolfpack.  This  feat  was 
accomplished  despite  the  fact 
that  the  team  has  suffered 
through  a  rash  of  injuries.  Knee 
injuries  suffered  by  Stephanie 
Maneikis  (I),  Catherine  Stone 


have  turned  the  team  into  a 
virtual  M*A*S*H  unit.  Rarely 
does  a  day  go  by  that  the  trainer 
isn’t  working  on  some  minor 
twinge  or  strain  suffered  in 
practice  or  at  game  time.  Wins 
over  the 
likes  of 
Newton 
South 
and 
Pittsfield 
(at  the 
Hall  of 
Fame  in 
Springfield) 
-have 
§'  s  h  o  w  n 
n  that  this 
S  team  is 
<  m  u  c  h 
m  deeper 
than  its 

starting  five. 

“There  are  no  easy 


games  but  we’re  looking  to  win 
the  DCL  championship  and 
finish  the  season  with  a  good 
record  for  the  state 
tournament,”  says  Maneikis. 
Sadly,  after  their  early  season 
success,  the  Lady  Wolfpack 
has  gone  from  8-1  to  8-6.  At 
times  the  offense  has  looked 
sub-par  and  the  defense  non¬ 
existent.  Too  many  times  has 
the  defense  failed  to  stop  the 
runner.  Too  many  times  has  the 
offense  driven  to  the  hoop  and 
taken  the  outside  shot  instead. 

In  football,  defense  wins 
the  big  games.  Let  us  hope  that 
this  maxim  does  not  hold  the 
same  weight  in  basketball.  The 
DCL  is  up  for  grabs  this  season 
and  if  Latin  wants  to  be  able  to 
say,  “Sumus  Primi!”  they’ll  need 
to  revert  back  to  early  season 
form  first. 


ALEX  ALLUKIAN  PULLS  UP  FOR  A  JUMP  SHOT 

(I),  and  Nadine  Deery  (II)  along 
with  a  host  of  lesser  maladies 


Boys  Basketball  Looking  to  Rebound 


By  Shawn  Guan,  I 

Staff  Writer 

I  said  earlier  this  year  that 
the  Boys  basketball  team  would 
be  dominating  the  DCL  around 
this  point.  So  far,  that  has  not 
quite  been  the  case. 

The  team  has  struggled 
but  has  actually  made  huge 
strides  this  year.  The  credit  for 
this  improvement  should  be 
given  to  Coach  McNamara  and 
also  to  the  players  themselves. 
But  overall,  it  has  been  a  rough 
season.  At  the  time  the  paper 
went  to  press,  the  team  had  one 
lone  win  and  was  1-10.  The 
slow  start  of  this  team  should 


not  be  blamed  on  the  players, 
but  on  the  lack  of  players.  Many 
key  players  have  gone  down 
with  injuries  causing  a 
disruption  on  both  offense  and 
defense  for  the  team.  In 
addition,  the  team  has  been 
hurt  by  inexperience.  The 
squad  is  packed  with  younger 
players  with  the  number  of 
sophomores  on  the  team 
nearing  double  digits.  Boys  who 
last  year  played  at  the  junior 
varsity  level  were  a  little 
overwhelmed  by  the  higher 
level  of  play.  Michael  Kennedy 
(I),  one  of  only  two  seniors, 
points  out  that  for  the  first  half 
of  the  season,  the  team  was 


playing  only  close  games, 
coming  within  roughly  five 
points  each  time.  He  said  that 
the  inexperience  has  been  a 
significant  reason  they  have 
lost  those  close  games.  “They 
[the  younger  players]  don’t 
know  what  shots  to  take  at  the 
end  of  the  game,”  he  said. 
However,  it  has  not  been  all 
growing  pains.  Sophomore 
Nick  Michel  is  among  the 
league  leaders  in  the  DCL  in 
scoring. 

Expect  the  team  to  get 
better  as  the  season  wears  on. 
Many  injured  players  have 
come  back  and  some  of  the 
former  junior  varsity  players 


have  started  to  make  the 
adjustment. 

However,  anyone  who  is 
reading  this  article  should  not 
think  I  predict  the  team  will  do 
extremely  well.  Remember 
what  happened  last  time  I  said 
that?  This  time,  I  will  be  more 
careful  with  my  predictions. 
While  the  team’s  play  has 
improved  from  the  beginning  of 
the  season  and  will  continue  to 
improve,  it  will  take  a 
miraculous  effort  for  the  players 
to  dig  themselves  out  of  the 
hole  that  they  fell  into  early  on. 
All  in  all,  I  expect  the  team  to 
be  around  .500  at  the  end  of 
the  season. 


The  Drama  of  Sports 


By  Michael  Guerra,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Being  both  a  sports  fan, 
and  a  drama  freak,  I’ve  come 
to  realize  that  many  of  my 
theater  friends  can’t  understand 
what  I  get  from  sports,  and 
many  sports  fans  don’t 
appreciate  theater.  They’re 
really  not  so  different  though. 

When  I  pay  $85  to  see  the 
Bruins  play  (tie)  a  game  at  the 
Fleet  Center,  I  am  paying  to  see 
a  theatrical  performance.  When 
I  arrive,  I  don’t  know  if  I’m  going 
to  see  a  tragedy  or  a  comedy. 
The  outcome  may  be  happy  or 
it  may  be  heartbreaking,  but 
either  way  it  is  capable  of 
producing  extreme  emotion. 
The  best  play  forces  the 
audience  to  respond 
emotionally.  Whether  with 
anger  or  joy,  amusement  or 
sorrow,  a  good  show  produces 
a  reaction. 


There  are,  without  a 
doubt,  good  guys  and  bad 
guys.  The  Bruins  are  the 
heroes,  the  Canadians, 
well... they  are  the  scum  of  the 
earth. 

There  are  epic  battles  on 


the  ice;  RJ.  Stock  is  fighting  for 
the  good  of  mankind  every  time 
he  goes  out  there. 

Each  guy  is  a  Hercules 
out  there  on  the  ice;  they  have 
their  quest  to  fulfill.  The 
audience  and  the  coaches  are 


the  Greek  chorus,  cheering  the 
heroes  on  to  victory, 
commenting  on  all  the  action. 

Hockey  games  are  a  lot 
like  the  improv  shows  I’m 
involved  in.  The  Bruins  don’t 
know  what  they’re  going  to  do 
when  they  get  out  there  on  the 
ice. .  .they  know  what  they  want 
to  do  though. They  want  to  work 
as  a  team  to  score  goals.  It’s 
simple.  When  I  get  out  there 
with  the  troupe,  it’s  the  same 
thing.  The  troupe  -  the  actors 
onstage  -  are  a  team.  We  pass 
the  puck  around,  throwing  lines 
back  and  forth,  and  when  we 
_  get  a  huge  laugh,  we’ve  just 
z  gone  up  one  zip. 

2  So  you  see  actors;  theater 
^  can  be  a  lot  like  sports.  And  you 

<  sports  fans  see  too;  sports  can 

<  be  a  lot  like  theater.  We’re  all 
[f  just  trying  to  have  fun. 
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Stephanie  Maneikis 


By  Adam  Weiss,  I 

Staff  Writer 


If  you  took  a  poll  of  Boston 
Latin  students  and  asked  them 
who  is  the  most  athletic  female 
in  the  school,  you  would 
certainly  hear  the  name 
Stephanie  Maneikis  time  and 
again.  Stephanie,  a  member  of 
the  senior  class,  is  a  quiet, 
dedicated  student  and  a  kind, 
caring  person.  When  it  comes 
to  athletics,  however, 
Stephanie  is  anything  but  quiet, 
as  she  has  certainly  made 
herself  known  not  only  in  the 
Dual  County  League  but  on  an 
even  larger  stage.  She  is  also 
far  from  kind  and  caring,  at  least 
in  the  eyes  of  her 
disadvantaged  competition. 

Stephanie’s  passion  for 
sports  began  at  a  young  age, 
as  she  played  both  Catholic 
Youth  Organization  softball  and 
basketball  beginning  in  the  third 
grade.  At  Latin,  Stephanie 
wasted  little  time  before 
appearing  on  the  scene.  She 
played  on  the  junior  varsity 
softball  team  in  the  7th  and  8th 
grades  before  making  the 
varsity  team  in  the  9th  grade, 
on  which  she  has  played  ever 
since.  Last  year,  Stephanie  was 
named  a  DCL  All-Star  for  her 
outstanding  play  and  team 
leadership.  In  fact,  Stephanie 
was  even  appointed  captain  of 
the  team  for  this  upcoming 
season.  She  says  the  team  will 
have  difficulty  replacing  pitcher 
Jackie  Coffey,  whom  they  lost 
to  graduation,  but  should  be 
able  to  “hold  [its]  own”  with  a 
solid  core  of  returning  players. 
With  Stephanie  anchoring  the 
team,  such  success  certainly 
seems  inevitable. 

Stephanie  joined  the 
freshman  basketball  team  in 
the  8th  grade  before  making 
varsity  in  9th  grade.  She  has 
worked  over  the  years  to 
steadily  improve  her  play,  and 
won  the  Coach’s  Award  last 
season  for  her  hard  work  and 
dedication  to  both  the  sport  and 
the  team.  This  season,  as  one 
of  the  team’s  captains, 
Stephanie  finds  herself  at  the 
head  of  a  determined  and 
skilled  group  of  girls  whose  play 
so  far  this  season  has  definitely 
been  inspirational.  Their  solid 
performance  to  this  point  has 
rendered  a  great  deal  of 
optimism,  as  the  girls  look  to 
have  a  good  chance  to  capture 
the  DCL  title. 

Over  the  years, 
Stephanie  has  proven  herself  to 
be  a  model  for  all  students  at 
Latin,  succeeding  in  every 
endeavor  to  which  she  has 
dedicated  herself.  She  has 
been  a  pleasure  to  have  as  both 
a  classmate  and  a  friend,  and  I 
feel  confident  in  saying  that  the 
future  holds  great  things  for 
Stephanie  Maneikis. 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Sports 


Wrestling  Looking  to  Pin  the  Opposition 


By  Kerry  Sullivan,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


Under  new  coaching  and 
two  experienced  captains,  the 
wrestling  team  has  a  record 
that  does  not  reflect  its  talent. 
With  only  thirteen  wrestlers  this 
year,  the  team  has  been 
impaired  by  a  penalty  rule, 
which  deducts  points  from  the 
team’s  score  for  not  filling  all 
fourteen  weight  classes.  Head 
Coach  Jeff  Gibbons  had  only 
good  things  to  say  about  his 
first  year  coaching  Latin’s 
wrestling  team  and  for  his 
wrestlers.  Regarding  captains 


Jose  Valenzuela  (1, 1 30  lbs)  and 
Brian  Nowak  (II,  145  lbs) 
Gibbons  said,  “They  are  slick, 
dominant,  smart  and  tough  as 

nails.”  Valenzuela 
has  been  a  captain 
for  three  years  and 
been  pinning 
opponents  since 
sixie  year,  and 
Nowak  for  two. 

Gibbons  is  assisted 
by  Coach  Adam 
Pitrowicz,  who 
placed  fifth  in  the 
Division  I  State 
Championships, 

Kevin  MacDonald,  a 


well  known  BLS  alumnus,  and 
“Biggie”  a.k.a.  John  Paul  Bravo, 
who  placed  second  at  the  State 
Finals  his  senior  year  at  Latin. 


Even  with  champion 
coaches  (Gibbons  was  state 
champion  1993)  the  wrestling 
team  has  been  hampered  by 
injury  and  lack  of 
team  members. 
Chris  “The  Bull” 
z  Abramo  (II)  has 
s  not  been  able  to 
|  wrestle  at  100 
percent  because 
of  an  injured 
shoulder,  but  he 
has  still 

performed 
beyond 
expectation  in  the 
215  lbs  class. 


Bob  Grueder  (II,  189  lbs) 
continues  to  wrestle  an 
impressive  .500  average,  even 
without  practicing  because  of  a 
back  injury.  Unlike  most  Latin 
teams,  wrestling  does  not  begin 
practicing  until  4  p.m.,  and  has 
a  “homework  club”  in  which 
upperclassmen  help  the 
younger  team  members  with 
their  schoolwork.  Reflecting  on 
days  gone  by  and  the  team’s 
current  state,  Captain  Jose 
said,  “As  an  old  timer  on  the 
team  for  six  years,  it  has 
changed,  but  once  the 
coaching  staff  has  been  here 
awhile,  it’ll  pick  up — as  long  as 
we  get  more  wrestlers.” 


BLS  WRESTLER  NATE  ALLUKIAN  PINS  HIS  MAN  AS  THE  REF  GIVES 

THE  COUNT 


Mitty  Ties  Up  Loose  Ends 


Boys  Swimming 
Takes  the  Plunge 


By  Leah  Skahen,  III,  and 
Caroline  Sullivan,  III 

Contributing  Writers 


Although  the  BLS  Boys 
swimming  and  diving  team  is 
1-3  so  far  this  season,  all  the 
losses  have  been  close,  and 
the  record  does  not  reflect  the 
hard  work  the  team  has  put  in. 
This  year  the  team  is  led  by 
captains  John  Moore,  Ben 
Dockery,  and  Jimmy  Sun,  all 
seniors,  as  well  as  a  new 
coach,  John  Anderson,  a  BLS 
graduate  and  former  BLS 
swimmer.  This  strong 
leadership  and  constant  effort 
should  bring  them  to  the  top 
this  year. 

The  team  is  off  to  an 
ambitious  start  and  has  high 
hopes  of  sending  swimmers  to 
sectionals,  and  maybe  even  on 
to  the  state  championship.  This 
is  certainly  the  year  to  prove 
themselves,  as  they  are  losing 
five  talented  swimmers  to 
graduation  after  this  season. 
As  of  now,  the  youngest 
swimmers  are  freshmen,  so  the 
boys  are  avidly  looking  to 
recruit  more  underclassmen. 


Jeff  Hull  (III),  the  sole 
diver,  is  very  confident  about  the 
upcoming  season.  Last  year,  he 
went  to  sectionals,  placing  1 1  th 
out  of  30,  and  continued  on  to 
states,  placing  13th  out  of  40. 
In  addition,  he  competed  at  the 
DCL  Championship,  placed  9th, 
and  was  named  a  DCL  All-star. 
This  season,  he  has  already 
pre-qualified  for  the  State 
Championship  and  hopes  to 
place  within  the  top  six. 

Other  athletes  who  have 
contributed  to  the  team’s 
successes  over  the  years  are 
captains  John  Moore,  who 
swims  the  100-yard  butterfly, 
Ben  Dockery,  who  swims  the 
100-yard  backstroke,  and 
Jimmy  Sun,  who  competes  in 
the  100-yard  breaststroke. 
There  are  also  talented 
sophomores;  Stewart  Wing 
swims  the  50-  and  100-yard 
freestyle,  and  Joe  Kane  has 
been  swimming  the  500-yard 
freestyle  since  seventh  grade. 

The  boys  are  looking 
forward  to  a  great  and 
successful  season.  Be  sure  to 
support  the  Wolfpack  at  their 
home  meets  at  the  Murphy 
School. 


MITTY  BASKS  IN  THE  GLOW  OF  HIS 
COMPUTER  AS  HE  CHECKS  HIS  E-MAIL 


By  Mitty,  ? 

Assistant  Sports  Editor 


Aloha,  my  faithful 
readership.  I’d  like  to  clarify 
something  right  off  the  bat.  I  am 
retiring  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Though  CNN  coverage 
contained  the  words  “Mitty 
Retires”  in  the  bottom  of  the 
screen  as  I  made  my  address, 
I  was  simply  announcing  that  I 
will  retire  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
I  appreciate  the  warm  letters  I 
have  received  requesting  that 
I  stay  on  in  my  current  capacity, 
but  my  mind  is  made  up,  and  I 
am  99.9  percent  sure  that  I  will 
not  attempt  a  comeback.  Well, 
99  percent  sure.  Or  maybe  90 
percent. 

Speaking  of  e-mails,  for 


those  of  you  who  don’t  know,  I 
got  an  e-mail  account  about 
three  months  ago,  and  I  have 
amassed  quite  an  inbox. 

I  have  gotten  26  letters 
telling  me  that  I  have  won  cash. 

Three  Yahoo  fantasy 
league  invitations.  I  should  note 
that  my  reason  for  not  accepting 
those  is  that  professional 
players  are  not  allowed  to 
participate  in  these  leagues, 
and  when  the  phone  rings  and 
the  Red  Sox  offer  me  a  contract, 
I  can’t  exactly  put  them  on  hold 
to  go  cancel  my  account. 

Twenty-five  Crushlink  e- 
mails  saying  that  there  are 
special  females  out  there  who 
have  a  crush  on  me.  And  2  from 
males.  I  blush. 

Nineteen  e-mails  offering 
to  enlarge  certain  parts  of  my 
body.  I  guess  they  know  how 
short  I  am  and  that  I  have  had 
emotional  problems  with  my 
size  lately,  so  I  appreciate 
those.  But  I’ll  tell  you  something. 
Those  e-mails  have  made  me 
realize  that  being  short  isn’t  so 
bad  after  all.  My  new  credo  is 
“It’s  not  the  size  of  the  boat,  it’s 
the  motion  in  the  ocean.” 

One  kid’s  history  report.  I 
don’t  know  why  I  got  this,  but 
one  word  of  advice,  if  you  have 
no  idea  who  won  the  Civil  War, 
don’t  try  to  write  a  paper  about 


it.  Jeez.  I  mean,  thanks  for 
sending  it  and  all,  but  jeez. 

And  3  letters  of  fan  mail. 

Go  figure. 

Moving  on... 

As  you  know,  this  is  the 
sports  section,  and  I  have  from 
time  to  time  received  ridiculous 
accusations  that  I  do  not  write 
about  sports.  (You  can’t  please 
everyone.)  So  let  me  see  what 
I  can  do...umm...how  about 
football?  When  this  issue  went 
to  print,  the  Super  Bowl  had 
ended  not  so  long  ago.  The 
Super  Bowl  and  the  Pro  Bowl 
mark  the  end  of  Football 
season,  which  means  one 
things  all  you  sports  fans... 

Valentine’s  Day! 

Ah,  what  a  wonderful  time 
of  year.  For  those  of  you  who 
don’t  know  what  Valentine’s 
Day  celebrates,  it  is  to 
remember  the  day  when  St. 
Valentine  died  and,  at  his 
funeral,  Hallmark  made  one  of 
those  ka-ching!  noises  as  dollar 
signs  appeared  in  their  eyes. 
So  buy  your  loved  one  some 
flowers  and  ask  him/her  to  be 
your  Valentine,  because  trust 
me,  waiting  for  someone  to  type 
your  name  in  at  crushlink.com 
is  not  the  way  to  go. 

You  can  e-mail  Mitty  at 
argomitty  @  yahoo,  com 
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Not  a  Sport 

"Painting  other  people  in  the 
woods  seems  more  like  a  fetish 
than  a  sport." 

-Ben  Dockery,  I 

Not  a  Sport 

No,  my  dad  isn't  getting  me 
alone  in  the  woods  again,” 
-Pat  Bocuzzi,  I 


Sport 


“I  believe  that  any  activity  in 
which  you  get  to  shoot  people 
should  be  considered  a  sport.” 

-Caleb  Larson,  III 

Not  a  Sport 

"No,  it  is  not  a  sport  because 
there  isn’t  any  organization  or 
goal.  There  are  just  people 
running  around,  playing  hide 
and  seek  with  guns.” 

-Johnson  Tran,  III 


Not  a  Sport 

“No,  it’s  not  a  sport.  You  run 
around  and  shoot  people.  It’s 
more  like  a  riot.” 

-Stephen  Dewey,  I 

Sport 

“Yes,  paintball  is  a  sport.  It 
requires  serious  accuracy, 
endurance,  running,  strategy, 
competition,  and  a  extreme 
primal  rage.” 

-Emily  Dunne,  II 
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Official  Newspaper  of  the  Boston  Latin  School 


Governor 's  Visit  Prompts  Student  Action 


Bv  Meredith  Garry,  II  & 
Carl  Goodrich,  III 

Asst.  News  Editor  &  Staff  Writer 


“Excuse  me,  have  you  seen 
this  petition  yet?”  You  may  recog¬ 
nize  this  question  if  you  are  one  of 
more  than  one  thousand  students, 
faculty,  and  parents  who  signed  a 
petition  addressed  tp  Mitt  Romney 
regarding  the  recently-announced 
budget  cuts.  On  Friday,  February 
28th,  Governer  Mitt  Romney 
hosted  an  ice  cream  social  for 
Class  II  in  celebration  of  its  MCAS 
scores.  On  the  Monday  before,  a 
small  group  of  students  decided  to 
take  advantage  of  the  opportunity 
to  show  the  governor  how  his  bud¬ 
get  plan  will  hurt  the  Boston  Public 
Schools.  On  the  night  of  February 
28th,  Carl  Goodrich  (III),  Trude 
Raizen  (III),  and  Aaron  Sunstein 
(III)  wrote,  edited,  and  copied  a 
petition  to  be  circulated  throughout 
the  school  that  week.  With  the  help 
of  numerous  students,  and  an  e- 
mail  to  the  parents  on  the  list  ser¬ 
vice,  over  1 ,000  signatures  were 
collected. 

The  petition  detailed  exactly 
how  the  budget  cut  was  going  to 
short-change  Boston  Latin  School 


students,  ranging  from  the  absence 
of  simple  supplies  such  as  paper 
to  the  lack  of  substitute  teachers 


and  the  layoff  of  many  teachers.  It 
called  for  Governor  Romney  to  re¬ 
consider  cutting  such  essential 


funds  to  local  aid,  using  a  Horace 
Mann  quote  emphasizing  that  edu¬ 
cation  of  children  is  essential  to  a 


healthy  country.  Most  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  who  worked  to  circulate 
the  petition  were  doubtful  about 
how  seriously  it  would  be  taken, 
but  nevertheless  the  opportunity 
posed  by  a  visit  from  the  gover¬ 
nor  was  too  good  to  pass  up. 

When  Friday  arrived,  the 
petition  was  collected  and 
xeroxed.  Signatures  were 
counted  before  it  was  presented 
to  one  of  Governer  Mitt 
Romney’s  aides  by  Meredith 
Garry  (II),  who  attended  the  so¬ 
cial.  The  aide  said  that  he  would 
ensure  that  the  petition  would 
make  it  into  the  hands  of  those 
involved  with  the  education  bud¬ 
get.  The  phone  numbers  of  sev¬ 
eral  students  interested  in  dis¬ 
cussing  the  petition  with  the  ap¬ 
propriate  individuals  were  in¬ 
cluded  with  the  petition,  but  at 
the  time  of  publication,  none  of 
the  students  had  been  con¬ 
tacted.  With  the  recent  an¬ 
nouncement  of  even  more  cuts, 
students  are  doubtful  about  just 
how  influential  their  actions  may 
be.  Maxwell  Dandridge  (III)  says, 
“I  just  don’t  think  anything  stu¬ 
dents  do  is  going  to  change  any¬ 
thing.” 


Muslim- Americans  Targeted  in  Post-9 /II  Policy 


By  Humera  Ahmed,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


“The  vulnerabilities  of  our 
immigration  system  became 
starkly  clear  on  11  September,”  At¬ 
torney  General  John  Ashcroft  said 
as  he  announced  the  National  Se¬ 
curity  Entry-Exit  Registration  Sys¬ 
tem.  “This  system  will  expand  sub¬ 
stantially  America’s  scrutiny  of 
those  foreign  visitors  who  may 
present  an  elevated  national  secu¬ 
rity  risk,  and  it  will  provide  a  vital 
line  of  defense  in  the  war  against 
terrorism.” 

Holding  pamphlets  explain¬ 
ing  this  latest,  very  controversial 
national  policy,  thousands  of  Paki¬ 
stani  and  Saudi  men  lined  up  out¬ 
side  of  the  nation’s  various  INS  of¬ 
fices,  as  the  dreaded  March  21st 
deadline  approached.  As  part  of 
the  anti-terror  mandate,  they  are 
required  to  be  fingerprinted,  pho¬ 
tographed  and  interrogated  by  gov¬ 
ernment  officials.  They  have 
avoided  arrest  by  registering,  but 
it  is  not  without  fear  and  uncertainty 
that  they  wait,  for  they  still  may  be 
detained  or  deported  for  even  the 
slightest  immigration  violations. 

Statistics  from  the  first  wave 
of  registrations  on  January  23rd  for 
the  non-resident  nationals  of  23 


other  predominantly  Muslim  na¬ 
tions,  were  not  promising:  1,000 
men  have  already  been  detained 
and  some  were  deported  for  minor 
infractions.  The  spokesman  of  the 
Pakistani  Embassy  in  Washington 
confirmed  (in  a  press  conference 
held  by  the  National  Council  of 
Pakistani-Americans)  that  1 03  de¬ 
tainees,  who  had  spent  an  average 
of  four  months  in  U.S.  prisons,  had 
returned  to  Pakistan  on  charter 
planes.  Other  nationals  have  not 
been  so  lucky.  With  new  restric¬ 
tions  placed  on  the 
travel  of  detainees 
on  commercial  air¬ 
lines,  they  are  left 
with  no  choice  but 
to  wait  in  jail,  hop¬ 
ing  their  leaders 
will  follow  in  the 
lead  of  Pakistani 
Foreign  Minister 
K  h  u  r  s  h  i  d 
Mahmood  Kasuri. 

Canadian 
immigration  has 
been  saturated  as 
a  result  of  the  new 
U.S.  immigration 
policy,  with  thou¬ 
sands  fleeing  across  the  border  to 
avoid  imprisonment  and  separation 
from  their  families.  Churches, 
mosques  and  synagogues  are 


filled  as  families  await  appoint¬ 
ments  with  Canadian  border  au¬ 
thorities.  Yet  the  Washington  Post 
reported  that  even  in  Canada  these 
exiles,  who  were  forcibly  awakened 
from  their  pleasant  American 
Dreams,  are  receiving  a  cold  wel¬ 
come.  After  being  photographed, 
fingerprinted,  and  having  their 
names  cross-checked  with  interna¬ 
tional  wanted  lists,  they  have  only 
a  few  minutes  to  convince  officials 
that  they  have  a  well-founded  rea¬ 
son  to  fear  either  persecution  or 
cruel  and  un¬ 
usual  punish¬ 
ment  at  home. 

On  the 
heels  of  the 
National  Se¬ 
curity  Entry- 
Exit  System, 
Secretary  of 
the  Depart¬ 
ment  of 
Homeland  Se- 
curity  Tom 
Ridge  an¬ 
nounced  Op¬ 
eration  Liberty 
Shield,  which 
requires  men 
and  women  of  all  nations  arriving 
in  the  United  States  on  temporary 
visas  to  register  at  airports  and 
other  ports  of  entry.  Gus  Shibab, 


an  immigration  lawyer,  told  the 
BBC  that  “coming  into  the  country, 
we’ve  had  people  just  sent  back, 
detained,  mistreated,  basically  with 
interrogation  and  intimidation.  It’s 
unfortunate  that  we’ve  come  into 
this  situation  after  9/1 1  .’’The  policy, 
which  was  never  announced  pub¬ 
licly,  allows  for  FBI  agents  and  U.S. 
marshals  to  detain  foreign  nation¬ 
als  for  alleged  immigration  viola¬ 
tions  when  there  is  insufficient  evi¬ 
dence  for  criminal  charges.  Even 
asylum  applicants  from  nations  of 
suspected  al-Qaeda  influence  will 
be  detained  while  their  applications 
are  being  processed.  The  policy 
calls  this  measure  a  “reasonable 
and  prudent  temporary  action  [that] 
allows  authorities  to  maintain  con¬ 
tact  with  asylum  seekers  while  we 
determine  the  validity  of  their 
claim.” 

While  coverage  of  these 
drastic  new  measures  in  the  “war 
on  terror”  has  been  buried  in  the 
back  pages  of  most  American 
newspapers,  the  international  out¬ 
cry  against  the  United  States’  “Pa¬ 
cific  Solution”  has  been  great.  Pro¬ 
testors  in  Bangladesh  lined  the 
streets  of  Dhaka  carrying  placards 
denouncing  what  they  see  as  the 
America’s  war  against  Islam,  re¬ 
minding  their  compatriots  of  the 
interment  of  the  Japanese  in  World 


War  II.  In  the  United  Arab  Emirates 
paper  The  Gulf  News  the  Dubai  po¬ 
lice  chief  said  the  “Arabs  did  not 
expect  this  backlash  from  a  coun¬ 
try  that  considers  itself  the  harbin¬ 
ger  of  justice  and  democracy.”  The 
Pakistani  newspaper  Jang  ex¬ 
pressed  the  Pakistani  foreign 
ministry’s  disappointment  at  what 
a  spokesman  called  unfair,  given 
his  country’s  support  for  the  U.S.- 
led  war  on  terror.  Malaysian  Prime 
Minister  Mahathir  Mohammad 
called  the  policy  a  result  of  the  “anti- 
Muslim  hysteria”  in  the  United 
States. 

Most  citizens  of  the  United 
States  seem  to  be  relieved  by  the 
actions  taken  by  their  government 
in  the  name  of  security,  yet  many 
of  the  nation’s  Muslim  citizens  are 
left  wondering  what  is  next.  With 
hate  crimes  against  Muslims  on  the 
rise  and  the  FBI  using  the  number 
of  mosques  in  an  area  to  determine 
“investigative  priorities,”  Muslims 
seem  to  fear  another  terrorist  at¬ 
tack  more  than  their  fellow  citizens. 
To  ensure  the  security  of  these 
people,  to  uphold  the  democratic 
ideals  on  which  our  nation  were 
founded,  to  keep  the  United  States 
great,  we  must,  in  the  words  of  Tho¬ 
mas  Jefferson,  remain  eternally 
vigilant. 


We\e  had 

PEOPLE  JUST  SENT 
BACK ,  DETAINED , 
MISTREATED, 
BASICALLY  WITH 
INTERROGATION 
AND  INTIMIDATION. 


News 

Briefs 


The  Facing  History  trip  to  Wash¬ 
ington  D.C.  included  a  visit  with 
alumnus  Jon  King  ‘81,  CNN’s 
SeniorWhiteHouse  Correspon¬ 
dent.  Mr.  King  spoke  fondly  of  his 
days  at  BLS,  described  past  as¬ 
signments  as  well  as  his  obser¬ 
vations  and  ruminations  on  the 
climate  in  the  White  House  prior 
to  the  war’s  beginning. 


Sophisticated  classroom  projec¬ 
tors  are  finally  back  online  after 
weeks  of  absence!  Operations 
had  to  cease  due  to  malfunc¬ 
tions  that  occurred  in  several 
projectors.  After  investigation  of 
the  problem  it  was  revealed  that 
the  mounting  boxes  in  which  the 
projectors  were  installed  pre¬ 
vented  necessary  ventilation  of 


the  heat  given  off  by  the 
lightbulb  used  for  projec¬ 
tion.  Replacement  of  the 
mounting  boxes  fell  on  the 
shoulders  of  Safari,  the 
company  that  bought  the 
projectors  from  Sony  and 
NetVersant,  the  company 
which  installed  the  boxes. 
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The  Argo  team  has 
worked  hard  to  provide 
you  with  many  interesting 
and  informative  articles. 
Spring  is  in  the  air!  Make 
sure  to  check  out  the 
baseball  preview.  Speak¬ 
ing  of  strikes,  we’ll  have  to 
wait  for  some  warm 
weather,  to  see  how  the 
Strike  Zone  holds  up!  Jun¬ 
iors  and  other  underclass¬ 
man  are  sure  to  find  the 
SAT/ACT  article  helpful. 
As  many  of  you  know,  we 
are  entering  a  pretty  dark 


and  dismal  time 
for  public  educa¬ 
tion.  Within  these 
pages  we  high¬ 
light  the  success 
of  the  visual  arts 
and  music  pro¬ 
gram,  while  we 
learn  that  faculty 
for  these  pro¬ 
grams  may  be  radically 
reduced  decimating  the 
programs. 

In  ordinary  time  BLS 
does  not  have  an  abun¬ 
dance  of  extra  resources. 
We  don’t  have  a  large 
physical  plant;  don’t  have 
athletic  fields,  sufficient 
athletic  gear.  It  is  not  un¬ 
usual  for  the  school  to  ex¬ 
perience  a  shortage  of 
paper.  However,  this  year 
the  paper  shortage  began 
earlier  in  the  year  and 
eventually  included  other 
office  supplies  including 


printer  cartridges.  Parents 
have  come  to  the  rescue 
by  purchasing  larges 
quantities  of  paper  and 
some  of  the  other  neces¬ 
sary  supplies.  Now  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  BLS  may  be 
subject  to  a  teacher/staff 
shortage.  At  this  point  de¬ 
tails  of  the  shortage  are 
not  clear,  nor  is  it  certain 
who  will  come  to  the  res¬ 
cue  or  how. 

As  the  Argo  went  to 
press,  70  BLS  faculty  and 
staff  were  notified  that 
they  had  been  put  into  an 
excess  pool  by  officers  of 
the  Boston  Public  School 
Department  and  thus 
might  not  have  a  job  next 
year.  Headmaster  Kelley 
announced  that  all  the 
guidance  counselors, 
nurses,  librarians,  art  and 
music  teachers  received 
these  notices. 


Guidance: 

Jayne  Arris,  Zita 
Cousens,  Terry 
Gaskill,  Joan 
Hawkins,  Ethan 
Johnson,  Raul 
Mendez,  Jacqueline 
Murray,  Jacqueline 
Tibbetts,  Ada  Wong. 
Art: 

Carlos  Byron, 
Theresa  Craddock, 
Roseanna 
Fernandes,  William 
Harper,  Stephen 
Harris,  Lana  Jack- 
son,  Brian 
Simmons,  Ryan 
Snyder,  Sarah 
Teasdale,  Andrew 
Warren,  Sonya 
White 
Nurses: 
Deborah  Fox, 
Patricia  Kenney, 
Ellen  Moy-Maneikis 
Library: 

Patricia  Howkinson, 
James  Rothwell 


The  Argo  doesn’t  know  which  of  the  teachers  below  received  the  rest 
of  the  excess  notices.  But  we  can’t  afford  to  lose  any  of  them. Teachers 
are  our  most  valuable  resource.  They  can  not  be  easily  replaced! 


Robert  Akeson*Catherine  Arnold-Charles  Aversa«Scott  Balicki*Kamissa  Barry*Gerald 
Bilodeau#Jonathon  Bonds»Monique  Brun*John  Bunker*Lynn  Burke*Francis  CahilhGeorge 
CarrolKA/illiam  CarrolhAntonio  Centeio*Alan  Chavero*Fashion  Chavez-Rabe*Son-Mey  Chiu#David 
Coleman*Andrea  Craven-Marie  Daly»Betty  Davis*Richard  Deveney»Kathleen  Devin-Priscilla 
Durkin*Gordon  Estabrooks*Stephen  Fernandezvloseph  Forina*Elizabeth  Forman»Judi 
Freeman-Thomas  Frontera#Richard  Fulton«Ruth  Fulwider*Kathleen  Gilligan*Margaret 
Greaves#Kimberly  Green»Monica  Gribaudo*Mary  Alice  Hantout*Michael  Haritos*Wendy 
Holm*Maureen  Hutchinson*Rohonie  lnsanally*James  lsaacs*Richard  lzzo*Raquel  Peregrino- 
Jacobson-Noberto  James*Viola  Johnson*Helen  Karydas*Leonard  Kaufman*Sylvester  Keitt*Robin 
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Budget  Woes: 
More  Teachers  on 
Deck  to  be  Cut 


News 

Parents  Donate  Paper 

By  Leon  Zheng,  III 


By  Meredith  Garry,  II 

Assistant  News  Editor 


And  you  thought  it  couldn’t 
get  any  worse.  On  Monday,  March 
24,  Headmaster  Cornelia  Kelley 
called  the  faculty  of  the 
Latin  School  together  to 
announce  yet  another 
round  of  budget  cuts. 

For  the  school  year, 

Latin  has  been  asked  to 
cut  another  $500,000  to 
$800,000  from  its  bud¬ 
get.  This  translates  to 
the  loss  of  an  additional 
eight  positions.  Com¬ 
bined  with  the  first  cut  of  18  posi¬ 
tions,  it  appears  that  the  faculty  will 
be  26  positions  smaller  by  the  time 
next  September  rolls  around. 

At  the  March  School  Site 
Council  meeting,  Ms.  Kelley  de¬ 
tailed  exactly  how  hard  this  next 
budget  cut  is  going  to  hit  BLS.  She 
was  forced  to  deliver  70  letters  of 
excess,  one  to  a  teacher  with  30 


years  of  experience.  She  says  of 
the  cuts,  “Chaos,  the  only  way  I  can 
phrase  it,  just  plain  chaos.”  In  ad¬ 
dition,  the  data  regarding  seniority 
is  not  clear.  “There  isn't  really  cor¬ 
rect  data  for  people  to  look  at,”  said 
Ms.  Kelley.  This  is  evidenced  in  the 
way  that  the  School  Department, 


planning  to  cut  600  positions,  sent 
out  more  than  four  times  that  many 
notices  of  excess.  Every  guidance 
counselor,  nurse,  librarian,  music 
and  art  department  member  has 
received  a  notice. 

Although  many  students, 
parents  and  staff  members  of  BLS 
are  hoping  that  some  miracle  will 
save  Latin  from  teacher  layoffs, 


lack  of  supplies,  no  substitutes,  and 
lack  of  electives,  it  seems  as  if  all 
these  tragedies  will  soon  become 
a  reality  for  the  BLS  community. 
For  those  who  feel  that  they  can¬ 
not  sit  idly  by  and  allow  their  edu¬ 
cation  to  be  sacrificed,  Ms.  Kelley 
has  two  suggestions:  firstly,  to 
bombard  the  governor 
protesting  local  aid  cuts, 
and  secondly,  to  contact 
state  representatives  and 
senators  to  support  the 
city’s  ability  to  levy  extra 
fees.  When  the  city  levies 
extra  fees,  it  makes  an  ex¬ 
tra  profit  from  things  such 
as  theater  tickets. 

Students  have  also 
come  up  with  some  interesting  re¬ 
sistance  plans  of  their  own,  rang¬ 
ing  from  a  petition  delivered  to  Gov¬ 
ernor  Romney  to  a  possible  April 
sit-in.  In  any  case,  it  seems  as  if 
BLS  will  need  to  prepare  for  the 
worst  -  but  not  without  exhausting 
every  possible  option  first. 


Staff  Writer 


Recent  budget  cuts  have 
forced  Boston  Latin  School  to  deal 
with  a  num¬ 
ber  of 
thorny  is¬ 
sues,  one  of 
which  being 
the  short¬ 
age  of  pa¬ 
per.  In  Feb¬ 
ruary,  Head- 
master 
Kelley  pre¬ 
sented  this 
issue  at  the 
School  Par¬ 
ent  Council 
meeting, 
and  the  li¬ 
brary  proposed  to  alleviate  the 
problem  by  charging  students  for 
black-and-white  printouts  and  re¬ 
stricting  the  time  slots  for  using  the 
printers. 

After  being  notified  about  the 
problem,  some  BLS  parents  and 
students  began  to  explore  various 
ways  to  help  the  school  solve  the 
crisis.  Many  parents  supported  this 
issue  enthusiastically  and  sup¬ 
ported  the  ideas  of  donating  paper 


to  the  school.  Among  the  numer¬ 
ous  donors  was  a  group  of  parents 
who  gathered  a  total  amount  of 
$787  and  contributed  33  boxes  of 
paper  to  the  school.  Students 
launched  their  own 
paper  drives  and 
brought  in  pack¬ 
ages  of  paper  to  the 
library  and 

Schawbel  Center. 

This  collec¬ 
tive  effort  is  a 
touching  experi¬ 
ence  and  it  exem¬ 
plifies  the  apprecia¬ 
tion  and  concern 
that  the  parents 
and  students  have 
for  the  BLS  com¬ 
munity.  They  have 
shown  deep  com¬ 
mitment  in  supporting  the  school 
and  have  participated  actively  to 
make  the  paper  drive  a  success. 
The  donations  will  be  a  happy 
memory  that  parents  and  children 
alike  will  cherish  and  ensure  the 
success  of  the  school  and  the 
policy  that  “no  child  is  left  behind.” 
Moreover,  it  looks  to  be  an  impor¬ 
tant  step  leading  toward  better 
communication  among  parents 
and  more  active  participation  in  the 
school’s  activities. 


'Chaos,  the  only  way  /  can 

PHRASE  IT,  JUST  PLAIN  CHAOS ' 
—  MS.  KELLEY  IN  RESPONSE  TO 
THE  RECENT  BUDGET  CUTS 


As  War  Rages  On... Students  Rally  for  Peace 


By  Alice  Daly,  I  & 
Ariane  Williams,  II 

Contributing  Writers 


Waving  signs  and  ar¬ 
dently  chanting  slogans  like 
“What  do  we  want? — Peace! 
When  do  we  want  it? — Now!” 
and  “This  is  what  democracy 
looks  like,”  several  hundred 
high  school  students  from  in 
and  around  Boston  marched 
down  Massachusetts  Avenue 
from  Central  Square  to  Porter 
Square  and  back  to  Harvard 
Square  on  Saturday,  March 
15th.  The  students  joined  the 
several  thousand  people  of  all 
ages  who  were  standing  for 
peace  along  Massachusetts 
Avenue  from  Dorchester  to 
Lexington,  warning  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people  about  the  danger 
of  war  as  Paul  Revere  did  two 
hundred  and  twenty-seven 
years  ago  in  his  famous  ride. 

Many  passing  drivers 
complied  with  the  sign  “Honk 
if  You  Want  Peace”  and 
shouted  encouragement  to 
the  demonstrators.  Drivers 
who  did  not  support  the  anti¬ 
war  movement  generally  kept 
their  eyes  on  the  road,  al¬ 
though  some  stopped  to 
shout  out  their  own  views  on 
the  war.  The  positive  com¬ 
ments,  however,  strongly  out¬ 
weighed  the  negative  ones. 

When  the  march  reached 
Porter  Square,  it  headed  back  to 
Harvard  Square  for  a  peace  rally 
on  the  Cambridge  Common.  The 
United  for  Justice  with  Peace  rep¬ 
resentative  who  led  the  rally  quickly 
gave  the  floor  to  representatives  of 
the  high  schools  who  had  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  march.  A  student  from 
each  school  addressed  the  enthu¬ 
siastic  crowd  of  their  peers,  high¬ 
lighting  their  reasons  for  opposing 
a  war  with  Iraq.  When  the  students 
had  finished  speaking,  the  United 
for  Justice  with  Peace  representa¬ 
tive  congratulated  the  students  for 


taking  a  stand  and  making  them¬ 
selves  heard.  He  then  introduced 
a  slew  of  speakers,  including  a 
woman  from  England  who  empha- 


urged  students  not  to  blindly  follow 
adult  protestors  but  to  stay  in¬ 
formed  about  the  events  of  the  war, 
to  form  educated  opinions,  and  to 


seas.  Sporting  an  array  of  wittily 
anti-war  and  anti-Bush  signs,  the 
protestors  met  at  Government 
Center  and  marched  to  Copley 


SENIORS  JENNY  CHAN,  HANA  YOO 

sized  the  fact  that  eighty  percent 
of  Britain  does  not  support  Prime 
Minister  Tony  Blair  in  his  decision 
to  back  President  Bush  in  an  inva¬ 
sion  of  Iraq.  “This  war  is  polarizing 
nations,”  she  declared.  “We  are 
NOT  anti-French,  we  are  NOT  anti- 
German.” 

Other  speakers  included  a 
local  guitarist  who  led  the  rally  in  a 
modified  version  of  “This  land  is 
your  land”  with  a  chorus  beginning 
‘This  land  has  homeless,  this  land 
has  jobless  -  let’s  spend  our  billions 
on  social  progress.”  The  message 
which  pervaded  the  entire  day 


ALICE  DALY,  AND  JAMES  ZHEN  (NOT  PICTURED)  MARCH  IN  CAMBRIDGE 

act  on  those  opinions.  This  mes-  Square.  The  crowd  demonstrated 
sage  was  repeated  in  the  speeches  the  extent  of  the  opposition,  rang- 
of  both  the  adult  ^ __ 

speakers  and 
the  students, 
echoing  the 
words  of  one 
young 
protestor’s  sign: 

“Why  do  we 
care?  Because 
it’s  our  future.” 

The  pro¬ 
test  continued 


they  chanted  to  those  old  enough 
to  have  protested  the  Vietnam  War. 
Church  groups  marched  beside 
tattooed  twenty-somethings  under 
the  gaze  of  an  enormous  paper- 
mache  puppet  of  Bush  -  a  contri¬ 
bution  by  MIT  students. 

The  rally  began  with  speak¬ 
ers,  among  them  City  Councilor 
Felix  Arroyo,  exhorting  the  assem¬ 
blage  to  take  advantage  of  the 
benefits  of  democracy  and  vocally 
oppose  unnecessary  U.S.  aggres¬ 
sion.  They  conveyed  their  passion 
and  enthusiasm  with  spirited 
speeches  attacking  Bush’s  “em¬ 
pire.”  As  the  walk  began,  a  driz¬ 
zling  rain  began  to  fall,  but  grow¬ 
ing  rather  than  shrinking,  the 
crowd  remained. 

Shouting  adaptations  of 
timeless  anti-war  slogans,  protest¬ 
ors  received  peace  signs  as  well 
as  other  less  friendly  hand  ges¬ 
tures  from  bystanders  and  observ¬ 
ers  in  building  windows.  The  pro¬ 
testors’  signs  exhibited  varying 
degrees  of  creativity,  effort,  and 
obscenity,  but  most  simply  advo¬ 
cated  peace  -  without  hatred  or 
rancor.  Many  marchers  anticipated 
the  often-repeated  criticism  of  not 
backing  up  American  soldiers  with 
signs  that  pleaded  “Support  Our 
1  Troops — Bring  Them  Home!” 

Already  huge,  the  crowd 
grew  as  it  moved  until  it  stretched 
from  the  endpoint  at  Copley 
Pp  Square  to  the  starting  point  at  Gov¬ 
ernment  Center.  The  marchers  re¬ 
gathered  in  front  of  Trinity  Church 
for  more  speeches  and  inspira¬ 
tional  chants  as  news  cameras  re- 
corded  the  mes- 


ThE  PROTESTORS '  SIGNS  EXHIBITED 
VARYING  DEGREES  OE  CREATIVITY,  EFFORT, 
AND  OBSCENITY,  BUT  MOST  SIMPLY 
ADVOCATED  PEACE  -  WITHOUT  HATRED  OR 


RANCOR. 


sage  to  bring  it  to  a 
still  greater  audi¬ 
ence.  The  size  and 
dedication  of  the 
crowd,  if  nothing 
else,  proved  that,  as 
always,  these 
Americans  are  un¬ 
willing  to  let  their 
voices  go  unheard. 


on  Thursday,  March  20th,  the  day 
on  which  the  first  bombs  fell  over- 


ing  from  high  school  students  to 
young  parents  pushing  strollers,  as 
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BLSA  Works  to  Enrich  Student  Life 


By  Stephen  Dewey,  I 

Staff  Writer 


While  most  students  at  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  perceive  that  the  school 
receives  some  level  of  alumni  fund¬ 
ing  and  support,  most  are  also 
strikingly  unaware  of  the  level  at 
which  this  actually  occurs.  The 
Boston  Latin  School  Association 
(BLSA),  based  in  downtown  Bos¬ 
ton,  exists  solely  to  provide  grants 
to  the  school  and  to  facilitate 
alumni  volunteering  and  participa¬ 
tion.  It  does  so  to  an  extent  almost 
unheard  of  in  the  secondary  school 
setting. 

Probably  the  most  visible 
fruits  of  the  BLSA  grants  are  the 
new  Library  Media  Center  and  the 
Center  for  the  Visual  and  Perform¬ 
ing  Arts  (a.k.a.  the  Arts  Wing),  both 
funded  by  a  state  capital  improve¬ 
ment  grant  but  highly  supple¬ 
mented  with  alumni  money.  The 
Schawbel  Center,  the  Viterbi  Com¬ 
puter  Lab,  the  projectors  and  the 
computers  in  every  classroom  also 
owe  their  existence  to  private  sup¬ 
port. 

Yet  students  ask,  and  fairly 
so,  whether  the  BLSA  is  address¬ 
ing  the  issues  of  primary  and  fun¬ 
damental  importance  to  students 
themselves.  As  Attilla  Viragh  (I)  put 
it,  “It  seems  to  me  that  the  money 
donated  to  the  school  finds  its  way 
to  the  least  necessary  places.  It’s 
really  dandy  that  each  classroom 
has  a  projector  that  hardly  any 
teacher  knows  how  to  use,  but  it 
would  be  nice  if  we  didn’t  have  to 
pay  for  the  paper  we  print  our  es¬ 


nized  and  thoughtfully  targeted. 
Class  captains  solicit  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  their  graduating  class  for 
donations  and  help 
graduates  stay  in 
touch  with  each 
other.  The  BLS 
Parents  Com- 
ittee  assists 
with  basic 
fundraising  ac¬ 
tivities  like  direct  mail 
programs  and 
‘phone-a-thons,’ 
and  solicits 
parent  do¬ 
nations  to 
the  An- 
n  u  a  I 
Fund. 
Rec- 
o  g  - 
nizing 
that 
some 
BLS 
gradu¬ 
ates  are  able 
to  give 
larger  sums 
of  money 
than  one  would 
typically  ask  for 
by  mail,  the 
BLSA  created 
the  BLS  Asso¬ 
ciates  Commit¬ 
tee  to  seek  out 
donations  of  $500  or 
more  and  the  Campaign  Ambas¬ 
sador  program  to  identify  poten¬ 
tial  donors  of  at  least  $25,000  to 
the  Pons  Privatus  campaign. 

The  Pons  Privatus  cam- 


says  on  at  the  library.” 

To  be  fair,  it  must  be  said  that 
Boston  Latin  walks  a  fine  line  be¬ 
tween  supplementing  its  public 
funding  with  private  support  and 
being  forced  to  replace  city 
money  with  BLSA  money.  Pre¬ 
sumably,  if  Boston  Latin  were 
to  pay  for  more  of  its  own 
teachers  or  school  supplies, 
it  might  never  recover  that 
portion  of  its  budget  even 
in  an  economic  boon  be¬ 
cause  the  city  would 
question  the  necessity  of 
funding  it. 

The  BLSA’s  money 
actually  goes  to  a  far  wider 
range  of  areas  than  is  obvi¬ 
ous  to  most  students.  The 
current  Pons  Privatus  cam¬ 
paign  aims  to  raise  $10  mil¬ 
lion  for  scholarships  for  se¬ 
niors,  provide  $2  million  in 
athletics  funding,  create  de¬ 
partment  endowments  in  the 
arts,  sciences  and  humanities 
totaling  $6  million,  form  an  en¬ 
dowment  for  the  Guidance  De¬ 
partment,  the  Schwabel  Center 
and  the  Nurse’s  office  of  $1  mil¬ 
lion,  provide  professional  devel¬ 
opment  opportunities  for  teach¬ 
ers,  and  provide  additional  unre¬ 
stricted  funding. 

Current  juniors  are  probably 
aware  that  their  Summit  SAT  prep 
course  is  largely  subsidized  by 
BLSA  funds,  as  are  the  sizeable 
annual  budgets  of  many  of  Boston 
Latin’s  extracurricular  activities. 
Alumni  volunteers  from  the  BLSA 
help  students  at  Saturday  Success 
School  and  the  after-school  tutor- 


tor  stu¬ 
dents  outside  the  school  through 
the  BLSA’s  mentoring  program. 

The  BLSA’s  fundraising 
strategies  are  extremely  well  orga- 


ing  program,  and 
some  alumni 
men- 


paign  was  ini-  tiated 

to  provide  a  “private  bridge"  of  sup¬ 
port  for  Boston  Latin  in  addition  to 
its  public  funding  with  the  aim  of 
helping  the  school  keep  up  with  its 
suburban  and  private  peers.  It  is 
extremely  ambitious:  the  BLSA 
openly  talks  about  extending  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin’s  excellence  for  “centu¬ 
ries  to  come.”The  campaign  offers 
naming  opportunities  ranging  in 
cost  from  $10,000  to  become  a 
“Book  Patron”  to  $10  million  to 
name  the  arts  wing  or  the  audito¬ 
rium.  Thus  far  the  Library  Media 
Center  and  the  Entrance  Pavilion 
have  both  been  named  for  $3  mil¬ 
lion,  and  a  number  of  $1  million  and 
lesser  grants  have  also  been  re¬ 
ceived.  Pons  Privatus  also  seeks 
donations  in  the  form  of  bequests 
and  securities  grants,  and  has  con¬ 
ducted  an  extensive  mailing  cam¬ 
paign  seeking  some  level  of  sup¬ 
port  from  every  graduate. 

One  of  the  intangible  and 
often-overlooked  benefits  of  the 
BLSA’s  existence  is  that  as  an  or¬ 
ganization  that  answers  to  alumni 
rather  than  city  officials,  it  provides 
a  unique  and  outside  perspective 
on  the  school’s  decision-making 
process.  Presumably,  in  order  to 
keep  the  dollars  flowing,  alumni 
must  remain  happy  with  the 
school’s  progress,  which  provides 
an  impetus  for  improving  excel¬ 
lence  and  making  rational  deci¬ 
sions  about  the  school’s  future. 


Graphic  by  Joe  Graham-Felsen,  I 


Congratulate 
one  or  more 
members  of  the 
Class  of  2003 
with  a  message 
in  the  gradua¬ 
tion  issue  of 
The  Argo. 
The  senior(s) 
may  be  your 
son,  daughter, 
friend,  mentor, 
fellow  musi¬ 
cian,  teammate, 
club  member/ 
officer  or  stu¬ 
dent.  $10.  for 
each  2"  x  3.5" 
box.  For  infor¬ 
mation  or  to 
place  an  order 
e-mail: 

Slsai^m@eailWrnkj>et 


Dare  to  Defer:  College  Can  Wait 


By  Trude  Raizen,  III 

Staff  Writer 


Everybody  is  doing  it  these 
days  -  at  least  at  Boston  Latin.  But 
nationally  almost  40  percent  of  high 
school  graduates  do  not  attend 
college.  And  many  of  those  who  do 
go  to  college  take  a  year  off 
because  there  are  excellent 
opportunities  for  students  just  out 
of  high  school  that  will  not  be 
available  later  in  life. 

According  to  the  Bureau  of 
Labor  Statistics,  four  out  of  five 
students  who  do  not  attend  college 
go  into  the  work  force.  Some 
students  who  do  go  to  college  must 
first  earn  some  money  to  do  so.  Ms. 
Carpenter 
of  the  PIC 
office, 
however, 
says  that  it 
is  “a  lot 
easier  to 
get  a  job  if 
you  have  a 
college 
education,” 
especially 
because 
“this  is 

such  a  bad 
economy.” 

One 
solution  to 
this  is 

Apprerfceshp 
Training, 

Employer 
and  Labor 
Services,  a  federal  agency  that 
trains  young  people.  There  are  also 
vocational  high  schools,  and  within 


Boston  the  other  high  schools  have 
set  up  academies  that  are 
sometimes  career-oriented. 
Boston  Career  Link  helps  high 
school  students  find  jobs  for  after 
graduation. 

The  military  is  another  option 
for  students  who  don’t  want  to  go 
to  college.  In  fact,  a  member  of 
Boston  Latin’s  class  of  2002  joined 
the  Marines,  though  he  did  apply 
to  colleges  to  keep  his  options 
open.  Military  service  attracts  many 
students  who  do  not  wish  to  go  to 
college,  and  for  others  it  can  help 
pay  tuition  after  service. 
Americorps  is  another  option  for 
those  wishing  to  do  government 
service  and  seeking  financial  aid. 
However,  according  to  head 

guidance 
counselor 
Mr.  Jim 
Montague, 
“It’s  a  lot 
easier  to 
apply  to 
college 
while 
you’re  in 
high 
school." 

A 

different 
course 
that  BLS 
graduates 
have 
taken  is 
to  defer 
acceptance 
for  a 
semester  or  a  year.  Most  colleges 
allow  students  to  do  this  as  long 
as  they  outline  their  plans.  Usually 


students  must  be  either  working  or 
participating  in  educational 
activities. 

Colleges 
like 
students 
who  take 
a  year  off 
because 
they  are 
“more 
motivated 
and 
mature 
than  the 
average 
freshman 
and  tend 
to  do  well 
acadartaty’ 
explains 
Karl  Furstenberg  of  Dartmouth’s 
Department  of  Admissions. 
Another  reason  to  take  a  year  off 
is  that  sixteen  straight  years  of 
school  is  a  lot,  and  some  of  the 
opportunities  simply  will  not  be 
available  later  in  life. 

There  are  many  programs 
that  exist  for  students,  some  free 
and  some  costing  almost  as  much 
as  a  year  of  college  would.  City 
Year,  a  program  involving 
community  service  and  leadership 
development,  has  locations  in 
fifteen  cities  and  offers  full-year  and 
half-year  programs.  They 
encourage  “national  service  as  a 
means  for  building  a  stronger 
democracy,”  and  do  not  even 
require  a  high  school  diploma. 
Outward  Bound  and  Habitat  for 
Humanity  both  have  openings  for 
people  fresh  out  of  high  school. 
Some  programs,  like  LEAPNow 
and  Dynamy  Internship  Year,  offer 


college  credit  in  alternative 
environments  including  travel, 
hands-on 
experience, 
and 
independent 
living.  AFS, 
or  American 
Field 
Service, 
offers 
programs 
abroad 
either  in 
community 
service  or  at 
foreign 
colleges 
both  in  the 
summer 
and  during 
the  school  year.  Some 
students  choose  to  make  their  own 
arrangements.  This  gives  them 
more  options,  but  can  require  a 
great  deal  more  work  and  be  more 
expensive.  There  is  more 
information  available  in  the 
guidance  office. 

At  Boston  Latin  “the  mission 
of  the  school  is  to  get  students  into 
college,”  says  Mr.  Montague.  “It’s 
expected."  Nationwide,  however, 
many  students  are  doing  so  many 
other  things.  Some  have  no 
interest  in  college,  some  need  a 
break,  some  need  the  money  and 
some  just  want  to  experience  new 
things,  but  Mr.  Montague  cautions 
students  to  “apply  to  college  no 
matter  what.”  After  all,  getting  into 
a  good  college  is  the  mission  of  the 
students  at  Boston  Latin  as  well. 
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-  News 

Unveiling  a  Mystery:  The  ACT 


By  Rebecca  Greening,  I 

News  Editor 

As  the  Class  of  2004  rushes 
to  take  the  SAT,  many  do  not  even 
contemplate  the  alternative:  the 
mysterious  ACT.  The  ACT  is  a  test 
that  is  largely  taken  in  the  Midwest 
and  other  parts  of  the  country  that 
aren’t  the  Ivy-centered  East  coast. 
Each  test  has  its  distinctive  prop¬ 
erties  that  may  or  may  not  make 
standardized  testing  easier  for  a 
particular  student.  Although  most 
colleges  accept  either  test,  the  SAT 
pervades  as  the  common  test 
taken  by  BLS  students. 

The  SAT  (an  acronym  to 
which  the  College  Board  officially 
does  not  attach  a  meaning)  cen¬ 
ters  around  evaluating  a  student’s 
reasoning  abilities  in  three  areas: 
math,  vocabulary,  and  reading 
comprehension.  There  are  three 
math  sections,  three  verbal/read¬ 
ing,  and  one  experimental  section 
that  exists  in  one  of  the  two  types 
depending  on  the  version  of  the 
test.  Experimental  sections  are  not 
scored,  but  added  to  the  test  so 
that  those  scheming  minds  at  the 
ETS  (Educational  Testing  Service) 
can  try  out  new  questions  on  un¬ 
suspecting  testing  victims.  Ques¬ 
tions  on  the  SAT  appear  in  order 
of  difficulty.  The  underlying  goal  of 
the  SAT  is  to  test  skills  in  critical 
thinking  and  problem  solving.  The 
scoring  system  for  the  SAT  is  cur¬ 
rently  on  a  scale  of  200  to  800  in 
both  math  and  verbal  sections  with 
an  infamous  combined  perfect 
score  of  1600.  The  SAT  subtracts 
a  quarter  of  a  point  for  each  wrong 
answer,  thus  penalizing  guessing. 

The  ACT,  which  officially  has 
a  meaning  -  American  College 
Testing  Assessment  -  evaluates  a 
student’s  abilities  in  English,  math, 
reading,  and  scientific  reasoning. 


Questions  on  the  test  do  not  ap¬ 
pear  in  order  of  difficulty.  An  experi¬ 
mental  section  is  only  added  to 
tests  on  certain  dates  which  are 
clearly  made  known  to  the  test 
taker.  Students  receive  12  sepa¬ 
rate  scores  when  they  get  their 
ACT  results  in  the  mail.  The  most 
important  score  is  the  scaled  com¬ 
posite  score  that  ranges  from  1  to 
36,  taken  from 
an  average  of 
scores  in  the 
four  topics. 

The  subject 
and  sub¬ 
scores  are  in¬ 
cluded  to  il¬ 
lustrate  per¬ 
formance  in 
certain  areas. 

Some  stu¬ 
dents  find  this 
method  of 
scoring  espe¬ 
cially  helpful  in 
targeting  areas 
of  weakness. 

According  to 
Kaplan  Test 
Prep,  nearly 
half  of  all  test 
takers  fall  in  the 
17-23  range  of 
scores. 

A  couple  of 
glaring  differ¬ 
ences  remain  between  the  two 
tests.  The  ACT  does  not  penalize 
a  student  for  guessing,  which  on 
multiple  choice  problems  makes 
the  choice  between  the  two  most 
likely  answers  a  little  less  difficult, 
due  to  no  threat  of  losing  earned 
points.  According  to  the  Princeton 
Review’s  Web  site,  the  style  of  the 
two  tests  also  differ.  They  assert 
that  the  SAT  is  “tricky,  with  many 
distracters”  while  the  ACT  is  “more 
straightforward,  with  fewer 


distracters.”The  site  also  identifies 
the  SAT  as  heavily  testing  vocabu¬ 
lary,  reading,  and  math  while  the 
ACT  heavily  tests  grammar,  read¬ 
ing  and  math. 

In  terms  of  popular  opinion 
on  the  ACT  versus  the  SAT,  a  few 
of  the  small  number  of  students  at 
BLS  who  actually  took  the  test 
have  varying  viewpoints.  Will 


Dammin  (I)  com¬ 
mented  that  he  felt  less  prepared 
for  the  content  of  the  test  due  to 
sections  like  scientific  reasoning 
where  a  curriculum  background  in 
science  is  necessary  for  success. 
Mr.  Montague,  although  slightly  bi¬ 
ased  due  to  the  fact  that  he  came 
to  BLS  after  working  at  the  College 
Board  itself,  states  that  an  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  SAT  is  that  “colleges 
that  BLS  students  tend  to  apply  to 
are  more  familiar  with  the  SAT  and 
thus  find  the  test  easier  to  inter¬ 


pret.”  Although  in  regards  to  the 
ACT,  Mr.  Montague  suggests  that 
“if  a  student  who  is  applying  to  col¬ 
leges  that  will  accept  it  and  feels 
that  the  ACT  would  better  represent 
their  skills,  then  they  should  take 
it.”  Mr.  Montague  also  says  that 
some  colleges  accept  the  ACT  in 
lieu  of  the  SAT  I  and  SAT  Ms;  how¬ 
ever,  the  number  of  col¬ 
leges  who  do  this  is  ex¬ 
tremely  small. 

The  latest  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  life  of  the  SAT 
is  its  complete  renova¬ 
tion  beginning  in  March 
of  2005.  The  verbal 
section  will  be  re¬ 
named  critical  reading 
and  include  the  elimi¬ 
nation  of  analogies 
and  the  addition  of 
short  reading  pas¬ 
sages  to  the  existing 
long  reading  pas¬ 
sages.  An  entirely 
new  section  of  writ¬ 
ing  will  be  added 
that  includes  one 
long  essay  and  mul¬ 
tiple  choice  gram¬ 
mar  questions.  The 
math  section,  previ¬ 
ously  only  covering 
topics  up  to  the  Al¬ 
gebra  I  level,  will 
now  contain  questions  up  to  the  Al¬ 
gebra  II  level. 

For  those  who  are  now  think¬ 
ing  about  the  ACT  as  a  possible 
alternative  to  not  pouring  more 
money  into  the  monopolistic  Col¬ 
lege  Board,  you  can  find  out  more 
information  at  www.act.org.  Kaplan 
has  also  released  a  book  address¬ 
ing  the  two  tests  called  SAT  or 
ACT?:  Test  Your  Best. 


The  College  Board 
provides  this  Score 
Comparison  Chart  for 
the  SAT  and  ACT  scores. 


SAT  ACT 

Verbal+Math  Composite 

Score  Score 


1600 

36 

1  560-1590 

35 

1510-1550 

34 

1460-1500 

33 

1410-1450 

32 

1360-1400 

31 

1320-1350 

30 

1280-1310 

29 

1240-1270 

28 

1210-1230 

27 

1170-1200 

26 

1130-1160 

25 

1090-1120 

24 

1060-1080 

23 

1020-1050 

22 

980-1010 

21 

940-970 

20 

900-930 

19 

860-890 

18 

810-850 

17 

760-800 

16 

Celebrate  BLS's  Music  Program  and  BLS's  Class  of  2003 
Attend  Music  Night  "Music  for  Scholarships" 

Two  nights  in  2003! 

Thursday,  May  1st  and  Friday,  May  2nd  at  7:00pm 
Admission  each  night  is  $10  Adults,  $5  Children 

May  1st: 

Gospel  Choir  •  Chamber  Orchestra  •  Wolfettes  •  Concert  Choir  •  Senior  Concert  Band  • 
Wolftones  •  Senior  String  Ensemble  •  Show  Choir  •  Jazz  Ensemble  •  Big  Band 

May  2nd: 

Class  VI  Chorus  •  Class  VI  Band  •  Class  V  Band  •  Class  IV  Chorus  • 

Training  Strings  •  Class  V  Chorus  •  Junior  Band  •  Flute  Ensemble  •  Repertory  Strings 

Fill  the  800+  auditorium  seats  to  honor  and  celebrate  BLS’s  Music  Faculty  and  Students! 

All  proceeds  raised  go  to  scholarships  for  seniors. 

2002  recipients: 

Amy  Arrington  •  Karen  Buenaventura  •  Katty  Buenaventra  •  Amanda  Carrata  •  Marie  Celestin  •  Kenny  Chan  • 

Jason  Chou  •  Marie  Chow  •  Denney  Chu  •  Jonathan  Cobb  •  Sirad  Corbin  •  Suzannah  Dinsmore  •  Rosalise  Esteve  •  Rosette  Esteve  • 
Meghan  Faherty  •  Erin  Fleming  •  Joshua  Gans  •  Alexander  Gordon  •  Emily  Claire  Hicks  •  Dany  Hilaire  •  Huy  Hoang  • 

Elizabeth  Johnson  •  Benjamin  Lam  •  Jessica  Lambert  •  Soramy  Le  •  Jacques  Ledbetter  •  Christina  Lee  •  Kariana  Lewis  •  Jessica  Li  • 
Neil  Mahoney  •  Taryn  Mahoney  •  Diana  Man  •  Yarimar  Marquez  •  Nicholas  Marsceill  •  Emily  Marzan  •  Shanna  Masdea  • 

Jillian  Masmela  •  Elizabeth  McDonnell  •  Kathleen  Meagher  •  Krista  Messina  •  Gissel  Morales  •  Patrick  Moran  •  Nelson  Mui  • 

Jesse  Naimark-Rowse  •  Jennifer  Thu  Nguyen  •  Elizabeth  O’Connell  •  Meghan  O’Connor  •  Jennifer  Olson  •  Allison  Panganiban  • 

Kate  Papas  •  Yvette  Philip  •  Carla  Poles  •  Leo  Rakita  •  Thrisha  Rose  •  Matthew'  Ryan  •  Diana  Saravelas  •  April  Sheehan  •  Aimee  Smith 
•  Joseph  Stephen  •  Kimberly  Strike  •  Kimberly  Szeto  •  Pierre  Thelusma  •  Gregory  Toro  •  Khanh  Tran  •  Phu  Tran  •  Natalie  Truong  • 
Christopher  Lrnek  •  Anna  Wilk  •  Deanna  Wong  •  Sze  Nga  Wong  •  Shauna  Worrell-Waldron  •  Hsai-Won  Yao  •  Alhambra  Yee 
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The  Strike  Zone 
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As  the  summer  months  ap¬ 
proach  and  the  weather  grows 
warmer,  the  attire  of  the  student 
body  quickly  shifts  to  shorts  and 
tank  tops  to  relieve  them  from  the 
stifling  heat  of  the  building.  In  past 
years  teachers  and  the  administra¬ 
tion  have  used  their  own  discretion 
in  judging 
whether  stu¬ 
dents  are 
“dressed  for  the 
business  of 
education.”  Ev¬ 
ery  year  teach¬ 
ers  pick  certain 
students  out  of 
the  bustling 
crowd  that 
rushes  through 
the  hall  toward 
their  next  class 
to  inspect  the 
length  of  their 
shorts  and  the 
neckline  of  their 
tank  tops.  This 
scrutiny  is  usu¬ 
ally  experienced  by  the  female 
members  of  the  class;  being  iso¬ 
lated  from  the  rest,  however,  is  em¬ 
barrassing,  inconvenient,  and  ex¬ 
tremely  annoying  for  anyone  who 
must  experience  it. 

The  agenda  book  itself  is  ex¬ 
tremely  vague  in  its  description  of 
proper  dress,  and  leaves  much 
gray  area  for  determining  proper 
attire.  It  states:  “No  clothing  may 
be  worn  that. .  .is  determined  by  the 
Head  Master  or  his  designee  to  be 
potentially  disruptive.”  To  eliminate 
this  gray  area  and  establish  com¬ 
mon  ground  among  the  students 
and  administration,  the  Student 
Council  has  found  a  compromise. 
It  is  titled  “The  Strike  Zone”,  as 
seen  on  the  posters  in  various  hall¬ 
ways.  It  is  an  addendum  to  the 


dress  code  that  establishes  ac¬ 
cepted  lengths  of  clothing  for  shirts, 
skirts,  and  shorts.  While  standing 
up,  a  student  must  be  covered  from 
the  armpit  to  the  middle  of  the 
thigh.  It  is  also  a  way  to  avoid  a 
much  stricter  dress  code,  a  sug¬ 
gestion  of  some  faculty  and  par¬ 
ents. 

“The 
Strike  Zone” 
permits  stu¬ 
dents  to  wear 
tank  tops 
without  hav¬ 
ing  to  dispute 
the  thickness 
of  the  straps 
or  the  neck¬ 
line.  It  allows 
students  who 
a  are  con- 

Q 

E  fronted  about 
u  their  attire  to 
some 
de- 
it 

eliminates  a 
teacher’s  ability  to  confront  a  stu¬ 
dent  on  his  or  her  clothing  based 
on  the  teacher’s  own  opinion. 

With  the  past  approval  of 
“The  Strike  Zone”  at  the  February 
meeting  of  the  School  Site  Coun¬ 
cil,  the  policy  will  go  under  further 
review  at  its  meeting  on  May  1 9th. 
That  early  date  is  probably  a  mis¬ 
take,  however.  The  council  should 
wait  until  the  June  meeting  so  that 
“The  Strike  Zone”  can  be  properly 
tested  during  the  warmer  weather, 
and  a  better-informed  decision  may 
be  made. 

Hopefully,  this  new  addition 
to  the  preexisting  dress  code  will 
eliminate  the  trivial  emphasis  on 
dress  and  allow  everyone  to  focus 
on  a  far  more  important  subject:  our 
education. 


«  have 
^  £  sort  of 
“  fense,  and 


Think  Before  You 


Speak  Out 


Since  we  have  first  talked 
about  the  possibility  of  war  there 
has  been  a  number  of  outspoken 
groups  of  citizens  who  believe  that 
this  venture  is  purely  for  the  eco¬ 
nomic  gain  of  the  United  States. 
Whether  or  not  this  is  the  case,  the 
amount  of  cynicism  among  these 
disapproving  groups  has  been 
overwhelming. 

Demonstrations  by  protest¬ 
ers  have  been  legal  and  well 
planned,  excluding  a  few  carous¬ 
als  that  have  stopped  traffic  and 
interrupted  commerce;  support  for 
them  has  been  abundant.  These 
protesters  are  exercising  their  right 
to  freedom  of  speech,  a  freedom 
not  available  to  the  citizens  of  Iraq 
under  the  current  regime.  It  is  a 
freedom  that  the  United  States  is 
striving  to  provide  for  them  -  it 
would  be  hypocritical  for  anyone  to 
attempt  to  quiet  the  denounce¬ 
ments  of  those  who  have  an  ex¬ 
treme  anti-war  sentiment.  Indeed 
there  is  always  a  need  to  question 
lest  we  become  mindless  sheep. 

However,  some  of  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  United  States  are  dis¬ 
missing  the  efforts  of  our  military 
as  bogus  claims  and  are  insisting 
that  the  United  States  is  simply 
going  into  Iraq  for  oil  interests. 
They  have  no  evidence  to  support 


this  opinion. 

In  addition  to  attempting  to 
overthrow  the  corrupt  dictator  of  an 
oppressive  regime,  the  United 
States  has  also  stated  that  we  are 
going  to  war  with  Iraq  in  an  effort 
to  spread  humanitarian  aid  and 
guarantee  global  citizens  the  right 
to  freedoms  that  we  Americans 
hold  dear.  Our  soldiers  are  fight¬ 
ing  to  spread  the  ability  to  ques¬ 
tion  government  policy  and  the 
ability  to  speak  freely. 

There  is  a  certain  point 
where  people  need  to  trust  and 
support  our  leaders.  The  protests, 
though  they  may  be  well-founded 
on  some  levels,  attack  the  priori¬ 
ties  of  the  United  States.  It  is  sad 
that  we  feel  we  must  so  adamantly 
question  the  intentions  of  our  gov¬ 
ernment.  Why  have  we  come  to 
this  point?  Is  it  our  culture,  the  tech¬ 
nology  that  provides  the  American 
people  with  video  game-like  im¬ 
ages  of  the  war?  It  is  sad  that  we 
as  a  country  do  not  trust  our  lead¬ 
ers.  Now  we  are  in  a  war  -  for  bet¬ 
ter  or  for  worse.  We  must  forge 
on  together  as  a  country  and  sup¬ 
port  our  troops,  the  men  and 
women  who  valiantly  risk  their  lives 
to  ensure  democracy  and  freedom. 


Editorial 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Privatizing  our  Education 


Education  within  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  has  always  been  a  pri¬ 
ority  since  the  founding  of  Boston 
Latin  School  and  the  days  of 
Horace  Mann  fighting  for  compul¬ 
sory  education.  Governor  Mitt 
Romney's  new  plan  to  restructure 
state  colleges  and  universities 
jeopardizes  the  higher  educational 
system  of  Massachusetts.  The  plan 
as  it  stands  will  eliminate  the  office 
of  the  president  of  the  University 
of  Massachusetts,  a  position  cur¬ 
rently  held  by  the  politically-con¬ 
nected  William  Bulger,  whose  no¬ 
torious  brother  James  graces  the 
FBI’s  Ten  Most  Wanted  list.  The 
plan  will  also  separate  the  five 
UMASS  campuses  at  Amherst, 
Boston,  Dartmouth,  Lowell,  and 
Worcester  in  an  attempt  to  priva¬ 
tize  the  Worcester  medical  school, 
and  to  make  Amherst  relatively 
self-sufficient.  The  plan  will  raise 
UMASS  Amherst’s  student  popu¬ 
lation  by  15,000.  Romney  has  al¬ 
ready  earmarked  monies  to  be 
spent  on  dorms  and  research  fa¬ 
cilities  at  the  Amherst  campus  in 
an  attempt  to  put  UMASS  on  the 
map  with  other  large  state  univer¬ 
sities.  In  addition,  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  College  of  Art  and  the  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Maritime  Academy  will 
be  privatized  and  six  state  colleges 
will  be  merged  into  three.  The  plan 
comes  as  Romney  tries  to  put  edu¬ 
cation  first  and  combat  the  budget 
deficit,  a  balancing  act  that  spells 


disaster  from  the  get-go.  Romney 
is  poised  to  sacrifice  the  higher 
education  opportunities  of 
Massachusetts’s  residents. 

William  Bulger  spoke  out 
against  Romney’s  plan,  calling  it 
“elitism”  and  urging  the  governor 
to  “let  us  not  privatize  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Dream.”The  self-sufficiency  of 
UMASS  will  lead  to  massive  lay¬ 
offs  and  tuition  hikes  in  an  age 
where  the  average  cost  of  a  four- 
year  private  college  is  well  above 
$20,000.  Others  have  spoken  out 
against  the  plan,  saying  that  it  has 
a  cavalier  attitude  towards  the 
other  campuses,  regarding  them 
not  as  institutions  of  learning,  but 
rather  as  job  training  sites. 

There  are  two  main  prob¬ 
lems  with  the  new  system. The  sys¬ 
tem  will  pull  educational  opportu¬ 
nities  from  the  grasp  of  working 
class  families  and  at  the  same  time 
turn  its  back  on  the  smaller  state 
colleges  and  universities  to  make 
UMASS  Amherst  a  renowned  in¬ 
stitution.  The  schools  that  are 
privatized,  namely  UMASS  Medi¬ 
cal  School  at  Worcester,  the  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  College  of  Art  and  the 
Massachusetts  Maritime  Academy 
will  invariably  be  forced  to  raise 
their  tuition.  State  colleges  and 
universities  were  established  to 
provide  working  men  and  women 
the  opportunity  to  advance  through 
education  at  a  reasonable  price. 
The  Massachusetts  College  of  Art, 


Massachusetts  Maritime  Academy, 
and  UMASS  Amherst  have  ser¬ 
viced  the  Commonwealth  for  years 
by  offering  specialized  services. 
Privatizing  them  will  challenge  the 
essence  and  mission  of  public  col¬ 
leges.  At  the  same  time,  Romney’s 
throwing  such  energy  and  support 
behind  the  Amherst  campus  will  in¬ 
variably  lead  to  Boston,  Dartmouth, 
and  Lowell  being  left  behind.  Each 
campus  services  a  diverse  com¬ 
munity  in  the  Commonwealth  and 
each  campus  is  necessary  to  the 
vitality  and  advancement  of  the  lo¬ 
cal  area.  By  allocating  such  a  large 
amount  of  monies  to  one  campus 
Romney  is  set  to  overlook  the  oth¬ 
ers. 

The  United  States  prides  it¬ 
self  on  being  a  land  of  opportunity. 
Everyone  has  the  right  to  go  to 
school  to  learn.  A  high  school  edu¬ 
cation  is  compulsory,  and  Massa¬ 
chusetts  prides  itself  on  having 
excellent  school  systems.  Although 
higher  education  is  not  compulsory 
and  should  not  be,  it  should  be 
available  to  all  those  who  desire  to 
it.  Governor  Romney’s  plan  de¬ 
creases  accessibility  to  state  col¬ 
leges  and  universities.  Although  it 
seems  to  make  sense  in  figures 
and  on  paper,  Romney  overlooks 
the  people  of  the  Commonwealth 
that  will  be  affected  by  such  a  dras¬ 
tic  series  of  reorganization  and 
decentralization. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Prestige:  Responsibility  of  the  Students 


I  would  like  to  make  a  few 
comments  about  the  “rant”  which 
was  distributed  in  the  boys’  bath¬ 
rooms.  (How  appropriate  a  loca¬ 
tion.)  The  author  has  a  mistaken 
notion  of  the  origins  of  the  Boston 
Latin  School’s  prestige.  As  a  gradu¬ 
ate  and  a  member  of  the  faculty, 
let  me  correct  his  misconception. 
Boston  Latin  is  not  pfestigious  be¬ 
cause  of  the  administration.  What¬ 
ever  you  think  of  the  headmaster, 
the  assistant  head¬ 
masters  and  the  other 
staff,  they  are  not  the 
reason  for  BLS’s  repu¬ 
tation,  nor  is  the  fac¬ 
ulty  the  reason.  Good 
teachers,  poor  teach¬ 
ers  -  nope,  not  the 
cause  of  BLS’s  fame. 

Although  there  have 
always  been  some 
excellent  teachers  at  BLS,  it  has 
never  been  renowned  for  the  qual¬ 
ity  of  its  masters,  and  most  assur¬ 
edly  BLS  is  not  prestigious  be¬ 
cause  of  its  physical  plant.  Al¬ 
though  it  has  undergone  a  recent 
dramatic  improvement,  remember 
that  its  accreditation  was  in  jeop¬ 
ardy  because  of  its  antiquated  fa¬ 
cilities.  No,  people  do  not  say  “BLS 
-  what  a  great  faculty. ..great 
administration. . .great  building!” 

To  put  it  simply,  BLS’s  pres¬ 
tige  rests  on  its  students.  They  are 
its  reputation.  They  were  always 
readily  identifiable.  They  were  the 
ones  always  carrying  books,  who 
spoke  well  and  deported  them¬ 


selves  with  honor.  So,  if  you  find 
that  its  reputation  is  ill-founded, 
may  I  suggest  you  look  in  the  mir¬ 
ror,  that  you  discuss  your  distress 
with  your  fellow  students,  that  you 
express  your  views  in  a  rational, 
civilized  manner  as  befits  a  BLS 
student,  instead  of  making  vicious 
accusations  and  hiding  behind  the 
name  of  another  student. 

However,  I  must  admit  that  I 
do  find  a  kernel  of  truth  in  your 


poorly-written  screed.  There  is 
much  that  I  find  disconcerting 
about  BLS  today.  There  are  too 
many  students  who  are  not  de¬ 
voted  to  academics  and  who  have 
no  interest  in  the  life  of  the  mind. 
They  seem  to  think  that  this  school 
is  a  burden  rather  than  a  opportu¬ 
nity.  They  wander  the  halls,  they 
cheat,  they  plagiarize,  and  they 
search  out  every  chance  to  under¬ 
achieve  or  not  to  achieve  at  all. 
Much  of  the  behavior  and  language 
I  witness  daily  makes  me  shudder. 
The  lack  of  manners,  the  base  be¬ 
havior,  the  amount  of  casual  pro¬ 
fanity  in  the  halls,  both  on  the  “T” 
and  off  school  grounds,  astounds 


me.  I  do  not  blame  solely  the  mis¬ 
creants.  A  culture  of  acceptance 
seems  to  have  developed  in  the 
student  body.  I  never  see  students 
reprimanding  one  another  for  mis¬ 
behaving  -  for  swearing,  cheating, 
stealing,  or  selling  drugs.  Good  stu¬ 
dents  and  decent  people  say  noth¬ 
ing  when  these  offenses  occur. 
Their  silence  allows  this  behavior 
to  survive,  even  flourish.  To  quote 
a  graduate,  “the  only  thing  neces¬ 
sary  for  evil  to  flourish  is 
for  good  men  to  do  noth¬ 
ing.”  Thus,  it  is  left  to  the 
administration  and  fac¬ 
ulty  to  wage  an  uphill 
struggle  against  this  ris¬ 
ing  tide  of  indecency, 
and  for  that  they  are  of¬ 
ten  denounced,  criti¬ 
cized  or  vilely  character¬ 
ized. 

Therefore,  excuse  me  if  I 
seem  a  little  put  off  and  distant 
these  days.  I  see  a  student  body 
allowing  itself  to  be  pulled  down 
into  a  cesspool  by  the  worst  among 
it.  I  cannot  uphold  this  school’s 
name.  That  is  the  task  of  the  stu¬ 
dent  body  -  to  maintain  its  com¬ 
mitment  not  only  to  academics  but 
also  to  decent,  civil  behavior,  to 
respect  for  one’s  fellow  students, 
for  the  teachers  (even  the  poor 
ones)  and  for  the  administration, 
because  if  you  cannot  do  these 
things  here  at  BLS,  you  never  will. 

Sincerely, 

Dr.  Gerald  P.  Neary 

History  Department 


“To  PUT  IT  SIMPLY,  BLS  ’  S 
PRESTIGE  RESTS  ON  ITS 
STUDENTS.  ” 


Letters  must  be  written  exclusively  to  the  Argo  and  must  include  name,  class,  homeroom,  and 
e-mail  address  of  the  writer.  Letters  should  be  200  words  or  less;  all  are  subject  to  condensation. 
Letters  may  be  dropped  off  in  the  Argo  box  in  the  main  office  or  delivered  to  Robert  Fitzpatrick 

(103)  or  Kathryn  McDonald  (120). 

Op-eds  may  be  submitted  to  the  Argo  for  consideration  for  publication.  They  must  include 
name,  class,  homeroom,  and  email  address  of  the  writer.  Op-eds  should  be  500  words  or 
less.  The  opinions  expressed  in  these  pieces  are  those  of  the  writers  and  do  not  represent 

the  views  of  the  Argo. 


April  2003 


Pasje  7 


Shawn  Guan 


Op-ed 
Cents  on  Iraq 


Two 

This  unprovoked  war  of  ag¬ 
gression  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  is  a  sign  of  the  revival  of 
the  imperialism  of  the  early  twen¬ 
tieth  century.  This  war  has  many 
parallels  with  the  Spanish-Ameri- 
can  war.  In  both  wars,  the  United 
States  claimed  to  bring  freedom 
after  victory.  However,  after  the 
Spanish-American  war,  U.S.  inter¬ 
ests  dominated  both  Cuba  and  the 
Philippines.  The  promise  of  de¬ 
mocracy  and  freedom  was  be¬ 
trayed  by  selfish  U.S.  interests. 
Even  though  they  had  been  prom¬ 
ised  independence,  the  Philip¬ 
pines  became  a  U.S.  colony. 
Cuba,  though  not  colonized,  was 
forced  to  allow  the  United  States 
to  intervene  via  the  Platt  Amend¬ 
ment.  In  the  end,  Iraq  won’t  be 
controlled  by  the  twisted  will  of  a 
dictator;  instead,  it  will  be  bent  to 
serve  selfish  U.S.  interests.  It  is 
these  selfish  U.S.  interests  that 
have  haunted  the  foreign  policy  of 
the  past,  and  it  is  these  selfish  U.S. 
interests  which  have  returned  to 
dictate  the  foreign  policy  of  the 
present. 

In  truth,  however,  this  war 
against  Iraq  may  be  even  worse 
than  the  Spanish-American  War. 
Firstly,  pro-war  sentiment  in  the 
United  States  is  not  as  strong  as 
it  was  a  century  ago.  Even  though 
Hussein’s  atrocities  in  Iraq  are 
worse  than  those  of  the  Spanish 
in  Cuba,  it  still  does  not  change 
the  fact  that  most  Americans  don’t 
find  the  war  justifiable.  Before  the 
Spanish-American  War,  a  virulent 
war  fever  ran  throughout  the  coun¬ 
try.  Furthermore,  there  is  no  de¬ 
finitive  evidence  that  Iraq  is  a  huge 
threat. The  non-existent  al-Qaeda 
link  was  fabricated  to  provoke 


emotional  Americans.  There  is  no 
evidence  of  Iraqi  nuclear  weapons. 
North  Korea,  with  its  nuclear  weap¬ 
ons  on  the  verge  of  completion,  is 
a  much  larger  threat  to  world  se¬ 
curity  than  Iraq. 

Another  problem  with  this 
war  is  the  fact  that  many  terrorist 
organizations  will  exploit  a  U.S.  in¬ 
vasion  as  recruit¬ 
ment  propa¬ 
ganda.  They  will 
show  the  war  not 
merely  as  a  war 
against  Iraq,  but 
as  a  war  against 
all  of  Islam.  We 
are  only  fueling 
their  hatred.  Per¬ 
haps  by  invading 
Iraq  we  will  pre¬ 
vent  a  chemical 
attack,  but  we  will 
be  inviting  a  thou¬ 
sand  attacks  in  its 
place  instead. 

We  will  also  fur¬ 
ther  destabilize 
an  already  un¬ 
stable  region. 

Sadly,  these  events  have  al¬ 
ready  been  set  in  motion.  Now, 
many  will  die  for  a  cause  that  is 
unjust.  Many  more  nations  will  rise 
against  America.  In  the  end,  we  will 
have  gained  nothing  from  this  but 
greater  burdens  and  more  en¬ 
emies.  Once  again,  the  Uniited 
States  will  be  dragged  into  an  im¬ 
perialist  quagmire  because  of  the 
impulsive  actions  of  one  man.  I 
hope  that  Mr.  Bush  learns  a  les¬ 
son  from  this  morally  bankrupt  en¬ 
deavor. 

Now  don’t  get  me  wrong:  I 
love  this  country.  I  love  my  adopted 
homeland  for  all  that  it  has  given 


me.  I  also  despise  Saddam  and  his 
tyrannical  grip  on  Iraq.  But  that 
does  not  mean  that  I  have  to  be  a 
mind-slave  to  the  government.  It 
does  not  mean  that  I  have  to  take 
everything  the  government  says  as 
truth.  It  does  not  mean  that  I  have 
to  support  this  war  of  aggression. 
After  all,  how  could  anyone  with  a 


conscience  possibly  support  an 
imperialist  endeavor  that  will  result 
in  the  deaths  of  thousands  of  inno¬ 
cents?  Unlike  the  first  Gulf  War,  this 
new  one  has  no  righteous  cause 
behind  it.  We  are  not  liberating  an 
occupied  nation;  rather,  we  are 
occupying  a  nation.  We  are  violat¬ 
ing  the  very  ideals  upon  which  this 
country  was  founded.  We  do  not 
need  to  bomb  Iraqi  cities  and  civil¬ 
ians  just  to  get  at  one  man.  Instead, 
more  subtle  methods,  like  a  U.S.- 
sponsored  coup,  could  prove  just 
as  effective. 

Shawn  Guan  is  a 

member  of  Class  I. 


Michael  Guerra 

The  Segway 


In  December  2001 ,  inventor 
Dean  Kamen  unveiled  his  much 
anticipated  creation:  the  Segway, 
an  electric  scooter. 

Unlike  conventional  scoot¬ 
ers,  the  Segway  uses  gyroscopes 
and  computers  to  keep  itself  bal¬ 
anced.  Moving  involves  leaning 
forward  to  go,  leaning  back  to 
brake,  and  turning  one  of  the 
handles  to  go  around  corners. 

Early  reports  had  made  it 
sound  as  if  this  was  an  invention 
that  would  change  the  everyday 
lives  of  everyone,  and  Mr.  Kamen’s 
own  secrecy  about  the  project  sim¬ 
ply  helped  to  fuel  the  hype  and 
speculation.  Now,  after  almost  two 
years,  it  seems  the  invention  sim¬ 
ply  hasn’t  caught  on. 

The  fundamental  problem 


with  the  Segway  is  that  it’s  a  poorly 
conceived,  poorly  executed  inven¬ 
tion  for  which  no  one  in  his  right 
mind  should  spend  $4950. 

The  device  is  advertised  as 
something  to  make  everyday  life 
easier  for  everyone.  According  to 
Kamen’s  own  guidelines,  children 
under  16  aren’t  advised  to  use  it, 
and  people  who  cannot  stand  up 
for  long  periods  of  time  aren’t  sup¬ 
posed  to  use  it.  This  includes  the 
vast  majority  of  the  elderly  and 
people  with  certain  disabilities.  The 
scooter  also  is  not  built  to  carry 
obese  individuals.  The  invention 
is  fit  to  carry  only  relatively  young, 
physically  fit  people  -  probably  the 
only  group  that  doesn’t  need  any 
help  getting  around.  In  this  nation 
of  rising  obesity  and  laziness,  an 


invention  intended  to  replace  the 
only  exercise  most  people  get  is 
definitely  not  needed. 

The  Segway  has  been  ad¬ 
vertised  as  an  invention  that  will  “do 
to  the  automobile  what  the  auto¬ 
mobile  did  to  the  horse  and  buggy” 
-  in  other  words,  replace  it.  The 
Segway  moves  at  a  maximum  of 
thirteen  miles  an  hour.  Postal  work¬ 
ers  using  the  Segway  were  not 
even  able  to  complete  their  whole 
route  on  one  battery.  It  seems  im¬ 
possible  that  the  Segway,  a  pedes¬ 
trian  vehicle,  would  be  able  to  re¬ 
place  the  automobile. 

The  Segway  weighs  be¬ 
tween  80  and  83  pounds.  Add  a 
person,  and  now  you  have  a  ve¬ 
hicle,  with  a  combined  weight  of 
between  200  and  250  pounds,  roll- 


Andrew  Freeman 

Lateralism 


“Do  not  contend  for  allies  in  all- 
under  heaven. 

Do  not  cultivate  balance  in  all- 
under  heaven. 

Trust  in  self-interest. 

Spread  one’s  awesomeness 
over  the  enemy. 

Thus  his  state  can  be  seized  and 
his  walled  cities  can  be  made  to  sub¬ 
mit.” 

-  The  Art  of  War,  Sun  Tzu 

What  was  true  in  north  China 
about  2,300  years  ago  remains 
true  today:  allies  are  frequently  un¬ 
cooperative,  and  should  never  form 
the  sole  foundation  for  military  ac¬ 
tion.  Today,  many  in  the  United 
States  decant  on  the  need  for  al¬ 
lies,  U.N.  support,  and  other  ves¬ 
tiges  of  legitimacy,  yet  in  doing  so 
they  undermine  the  potential  for 
any  positive  action.  Our  country 
has  never  been  more  empowered 
than  it  is  now.  We  have  neither  tem¬ 
poral  nor  moral  need  for  allies. 

Millions  of  people  worldwide 
have  gathered  to  protest  the  “War 
Against  Iraq,”  demanding  that  we 
acquire  legitimacy  from  the  United 
Nations  and  nations  we  have  his¬ 
torically  been  supportive  of.  This 
year,  the  USA  plans  to  spend  over 
$300  billion  for  the  military  and 
maintains  bases,  and  bombers 
across  the  world,  we  are  prostrate 
before  second-rate  powers  in  re¬ 
moving  the  brutal  regime  of 
Saddam  Hussein.  According  to 
the  CIA  World  Factbook,  France 
spent  $46.5  billion  (2000)  on  de¬ 
fense,  China  between  $20  and  $60 
billion  (2002),  and  Germany  $38.8 
billion.  U.S.  military  outlays,  even 
before  September  11th,  dwarfed 
these  nations’  expenditures.  It  is 
clear  that  their  material  support  is 
unnecessary. 

However,  many  Americans 
proclaim  that  we  must  have  foreign 
acclamation  on  a  moral  and  mili¬ 
tary  level.  Predominantly  leftist 
organizations  demand  “conclusive 
proof”  of  Iraqi  weapons  of  mass 
destruction,  seek  both  domestic 
and  foreign  consensus,  and  ideal¬ 
ize  U.N.  Security  Council  support. 
They  cite  French  and  German  de¬ 
fiance  as  a  sign  of  the  inherent 
problems  with  Bush's  policy.  How¬ 


ever,  these  stances  are  less  about 
Iraq  and  more  about  the  United 
States.  France  and  Germany,  tra¬ 
ditional  leaders  in  the  twentieth 
century,  are  aghast  at  their  declin¬ 
ing  influence;  they  use  their  current 
positions  to  take  pot  shots  at  the 
only  superpower,  because  other¬ 
wise  they  would  feel 
irrelevant.  Russia  and  China, 
though  admittedly  powerful,  are 
simply  seeking  to  better  them¬ 
selves  in  negotiations  with  the 
United  States  and  will  likely  acqui¬ 
esce  to  regime  change  without  vo¬ 
ciferous  protest.  The  French  and 
German  opposition,  however,  is 
hailed  because  those  nations  rep¬ 
resent  the  enlightened  European 
ideal  espoused  by  American  left¬ 
ists:  gun  control,  strong  unions,  and 
progressive  governments.  That 
their  arguments  against  the  war  are 
self-interested  is  frequently 
glossed  over  in  the  rush  to  deplore 
the  Bush  administration. 

The  United  Nations  as  an 
instrument  of  world  government  is 
indubitably  hampered  by  nations 
that  are  unwilling  to  enforce  its  de¬ 
crees.  France,  Russia,  China,  and 
Germany  are  willing  to  stand  back 
while  Saddam  arms  and  op¬ 
presses,  and  we  should  respect 
that  decision,  taking  action  in  the 
name  of  the  United  Nations.  Our 
military  supremacy  allows  us  to 
attack  unilaterally.  Furthermore,  it 
is  philosophically  acceptable  to  at¬ 
tack  an  unjust  regime  because  our 
democratic  processes  ensure 
there  will  be  debate.  A  “War  On 
Iraq”  is  limited  by  political  oppo¬ 
nents  in  Congress,  by  human  rights 
and  civil  liberties  activists,  by  cir¬ 
cumspect  media,  and  by  an  assidu¬ 
ous  Academia,  all  lusting  for  a 
chance  to  thrash  Bush  should  his 
initiative  falter.  Already,  there  have 
been  vigorous  arguments  in  univer¬ 
sities  and  editorial  pages.  Those 
with  opinions  will  voice  them  -  a 
sign  of  the  health  of  our  society  - 
and  in  time  of  severe  crisis  these 
cries  will  overpower  any  adminis¬ 
tration  whose  policies  are  truly  rep¬ 
rehensible. 

Andrew  Freeman  is  a 

member  of  Class  I 


ing  down  pedestrian  sidewalks  at 
up  to  four  times  the  normal  walk¬ 
ing  speed.  If  one  of  these  Segways 
hits  you,  it’s  going  to  do  some  dam¬ 
age.  To  ease  concerns  in  demon- 
strational  videos,  the  Segway  has 
been  rolled  over  people’s  hands  to 
show  that  it  is  safe.  The  concern, 
however,  is  not  that  individuals  will 
have  their  hands  run  over,  it’s  that 
they  will  be  run  over,  or  at  least 
knocked  down. 

There  are  so  many  problems 
with  the  Segway,  but  comfort 


comes  with  the  thought  that  no  one 
seems  to  be  buying  it.  The  Segway 
will  most  likely  hang  on  for  a  little 
while  and  then  sputter  out  com¬ 
pletely  into  obscurity. 

For  all  the  horrible  aspects 
of  the  Segway,  it  does  seem  like  it 
may  be  mildly  fun  to  try.  If  you  ever 
see  a  disgruntled  postal  worker 
selling  one  for  a  few  bucks  at  a  yard 
sale,  you  might  consider  picking  it 
up.  Otherwise,  it’s  not  worth  your 
time.  Michael  Guerra  is  a 
member  of  Class  I 


Shawn,  Sinnott  0f  ReSpeCt 


The  war  has  begun.  We 
know  that  much. 

The  war  has  caused  casual¬ 
ties  among  Americans,  among  our 
allies,  and  yes,  among  Iraqi  civil¬ 
ians  and  military  forces. 

What  do  you  expect?  This 
is  a  war. 

This  is  a  war  which  is  highly 
controversial.  Many  do  not  agree 
with  President  Bush's  policies,  nor 
do  they  agree  with  the  decisions 
he  has  made  in  the  past  few 
months.  They  say  that  war  will  in¬ 
jure  too  many  people  and  that  it’s 
not  worth  the  casualties.  They 
think  that  we  are  being  ruthless 
murderers  and  that  we  don’t  have 
any  substantial  proof  that  war 
against  Saddam  Hussein  is  neces¬ 
sary. 

Too  bad. 


The  war  has  begun.  We’re 
not  turning  back. 

I  am  by  no  means  saying  that 
I  wanted  to  go  to  war.  War  is  a 
bloody,  gruesome  occurrence.  But 
in  particular  cases,  we  have  no 
other  solution.  Saddam  Hussein 
is  a  sick,  evil  man.  If  we  do  not 
destroy  him  now,  we  will  surely  pay 
later. 

Of  course  we  didn’t  want  it 
to  come  to  this.  But  we  are  in  a 
crisis  now,  and  we  need  to  stand 
together.  If  we  as  a  people,  as  a 
union,  are  divided,  we  are  certainly 
not  as  strong  as  we  could  be,  and 
this  is  the  time  when  we  need 
strength  the  most. 

Now,  picture  this.  Your  dad, 
mom,  sibling,  relative,  or  friend  is 
in  Iraq.  They  are  Marines,  soldiers, 
sailors,  and  pilots.  You  don’t  want 


them  there.  Being  physically /nthe 
war  puts  their  lives  on  the  line  ev¬ 
ery  second.  You  worry  about  them. 
I  worry  about  them.  I  don’t  want 
my  uncle  to  get  killed. 

They  are  brave.  They  are 
performing  their  military  duties  with 
honor,  courage,  and  love  of  coun¬ 
try.  They  are  fighting  for  our  flag. 
This  is  a  war  for  peace,  as  ironic 
as  that  sounds.  They  are  risking 
their  lives  so  that  you,  me,  and  ev¬ 
eryone  else  on  Saddam  Hussein’s 
hit-list  can  LIVE! 

Think  about  September  1 1 ,h. 
Really  think.  That  day  was  part  of 
the  war;  terrorism  caused  Ameri¬ 
can  civilian  casualties.  Saddam 
was  not  directly  responsible,  but 
terrorism  was.  Since  that  day,  I 
have  lived  in  fear  every  day  of  my 
life.  Terrorism  will  always  haunt  us 


now.  Many  people  refuse  to  fly,  or 
to  go  to  large-scale  public  events, 
because  they  are  afraid. 

Our  men  and  women  are 
fighting  for  us.  By  taking  down  the 
foundation  of  the  Iraqi  regime,  we 
are  scratching  at  the  surface  of  our 
deeply  embedded  fear,  trying  to 
scrape  it  away,  little  by  little. 
Saddam  will  not  be  a  threat  any¬ 
more.  So  why  aren’t  we  all  sup¬ 
porting  our  troops  as  we  should 
be?  This  is  a  moral  question  each 
one  of  us  must  ask  ourselves. 

You  do  not  disrespect  those 
that  die  everyday  for  you.  When 
you  hear  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance, 
you  stand  up.  When  you  hear  our 
Anthem,  you  take  your  hat  off  and 
put  your  hand  over  your  heart.  If 
you  don’t,  you  are  disrespecting  my 
entire  family,  and  every  other  mili¬ 


tary  family  in  this  country. 

My  dad  is  a  colonel  in  the 
United  States  Marine  Corps  Re¬ 
serve.  One  of  my  uncles  is  also  a 
Marine,  another  uncle,  the  one  in 
Iraq,  is  an  Army  JAG,  yet  another 
uncle  fought  in  Vietnam,  and  my 
aunt  is  in  the  Navy.  My  grandfa¬ 
thers  fought  for  the  United  States 
in  WWII,  as  did  my  great-grandfa¬ 
ther  in  WWI. 

Having  a  military  family  has 
taught  me  about  honor,  courage, 
and  commitment.  I’ve  always 
thought  that  being  a  Marine  officer 
was  the  most  noble  thing  you  could 
be.  They’re  all  helping  us  now.  Let 
us  help  them  by  giving  them  a  little 
respect. 

Shawna  Sinnott  is  a 
member  of  Class  IV 


Page  8 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


- —  A&E 

The  Dining  Room 


Interview  with 
the  Director 


By  Hana  Yoo,  I 

A&E  Editor 


The  opening  bars  of 
Mozart's  Sonata  16inC  Major  waft 
through  the  darkness  of  the 
theater.  The  airy,  effortless  notes 
soaring  over  the  audience  set  the 
stage  for  the  performance  to  come 
-  a  play  so  polished  it  gleams  like 
a  well-waxed  dining  room  table. 


crew  alike  poured  their  time, 
dedication,  hearts  and  minds  into 
the  production  for  months.  The 
grueling  rehearsals  paid  off:  The 
Dining  Room  made  BLS  history 
this  year  by  becoming  the  first  BLS 
play  ever  to  advance  to  the  finals 
of  the  Massachusetts  High  School 
Drama  Guild  Festival.  Along  the 
way,  the  play  picked  up  six  acting 
awards,  a  lighting  design  award, 
and  a  directing  award.  Ultimately, 


By  Hana  Yoo,  I 

A&E  Editor 


I  had  a  chance  to  speak  with 
Genevieve  Shattow,  director  of  The 
Dining  Room,  about  the  play.  Read 
further  for  the  Q&A  session. 

Q:  Could  you  give  me  an  idea  of 
the  plot  and  characters  of  The  Din¬ 
ing  Room? 

A:  It’s  about  the  degeneration  of  the 


Ui 
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The  light  illuminates  the  room  as 
the  first  character,  Arthur,  played  by 
Jeremiah  Chaplin  (I),  strides  on 
stage.  “The  dining  room,”  he  says 
in  sententious  tones.  The  show  has 
begun. 

When  the  lights  fade  to 
black  at  the  close  of  the  play,  the 
rapt  silence  of  the  audience 
dissolves  into  enthusiastic 
applause.  By  turns  poignant  and 
funny  but  consistently  entertaining, 
The  Dining  Room  never  loses  its 
momentum.  Though  the  scenes 
shown  are  taken  from  a  much 
longer  play,  the  action  still  flows 
painlessly  from  one  scene  to  the 
next.  The  audience  is  drawn  into 
the  emotions  and  motivations  of 
the  well-sketched,  memorable 
characters,  noting  the  changing 
styles  of  people’s  hair  and  clothes 
reflecting  the  different  time  periods 
in  the  play.  A  sense  of  loss 
pervades  the  piece.  Throughout 
the  show  the  characters  move 
away  from  the  values  and  traditions 
of  the  past,  including  the  dining 
room  as  a  status  symbol  in  the  lives 
of  wealthy  American  WASPs. 

Under  the  direction  of 
Genevieve  Shattow  (I)  and  Joe 
Gels  (III),  and  stage  managed  by 
Evan  Mehler  (I)  and  Tricia  Morris 
(II),  The  Dining  Room’s  cast  and 


BLS  failed  to  win  in  the  final  round, 
though  Marcus  Stacy  (I)  and  Dave 
Toro  (III)  received  All-Star  Cast 
Awards  for  their  acting. 

Nevertheless,  the 
experience  proved  an  exhilarating 
one.  “In  my  mind,  and  I’m  sure  in 
the  minds  of  everyone  else  who 
worked  on  the  production,  just  by 
making  it  to  the  finals,  we  won!” 
said  Alexandra  del  Solar  (III),  a 
costume  assistant  for  the  play. 
Parent  Peg  Toro  said,  “The  BLS 
achievement  is  especially  notable 
because  they  were  one  of  only  two 
schools  that  made  it  to  the  finals 
with  student  direction  and  a  BPS 
budget.”  In  light  of  the  impending 
budget  cuts,  the  triumph  of  these 
talented  and  hardworking  students 
offers  hope  for  the  future  of  theater 
at  BLS. 

Note:  The  cast  included  seniors 
Drew  Bucilla,  Jeremiah 
Chaplin,  Jared  Egan,  Will 
Keary,  Jonn  Smith,  Marcus 
Stacy,  Kelly  Taylor,  and 
Margaret  Willison;  juniors  Bieta 
Andemiaram,  Lydia  Downing, 
Lily  Mooney,  Nafkote  Tamirat, 
and  Matthew  DiVito;  and 
sophomores  Leah  Skahen  and 
Dave  Toro. 


dining  room  as  an  intrinsic  part  of 
American  life.  The  characters 
range  from  a  disgruntled  father  to 
a  psychiatrist  to  a  maid  to  a  host¬ 
ess. 

Q:  What  was  the  process  for  put¬ 
ting  The  Dining  Room  together? 

A:  First  I  had  to  get  a  good  cutting 
of  the  script.  After  that,  I  held  audi¬ 
tions. 

Q:  When  was  that? 

A:  December.  While  I  was  listen¬ 
ing  to  auditions,  I  was  building  a 
tech  team.  I  had  to  find  heads  for 
each  department.  My  stage  man¬ 
ager,  Evan  Mehler,  helped  a  lot  with 
that.  Once  I  had  cast  the  show  we 
had  two  read-throughs,  and  two 
days  of  character  work.  By  the  end 
of  January  we  were  doing  full  runs 
with  costumes  and  props  and  hav¬ 
ing  weekly  production  meetings. 
With  two  weeks  of  tech,  the  pro¬ 
duction  was  just  about  perfect.  On 
March  1st  we  went  to  St.  John’s 
Prep  School  in  Danvers  for  the  pre- 
liminary  competition  of  the 
MHSDG,  where  we  moved  to  semi¬ 
finals.  Two  weeks  later  at  Brockton 
High  were  the  semi’s,  where  we 
were  shocked  and  ecstatic  to  learn 
that  we  were  moving  on  to  finals. 
The  week  after  semi-finals  we  put 
on  four  shows  here  at  school,  and 


the  following  week  we  spent  three 
days  downtown  performing  in  and 
watching  the  15  top  high  school 
plays  in  the  state.  This  has  been 
such  a  great  experience  and  I  hope 
that  future  students  get  the  same 
opportunity.  The  great  thing  about 
having  no  drama  budget  is  that  stu¬ 
dents  get  to  direct. 

Q:  How  long  has  BLS  been  going 
to  the  Guild  festival? 

A:  Consistently  since 
1996,  though  we  have 
found  plaques  showing 
BLS  made  it  to  the 
semis  in  the  early 
1990s.  The  Guild  itself 
has  been  going  on  for 
73  years. 

Q:  Someone  told  me 
that  you  decided  The 
Dining  Room  was  going 
to  finals  from  Day  1 .  Is 
that  true? 

A:  I  have  confidence 
that  I  can  do  what  I  put 
my  mind  to  do,  and  I 
knew  I  had  a  great  cast, 
-  a  great  production 
<  team,  a  great  crew.  I  felt 
|  that  this  was  our  year. 
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1  Q:  What  was  it  like  com- 
£  peting  against  schools 

2  with  bigger  budgets  and 

Io  greater  resources? 

>  A:  It’s  really  interesting 
^  seeing  what  can  be 
done  when  a  commu¬ 
nity  cares  about  theater  and  it  was 
just  as  nice  knowing  that  we  can 
do  just  as  well  with  much  less 
money.  Most  of  the  directors  were 
adults,  paid  professionals,  but  they 
were  extremely  helpful  and  gener¬ 
ous  in  their  suggestions.  I  am  so 
proud  of  what  we’ve  done. 

Q:  So  how  did  you  take  full  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  budget  you  did  have, 
and  what’s  your  advice  to  future 
student  directors  here? 

A:  We  borrowed  a  table  from  a 
parent.  We  borrowed  chairs  and 
the  rug  from  my  mother.  Most 
props  and  costumes  were  bor¬ 
rowed.  You  just  have  to  mine  re¬ 
sources  at  home,  at  your  friends’ 
homes,  at  your  grandmother’s 
home.  Other  advice?  Everyone  is 
involved  in  things;  it’s  difficult  to 
plan  when  there  are  40  schedules 
to  take  into  account.  Being  flexible 
is  so  important.  Don’t  be  afraid  to 
change  rehearsal  days,  and  don’t 
be  afraid  to  go  back  and  reconsider 
choices. 

Q:  One  last  question:  I  loved  your 
shirts.  Who  was  responsible  for 
them? 

A:  Caitlin  Gianniny  designed  the 
backs.  I  worked  with  Linda  Leone 
(parent  coordinator  of  BLS’s  book¬ 
store)  to  have  them  made. 


Gleaming  Glass  Rises  Among  Brick  and  Marble 


By  Bieta  Andemariam,  II 

Contributing  Writer 

The  building  being 
constructed  across  from  Latin 
School  is  nearing  completion.  The 
towering  glass  and  beam  structure 
is  an  example  of  modern  functional 
architecture.  Newer  buildings  tend 
to  have  more  glass  than  stone  or 
metal.  For  example,  the  John 
Hancock  is  made  entirely  of  glass 
and  beamwork,  unlike  its 
predecessor,  the  Prudential 
Center. 


Opinions  on  the  building 
vary,  but  one  thought  seems  to  be 
unanimous:  it  is  out  of  place. 

Construction  is  perpetually 
occurring  in  Boston,  from  the  Big 
Dig  to  the  newest  buildings 
downtown,  but  there  is  a  very 
alluring  part  of  Boston  that  sets  it 
apart  from  other  U.S.  cities  -  its 
history.  Boston’s  cobblestone 
streets  and  brick  houses  are  its 
trademarks,  as  is  its  reputation  as 
a  center  for  learning.  Our  very  own 
Boston  Latin  School  is  a  prime 
example  of  the  old,  decorative 
architecture  that  much  of  Boston 


represents.  Harvard  Medical 
School,  with  its  sprawling  green 
lawn  and  white  marble,  has  a 
certain  majesty  that  is  a  testament 
to  education  and  to  history. 
Emmanuel  College,  the  Isabella 
Stewart  Gardner  Museum,  the 
famous  Sparr’s  that  still  retains  its 
1920s  facade,  the  original 
Massachusetts  College  of  Art 
building,  the  New  England  School 
of  Pharmacy  (now  in  the  midst  of 
relandscaping):  this  part  of  the 
hospital  district  has  retained  its 
former  institutional  beauty.  This 
new,  gleaming  addition  looks  odd 


surrounded  by  white  marble,  Doric 
columns  and  wrought-iron  gates. 

There  is  nothing  that  can  be 
done  about  the  new  site,  and  most 
likely  other  antique  buildings  will 
be  replaced  by  more  of  its  nature. 
Progress  is  undeniable:  the 
Massachusetts  College  of  Art,  the 
Public  Library,  the  Museum  of  Fine 
Arts,  and  even  the  Latin  School 
have  made  more  modern  additions 
to  capitalize  on  space.  Hopefully, 
Boston  will  be  able  to  retain  the 
historical  grandeur  in  its  buildings 
-  once  lost,  it  can  never  be 
regained. 


Arts  Spotlight 
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Drew  Bucilla 
By  Nafkote  Tamirat,  II 

Assistant  A&E  Editor 


“Guys,  I  want  to  make  this 
show  count... I  mean,  it’s  finals.” 

“Great;  what  did  you  have  in 
mind?” 

“Well,  you  know  how  I  usu¬ 
ally  just  hug  Margaret,  and  she  gets 
really  uncomfortable?” 

“Yeeeah...” 

“I  think  I’m  going  to  kiss  her. 
Seriously,  don’t  you  think  it  would 
add  a  new  dynamic  to  the  show?” 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  allow 
me  to  introduce  Drew,  whose  tal¬ 
ent  continually  amazes  me  and 
makes  me  envious.  She’s  most  well 
known  for  her  singing  and  acting 
skills  as  a  Show  Choir  member,  a 
Concert  Choir  soprano  section 
leader,  and  her  appearances  in 
many  plays  here  at  BLS. 

While  most  of  us  were  still  fig¬ 
uring  out  how  to  tie  our  shoes  and 
the  concept  of  sharing,  Drew  was 
singing  and  acting  in  choirs  and 
plays.  Claiming  that  she  has  “sung 
and  doodled  since  birth,”  she  can’t 
remember  a  time  when  the  arts 
weren’t  a  huge  aspect  of  her  life. 
“There’s  something  exciting  about 
being  in  front  of  an  audience,  some¬ 
thing  thrilling  about  all  the  attention 
you  receive,”  she  explains.  She 
uses  theatre  to  reach  out  and  con¬ 
nect  with  people,  to  express  ideas, 
and  to  make  people  think. 

I  first  really  got  to  know  Drew 
when  I  did  Project  Shakespeare 
with  her,  and  one  of  the  things  that 
I  find  most  compelling  about  her  is 
her  energy.  As  someone  who 
needs  about  a  gallon  of  coffee  to 
make  it  through  school,  I  find  her 
vibrant  nature  refreshing.  When 
going  through  a  scene  for  the  fifty 
millionth  time,  it  helps  when  the 
other  actors  are  there  to  make  you 
laugh  with  sarcastic  comments  and 
an  arsenal  of  amusing  quips.  Drew 
has  done  Project  Shakespeare  for 
four  years  now,  and  though  she 
usually  likes  reading  and  acting  in 
more  modern  plays,  the  mix  of 
Shakespeare  in  the  summer  and 
contemporary  theater  during  the 
school  year  ensures  that  she’ll 
never  get  bored  with  her  acting 
material. 

Drew  performed  in  the  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  High  School  Drama 
Guild  Festival  this  year  for  the  first 
time  and  even  received  an  acting 
award  during  the  preliminaries, 
which  she  deemed  a  great  way  to 
end  her  senior  year. 

So,  let’s  review:  Drew  has  no 
problem  with  kissing  for.. .artistic 
purposes.  She’s  an  acting  and 
singing  extraordinaire  (as  well  as 
a  closet  mathematics  addict),  and 
doesn't  need  stimulants  to  be 
happy.  But  wait  -  there’s  more! 
Drew  would  also  like  to  extend  to 
the  Argo  readership  a  quote  by 
Johann  Wolfgang  von  Goethe 
which  she  feels  has  been  the  most 
important  in  her  acting  career:  “I 
wish  the  stage  were  as  narrow  as 
the  wire  of  a  tightrope  uancer  so 
that  no  incompetent  would  dare 
step  upon  it.”  If  more  people  like 
Drew  continue  to  wow  us  on  stage, 
such  “incompetence”  might  be 
eliminated  for  good. 
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Jonn  Smith 


By  Even  Mehler,  I 

CoNTRlBl  TING  WRITER 

Jonn  Smith  (yes,  that’s  his 
real  name)  is  a  man  of  many 
talents  who  loves  to  explore  all  of 
them.  He  was  that  kid  in  your  Latin 
or  History  class  that  goofed  off  and 
made  those  offbeat  jokes  and  yet 
still  pulled  good  grades.  His  sense 
of  humor  eventually  got  him 
dragged  to  a  meeting  of  the  newly 
formed  Yellow  Submarine  Improv 
Troupe.  The  troupe  was  able  to 
offer  him  the  perfect  venue  for  his 
underappreciated  comedic 
talents.  He  brought  audiences  to 
their  knees  laughing  with  his  Bush 
satires  and  was  able  to  pull  off 
difficult  roles  such  as  all  eight  of 
Santa’s  reindeer.  He  continues  to 
bring  down  the  house  in  all  the 
Improv  shows. 

In  his  junior  year,  deciding 
that  drama  wasn't  such  a  bad 
thing,  Jonn  walked  into  an  audition 
for  “You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You” 
and  pulled  off  a  mean  Russian 
accent  in  the  role  of  the  dance 
instructor,  Kolenkov.  Jonn  had 
found  his  passion  in  acting;  life  was 
running  around  inside  of  him  like 
a  squirrel.  Later  that  year  he  was 
cast  in  the  production  of  “TV”  in 
multiple  roles  including  Lyndon 
Baines  Johnson,  a  mutated 
monster,  and  a  weatherman.  At 
the  2002  Massachusetts  High 
School  Drama  Guild  preliminaries 
he  received  an  acting  award.  This 
year  Jonn  helped  “The  Dining 
Room”  move  on  to  the  state  finals 
and  picked  up  a  second  acting 
award  for  his  role  as  the  scolding 
father  of  Matt  DiVito. 

In  addition  to  theater,  Jonn 
fancies  all  kinds  of  music;  from 
classical  to  punk.  From  sight 
singing  in  his  AP  Music  Theory 
class  to  playing  bass  guitar  for  The 
Futon  Police,  he  does  it  all.  The 
Futon  Police  is  a  BLS  rock  band 
that  debuted  at  the  Drama  Club’s 
Cabaret  Night  last  year.  The  rest 
of  the  band  is  powered  by  Mike 
Guerra  (I)  on  drums,  Jared  Egan 
(I)  on  lead  guitar  and  backup 
vocals,  and  Matt  DiVito  (II)  on 
guitar  and  lead  vocals.  They’ve 
played  at  various  gigs  including  the 
Midway  Cafe  and  a  hypnotism 
show.  They  were  awarded  first 
place  by  the  audience  at  both  the 
BLS  “Battle  of  the  Bands”  and  the 
“Rock  vs.  Rap”  battle  at  the  Middle 
East  in  Cambridge.  On  their  just- 
released  self-titled  CD  you  can 
hear  rocking  originals  such  as 
“Airline  Peanuts”  and  “Just  Like 
You,”  as  well  as  Jonn  reaching 
notes  that  would  impress  Aretha 
Franklin  in  the  Futon’s  cover  of 
“Respect”. 


Cultural  Clubs 


A&E  - 

Promoting 


By  Erin  Durkin,  II 

Staff  Writer 

Integration.  They  marched 
for  it  on  the  streets  of  Selma  and 
Montgomery.  They  sat  in  at  lunch 
counters  and  boycotted  buses. 
The  NAACP  filed  lawsuits,  and 
Martin  Luther  King  led  a  march  on 
Washington,  and  they  suc¬ 
ceeded — segregation  has  been 
legally  abolished  for  years.  The 
halls  of  BLS  teem  with  students  of 
all  races.  Yet  if  one  were  to  take  a 
look  around  the  cafeteria  during 
any  given  lunch  period,  one  would 
see  that  precious  little  integration 
exists.  Eight  Asian  girls  sit  around 
a  table  at  one  end  of  the  room, 
while  eight  Caucasian  males  chat 
at  another.  We  all  profess  to  be 
open,  tolerant  and  forward-think¬ 
ing,  yet  during  the  one  period  of 
the  day  when  we  are  really  free  to 
associate  with  people  of  our 
choosing,  we  tend  to  break  our¬ 
selves  down  along  racial  lines. 

The  same  trend  exists  in 
several  of  the  clubs  and  organiza¬ 
tions  that  exist  at  BLS.  Some  ex¬ 
ist  explicitly  to  celebrate  a  certain 
race  or  culture;  others  have  pur¬ 
poses  that  don’t  seem  at  all  related 
to  race  but  nonetheless  end  up 
with  a  racially  homogenous  mem¬ 
bership.  Asian  Students  in  Action 
(ASIA)  falls  into  the  former  cat¬ 
egory.  Its  goal,  as  presented  in  its 
mission  statement,  is  “to  represent 
the  true  meaning  of  cultural  pride 
in  serving  our  school,  community, 
and  others,”  and  to  “provide  a  fo¬ 
rum  for  students  to  voice  their  opin- 


/ersitv...  or 


Division? 


ions,  to  learn  from  ^ach  other  as 
well  as  socialize  in  a  nurturing  an 
positive  environment.”  ASIA’S  best- 
known  event  is  Asian  Night,  set  to 
take  place  this  year 
on  May  23,  but,  as 
James  Zhang  (II) 
says,  “ASIA  isn’t 
just  about  Asian 
Night... We  do  per¬ 
form  community 
service  and  try  to 
help  all  the  stu¬ 
dents  in  this 
school.”  ASIA’S 
leaders  insist  that 
the  club  does  not 
discriminate  on  the 
basis  of  race.  Its 
mission  statement 
reads  thus:  “The  or¬ 
ganization  is  not 
limited  to  Asians. 

As  shown  in  our  ac¬ 
tivities,  associations,  and  mem¬ 
bers,  diversity  shares  a  great  part 
in  ASIA’S  success.”  Yet  the  fact  re¬ 
mains  that  the  vast  majority  of 
ASIA’S  members  are  of  Asian  an¬ 
cestry  (of  the  246  students  on  its 
members’  list,  approximately  13 
are  non-Asian).  Every  year,  ASIA 
sends  out  invitations  to  designated 
seventh-grade  students,  singling 
out  those  who  identify  themselves 
as  Asian.  Students  of  other  races 
who  have  participated  in  ASIA’S  ac¬ 
tivities  have  mixed  feelings  about 
the  experience.  Katherine  Pittore 
(II)  recalls  a  hostile  reception. 
Other  members  she  says,  glared 
at  her  and  commented  in  auspi¬ 
cious  whispers,  “This  is  ASIA — 


for  Asians."  “It  made  me  more  hesi¬ 
tant  to  go  to  any  of  their  events  in 
the  future,"  says  Pittore.  “They  say 
they’re  trying  to  promote  diversity, 


but  when  you  go  there  trying  to 
learn  about  Asian  culture  they  force 
you  out.  I  understand  the  goal  of 
preserving  your  culture,  but  I  don't 
think  you  should  do  that  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  excluding  others.  I  don’t 
think  a  public  school  is  the  place 
for  that.”  Yet  Andrei  Lapets  (I),  a 
white  ASIA  member,  defends  the 
organization.  “I  didn’t  feel  at  all  un¬ 
comfortable  with  joining  the  club,” 
he  says.  “Any  community  will  be  in 
some  way  exclusive  because  it’s 
[made  up  of]  people  who  know 
each  other.  Its  perfectly  normal  [for] 
people  of  similar  interests  and  simi¬ 
lar  cultures  to  come  together.” 

The  Fashion/Talent  Show, 
which  took  place  on  March  17th, 


had  two  major  purposes — its  fash¬ 
ion  section,  open  to  any  student 
who  chose  to  participate,  aimed  at 
showcasing  various  styles,  while 
the  talent  sec¬ 
tion,  which  re¬ 
quired  an  audi¬ 
tion,  was  in¬ 
tended  to  display 
the  specific  abili¬ 
ties  of  the  per¬ 
formers.  None  of 
this  seems  par¬ 
ticularly  race 
specific.  Yet,  for 
one  reason  or 
another,  most  of 
;  the  performers 
and  organizers  of 
Fashion/Talent 
are  black  or  His¬ 
panic.  The  March 
17th  show,  as 
well  as  perfor¬ 
mances  in  years  past,  attracted  a 
“predominantly  minority  audience,” 
in  the  words  of  Fashion/Talent  sec¬ 
retary  Tiffany  Gelott  (I).  Fashion/ 
Talent  has  tried  to  reach  out  to  stu¬ 
dents  of  other  races.  “It’s  just  that 
the  people  who  show  up  are  mi¬ 
norities,”  Gelott  says.  “We  try  to 
change  things,  but  it’s  hard  to 
change.” 

By  no  means  are  these  the 
only  clubs  whose  membership  is 
made  up  predominantly  of  one 
race,  nor  are  minority  students  the 
only  ones  who  practice  self-segre¬ 
gation.  Many  clubs  at  the  school 
are  mostly  or  entirely  white;  these 

( Continued  on  Page  10) 


Budget  Cuts  Bite 
the  Arts 


By  Lily  Mooney,  II 

Assistant  A&E  Editor 


Although  the  Boston 
Latin  School  arts  department  has 
steadily  improved  over  the  past 
couple  years,  we’ve  all  had  our 
little  complaints  about  the  arts 
wing.  The  Black  Box  is  neither  es¬ 
pecially  black  nor  especially  a  box. 
The  only  bathroom  in  the  arts  wing 
is  off  limits  to  students.  Our  dark¬ 
room  was  at  one  point  a  health 
hazard  and  had  to  be  renovated. 
On  the  outside  of  the  wing  facing 
Simmons  College,  it  almost  says 
“Arse.” 

In  reality,  however,  the 
school  has  made  amazing  strides. 
With  enormous  help  from  alumni 
donations  and  a  committed  faculty, 
BLS  fosters  a  thriving  artistic  com¬ 
munity  -  a  community  that  now 
stands  to  take  a  severe  hit  in  the 
face  of  the  budget  cuts  planned  for 
next  year.  Every  member  of  the 
arts  department  has  been 
“excessed,”  signifying  that  they 
may  not  be  included  in  next  year’s 
budget.  The  cuts  will  affect  all  ar¬ 
eas  of  the  school,  but  the  arts  de¬ 
partment  will  suffer  disproportion¬ 
ate  losses,  since  the  arts  faculty 
is  smaller  than  that  of  other  depart¬ 
ments.  Mr.  Pitts  says,  “Our  young, 
energetic  teachers  who  are  popu¬ 
lar  with  the  students  could  leave 
to  be  replaced  by  more  senior 
people."  In  a  letter  to  Ms.  Kelley, 
Friends  of  the  Arts  president  Jane 
Howard  pointed  out  that  it  would 
be  “worse  than  ironic"  to  now  be¬ 


gin  to  slip  backward  after  all  the 
progress  we’ve  made  with  the  arts 
program. 

The  arts  department  has 
strong  and  active  advocates  in  the 
Friends  of  the  Arts  Committee, 
whose  recent  meetings  have  fo¬ 
cused  on  taking  action  against  bud¬ 
get  cuts.  At  their  last  meeting,  they 
also  discussed  joining  with  other 
parent  groups  to  campaign.  Ms. 
Kelley  urged  the  group  at  its  last 
meeting  to  “storm  the  State  House” 
with  phone  calls  and  letters. 

The  arts  program  at  BLS 
is  largely  extracurricular.  Some 
programs,  such  as  bands  and 
choirs,  depend  on  the  guidance 
and  support  of  committed  teachers. 
Losing  any  faculty  member  puts  a 
new  strain  on  the  arts  department 
to  manage  more  students,  another 
class,  or  any  clubs  and  groups  that 
teacher  advised.  As  a  student,  I 
know  that  teachers  -  the  good  ones 
-  can  be  a  source  of  inspiration,  re¬ 
lief  from  a  very  trying  academic  at¬ 
mosphere,  or  motivation  to  learn 
and  push  yourself.  In  the  arts,  a 
field  rooted  in  passion  and  inspira¬ 
tion,  this  is  especially  true. 

It  will  be  important  in  the 
coming  year  for  students  and  the 
remaining  arts  faculty  to  support 
each  other,  so  that  if  our  arts  “re¬ 
naissance,”  as  Howard  puts  it, 
loses  some  momentum,  its 
progress  won’t  be  too  badly  hin¬ 
dered.  We  also  must  continue  to 
speak  out  to  fight  the  effects  of  the 
budget  cuts.  We  must  try  to  make 
a  difference. 


The  Plight  of  TRg  artist 


yEAR:  2022> 


A. 


After  twenty  years  of^\ 
conpensating  for 
budget  cuts,  I,  the 
Artist,  bring  you  the 
status  quo  on  money¬ 
saving  strategies  for  the 
!  arts  program  at  BLS. 


i 


I 
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Cartoon  Written  by  Lily  Mooney,  II,  and  Illustrated  by  Nafkote 
Tamirat,  II. 
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Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


By  Kate  MacDonald,  II 

Staff  Writer 

Everyone  who  has  per¬ 
formed  in  or  watched  a  BLS  Music 
Night  has  a  memorable  moment.  I 
have  strong  memories  of  every 
year  from  my  first  concert  as  a 
fivesie  to  my  rapid  instrument 
changes  in  concerts  when  I  was  a 
member  of  both  Senior  Concert 
Band  and  the  Big  Band.  This  year’s 
seniors  are  eagerly  anticipating 
their  final  Music  Night.  Fivesies 
and  sixies,  participating  in  their  first 
Music  Night  are  equally  enthused. 
“I’m  excited,  "says  Paul  Pitts  (VI). 
“It’s  going  to  be  momentous,  that’s 
for  sure,”  says  Meagan  Foley  (I). 
“I'm  going  to  miss  it,  because  mu¬ 
sic  is  such  a  big  part  of  me,  but  I 
don't  think  it  will  hit  me  until  we  sit 
down  to  play.” 


A&E  - 

Music. ..Nights! 


The  big  change  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  this  year’s  Mu¬ 
sic  Night  will  be  a  split 
concert.  These  concerts 
will  be  quite  similar  to  the 
Holiday  Concert,  with  the 
addition  of  the  Big  Band, 

Jazz  Ensemble,  and  Jun¬ 
ior  Jazz  Bands  missed  at 
the  Holiday  Concert. 

These  groups  performed 
incredibly  well  at  the  first 
annual  Jazz  Night  on 
March  28th.  Music  Night 
will  also  feature  the  debut 
of  the  brand  new  Sixie 
Concert  Band.  The  senior 
ensembles  will  perform 
on  May  1  st  and  the  junior 
ensembles  on  May  2nd. 

BLS  music  fans  must  be 
wondering  just  what  prompted  the 
split  of  this  year’s  performances.  As 


many  audience  members  know,  as 


wonderful  as  the  concerts  of  years 
past  have  been  they  have  also 
been  very  long  and  very  crowded, 
leading  to  frustration  for  the  audi¬ 


ence  and  stress  for  both  the  music 
faculty  and 
the  ensemble 
members. 
The  split  was 
enacted  to 
make  the 
nights  more 
enjoyable  for 
everyone. 
Members  of 
the  senior  en¬ 
sembles  and 
their  families 
can  now  look 
forward  to 
getting  home 
some  time 
before  1  a.m. 
Conductors  and  ensemble 
members  will  now  have  much  more 
time  to  warm  up  before  performing 
and  now  have  to  deal  with  much 


less  frantic  running  around  back- 
stage.  Also,  groups  have  more  time 
to  perform,  which  could  allow  them 
to  play  a  longer  set.  The  split  will 
benefit  students  in  multiple  en¬ 
sembles  who  in  the  past  have  of¬ 
ten  had  to  deal  with  more  than  one 
instrument  or  a  change  of  clothing 
in  a  ridiculously  short  period  of 
time. 

The  divided  Holiday  Con¬ 
certs  were  a  great  success,  as 
Music  Night  is  sure  to  be.  With  stu¬ 
dents,  music  faculty  and  parents  all 
content,  the  music  department  has 
paved  the  road  to  successful  future 
concerts. 

Tickets  for  Music  Night  (on 
sale  now)  are  $10  for  adults,  $5  for 
children  per  night. 


Learning  Outside 


Jazz  Night  Brings 


the  Classroom 


Down  the  House 


By  Yucong  Ma,  IV 

Contributing  Writer 

Most  students  agree  that 
there’s  more  to  enjoy  in  school  if 
teachers  add  an  artistic  aspect  to 
class,  but  what  do  teachers  think? 
Ms.  Cate  Arnold,  a  history  teacher 
in  the  Connections  program,  lets 
her  kids  make  dioramas  and 
timelines.  Her  class  also  makes 
visits  to  museums  like  the  Museum 
of  Fine  Arts  to  “explore  history 
through  art,”  and  attends 
Shakespeare  plays.  “I  enjoy  show¬ 
ing  kids  this  aspect  of  history  and  I 
wish  I  could  do  more,”  Ms.  Arnold 
says. 

Some  teachers,  however, 
may  see  a  field  trip  as  an 
obstuction.  As  Ms.  Donna  Zitney  of 
the  math  department  says,  field 
trips  aren’t  appreciated  at  the  end 
of  the  term.  Dr.  Gerald  Neary  of  the 
history  department  gives  his  take: 


“Artistic  supplements  are  enjoyable 
but  must  be  used  correctly  or  else 
they  will  have  no  meaning.” 

Ms.  Judi  Freeman,  who 
teaches  the  Facing  History  and 
Ourselves  (FHAO)  course,  also 
gives  her  view.  “In  FHAO,  we  use 
large  amounts  of  multimedia;  kids 
learn  in  different  ways,  so  I  try  to 
provide  for  everyone.”  Those  pro¬ 
visions  range  from  video  clips  or 
audiotapes  to  photos,  artifacts,  and 
even  real-life  speakers.  “Since  this 
history  is  modern,  meaning  it  was 
documented,  I  have  many  materi¬ 
als  to  work  with,”  she  says.  Artistic 
additions  may  vary  from  course  to 
course.  “We  use  video  clips  to  start 
discussions;  for  field  trips,  we’ve 
taken  kids  to  Washington  D.C., 
New  York  City,  and  visited  the 
places  we’ve  discussed  in  class. 
Students  can  see  history  as  some¬ 
thing  realistic  and  leave  with  a  bet¬ 
ter  understanding.” 


By  Ariane  Williams,  II 

Contributing  Writer 

Boston  Latin  Jazz  Night 
took  place  on  March  28th  and 
though  the  size  of  the  audience 
was  disappointing,  the  music  was 
anything  but. 

Featuring  the  BLS  Big  Band, 
Junior  Big  Band,  Jazz  Ensemble, 
and  Chronic  Funk  Syndrome, 
among  others,  the  event  was  a 
great  success  fiscally  as  well  as 
musically.  Ticket  sales  yielded  a 
good  profit  and  the  Photography 
Auction  held  during  intermission 
made  more  than  $350. 

One  of  the  notables  of  the 
show  was  Dennison  Blackett  (I), 
who  won  the  Outstanding  Musi¬ 
cianship  Award  at  the  International 
Association  of  Jazz  Educators 
(IAJE)  competition  the  following 
day.  The  Dennison  Blackett  Latin 


All-Stars  distinguished  themselves  Dennison’s  performance  on  the 

soprano  saxophone  (dubbed 
the  “The  Instrument  of  Satan” 
by  Mr.  Paul  Pitts  because  it  is 
diabolically  difficult  to  play) 
was  truly  inspiring.  The  Big 
Band  went  on  to  receive  the 
silver  medal  for  the  IAJE  State 
Finals. 

Robert  Winikates  (II), 
playing  the  saxophone  with 
the  Big  Band  and  sitting  in  for 
the  Junior  Big  Band,  came  out 
with  a  stunning  finale  for 
“Moanin’”  that  drew  wild  ap- 
z-  plause  form  the  audience.  Ben 
x  Drabkin  (II),  with  his  own  sex- 
£  tet  and  the  Big  Band,  stole  the 
2  show  on  the  alto  sax.  Chronic 
i  Funk  Syndrome  featured  cre¬ 
ss  ative  and  skillful  playing,  and 
the  Jazz  Ensemble  was  excel¬ 
lent  as  always. 

with  their  original  songs  and 


The  Oscars:  Glitz,  Glamor,  and...  Politics? 


By  Nafkote  Tamirat,  II 

Assistant  A&E  Editor 


For  seventy-five  years,  the 
Oscars  have  been  the  biggest  and 
most  extravagant  showcase  of 
talent  in  the  movie  industry.  As  we 
tune  in  for  the  ceremony,  we  are 
alternately  awed  and  confused  by 
the  hair,  clothing,  and  accessories. 
Bets  are  placed  on  who  will  win, 
and  as  we  watch  stars  at  their  most 
shallow,  many  of  us  forget  how 
political  the  Oscars  have  been  over 
the  years.  Beneath  the  glamour 
and  pizazz  there  lies  a  history  of 
protests  and  political  statements. 
Beginning  with  the  early  1 960s  and 
continuing  as  recently  as  this  year 
the  Oscars  have  been  utilized  as  a 
podium  to  speak  out. 

The  question  of  whether  or 
not  this  is  appropriate  arises;  many 
have  complained  that  the  Oscars 
are  a  time  to  forget  about  the 
world's  troubles  and  have  fun.  For 
example,  after  Michael  Moore 
received  his  Oscar  for  Best 
Documentary  this  year,  he 
vehemently  protested  the  current 
war  in  Iraq,  citing  that  “a  fictitious 
president"  had  instigated  this  war 
for  “fictitious  reasons."  While 
audience  members  booed  or 
cheered,  the  news  had  already 
circulated,  and  by  the  end  of  the 
night  Moore  had  become  a  hero  to 
some  and  a  despised  traitor  to 
others.  Many  argued  that  it  was 
inappropriate  to  attack  the  United 
States'  foreign  policy  through  this 


medium.  Others  thought  that  the 
Oscars  were  an  optimal  time  to 
face  this  incendiary  issue,  since  the 
Oscars  ceremony  is  the  second- 
most-watched  television  event  of 
the  year. 

What  most  don’t  understand 
is  that  Moore  isn’t  an  exception  to 
the  rule  concerning  decorum  at  the 
Oscars.  After  him,  Adrien  Brody, 
recipient  of  the  Oscar  for  Best 
Actor,  pleaded  a  quick 
resolution  to  the  war.  He  explained 
that  his  movie  The  Pianist,  which 
dealt  with  the  Holocaust,  taught 
him  how  war  can  dehumanize  the 
population:  he  left  to  a  standing 
ovation,  Nicole  Kidman,  who 
received  t  ie  Best  Actress  Oscar, 
said  that  the  Oscars  were  more 
important  than  ever  during  these 
turbulent  times,  since  in  the  tumult 
of  violence,  -ft  is  often  forgotten 


die  down.  On  the  contrary,  debate 
spread  about  whether  or  not  the 
slogan  “nude  is  lewd”  should  be 
supported. 

Another  point  of  political 
controversy  at  the  Oscars  is  the 
debate  over  why  certain  nominees 
win  the  awards.  For  the  most  part, 
Caucasian  actors  and  actresses 
tend  to  win,  with  very  few  African- 
Americans.  Last  year,  it  was 
viewed  as  a  triumph  for  the  black 
community  when  Denzel 
Washington  and  Halle  Berry  won 
the  BestActor  and  Best  Actress 
awards  respectively  with  Sidney 
Poitier  winning  the  Honorary 
Osqar.  Howevej,  many  were 
skeptical  about  the  true  motive 
behind  the  choices  and  wondered 
whether  the  two  actors  were 
chosen  simply  because  of  their 
race.  This  was  also  the  year  that 


and  lost.  She  said  that  it  was  Russell  Crowe  was  nominated  for 
immensely  important  to  keep  the^  A  Beautiful  Mind  when  it  was 
arts  alive  as  a  mechanism  t ©  bpfrfj  assumed  that  he  would  nab  this  top 
about  peace  for  all.  In  past  years,  honor,  since  public  opinion  deemed 

■  his  performance  the  superior  one 
However,  others  argued  tha- 
Washington  had  been  overlooked 
for  his  leading  roles  in  Malcolm  X 
and  Hurncane  and  that  it  was  ab<  ..: 
time  the  Academy  recognized  his 
amazing  skill.  If  indeed  the 
Academy  chose  Washington 
account  of  his  race,  should  thi  : 
acceptable?  Should  certain  a 
win  every  so  often  in  order  to 
promote  diversity  w;,r  n  ne 
./inning  circle?  Berry  nr  :ea  n  rer 


Marlon  Brando  refused  to  accept 

his  Best  Actor  award  for  The 
Godfather  and  instead  recruited  a 

Native  American  to  receiv 
”im.  w‘i o  proceeded  to  ex 
p  e  -'justices  e  to  his  | 
the  reservations  In  1974, 

Opel  streaked  across  tt 
while  David  Niven  was  presenting 
to  advocate  the  owth  otjuidlst 
beaches  Niven  chuckled 
remarking  bow  some  people  wish 
to  reveaN their  “shortcomings".  It 
was  hop-,  i  that  this  incident  would 


tearful  speech  that 


scar  really 


belonged  to  the  countless  African- 
American  actresses  who  had 
preceded  her  and  opened  the  way 
for  her  win,  subtly  pointing  out  the 
past  overlooking  of  the  Academy. 

Now  we  are  involved  in  a  war 
that  many  people  don’t  support. 
Protests  rage  throughout  the 
country  and  the  definition  of 
patriotism  is  constantly  debated. 
Should  actors  and  actresses 
publicly  display  their  political 
opinions  at  a  time  which  is  devoted 
to  a  recognition  of  excellence  within 
the  film  industry?  Is  it  inappropriate 
and  even  disrespectful  to  air  these 
views  in  such  a  public  forum  at 
such  a  tense  time?  I  suppose  one 
could  argue  this  point,  but  then, 
what’s  the  point  of  living  in  a 
country  that  celebrates  itself  for 
being  the  great  “melting  pot”  and 
for  advocating  freedom  of 
expression?  If  award  ceremonies 
become  a  taboo  place  to  express 
political  views,  what  will  be 
restricted  next?  The  Superbowl? 
The  White  House?  Restaurants? 
Though  it’s  a  matter  of  personal 
opinion,  it’s  doubtful  that  this 
practice  will  be  stopped  any  time 
soon.  After  all,  the  Oscars  have 
been  known  for  the  political 
statements  made  there,  as  much 
as  it  has  been  for  the  lack  of 
undergarments  worn  by  the  actors 
and  the  drawn  out  speeches  by  the 
likes  of  Julia  Roberts. 


_ 


"Cultural  Clubs..." 
Cont.  from  Page  9 

clubs  tend  to  get  less  attention  be¬ 
cause  white  exclusivity  is  nothing 
new.  At  the  same  time,  however, 
many  associations  at  BLS  can 
boast  member  lists  that  are  extraor¬ 
dinarily  diverse.  Indeed,  some 
groups  point  to  the  promotion  of  di¬ 
versity  as  their  express  purpose. 
International  Showcase  is  such  an 
organization  Members  are  cur¬ 
rently  preparing  for  this  year’s  In¬ 
ternational  Showcase,  planned  for 
April  1 1th.  The  show  involves  a  pa¬ 
rade  of  nations,  as  well  as  cultural 
performances  by  students  of  vari¬ 
ous  ethnicities.  In  the  words  of  par¬ 
ticipant  Emily  Yuan  (III),  who  plans 
to  play  the  piano  in  the  International 
Showcase,  the  show's  purpose  is 
“to  show  the  characteristics  of  the 
traditional  cultures  of  various  stu¬ 
dents."  Asian,  Hispanic,  and  Afri¬ 
can  cultures  are  among  those  rep¬ 
resented.  Yuan  believes  that  such 
a  performance,  encompassing  so 
many  distinct  traditions,  serves  to 
counteract  the  racial  homogeneity 
that  exists  in  other  clubs.  “Interna¬ 
tional  Showcase  implies  diversity. 
The  goal  of  this  [show]  is  to  em¬ 
brace  different  cultures  and 
ethnicities.” 

The  goal  of  any  cultural  per¬ 
formance  is  to  promote  under¬ 
standing  and  mutual  admiration 
across  ethnic  lines.  Whether  this 
goal  is  served  by  clubs  that  cater 
to  particular  racial  groups  or 
whether  such  groups  merely  pro¬ 
mote  divisiveness  and  segregation 
still  remains  an  open  question. 
With  reporting  by  Hana  Yoo,  I. 


_ 
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Kill  the  Kazaa! 
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By  Michael  Guerra,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

In  the  late  nineties 
Napster  and  other  Web  sites 
for  downloading  music  sprang 
up,  became  very  popular,  and 
then  were  shut  down.  It  was 
relatively  easy  for  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  shut  down  a  site  like 
Napster  because  all  of  the  files 
were  stored  on  one  server. 
When  the  government  shuts 
down  that  server,  they’ve  shut 
down  the  site. 

Enter  file  sharing.  The 
way  file  sharing  works  is  that  a 
piece  of  software  is  developed 
like  Kazaa  that  simply  allows 
any  computer  to  download  files 
from  any  other  computer  that 
also  has  the  software.  The  gov¬ 
ernment  can  not  really  stop  this 
because  file  sharing  software  is 
not  illegal;  even  if  it  was,  in  or¬ 
der  to  stop  it  the  government 
would  have  to  shut  down  liter¬ 
ally  millions  of  computers. 


Downloading  music  from 
Napster  was  stealing.  Down¬ 
loading  files  through  file  shar¬ 
ing  is  stealing  too.  There  may 
be  ways,  however,  to  steal  re¬ 
sponsibly. 

The  first  step  is  to  be  hon¬ 
est  and  educated.  Many  people 
say  that  the  reason  they  steal 
music  is  because  CDs  are  too 
expensive.  The  fact  is,  every¬ 
thing  is  too  expensive,  it  just 
happens  that  music  is  really 
easy  to  steal.  If  we  could  down¬ 
load  Ferraris  off  the  Internet,  we 
would. 

Another  argument  is  that 
artists  make  so  much  money 
that  stealing  from  them  doesn’t 
hurt  them.  First  of  all,  it  largely 
depends  on  from  whom  we  are 
stealing  .  There  is  a  big  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  impact  of  stealing 
from  a  rich,  established  artist 
and  stealing  from  a  newcomer. 

Related  is  the  idea  that 
bands  really  make  their  money 
from  touring.  Often  this  is  true. 


Responsible  File  Sharing 


It’s  also  true,  however,  that 
record  labels  aren’t  necessar¬ 
ily  going  to  finance  a  tour  for  a 
band’s  debut  album;  the  label 
may  be  waiting  to  see  how  the 
album 
sells.  If 
sales 
are  low 
the  band 
may  sim¬ 
ply  be 
dropped. 

Some 


priced  ones,  but  concerts  of  lo¬ 
cal  bands  and  newcomers.  We 
can  buy  their  T-shirts  and  their 
pins,  supporting  them  in  that 
way.  This  money  will  go  directly 
to  them  and  not  to  the 
music  industry. 
C  D 
stores  like 
Newbury 
Comics 
have 


argue  that 
stealing  from 
new  bands 
just  gives  them 
exposure.  This 
may  be  true,  but  if  we 
expose  them  to  all  of  our 
friends  who  will  then  steal 
their  music  and  not  buy  their 
CD,  the  band  does  not  benefit. 

One  way  to  help  bands 
we  like  is,  if  they  are  playing 
concerts,  to  go  to  as  many  as 
possible;  not  the  outrageously 


been  re¬ 
porting  a  drop 
in  CD  sales  over  the 
last  few  years.  Granted, 
the  economy  as  a  whole  has 
been  pretty  bad  lately,  but  it 
would  be  hard  to  imagine  that 
file  sharing  is  boosting  sales. 
The  heads  of  these  companies 
are  predicting  that  within  the 


next  few  years  virtually  all  mu¬ 
sic  will  be  accessed  online, 
whether  it’s  purchased  and  le¬ 
gitimately  downloaded  off  sites, 
or  stolen.  What  this  will  hope¬ 
fully  allow  us  to  do  is  to  buy  only 
as  much  music  as  we  want.  We 
should  be  able  to  buy  music  by 
the  track.  One  of  the  biggest 
reasons  we  are  tempted  to  steal 
music  is  because  of  the  amount 
of  “filler”  in  CDs. 

The  bottom  line  is  that  we 
are  not  going  to  stop  download¬ 
ing  music.  These  are  only 
some  of  the  ways  to  steal 
responsibly.  We  should 
think  about  these  things 
when  we  download 
music,  and  hopefully 
our  favorite  bands  will 
around  for  a  while. 
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Summer  Arts 


Art  or  Not: 


Opportunities:  A  Preview 


By  Rob  Winikates,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

For  all  you  people  who 
are  sitting  in  class  and  thinking  of 
the  warm,  free  summertime,  read 
this  for  fun  programs  in  music, 
theater,  dance,  art,  and  writing. 

First  I  interviewed  myself 
about  music  opportunities.  (Hey  I 
was  available!) 

1)  What  was  the  name  of  the 
program  that  you  participated  in 
last  summer? 

The  5-week  summer  program  at 
Berklee  College  of  Music. 

2)  How  did  you  hear  about  it? 

Mr.  Pitts  really  pushed 
instrumentalists  to  do  this  program. 
If  anyone  is  interested  in  doing  this 
program,  they  should  see  him 
immediately  for  the  scholarship 
information. 

3)  What  did  you  do? 

I  took  full  time  classes  in  music 
theory,  musicianship  classes  which 
trained  my  ear,  had  both  group  and 
individual  lessons,  took  courses  in 
jazz  and  funk,  as  well  as  labs  to 
improve  sight-reading  and 
improvisation. 

4)  What  would  you  say  to  people 
who  were  considering  this 
program? 

If  you’re  serious  about  music,  do 
this  program.  You  meet  interesting 
and  intelligent  people,  and 
drastically  improve  your  musical 
abilities. 

5)  Any  last  comments? 

This  program  gave  me  unique 
opportunities,  like  recording  my 
own  CD.  The  possibilities  are  huge 
in  this  program  if  you  have  the  drive 
to  fulfill  them. 

For  a  sampling  of  drama, 
I  talked  with  Lily  Mooney  (II)  about 
her  experiences  this  past  summer. 

1)  What  was  the  name  of  the 
program  that  you  participated  in 
last  summer? 

Project  Shakespeare. 

A. 


2)  How  did  you  hear  about  it? 
Through  Ms.  Sarah  Teasdale. 

3)  What  did  you  do? 

We  mounted  two  of  Shakespeare’s 
plays,  Coriolanus  and  The 
Merchant  of  Venice ,  in  the  space 
of  a  month.  I  was  doing  serious 
acting  but  also  learning  from  two 
experienced  actor/directors. 

4)  What  would  you  say  to  people 
who  were  considering  this 
program? 

Definitely  look  into  it,  although 
prepare  to  be  committed.  The 
program  demands  a  lot  of  you,  but 
it  is  absolutely  worth  it. 

5)  Any  last  comments? 

Absolutely  not. 

We  can’t  forget  dance 
opportunities  in  and  around  Boston 
as  well.  Here  is  Masha  Zolotarev 
(II)  talking  about  her  experiences 
this  past  summer. 

1)  What  was  the  name  of  the 
program  that  you  participated  in 
last  summer? 

Jeanette  Neill  summer  dance 
festival. 

2)  How  did  you  hear  about  it? 
Through  my  dance  studio. 

3)  What  did  you  do? 

I  took  2  weeks  of  classes. 

4)  What  would  you  say  to  people 
who  were  considering  this 
program? 

You  need  to  be  dedicated  to  dance, 
and  seriously  willing  to  work.  If  you 
come  in  with  a  positive  attitude  then 
you  will  benefit  so  much. 

5)  Any  last  comments? 

It’s  very  costly,  you  can  visit  the 
web  site,  http://indance.com/ 
bsdf.html  for  details. 

Next  here’s  Christine  Yoo 
with  some  thoughts  on  the  MFA 
painting  program. 

1)  What  was  the  name  of  the 
program  that  you  participated  in 
last  summer? 

Painting. 


2)  How  did  you  hear  about  it? 

We  gpt  a  notice  in  the  mail 
advertising  classes. 

3)  What  did  you  do? 

We  began  by  painting  shapes 
using  black  and  white  acrylic  paint 
to  study  the  light  and  shadows. 
Then  we  stretched  canvas  and 
painted  still  life.  We  also  went 
outside  to  paint. 

4)  What  would  you  say  to  people 
who  were  considering  this 
program? 

I  would  say  that  you  have  to  be 
willing  to  work  on  one  painting  for 
a  long  time.  It’s  also  good  to  try 
the  other  classes  before  deciding 
which  is  the  class  for  you. 

5)  Any  last  comments? 

If  you  take  this  class  you  will  also 
get  to  see  the  museum,  which  is 
really  nice.  Also,  you  must  have 
taken  at  least  one  drawing  course 
to  be  able  to  take  this  class. 

Finally,  I  interviewed 
Hana  Yoo  (I)  about  the  writing 
program  she  attended  last  year. 

1)  What  was  the  name  of  the 
program  that  you  participated  in 
last  summer? 

Northwestern  University  National 
High  School  Institute  (NHSI) 
journalism  program. 

2)  How  did  you  hear  about  it? 

I  got  a  brochure  in  the  mail.  It’s 
geared  toward  people  going  into 
their  senior  year  of  high  school. 

3)  What  did  you  do? 

We  wrote  -  and  wrote  -  and  wrote. 
We  went  to  lectures  and  had  labs 
on  everything  from  feature  writing 
(to  interviewing)  to  broadcast.  We 
went  on  field  trips  to  Chicago’s 
media  outlets  or  just  for  sight¬ 
seeing  and  listened  to  some 
amazing  guest  speakers.  There 
was  also  down  time  to  just  relax 
with  people  from  the  program. 

4)  What  would  you  say  to  people 
who  were  considering  this 
program? 

Go!  I  truly  cannot  recommend  this 


Billboards 

“Yeah,  because  the  way  modern  art  is  contrived  these  days...  it’s  so 
subjective  that  anything  can  be  art.” 

-  Chao  Pan 

“Billboards  are  not  art.  Art  is  meant  to  be  entertaining.  The  purpose 
of  an  ad  is  to  sell  a  product.” 

-  Jenny  Chan 

“Yes,  anything  can  be  art,  even  a  toilet.” 

-  Emilia  Zambrano 

“They  can  be  art,  but  often  times  they’re  just  propaganda.  When  I 
think  of  art,  I  imagine  an  artist's  perception  being  conveyed,  but  with 
things  like  Joe  Camel  plastered  on,  it  loses  meaning.  An  artist  has  a 
purpose.” 

-  Oscar  Baez 

“Well,  I  guess  they  are.  They’re  full  of  art  because  if  it’s  a  picture  or 
painting  it’s  art.” 

-  James  Bucilla 

“Not  really.  It’s  just  an  ad.  It’s  not  expressing  who  a  person  is.” 

-  Emily  Yuan 

“”No,  they’re  cheap  attempts  to  draw  attention.  While  they  may  be 
artistically  done,  are  still  means  of  advertising.” 

-  Ke  Zhang 

“Yes,  because  they  are  a  way  for  people  to  get  out  what  they  have  to 
say  to  the  public.” 

-  Jessica  Boyle 

“Depends  if  there’s  art  in  it.  If  it’s  a  picture  of  a  car  and  a  slogan,  then 
no,  but  if  there’s  a  painting  on  it,  then  yes.” 

-  Sean  Rabe 

“No,  they’re  just  advertising.  If  people  had  drawn  or  painted  them  for 
the  purpose  of  being  art,  then  it  would  be,  but  it’s  just  to  get  people  to 
buy  what  they’re  selling.” 

-  Judy  Norton 

“Well,  art  is  the  creative  work  of  someone,  and  so  is  a  billboard,  but 
the  billboard  is  just  for  a  different  purpose.” 

-  Anna  Smith 

“No,  not  really,  because  I’ve  never  seen  one  that’s  not  for 
advertisement.  I  don’t  think  people  would  try  to  sell  their  artwork  on 
billboards.” 

-  Will  Bryson 
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Fun!!! 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


The  Return  of  the  Crossword!!! 


ACROSS 

1.  Homer's  beverage  of 
choice 

5.  A  meal  in  Paris 
10.  Dressed 

14.  See  51  down 

15.  Delete 

16.  Nevada  City 

17.  Fawn  on 

18.  Working 

20.  Explode  volcanically 

22.  Part  of  graduation  en¬ 
semble 

23.  Masochist  counterpart 

25.  Tree  variety 

26.  Larry  or  Moe 

27.  ‘Son’  en  ingles 

28.  Abbreviation  for  electro¬ 
static  discharge 

32.  Cause  pain 

33.  Fragment 

35.  Pace 

36.  Elevation 

37.  Monkey 

38.  Garciaparra  has  a  high 
one  of  these 

39.  A  gold  coin  formerly  cur¬ 
rent  in  England 

41.  Pokes 

43.  timor,  timoris,  n. 

44.  -  many  ways  (2  words) 

45.  See  37  across 

46.  "the  goal"  or  "the  net"  in 
Venice 

48.  Not  aesthetically  pleas¬ 
ing 

50.  Portugese  variation  of 
the  name  Phillip 

51 .  Distressing  call  or  noise 

54.  High,  as  in  Mont  Blanc 

55.  Very  early  automobile  (3 
words) 

57.  European-American  al¬ 
liance 

61  Looney  brand  Name 

62.  Evacuation  Day  celebra- 
tors 

63.  Bowl,  plate,  etc.. 

64.  Diva  Diana  -- 


65.  Antiquated  string  instru¬ 
ments 

66.  Close  with  force 

DOWN 

1.  Paternal  colloquialism 

2.  Spaceship 

3.  Vernacular  for  ‘portly’ 

4.  Type  of  fries 

5.  Denied 

6  See  20  across 

7.  Breathe  heavily 

8.  Society  of  U.S.  cinematog¬ 
raphers 

9.  Moved  in 

10.  Got  on  the  bad  side  of 
11.lt  can  be  either  convex  or 
concave 


12.  Stubborn 

13.  Hand-out 

19  2002  movie:  “  -  -  Sam” 
(2  words) 

21.  Oil  - 

23.  Soviet  Cold  War  leader 

24.  Major  arteries 

25.  Made  a  mistake 

26.  River  in  Japan 

27.  "The  Raven"  poet  ( 2  ini¬ 
tials  and  surname) 

29.  Best  Actress  .winner  of 
Sophie’s  Choice 

30.  Stephen  Dewey  is  the 
prestigious  president  of  this 
club 

31 .  A  single  turn  of  a  spiral 
34  Half-bird,  half-woman 


greek  mythological  figure 
40  French  town 

41.  Palm  tree  product 

42.  Detectives 

43.  Popular  NBC  sitcom 

47.  Telephone  company 

49.  Chewing  - 

50.  Untrue 

51 .  From  a  distance 

52.  Slang  for  ‘insane’ 

53.  -  race 

54.  One  who  inherits 

56.  Arid 

58.  To  be  ill 

59.  Transportation  Security 
Administration  abbreviation 

60.  Unit  of  resistance 


Argo  Issue  V  Graphic 
Blooper...Thank 
Goodness  for 
Photoshop! 


The  Argo  Reports 


Recently,  students  have 
reported  seeing  a  mysterious, 
flashing  red  light  above  the  old 
main  entrance,  especially  vis¬ 
ible  in  the  nighttime.  Some 
have  theorized  that  it  is  an  ex¬ 
traterrestrial  distress  call  signal¬ 
ing  the  mothership  to  pick  up 
the  furry  mole  creatures  living 
in  the  basement.  Others  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  red  light  is  an  ad¬ 
monition  of  a  possible  sixie  re¬ 
volt  against  the  Argo  sports 
editor,  after  Jon  Krieger  (I)  re¬ 
fused  to  include  a  member  of 


Class  VI  in  his  poll  of  various 
students. 

Bewildered  by  this  eerie 
phenomenon,  the  Argo  has  sent 
a  team  of  investigative  detec¬ 
tives,  essentially  Agents  Mulder 
and  Scully  wannabes,  to  un¬ 
cover  the  truth  behind  the  curi¬ 
ous  spectacle  that  has  drawn 
crowds  of  Japanese  tourists  to 
the  building  in  recent  days. 

Mr.  Flynn,  who  appears  to 
know  the  most  about  the 
school,  dismisses  the  flashing 
red  light  as  mere  “testing”  of  the 
fire  system. The  Argo  reporters, 
however,  smelled  cover-up 
upon  seeing  Mr.  Flynn  run  away 
as  they  proceeded  with  further 
questions. 

After  further  testing  and 
numerous  rolls  of  duct  tape,  the 
Argo  team  has  concluded  that 
the  flashing  red  light  is  actually 
the  remnant  of  an  incomplete 
Cold  War  installation  of  a 
nuclear  missile  silo  on  the 
building’s  roof. 


Pics 


AND  THE  ARGO  SOAP  OPERA 
CONTINUES... 


FIGURES...  THE  ONLY  ONE  NOT 
WORKING  IS  LEON.... 


THE  WOMEN  IN  CHARGE 


“WHERE'S)  MY  COFFEE?!?!?!?!?!?!" 
•PICTURES  BY:  KE  ZHANG,  IV 
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Girls  Hockey  Wins 
DCL,  Not  Playoffs 

By  David  Biele,  I 


Sports  - 

Coach  Coleman 


By  Owyn  Stephens,  V 


Staff  Writer 


At  the  start  of  the  season,  the 
girls  hockey  team  set  out  to  defend 
their  Division  I  title  and  to  return  as 
state  champs.  Although  the  team 
did  not  achieve  that  goal,  they  in¬ 
advertently  achieved  another:  they 
enhanced  and  solidified  their  posi¬ 
tion  among  the  ranks  of  the  elite 
girls  hockey  teams  in  the  state. 
The  team  did  so  by  skating  to  an 
18-2  regular  season  record  -  its 
best  ever.  In  doing  so,  the  Wolf- 
pack  earned  the  coveted  number 
one  seed  in  the  state  tournament. 

In  the  tournament,  the  Wolf- 
pack  beat  out  Canton  5-2  to  ad¬ 
vance  to  the  state  semi-finals 
where  they  lost  to  eventual  tourna¬ 
ment  winner  Needham,  2-0. 
Courtney  Carthas  (I)  said  of  the 
game,  “We  were  just  off;  we  were 
flat.  We  had  our  scoring  chances; 
we  hit  the  post  twice  and  had  oth¬ 
er  good  chances.  It  just  wasn’t 
happening  for  us  that  night.” 
Carthas  also  pointed  out  that  the 
team  had  only  one  game  in  the 
week  prior  to  the  showdown  with 
Needham,  which  may  have  left  the 
girls  rusty.  That  shutout  loss  was 
the  first  one  suffered  in  the  last  six 


years  -  proving  that  the  team  was 
not  its  typical  self.  Despite  losing 
to  Needham,  the  Wolfpack  does 
not  feel  that  the  season  was  a  com¬ 
plete  loss.  The  players  admit  that 
they  “had  a  blast”  and  enjoyed  one 
another’s  company.  From  seniors 
down  to  underclassmen,  everyone 
on  the  team  enjoyed  each  other’s 
company  and  bonded.  The  team 
also  feels  that  they  will  be  stronger 
heading  into  next  year. 

Over  the  past  six  years,  the 
names  Kerry  Brennan  (I),  Courtney 
Carthas,  and  Aislinn  Doherty  (I) 
were  BLS’s  “Big  Three”  for  girls 
hockey.  Now  they  will  not  be  com¬ 
ing  back  next  year.  Yet  the  seniors 
are  happy  with  all  that  they  have 
done  during  their  stay  at  Latin  and 
will  look  back  knowing  they  had 
fun.  A  new  chapter  is  beginning. 
Now  we  have  the  likes  of  Cathe¬ 
rine  Foley  (III)  and  Katie  Balaco- 
nis  (III)  taking  the  lead  for  the 
team.  The  Wolfpack  will  also  have 
rookie  sensation  Mariella  Collins 
(IV)  on  hand.  Collins  proved  her¬ 
self  very  capable  this  season  and 
will  only  get  better.  One  thing  is 
certain:  next  year’s  girls  hockey 
team  will  continue  the  tradition  of 
excellence  that  BLS  has  grown  ac¬ 
customed  to. 


Contributing  Writer 

Coach  Dave  Coleman  isn’t 
like  other  coaches.  In  hockey 
games,  he  doesn’t  stand  up  on  the 
bench  as  if  he  were  more  impor¬ 
tant  than  everyone  else.  He  works 
the  bench  doors  with  his  other  as¬ 
sistant  coaches  and  talks  to  the 
players  as  if  he  were  one  of  them. 
He  doesn’t  wear  suits,  like  many 
high  school  coaches.  He  wears  his 
Boston  Latin  hat  and  his  jacket,  just 
as  a  high  school  head  coach 
should  wear. 

Coach  Coleman  was  re¬ 
cently  rewarded  for  his  hard  work 
when  he  was  elected  to  the  Base¬ 
ball  Coaches  Hall  of  Fame. 
Coleman  will  be  inducted  on  May 
1st,  a  day  that  has  been  coming 
for  36  years. 

It  started  on  Aldie  Street  in 
the  little  suburb  of  Allston,  where 
he  served  as  an  altar  boy  and  a 
Boy  Scout.  He  played  for  the 
Allston  North  Little  League,  and 
then  went  on  to  Don  Bosco  High 
School  where  he  excelled  in  base¬ 
ball  and  hockey,  earning  a  full 
scholarship  to  Northeastern  Uni¬ 
versity.  There  Coleman  played 
catcher  on  the  baseball  team  and 
was  an  all-star  in  his  junior  and  se¬ 
nior  year.  Batting  a  solid  .310, 
Coleman  led  his  team  into  the 
NCAA  District  1  playoffs  against 
Maine  at  legendary  Fenway  Park 
in  1964.  He  was  a  big  prospect 


around  New  England  at  the  time, 
attracting  pro  scouts.  It  led  to  his 
selection  in  the  first-ever  profes¬ 
sional  baseball  draft  where  he  was 
the  Baltimore  Orioles’  13th  pick.  He 
was  also  a  left  winger  on  the 
hockey  team,  but  that  career  was 
cut  short  when  he  broke  his  ankle 
in  the  opening  round  of  the  1963 
Beanpot  versus  Harvard  Univer¬ 
sity.  He  returned  for  only  six  more 
games  and  was  never  the  same 
hockey  player  again. 

Coleman  was  sent  to  the  Ap¬ 
palachian  League  (rookie  league  in 
the  minors)  and 
was  very  success¬ 
ful.  He  eventually 
worked  his  way  up 
to  Triple  A  Roches¬ 
ter.  Coleman  never 
did  make  the  par¬ 
ent  club,  but  he 
was  not  discour¬ 
aged.  While  play¬ 
ing  baseball,  in  the 
offseason  he 
coached  hockey  at 
Babson  College 
and,  in  his  first 
year,  won  the  MIT  tourna¬ 
ment.  In  the  spring  of  1968  he 
came  to  Boston  Latin  School  to 
coach  baseball  and,  later  that  year, 
hockey.  This  started  an  impressive 
career  where  he  would  win  467 
games  in  baseball  and  438  in 
hockey.  In  baseball,  his  team  went 
to  the  finals  twice,  the  semifinals 
six  times,  and  the  squad  made  the 


state  tournament  26  times  of  35: 
74  percent  of  the  time.  In  hockey, 
he  went  to  the  semifinals  four 
times,  was  two  minutes  away  from 
winning  it  all  in  1999,  and  was 
Coach  of  the  Year  six  times. 

In  1971,  he  moved  from 
Allston  to  Canton  with  his  wife 
Kathleen.  He  lived  there  until  1 999, 
when  he  moved  to  Brookline.  In 
1981,  he  was  inducted  into  the 
Northeastern  Hall  of  Fame.  He  is 
also  in  the  High  School  Coaches 
Hall  of  Fame. 

Coleman  has  four  kids.  His 
oldest,  Jon  Coleman, 
became  a  top  caliber 
defenseman  for  Bos¬ 
ton  University  and 
was  drafted  in  the 
1993  draft  48th  over¬ 
all  by  the  Detroit  Red 
Wings.  He  was 
traded  to  the  San 
Jose  Sharks  in  his 
third  year  and  since 
g  then  has  tried  out  for 
the  Bruins  and  has 
gone  to  Europe  to 
play.  He  now  plays 
for  the  Vienna  Capi¬ 
tals.  He  also  has  two  other  sons, 
Andrew  and  Matt,  and  one  daugh¬ 
ter,  Kate.  Coach  Coleman  is  now 
starting  yet  another  baseball  sea¬ 
son  at  BLS  and  when  asked  at  a 
recent  batting  practice  who  his  all- 
time  favorite  player  was,  he  replied, 
“All  of  them.”  That’s  typical 
Coleman  for  you. 


COACH  COLEMAN 


Girls  Basketball 

By  Mark  Higgins,  I 


Boys  Hockey 


By  Adam  Weiss,  I 


Staff  Writer 


The  season  is  over.  The  gym 
is  being  used  for  other  purposes 
now.  Yet  the  memories  remain  for 
the  BLS  girls  basketball  team; 
memories  and  regrets  and  what- 
might-have-beens.  Another  year 
has  passed  without  a  champion¬ 
ship. 

The  season  started  with  high 
expectations:  a  league  champion¬ 
ship  and  advancement  into  the 
state  tournament.  All  the  pieces 
seemed  to  be  in  place:  four  return¬ 
ing  starters,  experience,  talent,  and 
a  deep  bench.  Unfortunately,  trag¬ 
edy  struck  before  the  season  could 
begin.  Co-captain  Stephanie 
Maneikis  (I)  tore  her  ACL  and  was 
not  available  until  a  month  after  the 
season  started.  Even  with  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  a  hustler  of  Maneikis’  stat¬ 
ure,  the  team  leaped  to  an  unde¬ 
feated  start,  including  a  resound¬ 
ing  victory  over  perennial  league 
power,  Westford  Academy.  But  the 
good  fortune  the  team  had  gath¬ 
ered  was  quickly  offset  by  knee  in¬ 
juries  to  Nadine  Deery  (II)  and 
dead-eyed  co-captain  Catherine 


Stone  (I).  It  seemed  that  losses 
such  as  these  could  be  sustained 
when  the  team  won  its  next  few 
games.  It  was  not  to  be  so.  The 
team  quickly  went  from  Dual 
County  League  front-runner  to 
middle  of  the  pack.  Maneikis  came 
back,  as  did  Catherine  Stone,  but 
it  was  too  late.  Janelle  Jackson  (II), 
one  of  team’s  strongest  presences 
on  the  boards,  was  out  for  the  sea¬ 
son  with  an  ankle  injury.  Alex 
Allukian  (I),  co-captain,  was  ham¬ 
pered  by  leg  injuries  throughout  the 
latter  half  of  the  season.  The  girls 
could  not  regain  their  winning 
ways.  Players  were  starting  when 
they  were  supposed  to  be  learn¬ 
ing  at  the  feet  of  their  now-injured 
leaders.  The  lack  of  direction 
showed  as  the  team  limped  to  an 
11-10  record.  They  were  bounced 
out  of  the  playoffs  in  a  game  at 
Lowell  in  the  first  round  of  the  state 
tournament. 

Yet  amid  this  season  of  shat¬ 
tered  dreams  and  daily  crises,  the 
team  was  as  strong  as  it  had  ever 
been.  This  year,  more  than  any 
other  the  current  group  of  players 
can  remember,  was  one  in  which 
the  team  was  more  important  than 
its  individuals.  They  bonded.  What 


else  can  you  say  about  a  team 
which  conducted  sing-alongs  on 
their  bus  rides  and  went  so  far  as 
to  make  a  special  pre-game 
warmup  CD?  Even  among  their 
closeness  several  individuals  stood 
out.  Catherine  Stone  (I)  came  back 
and  won  the  DCL  three-point  con¬ 
test  at  the  All-Star  festivities;  Jack- 
son,  Allukian  and  Kristen  Stone  (II) 
were  named  to  the  All-Star  team 
and  Kristen  Stone  finished  second 
in  the  league  MVP  voting.  This 
team  had  everything  necessary  to 
win  -  all  it  lacked  was  the  ability  to 
assemble  its  starting  five  on  the 
court  at  full  health  simultaneously. 
C’est  la  vie. 

That  was  last  season.  Next 
season  the  team  hopes  to  improve 
under  the  leadership  of  new  co¬ 
captains,  Jackson,  the  younger 
Stone,  and  Jill  Gordon  (II).  Players 
have  been  moved  to  the  varsity 
level  from  freshman  and  JV  and 
are  expected  to  make  major  con¬ 
tributions  to  next  year’s  team.  The 
experience  gained  by  younger 
players  this  season  should  pay  off 
next  year.  Hopefully  at  this  time 
next  year  we  will  be  writing  about 
championships  and  not  what- 
could-have-beens. 


Staff  Writer 

After  a  late-season  run  to 
make  the  playoffs,  the  Boston  Latin 
boys  hockey  team  suffered  a  dis¬ 
appointing  5-2  first-round  defeat  at 
the  hands  of  a  lesser  Stoughton 
team.  The  loss  was  a  discouraging 
end  to  a  season  in  which  the  team 
battled  inexperience  and  tough 
losses  to  end  with  a  10-1 1  record. 
The  Stoughton  game  was  repre¬ 
sentative  of  many  of  the  team’s  un¬ 
fortunate  losses  throughout  the 
season.  Stoughton  had  fewer  than 
10  shots  on  goal  and  was  out¬ 
played  by  Boston  Latin.  However, 
the  puck  simply  didn’t  bounce  the 
right  way  for  the  Wolfpack.  As 
David  Biele  (I)  put  it,  “It  was  a  game 
we  should  have  won.” 

Led  by  captains  Billy  Carr  (I) 
and  Rob  Fitzpatrick  (I),  the  team  got 
off  to  a  tough  start,  finding  them¬ 
selves  with  a  less-than-stellar  2-6 
record  after  eight  games,  a  record 
including  a  disappointing  5-0  defeat 
at  the  hands  of  Canton  and  a  heart¬ 
breaking  1  -0  loss  at  Andover.  They 
were  mainly  handicapped  by  a  se¬ 
vere  lack  of  experience,  as  the 
team  lost  a  number  of  key  players 
to  graduation  last  year,  including 


Mike  McCarthy  and  James  Duffy. 
Finding  themselves  in  a  hole  and 
needing  at  least  10  wins  or  a  .500 
record  to  make  the  tournament,  the 
team  turned  to  hard  work  and  de¬ 
termination  to  spur  a  late-season 
winning  streak.  Carr  and  Fitzpatrick 
received  help  from  a  core  of  sup¬ 
porting  players,  including  center 
Tom  DeRossa  (IV),  who  was  near 
the  top  of  the  league  in  scoring,  and 
left  wing  Jack  Owens  (I).  John 
Bruno  (III)  anchored  the  team  in 
goal  during  their  impressive  sea- 
son-ending  run. The  Wolfpack  was 
able  to  put  together  a  string  of  wins, 
including  encouraging  victories 
against  quality  teams  from  Andover 
and  Haverhill,  to  end  the  season 
with  a  10-10  record  and  qualify  for 
the  tournament.  Sadly,  their  hopes 
would  be  dashed  early  in  the  post¬ 
season. 

With  their  season  finished, 
the  Wolfpack  can  do  little  more 
than  look  forward  to  next  year 
where  the  outlook  is  not  particularly 
encouraging.  The  team  will  once 
again  lose  a  number  of  key  play¬ 
ers  to  graduation  and  will  be  ex¬ 
tremely  young  and  lacking  in  ex¬ 
perience.  Unfortunately,  next  sea¬ 
son  may  be  a  rebuilding  year,  as 
the  team  looks  toward  the  future. 


By  Caroline  Sullivan,  m 

Contributing  Writer 


THE  STUDENT-FACULTY 
BASKETBALL  WAS  A  DELIGHT 


Student-Faculty  Basketball  Game 


The  game  started  off  with 
the  jump  between  Matt  Gittens  (III) 
and  Mr.  Rashaun  Martin.  But  these 
two  men  getting  ready  for  the  jump 
were  not  participating  in  your  ordi¬ 
nary  high  school  basketball  game. 
On  March  1 4th  the  student  council 
sponsored  a  basketball  game  be¬ 
tween  the  students  and  the  faculty. 
The  students  won  the  jump  and  the 
game  was  underway.  Mr.  Martin 
scored  the  first  basket  of  the  game. 
However,  Percy  Hughes  (IV)  came 
back  with  a  score  of  her  own,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  Kasey  Preskenis  (VI) 
making  a  three  point  shot.  Tough 
defense  by  Mr.  Brian  Simmons 


helped  keep  the  teachers  in  the 
game.  Mr.  Gerald  Bilodeau  and  Mr. 
Bennie  Myers  provided  the  outside 
shooting  for  the  faculty,  while  Ms. 
Viola  Johnson  came  up  with  some 
big  rebounds  and  Ms.  Michelle 
Cannon  showed  great  hustle.  On 
the  students’  team,  the  scoring  was 
led  by  Reggie  Alouidor  (III). 

Great  defense  and  rebound¬ 
ing  were  provided  by  Jeff  Chan  (VI) 
and  Matt  Stone  (IV).  The  students 
seemed  to  be  dominating  the  first 
half  but  with  five  minutes  left,  the 
teachers  came  back.  With  a  steal 
by  Mr.  Leonard  Lapon  and  a  nice 
save  by  Mr.  John  Wetherby,  the 


teachers  were  only  down  by  four 
points  at  the  half. 

The  students  came  out 
strong  in  the  second  half,  going  on 
an  8-0  run  during  the  first  two  min¬ 
utes;  but  the  teachers  did  not  give 
up.  With  good  ball-handling  by  Mr. 
Terry  Gaskill  and  consistent  free 
throw  shooting  by  Mr.  Aaron 
Osowiecki,  the  teachers  slowly 
climbed  back  into  the  game.  It  was 
not  easy  however,  with  a  tenacious 
defense  by  Felicia  Waldron  (III)  and 
Kerry  Sullivan  (II).  To  finish  the 
game,  Omar  Butcher  (I),  John 
Greene  (I),  Thomas  Edwards  (I), 
Matt  Johnson  (I)  and  the  two 


coaches,  Alex  Allukian  (I)  and  Luis 
Carbuccia  (I),  played  the  last  40 
seconds  of  the  game.  The  teach¬ 
ers  came  back  and  tied  the  game 
at  42  with  a  lay-up  by  Ms.  Johnson. 

During  the  first  overtime  pe¬ 
riod,  the  teachers  scored  one  point. 
Dan  O’Halloran  (II)  scored  a  point 
to  tie  the  game  at  43.  In  the  sec¬ 
ond  overtime  period,  the  students 
took  the  lead,  with  the  scoring  led 
by  Greg  Maneikis  (V),  Ryan  Park 
(III)  and  Anthony  Thomas  (IV). The 
final  score  was  51-43.  Both  teams 
played  a  great  game. 


_ 
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Crew  Paddles  On  Sailing  Hits  the  Water 


By  Lee  Glandorf,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


As  Title  IX  requirements 
force  schools  to  create  new  teams 
for  women,  crew  is  one  of 
the  fastest  growing  colle¬ 
giate  sports.  This  interest 
has  carried  over  to  the 
Boston  Latin  School. 

When  the  call  for  pre¬ 
season  workouts  began 
this  year  nearly  seventy 
girls  answered  making  up 
the  biggest  Latin  turnout 
ever. 

Formed  nearly  a 
decade  ago,  the  crew 
team  has  floundered  in 
becoming  established. 
Originally,  there  was  no  coach  or 
boats.  Even  now  obtaining  coach¬ 
ing  and  equipment  remains  a 
struggle.  In  a  sport  that  depends 
upon  consistency,  the  Wolfpack 


crew  has  gone  through  much  un¬ 
certainty.  This  year  marks  the  first 
time  ever  the  team  has  a  return¬ 
ing  coach.  However,  the  future  is 
beginning  to  look  better,  with 
fundraising  in  the  works  to  get  a 


new  boat  (of  which  they  are  in  dire 
need — having  only  one  reliable 
shell)  and  a  launch  for  their  coach. 

Current  captains  Kathleen 
Hughes  (I)  and  Jamila  Martin  (I) 


have  worked  hard  to  establish 
Latin  Crew.  One  hurdle  they  must 
overcome  is  the  lack  of  rowing  ex¬ 
perience.  Most  school  teams  com¬ 
pete  two  seasons,  fall  and  spring, 
this  leaves  the  one-season  Latin 
rowers  less  pre¬ 
pared  against  their 
better  equipped  op¬ 
position.  This  is 
one  reason  pre¬ 
season  began  so 
early,  with  the  cap¬ 
tains  trying  -to  pre¬ 
pare  the  ladies  for 
the  competition 
they  are  going  to 
face.  Captains 
Jamila  and 
Kathleen  hope  that 
the  team  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  progress  and  grow.  Look 
out  for  these  hard  working  rowers 
on  the  Charles  this  year;  they  are 
determined  to  make  a  splash. 


In  a  sport  that  depends  upon 

CONSISTENCY,  THE  WOLFPACK  CREW 
HAS  GONE  THROUGH  MUCH 
UNCERTAINTY.  THIS  YEAR  MARKS  THE 
FIRST  TIME  EVER  THE  TEAM  HAS  A 
RETURNING  COACH. 


By  Christine  Glandorf, 

III 

Contributing  Writer 

Dotting  the  calm  horizon 
of  the  Boston  Harbor  are  some  of 
the  finest  and  yet  least  known  ath¬ 
letes  of  Boston  Latin,  the  Sailing 
Team.  These  courageous  sailors 
battle  the  nippy  spring  winds  and 
frigid  waters  of  the  harbor.  It  is 
hard  work,  but  it  has  yielded 
much  success.  Last  year, 
they  placed  first  in  the  Mass 
Bay  League  in  the  420  B-Di- 
vision  and  the  Mercury  A-Division 
and  performed  very  well  at  states. 
Quite  an  accomplishment,  consid¬ 
ering  they  race  a  bevy  of  wealthy 
public  and  prep  school  teams  in¬ 
cluding  Brookline  High,  Lincoln- 
Sudbury,  and  BB&N.  “This  year 
looks  to  be  promising,”  says  co¬ 
captain  Aaron  Gerratt  (II),  “with  our 
many  new  members  (the  team  has 
about  15  in  all)  and  all  of  our  team 


returning.” 

The  team,  led  by  Gerrat 
and  Caitlin  O'Brien  (I)  sails  many 
different  boats,  six  of  which  are 
brand  new  (thanks  to  a  donation 
from  Courageous  Sailing  Center  in 
Boston  Harbor).  Their  fleet  is  com¬ 
prised  of  Olympic  class  racing 
dingys  such  as  420s  and 
Rhodes  19s.  Last  year,  the 
Wolfpack  participated  in 
“fleet  racing,”  where  each 
team’s  individual  boats  at¬ 
tempt  to  get  the  best  fin¬ 
ish.  However,  this  spring 
they  have  made  the  move 
to  “team  racing.”  In  team  racing, 
two  teams  with  three  boats  each 
compete.  Here  sailors  utilize  dif¬ 
ferent  strategies  to  earn  their  team 
winning  combinations. 

With  a  vast  number  of  re¬ 
turning  sailors,  new  boats,  a  new 
practicing  facility  and  a  new  racing 
format,  the  Wolfpack  hopes  to 
“swab  the  deck”  with  their  compe¬ 
tition. 


Mitty  Talks  Politics  and  Brackets 

By  Mitty,  ? 


Assistant  Sports  Editor 

Ahhhh...can  you  smell  that 
lovely  smell?  It’s  the  smell  of  spring 
and  sunshine,  the  smell  of  base¬ 
ball,  warm  days,  and  the  suddenly 
visible  light  at  the  end  of  the  school 
year  tunnel.  It’s  the  smell 
of... sniff... sniff...  what  in  the  name 
of...???  Oh  jeez,  excuse  me,  my 
faithful  readership,  but  my  roast  is 
burning,  be  back  in  a  jiff. . . 

Anyway,  a  lot  has  happened 
since  I  wrote  last.  Well,  Jack 
Nicholson  got  stiffed  by  the  Acad¬ 
emy  Awards  and. ..oh 
yeah. ..AMERICA  IS  WAGING 
WAR  IN  IRAQ!!!  Being  that  I  write 
for  a  sports  section  (yes,  even  I  on 
occasion  do  forget  this),  the  war 
has  a  special  relevance  to  my 
work.  People  have  been  saying 
recently  that  sports  are  just  not  as 
important  these  days.  The  man  in 
charge  of  college  basketball  was 
talking  about  postponing  all  of 
March  Madness  because  of  the 
war.  Yeah,  urn,  that’s  just  a  FAN¬ 
TASTIC  idea.  Why  don’t  we  just 
postpone  snow,  or  maybe  the 
month  of  June,  huh?  I  mean,  re¬ 
ally,  of  all  the  things  to  postpone, 
how  can  you  possibly  postpone 
something  called  March  Madness. 
Think  about  it:  They  can’t  get  on 
the  air  and  say,  “Attention:  March 
Madness  will  now  be  held  in  April.” 
What  would  they  do?  Call  it  April 
Absurdity?  Or  push  it  further  back 
and  go  with  November  Nonsense? 
December  Delirium?  Or  they  could 
push  it  way  back,  and  call  it  Febru¬ 
ary  Frivolity.  If  they  did  postpone 


the  tournament  for  two  weeks,  then 
it  would  span  two  months.  They’d 
have  to  call  it  Dual-Month  Delirium. 
And  that  just  makes  no  sense.  My 
point  is...  Oh  I  don’t  even  remem¬ 
ber  my  point  anymore. 

Oh  yes,  of  course!  Now  I  do! 
So,  as  I  was  saying,  the  sports 
world  seems  to  have  taken  a  back 


burner  to  the  situation  in  Iraq.  They 
were  going  to  postpone  the  NCAA 
tournament,  President  Bush  ne¬ 
glected  to  address  the  nation  be¬ 
fore  the  start  of  the  baseball  sea¬ 
son  (as  he  has  in  the  past),  and 
people  in  general  are  looking  at 
sports  and  shrugging  in  indiffer¬ 
ence.  Somehow,  men  slapping 
around  little  rubber  disks  with  sticks 
just  doesn’t  seem  so  important  any¬ 
more.  To  think,  it  took  a  WAR  to 
reveal  the  absurdity  of  the  sport  of 
hockey.  Somewhere  Canada’s  sole 
resident  sheds  a  tear,  ay.  The  fact 
of  the  matter  is  that  those  who  say 


we  shouldn’t  pay  attention  to  sports 
anymore  are  wrong.  There  are 
several  major  reasons  why  I  feel 
this  way: 

1.  Sports  are  a  taste  of 
home  for  our  brave  soldiers  risk¬ 
ing  their  lives  overseas  for  the  free¬ 
dom  of  others.  Sports  are  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  soldiers  to  forget  about 

bombs 
and  mis¬ 
siles,  tor- 
t  u  r  e 
cham¬ 
bers  and 
chemical 
weap¬ 
ons,  and 
instead 
feel  that 
nice 
warm 
fuzzy 
feeling  of 
home 
and  fol¬ 
low  their 
favorite 
sports  teams.  Apple  pie.  Jazz.  Bar¬ 
bara  Walters.  4,h  of  July...  sorry,  I 
was  feeling  patriotic...  Ok,  so  the 
Barbara  Walters  reference  had 
nothing  to  do  with  patriotism  and 
is  more  just  one  of  those  crazy  fe¬ 
tishes  I  have.  Anyhow  I’ll  move  on 
to  point  two. 

2.  The  second  reason  we 
should  keep  on  passionately  pur¬ 
suing  sports  may  sound  a  bit  crazy, 
but  hear  me  out.  Americans  like  to 
gamble.  There  is  no  better  mani¬ 
festation  of  this  than  the  NCAA 
tournament.  If  we  have  no  sports 
to  gamble  on,  what  do  we  have  to 


gamble  on?  Americans  will  end  up 
gambling  on  other  areas  of  soci¬ 
ety,  like  baby-making.  People 
might  even  start  to  bet  on  the  war. 
Now  that’s  just  sick.  Really,  who 
bets  on  a  war?  Besides,  I  for  one 
have  been  having  an  incredibly 
hard  time  finding  anyone  willing  to 
pick  Iraq. 

3.  But  the  third  and  most  im¬ 
portant  reason  people  can’t  lose  in¬ 
terest  in  sports  is  THE  BRACK¬ 
ETS!  I  mean,  what’s  spring  if  you 
don’t  get  a  chance  to  brag  about 
how  awesome  your  brackets  are? 
Speaking  of  which,  they  don’t  call 
me  Shasty  McNasty  for  nothing. 
Let’s  just  say  a  certain  Mr.  Mitty 
had  a  certain  hunch  about  a  cer¬ 
tain  Syracuse  making  the  final  four. 
But  I  don’t  want  to  brag  (I’M  THE 
BEST!)  because  that  would  just  be 
immodest  (MITTY  #  1 )  and  I’m  sim¬ 
ply  not  that  type  of  person 
(MITTY’S  THE  MAN,  ALL  HAIL 
MITTY...).  So,  good  luck  in  all  your 
NCAA  tournament  endeavors. 
May  fair  play  and  sportsmanship 
reign  supreme  (YOU  CAN  ALL 
TAKE  YOUR  RIDICULOUSLY 
FLAWED  BRACKETS  AND 
SHOVE  THEM  UP  YOUR  YING- 
YANGS...). 

Anyway,  it’s  about  time  I  go 
scrape  the  remnants  of  my  roast 
off  the  oven  wall.  Be  good,  have  a 
lovely  spring,  and  I’ll  see  you  next 
issue  for,  sob,  my  very  last  article. 

When  this  article  went  to 
press,  neither  the  NCAA  tourna¬ 
ment,  nor  the  war  in  Iraq  were  over. 
Mitty  and  the  Argo  apologize  for 
any  out-dated  comments. 


Boys 

Volleyball 

By  Chao  Pan,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

Wolfpack  volleyball  is  ready 
yet  again  for  a  successful  season. 
Led  by  first  year  coach  Huy  Pham 
(Class  of  ’99),  the  team  hopes  to 
make  it  to  the  playoffs,  after  last 
year’s  disappointing  season. 
Though  it  is  his  first  year  coach¬ 
ing,  coach  Pham  knows  the  ins  and 
outs  of  BLS  volleyball,  having  been 
a  team  member  since  before  most 
of  the  school’s  current  student  body 
was  in  attendance. 

The  team  is  full  of  experi¬ 
ence  this  year,  as  several  seniors 
all  have  three  or  more  years  of  ser¬ 
vice  behind  them,  and  in  addition, 
the  roster  is  reinforced  by  veterans 
of  other  leagues.  Unfortunately, 
that  veteran  presence  will  not  be 
here  next  year  as  the  number  of 
seniors  graduating  is  staggering.  It 
will  also  be  a  watershed  year  in 
terms  of  building  up  for  future  sea¬ 
sons  and  for  providing  mentoring 
from  the  older  team  members  to 
the  younger  ones. 

Tryouts  have  shown  that 
there  is  a  great  interest  in  the  sport 
from  underclassmen.  The  Junior 
Varsity  team  also  looks  to  have 
great  potential.  Indeed,  JV  has  a 
number  of  backups  and  could-be- 
great  hitters,  blockers,  and  setters. 
The  team  will  also  definitely  be 
working  hard  this  year,  many  stay¬ 
ing  as  late  as  6  p.m.  after  school. 
The  enthusiasm  and  dedication  to 
the  sport  that  the  BLS  Boys  Vol¬ 
leyball  team  has  is  unmatched  any¬ 
where  in  the  DCL. 


MITTY  MAKES  HIS  BRACKETS 


Winter  Sport  Recaps 


Wrestling 


Girls  Indoor 
Track  team 

Record:  .000 
Rank  in  DCL:  Last 

Thoughts  on  past  season:  "Our 
record  doesn’t  reflect  the  effort  put 
in  by  every  member  of  the  team." 

-  Anne  Roddy,  I 

Thoughts  on  next  season:  "Like 
fine  wine,  the  team  will  only  im¬ 
prove  with  time." 

-  Anne  Roddy,  I 


Boys  Indoor 
Track  team 

Record:  .000 
Rank  in  DCL:  Last 

Thoughts  on  past  season:  “There's 
a  lot  of  potential  for  the  future,  but 
the  boys  team  suffered  from  a  low 
attrition  rate.” 

-  Chris  Manning,  I 
Thoughts  on  next  season:  "I  feel 
optimistic  for  the  future  because  of 
the  many  talented  underclass¬ 
men." 

-  Chris  Manning,  I 


Boys  Basketball 


Record:  3-16 

Rank  in  DCL:  2nd  to  Last 

Thoughts  on  last  season:  “Our  in¬ 
experience  hurt  some  times  down 
the  stretch.” 

-  Nick  Michel,  III 

Thoughts  on  next  season:  “We 
should  come  back  strong  next  year 
with  hard  work  and  dedication." 

-  Nick  Michel,  III 


Record:  2-18 

Rank  in  DCL:  6m  in  DCL 

Thoughts  on  last  season:  “Our 
overall  performance  was  plagued 
by  injuries  and  a  lack  of  team  mem¬ 
bers.  But,  we  had  several  great 
individual  efforts  [such  as  those  by] 
Jose  Valenzuela  and  Brian 
Nowak." 

-  Bob  Grueter,  II 

Thoughts  on  next  season:  “We  re 
working  hard  in  the  off  season  and 
hope  to  get  fresh  young  talent  for 
the  lower  and  upper  weight 
classes.” 

-  Bob  Grueter,  II 


Boys  Swimming  * 

Record:  5-8 

Rank  in  DCL:  3'd  to  last 

Thoughts  on  last  season:  “I  * 
thought  the  season  went  pretty 
well...  It  was  kind  of  tough  with  a 
new  coach. . .  we  didn’t  start  off  with 
an  actual  coach.” 

-  John  Moore,  I 

Thoughts  on  next  season:  “It’s  . 
gonna  be  tough  unless  we  get  new 
people...  we’re  losing  five  kids  to 
graduation...  otherwise  we  have  a 
lot  of  strong  swimmers  coming  up." 

-  John  Moore,  I 
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World  Series 


D  SOX 

Or  Bust 


Bv  Daniel  Weissman,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


By  Shawn  Guan,  I 

Staff  Writer 


The  Boys  are  back  in  town, 
and  this  time  they  mean  business 
(and  I’m  not  talking  about  Bush  and 
Crew).  The  Red  Sox  are  revving 
their  engines  for  another  champi¬ 
onship  caliber  season,  and  this 
time  they  might  actually  win  it!  Just 
a  glimpse  at  their  team  will  make 
Bush’s  “Shock  and  Awe”  campaign 
look  like  small  fries!  We  have 
Nomar  at  shortstop;  ‘nuf  said.  We 
have  Manny  Ramirez  with  a  fully 
healed  pinky!  We 
have  Pedro,  at  least 
until  his  midseason 
vacation.  His  only 
competition  for  the 
Cy  Young  award  will 
be  from  Derek 
Lowe.  We  don’t 
have  Jose  “Why 
Won’t  They  Play 
Me?”  Offerman  or 
Tony  “I’m  about  to 
break  out  of  my 
slump!”  Clark  any¬ 
more!  In  their  wake 
of  mediocrity  come 
the  sixty-plus  homer 
committee  of  Kevin 
Millar,  David  Ortiz, 
and  Jeremy  Giambi, 
at  first  base  alone, 
not  to  mention  the  addition  of  the 
venerable  Todd  Walker  at  second 
and  the  ever-improving  all-star 
Shea  Hillenbrand  at  third!  Can  I  get 
a  hell  yeah?  The  Sox  avoided  sign¬ 
ing  such  “prospects”  as  Jose  “How 
Old  Is  He  Really?”  Contreras  or 
Hideki  “I  wish  I  was  Ichiro”  Matsui. 


The  bullpen  has  suffered  the  loss 
of  Rich  “El  Guapo”  Garces;  for  that 
we  mourn.  Really,  he  was  a  great 
guy.  But  to  replace  his  0-1  record 
with  a  7.59  earned  run  average,  the 
Sox  have  rearmed  (and  stole  from 
the  Yankees)  Ramino  Mendoza, 
with  an  8-4  record,  4  saves,  and  a 
3.44  earned  run  average!  They 
also  shored  last  year’s  shaky 
bullpen  with  Alan  Embree,  Chad 
Fox,  Mike  Timlin,  Robert  Person, 


Casey  Fossum . . .  these  are  names 
designed  to  strike  fear  into  the 
hearts  of  the  Red  Sox’  opponents. 
And  strike  they  shall!  Break  out  the 
champagne  and  light  up  the  cigars: 
we’ve  got  a  World  Series  with 
Boston’s  name  on  it  and  how  sweet 


Every  single  year  New  En¬ 
gland  goes  through  this.  What  is 
this  time-honored  tradition,  you 
ask?  It’s  called  making  predictions 
about  the  Red  Sox.  Every  year, 
the  coming  of  spring  in  New  En¬ 
gland  is  heralded  not  by  the  melt¬ 
ing  of  the  snow  (it  usually  stays 
through  May)  but  by  the  beginning 
of  spring  training.  Every  year, 
down  in  the  wonderful  warmth  of 
Fort  Myers,  a  new  team  is  formed 
and  shaped.  However,  by 
August  we  are  all  usually  dis¬ 
appointed  in  that  band  of 
nine. 

This  year  will  be  no  dif¬ 
ferent  than  any  other.  Al¬ 
though  the  horrid  bullpen  of 
last  year  has  been  completely 
rebuilt,  it’s  still  loaded  with  po¬ 
tential  problems.  Chad  Fox 
and  Ramiro  Mendoza  are  two 
of  the  key  components  of  this 
new  bullpen.  Unfortunately, 
they  are  also  very  vulnerable 
to  injuries,  as  their  histories 
have  shown.  Also,  the  closer- 
by-committee  approach  is 
highly  risky,  as  there  is  not  an 
established  closer  in  the 
bullpen.  The  starters  of  the 
Red  Sox  also  have  their 
weaknesses.  Pedro  always  has 
been  an  injury  risk  and  Lowe  will 
be  because  before  last  year,  he 
had  never  pitched  that  many  in¬ 
nings.  Burkett  is  old  and  medio¬ 
cre.  Wakefield’s  knuckler  is  unpre¬ 
dictable.  Fossum  does  have  good 
stuff,  but  he  is  young  and  inexperi¬ 


enced.  And  he  seems  to  have 
been  spooked  beyond  recall  by 
people  measuring  him  against 
Bartolo  Colon. 

Perhaps  the  only  bright  spot 
on  this  squad  is  the  deadly  lineup. 
Johnny  Damon’s  knee  is  now  fully 
healed  so  he  can  be  the  awesome 
threat  that  he  was  early  last  year. 
Todd  Walker  is  an  improvement 
over  Rey  Sanchez  offensively  and 
he  could  very  easily  jack  20  home 
runs.  Nomar  and  Manny  are  two 
of  the  most  fearsome  mashers  in 
baseball.  After  that,  you  have  guys 
like  Millar,  Ortiz,  and  Giambi,  all  of 
whom  are  packed  with  offensive 
potential.  The  bottom  end  of  the 
lineup  features  players  such  as 
Nixon,  Hillenbrand,  and  Varitek,  yet 
another  trio  of  quality  hitters. 

However,  the  monstrous  of¬ 
fense  of  this  team  will  be  under¬ 
mined  by  its  weak  pitching  and  the 
sloppy  defense.  All  the  infielders 
on  this  team  are  either  error-prone 
or  lacking  in  range.  The  outfield  is 
pretty  good  with  the  exception  of 
Manny  Ramirez  (although  his  de¬ 
fense  has  improved  greatly  this 
spring).  This  team  reminds  me  of 
the  Texas  Rangers.  Awesome  of¬ 
fense  that  stands  out  amid  the 
unit’s  poor  pitching  and  defense  will 
not  help  the  Red  Sox  win  anything. 
In  the  competitive  American 
League  the  Sox’  efforts  won’t  be 
enough  to  make  the  playoffs. 
Then,  like  every  year,  it’ll  be  “wait 
till’  next  year.” 


it  is! 

BLS  Baseball 


Softball  Hits  Stride 


DAN  WEISSMAN  AND  SHAWN  GUAN  EXPRESS  THEIR 
DISAGREEMENT  WITH  ONE  ANOTHER 


By  Sam  Akiba,  III 

Contributing  Writer 

Check  your  calendars  every¬ 
one,  it’s  that  time  of  year  again.  It 
might  still  be  cold,  but  that’s  stop¬ 
ping  no  one.  We  all  know  baseball 
comes  to  mind  with  the  start  of 
spring,  and  if  you  check  the  down¬ 
stairs  gym,  you’ll  see  the  boys 
baseball  team  hard  at  work.  How¬ 
ever,  do  you  really  know  the  team? 
Here  is  a  little  introduction  so  you 
know  what  to  expect. 

Last  year’s  offense  was  a 
strong  one  and  a  vital  part  of  the 
team’s  12-10  record.  Co-captains 
Paul  Larocque  (1 )  and  Jack  Owens 
(1 ),  along  with  Sean  Martin  (111), 
and  Brian  Nowak  (1 1 )  all  hit  above 
.310  and  return  to  the  team  this 
season.  However,  Mike  McCarthy, 
who  at  .471  led  the  team  in  hitting, 
graduated  leaving  a  big  hole  to  fill. 
An  even  bigger  issue  is  that  this 
year  Massachusetts  high  schools 
must  use  wooden  bats.  Paul 
Larocque  commented  saying,  “it 
will  be  a  big  adjustment  for  every¬ 
one,  and  using  more  strategy 
rather  than  power  is  a  good  idea.” 

There  are  some  question 


marks  involving  the  pitching  staff. 
The  loss  of  ace  Burgess  Nichols 
means  the  rotation  needs  a  young 
arm  to  step  up.  There  are  four  re¬ 
turning  pitchers,  but  their  spots  are 
not  secured.  Coach  Coleman  said 
that  some  of  the  season  depends 
on  how  the  more  inexperienced 
players  can  fill  holes,  but  he  is  con¬ 
fident  this  will  work  out,  due  to  the 
16-3  record  of  last  year’s  junior 
varsity  team. 

Last  year’s  defense  was 
solid  according  to  Coach  Coleman, 
and  Jack  Owens  said  “I  expect  the 
defense  to  be  solid,  especially  in 
the  outfield  (where  both  captains 
play).”  With  Eric  Mernergone,  once 
again  someone  else  will  have  to 
come  through. 

Indeed,  that  is  the  overall 
theme  running  through  this  team. 
There  is  good  reason  to  be  confi¬ 
dent  about  the  upcoming  season, 
but  the  team  will  have  to  overcome 
major  losses  in  every  area  of  the 
game.  Provided  the  young  play¬ 
ers  step  up,  however,  and  prove 
their  junior  varsity  record  was  no 
fluke,  and  the  veterans  continue 
with  their  past  success,  this  should 
be  an  exciting  year. 


By  Kassie  Skipper,  II 

Contributing  Writer 

Last  year’s  softball  season 
will  be  a  hard  one  to  follow,  but  the 


LATIN  PLAYER  RIPS  A  BASE  HIT 

girls  of  2003  are  ready  for  the  chal¬ 
lenge.  Last  year  the  Varsity  team 
made  it  to  the  playoffs,  losing  to 
Everett  in  the  second  round.  To 
help  guide  the  team  back  to  the 
postseason,  head  coach  Tim  Hol¬ 
land  is  returning  to  coach  varsity 
for  his  second  year,  and  Mrs. 
Balaconis  will  be  coaching  JV. 
However,  the  team  did  lose  sev¬ 
eral  key  players  from  last  year,  in¬ 
cluding  the  infamous  Jackie  Cof¬ 
fey.  Regardless,  the  lady  wolf  pack 
is  looking  forward  to  the  coming 
spring,  led  by  their  captains 


Courtney  Carthas  (I)  and 
Stephanie  Maneikis  (I). 

This  years’  team  will  be  rela¬ 
tively  new.  Around  forty  girls 
showed  up  for  tryouts,  which  will 
last  until  the  end  of  the  week.  As 
Anna  George  (II)  put  it,  “This  sea¬ 
son  will  be  more  of  a  building  one. 
We  lost  some  important  players 
but  at  the  same  time  there  are  tal¬ 
ented  sophomores  and  juniors 
who  will  move  up.  We  had  a  great 
time  last  year  and  I  hope  that  this 
season  will  be  as  much  fun.” 
Caroline  Sullivan  (III)  and  Elaine 
Matthews  (III)  made  huge  contri¬ 
butions  to  varsity  last  year  and  are 
excited  about  the  upcoming  sea¬ 
son.  Juniors  Katie  Dooley  and 
Casey  Leonard  expressed  how  im¬ 
portant  it  will  be  for  the  team  to 
work  together  during  the  upcom¬ 
ing  season.  One  of  the  team  goals 
is  to  make  it  back  into  the  play  offs 
but  overall  the  girls  are  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  working  hard  and  having 
the  best  season  possible.  The  JV 
team  is  also  hoping  to  improve. 
The  spring  promises  to  be  an  ex¬ 
citing  one  and  once  the  warm 
weather  sets  in  the  team  would 
love  to  have  your  support. 


Majoi 

:  League  Baseball  Staff  Picks 

American  League  Champion 

National  League  Champion 

World  Series  Champion 

Jonathan  Krieger 

Oakland  A’s 

Arizona  Diamondbacks 

New  York  Yankees 

Robert  Russell 

New  York  Yankees 

Philadelphia  Phillies 

Arizona  Diamondbacks 

Mitty 

Tampa  Bay  Devil  Rays 

Montreal  Expos 

Bud  Selig  declares  it  a  tie 

Who's  Going  To 
Win  The  World 
Series? 


Kara  Higgins,  I 

The  Red  Sox  because  Derek  Jeter 
is  hurt. 


Red  Sox  will  win  because  they 
have  a  lot  of  depth  off  the  bench; 
their  pitching  staff  is  very  deep. 
They  have  the  money  to  acquire 
players  at  the  trading  deadline. 
Their  whole  season  depends  on 
their  closer  by  committee. 

-  Mike  Ryan,  II 


Devil  Rays,  because  they  have 
Carl  Crawford,  young  talent,  young 
pitching,  and  an  excellent 
manager. 

-  James  McElligott,  IV 


The  Angels.  They  haven’t  lost 
that  much  from  last  year  and 
they  have  the  same  core  of  the 
team. 

-  Liam  McCabe,  III 


I  think  the  Red  Sox  will  be  pretty 
good  this  year,  but  I  think  the 
Yankees  will  win  because  they 
have  enough  money  to  buy 
whatever  they  want. 

-  Noah  Ruggles-Lehman,  V 
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Sports 


Boys 


Bv  Colin  Santangelo,  V 

Contributing  Writer 

Rebuilding  after  a  three  year 
hiatus  from  playoff  participation, 
the  BLS  varsity  tennis  team  is 
about  to  start  a  brand-new  season 
looking  not  only  to  make  it  to  the 
playoffs  for  the  first  time  since 
2000,  but  also  to  improve  the 
younger  members  of  the  team, 
building  a  good  foundation  for  the 
future.  “We’ve  lost  some  of  our 
best  players  to  college,”  says  Ja¬ 
son  Kramer  (III),  “so  now  we’re 
looking  to  improve  and  strengthen 
the  7th  graders  on  our  junior  var¬ 
sity  team.”  Meanwhile,  Darius 
Banani  (II),  a  four-year  veteran  and 
expert  doubles  player,  says  his 
goal  is  “to  set  a  good  example  for 
the  younger  kids,  just  like  the  team 
a  few  years  back  did  for  me.” 

A  tennis  season  usually 
starts  around  the  beginning  of 
April.  Each  season  consists  of  20 
meets.  Meets  are  broken  into  five 
matches  (hence  game,  set, 
match).  Out  of  the  matches,  three 
are  singles  and  two  are  doubles. 
Whoever  wins  the  most  matches 
wins  the  tournament.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  wins  is  added  up  at  the  end 
of  the  season.  If  the  team  has  at 
least  a  .500  record,  the  team  ad 
vances  to  the  playoffs.  Usually 


there  are  around  25  teams  compet¬ 
ing  in  the  playoffs.  This  number  is 
whittled  down  to  two  by  the  playoff’s 
end.  Then  a  final  five  matches  are 
played  and  a  champion  is  decided. 

All  the  doubles  teams  and 
singles  players  are  given  a  desig¬ 
nation:  1 , 2,  or  3.  In  this  instance,  1 
is  the  best,  followed  by  2  and  then 
3.  A  popular  myth  is  that  the  third- 
rated  singles  player,  such  as  David 
Qin,  is  better  than  the  first-rated 
doubles  team.  Darius  Banani, 
though,  says  this  is  untrue.  “Play¬ 
ing  first  doubles  is  just  as  good  as 
playing  first  singles;  it  just  depends 
on  what  type  of  player  you  are. 
Usually  the  best  all-around  players 
get  chosen  for  singles,  while  those 
who  are  the  best  at  communicat¬ 
ing  and  have  the  best  dexterity  and 
agility  usually  play  doubles.”  Also, 
according  to  Kramer,  all  the  play¬ 
ers  get  to  play  in  a  match.  In  fact, 
they  are  needed  to  even  have  a 
chance  at  winning.  If  a  varsity 
player  does  not  show  up,  a  junior 
varsity  team  member  simply  fills  in 
for  him. 

In  the  end,  though,  Banani 
says  only  one  thing  matters;  “It’s  all 
about  having  consistency  and  dedi¬ 
cation  day-to-day,  every  day,  as 
well  as  being  the  best  sportsman 
possible.” 


Boys  Track 
Rounding  the  Bend 


By  James  Barned-Smith, 

IV 

Contributing  Writer 


The  Boys’  Outdoor  Track 
team  did  not  fare  well  last  year.  In 
fact,  with  a  record  that  includes  not 
a  single  win,  one  could  say  that 
they  hardly  ‘fared’  at  all.  No  one  in 
the  squad  was  able  to  tell  your 
correspondent  what  their  record 
was,  but  team  captain  Chris 
Manning  (I)  freely  admits  that  it 
was  “not  very  good.  We  didn’t  win 
a  single  meet.”  When  asked  to 
specify,  he  responded  that  it  was 
“something  like  0-5  or  0-6." 

The  2003  track  season 
promises  to  be  more  successful. 
Coach  Demillo  has  assembled  a 
fine  group  captained  by  Manning 
and  his-two  comrades,  Andrew 
Leone  (II)  and  Jack  Wicker  (I).  All 
three  are  experienced  runners  and 


should  be  able  to  carry  the  team 
throughout  the  spring.  Strong 
performances  are  also  expected 
from  their  supporting  crew, 
including  Brian  Pastore  (II), 
Jonathan  Yee  (II),  and  Kevin  Liu  (I), 
who  make  up  the  main  body  of  the 
Wolfpack.  Finally,  Dan  Andersen 
(III)  and  Peter  Rice  (VI),  who 
Manning  classifies  as  “emerging 
stars,”  add  much-needed  depth  to 
the  team,  which  is  said  to  be 
stronger  than  many  groups  of  the 
past. 

Members  of  Wolfpack 
running  seem  to  agree  that  many 
of  the  difficulties  of  the  2002  season 
have  been  addressed  and  assure 
greater  success  in  2003,  but  at  the 
same  time  it  seems  that  it  would 
be  difficult  to  match  last  year’s 
unsatisfactory  performance.  The 
team  has  hit  rock  bottom,  and  as 
many  before  have  said,  the  only 
way  they  can  go  is  up. 


Girls 


By  Leah  Skahen,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


One  of  the  most  talented 
sports  teams  at  BLS  seems  to  go 
unnoticed;  for  the  past  couple  of 
years  our  very  own  girls  tennis 
team  has  been  wowing  other  DCL 
competitors  with  an  impressive  win¬ 
ning  streak  that  now  stands  at  fifty 
and  counting  spanning  2001  and 
2002. 

This  year’s  season  will  start 
with  tryouts  on  Tuesday,  March 
18th.  As  of  now,  the  varsity  team 
consists  of  Kasia  Preneta  (I),  Sara 
Redd  (I),  Jennifer  Seide  (I),  and 
Ania  Preneta  (III),  with  the  girls 
seeking  new  players  to  replace  the 
three  lost  to  graduation. 

Last  year  the  team  bounced 
around  from  Roxbury  to  the 
Sportsmen’s  Tennis  Club  in 
Dorchester  to  Curry  College  in 
Milton,  with  no  established  practice 
courts.  Their  record  clearly  shows 
that  they  were  unaffected  by  the 
instability;  however,  this  year 
Sportsmen’s  Tennis  Club  is  done 


with  construction  and  the  girls  plan 
on  holding  daily  practices  there, 
coached  by  Paulanne  Kennedy. 

With  a  strong  history  of  vic¬ 
tories,  the  team  is  very  confident 
overall  about  the  upcoming 
matches.  Last  year  Kasia  Preneta 
(I)  was  state  semi-finalist  in  singles, 
Jennifer  Seide  (I)  and  Sara  Redd 
(I)  were  state  champions  in 
doubles,  and  Ania  Preneta  (III)  was 
North  Sectional  semi-finalist  in 
singles.  Sister  Kasia  and  Ania 
have  been  strong  assets  on  the 
court  since  seventh  grade. 

The  three  new  additions  to 
the  varsity  team  will  probably  be 
junior  varsity  players  moving  up, 
but  the  whole  team  is  pretty  small, 
and  they  are  definitely  looking  to 
see  more  youth  on  the  court  -  right 
now  sophomore  Ania  is  the  young¬ 
est  varsity  player. 

We  hope  to  see  another  suc¬ 
cessful  season  from  the  BLS  girls 
tennis  team  -  be  sure  to  read  up 
on  them  again  or  catch  an  exciting 
game  at  the  Sportsmen’s  Tennis 
Club  in  Dorchester. 


Girls  Track  Running  On 


By  Maggie  Jack,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


The  girls’  outdoor  track  team 
is  anticipating  some  exciting  races 
this  year,  as  well  as  some  grueling 
workouts.  The  teams  has  its  share 
of  talented  runners,  so  it  is  easy  to 
predict  that  there  will  be  some  awe¬ 
inspiring  individual  wins.  However, 
the  bulk  of  the  team  is  in  classes 
V- III,  so  there  is  a  lack  of 
experience  and  strength  of  older 
runners,  which  will  contribute  to 
difficulty  in  winning  meets  overall. 


Shawna  Sinnott  (IV)  explains, 
“While  most  of  our  runners  are 
young,  there  is  a  lot  of  potential  and 
talent,  and  we  should  do  well  in  the 
future  as  we  grow  together  as  a 
team.” 

Captains  Liz  Tricco  (II)  and 
Annie  Roddy  (I)  set  good  examples, 
especially  in  their  dedication.  One 
of  their  goals  this  season  is  to 
improve  the  team’s  attitude  toward 
coming  to  practice  every  day  and 
working  hard  in  practice.  Other 
veteran  runners  who  the  fans  are 
looking  forward  to  watching  are 
Shawna  Sinnott  (IV),  who  state 


qualified  for  the  mile  in  her  last  race 
during  indoor  track,  Cecilia  Wong 
(IV),  who  is  returning  from  an  injury, 
and  Brittany  Canniff  (III),  who  has 
shown  talent  in  long  sprints.  Mercy 
Imaheribo  (III),  gives  the  team  new 
hope  in  shotput. 

The  spring  season  marks 
the  last  one  with  the  coaching  of 
Ms.  Denise  Pritchard.  Her  gusto 
and  care  will  be  greatly  missed. 
This  season  is  being  founded  with 
hope  and  enthusiasm,  which  with 
some  luck  will  continue  through  the 
spring. 


Why  we  have  no  Lacrosse 


By  Kerry  Sullivan,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


Lacrosse  is  considered  the 
first  truly  American  sport,  so  why 
isn’t  it  part  of  the  sports  department 
at  the  nation’s  oldest  high  school? 
Almost  75,000  students  played  la¬ 
crosse  in  high  school  in  2001,  but 
the  Wolfpack  has  never  fielded  a 
squad.  With  2,200  acres  of  playing 
fields  in  Boston,  one  would  think 
that  there  is  enough  space  for  two 
groups  of  roughly  twenty  lacrosse 
players  to  practice  every  day.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  that’s  not  the  case. 
There  are  so  many  activities  tak¬ 
ing  place  in  Boston  that  there  is  no 


space  near  Latin  School  for  two  la¬ 
crosse  teams  to  use. 

Jessica  Grace  (II)  has  played 
lacrosse  outside  of  school  for  four 
years.  She  attempted  to  start  a  la¬ 
crosse  team,  but  the  proposal  was 
turned  down  because  of  the  lack  of 
space  and  interest.  It  takes  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  twelve  players  to  field  a  girls 
lacrosse  team,  preferably  twenty. 
“Getting  enough  people  interested 
who  actually  have  talent  and  will 
commit  to  the  team  is  the  biggest 
challenge,”  said  Grace.  With  the 
monsoon  of  spring  sports  available 
at  school  and  in  Boston’s  neighbor¬ 
hoods,  many  students  are  hesitant 
to  pick  up  a  new  sport  like  lacrosse 
when  they  can  continue  with  their 


old  standbys  of,  soccer,  softball, 
track,  etc. 

Like  Jessica,  several  stu¬ 
dents  have  found  club  teams  to 
play  for.  With  the  recent  budget 
cutbacks,  the  probability  of  watch¬ 
ing  a  Latin  lacrosse  game  is  slim¬ 
mer  now  than  ever.  Jessica,  a 
“townie,”  has  found  a  spot  on  the 
Charlestown  High  School  squad 
as  their  goalie.  Not  every  aspiring 
lacrosse  player  at  Latin  can  do  this, 
but  there  are  spring  leagues,  sum¬ 
mer  camps,  and  clinics  readily 
available.  Interested  athletes  can 
check  out  www.nelax.org  for  more 
information  on  local  programs. 


Sport  or  not  a  sport  quotes:  Curling 


Not  a  Sport 

“Pushing  a  ball  on  a  greasy 
floor  by  vigorously 
scrubbing  the  floor  is  not  a 
sport,  though  curling  one’s 
hair  is  definitely  a  physical 
sport.  Imagine  the  exertion 
that  goes  into  that.” 

-Minh  Nguyen.  I 

Sport 

“Yes!  Everything  in 
Canada  is  a  sport!” 

-Theresa  Leach,  Ill 


Sport 

“Curling  is  definitely  a 
sport.  It  is  undoubtedly  the 
coolest  sport  played. 

Ever.” 

-Stephen  Scapicchio,  I 


Not  a  Sport 

“What’s  curling  anyway?” 
-Lakia  Prince.  Ill 


Not  a  Sport 

“No,  Canadians  aren’t  that 
smart  to  think  of  a  sport. 
Although...  it  does 
combine  sweeping  and 
shuffle  board...” 

-Patrick  Boccuzzi,  I 


Sport 

“It's  a  sport.  Canadians 
invented  it  for  Americans 
that  like  ice  but  suck  at 
hockey.” 

-Daniel  Lopes,  I 
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Farewell  Latin... 


At  last  we,  the  class  of 
2003,  are  about  to  embark  upon 
the  next  great  adventure  of  our 
lives.  But  before  I  go  I  have  to 
look  at  what  I  love  and  hate  about 
the  place  where  I’ve  spent  the 
last  six  years  of  my  life,  Boston 
Latin  School. 

Latin  is  a  community  of 
people:  administration,  faculty, 
staff,  students,  parents,  and  al¬ 
ums  with  the  sole  mission  of  edu¬ 
cating  the  future  leaders  of 
America  and  instilling  in  them  a 
strong  moral  compass.  Without 
each  of  these  groups  and  with¬ 
out  cooperation  between  them 
Latin  would  simply  be  unable  to 
complete  its  mission.  However 
these  groups  do  not  always  func¬ 
tion  as  effectively  together  as 
they  could.  Often  the  different 
groups  do  not  communicate  very 
well,  or  more  importantly,  bring 
past  resentments,  false  percep¬ 
tions,  long-standing  grudges  and 
different  goals  to  their  interac¬ 
tions.  Many  times  what  is  best  for 
all  the  students  is  lost  in  the 
squabbles  between  the  different 
groups. 

For  example,  in  the  quest 
to  maintain  BLS’s  preeminence 
and  reputation,  some  of  these 
groups  place  entirely  too  much 
emphasis  on  grades,  without  cul¬ 
tivating  integrity  and  a  love  of 
learning.  Little  attention  is  paid  to 


the  major  portion  of  the  student 
body,  all  of  whom  by  virtue  of  their 
entrance  to  BLS  are  capable  of 
significant  intellectual  achieve¬ 
ment.  This  situation  exists  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  our  faculty  is  rich 
with  outstanding  teachers,  who 
love  learning  and  want  to  teach. 

Through  all  this,  though,  I 
have  met  many  who  have  kept 
the  mission  of  the  school  in  mind 
and  have  done  their  best  to  fulfill 
it.  They  receive  little  recognition 
not  due  to  the  quality  of  their 
work,  which  is  excellent,  but  be¬ 
cause  of  disagreements  with  the 
other  members  of  the  community 
at  Latin.  One  of  these  people  is 
Mr.  Robert  Waldron  an  excellent 
English  teacher  and  one  who  has 
been  my  instructor  over  the  years 
at  BLS.  Mr.  Waldron  taught  us 
poetry  and  how  to  analyze  it,  not 
merely  to  be  able  to  pick  out  the 
structure,  but  to  seek  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  poem.  I  shall  forever 
remember  Mr.  Waldron  exhorting 
us  to  “go  more  deeply”.  One 
thing  I  have  learned  here  is  to 
appreciate  the  differences 
among  the  many  people  in  the 
Latin  community  as  I  strive  to 
make  a  difference  in  the  world. 
As  a  result  I  have  learned  a  lot 
and  been  pleasantly  surprised  a 
few  times. 

The  Argo  as  many  of  you 
may  know  has  played  a  huge  role 
in  my  life  both  in  and  out  of  Latin 
school.  I  started  working  on  the 
Argo  sixie  year  as  a  general 
staffer.  Every  year  since  then  I’ve 
moved  up  the  ranks  until  I  be¬ 


came  Editor.  Over  the  last  six 
years,  upperclassmen  on  the 
Argo  have  been  my  mentors,  and 
become  friends.  I  have  made 
friends  and  worked  with  some  of 
the  best  people  I  know.  The  Argo 
helped  to  reinforce  the  idea  of 
teamwork  and  a  need  for  that  all 
important  sense  of  community  at 
Latin.  Last  year  as  Assistant  Edi¬ 
tor,  I  created  the  Argo’s  Mission 
Statement,  which  spells  out  the 
intent  to  provide  a  forum  for  con¬ 
structive  debate,  and  to  foster 
understanding  among  our  com¬ 
munity.  My  initiation  of  the  Edito¬ 
rial  and  Op-Ed  page  is  a  first  step. 
This  year  we  published  or  re¬ 
ceived  submissions  of  approxi¬ 
mately  twenty  Op-Eds.  Given  the 
size  and  caliber  of  our  student 
body,  there  should  be  many 
more. 

It  has  not  been  an  easy 
road  as  Editor,  having  to  manage 
a  staff  of  over  30  students  from 
all  grade  levels  and  of  varying 
personalities.  That  in  of  itself  is  a 
formidable  task,  but  coupled  with 
the  decision  to  add  such  things 
as  an  Editorial  and  Op-ed  page 
made  it  even  more  challenging.  I 
learned  many  lessons  from  the 
Argo  this  year,  among  them:  that 
people  don’t  like  change  and  are 
sometimes  afraid  to  innovate; 
that  being  in  charge  means  you 
can  listen  to  others’  advice,  but 
at  the  end  of  the  day  you  must 
make  the  decision  yourself;  you 
cannot  let  others  put  undue  pres¬ 
sure  on  you.  I  must  thank  those 
who  helped  to  make  this  year’s 


Argo  fun,  and  worked  towards 
the  vision  that  I  had  for  the  Argo: 
the  Production  Departments 
(Layout  &  Copyediting),  the  ex¬ 
cellent  photos  and  graphics  done 
by  James  and  Robert,  and  Joe; 
the  staff  of  the  Editorial  page. 
Though  you  may  love  him  or  hate 
him  I  must  thank  Mr.  Malcolm 
Flynn  for  being  extremely  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  Argo.  It  is  rare  that 
you  see  the  advisor  of  a  club 
staying  until  10  or  11pm  on  ev¬ 
ery  Final  Friday  or  helping  to  cut 
and  bundle  carnations  for  a 
fundraising  event.  To  Jon  for 
single  handedly  editing  the  Sport 
section.  To  the  A&  E  staff  for  put¬ 
ting  together  an  excellent  section 
the  last  two  issues.  Lastly,  to  the 
entire  Argo  staff  for  their  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  Argo  this  year. 

Oh,  one  more  thing  before 
I  go.  On  pages  12  and  13  you 
will  notice  the  Senior  Spotlights. 
In  the  past  teachers  had  helped 
to  select  the  spotlights.  This  year 
I  decided  to  take  another  small 
step  to  bring  our  grade  together. 
The  Argo  randomly  selected  22 
seniors  out  of  a  class  of  337,  two 
from  each  homeroom,  and  spot¬ 
lighted  them.  Hopefully,  you  will 
learn  something  about  one  of 
these  people  that  you  did  not 
know  before. 

So  now... I  must  finally  go... I 
wish  all  of  you  the  best  in  the  fu¬ 
ture  and  in  whatever  endeavors 
you  undertake.  May  we  meet 
again  someday.  Goodbye. 

-  Johnny 
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The  Argo  strives,  in  accordance  with  the  highest  standards  of 
journalism,  to  inform  and  inspire  its  readers,  to  provide  a  forum 
for  constructive  debate,  and  to  foster  understanding  among 
all  members  of  the  Boston  Latin  School  community. 


1994  First  Place 
Winner  of  New 
England  Scholastic 
Press  Association 
Competition 

1996  Third  Place 
Winner  of  Suffolk 
University  High 
School  Journalism 
Competition 

1996  New  England 
Scholastic  Press 
Association  Superior 
Achievement  Award 


1997  New  England 
Scholastic  Press 

Association  Superior 
Achievement  Award 

1998  New  England 
Scholastic  Press 

Association  Superior 
Achievement  Award 

COVER  COLLAGE 
BY  JOE  GRAHAM-FELSEN,  I. 


Issue  III  Erratum:  Glen  Ryan, 
I  was  misquoted  on  Page 
Seven  in  the  Fall  Sport  wrap- 
up.  He  said  “home  field” 
rather  than  “home  team”. 
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-  News 

BPS:  For  Residents  Only 


By  John  B.  Greene,  I 

Editor-in-Chief 

It  doesn’t  cost  much  to  re¬ 
ceive  an  education  in  Boston. 
There  is  no  tuition,  books  are  pro¬ 
vided,  and  the  only  requirement 
is  that  one  must  be  a  resident  of 
the  city  of  Boston.  This  require¬ 
ment  makes  sense,  because 
Boston  Public  Schools  are  sup¬ 
ported  by  property  taxes  levied 
on  the  residents  of  the  city.  So 
Boston  residents  should  be  the 
only  ones  to  reap  the  benefits.  As 
Rosemary  Powers  says  “Boston 
schools  for  Boston  residents.” 
Ms.  Powers  is  a  BLS  parent  and 
Chairperson  of  Save  Our  City,  a 
citizen’s  advocacy  group  that  fo¬ 
cuses  on  Boston’s  Residency 
Law  as  it  applies  to  public  em¬ 
ployees.  She  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Boston  Residency  Com¬ 
mission,  the  official  city  board  that 
oversees  residency  issues. 
There  are  those  however,  who  for 
one  reason  or  another  do  not  see 
it  this  way  and  lie  about  their  resi¬ 
dence  in  order  to  send  their  child 
to  a  Boston  Public  School. 

Falsification  of  residency 
garners  little  attention  at  a  time 
when  some  believe  it  is  reaching 
epidemic  proportions.  It  affects 
not  only  the  exam  schools  (BLS, 
BLA,  and  the  O’Bryant),  but  also 
all  programs  of  the  BPS  from  kin¬ 
dergarten  to  high  schools.  The 
residency  problem  is  more  acute 
in  the  exam  schools  than  in  the 
rest  of  the  system  because  they 
are  considered  better  schools.  A 
comparable  education  at  a  pri¬ 
vate  school  costs  thousands  of 


dollars  a  year.  The  impact  falls 
not  just  on  Boston  residents  who 
may  be  deprived  of  a  seat,  but 
on  the  non-resident  student 
themselves  who  must  live  with 
the  deception.  As  Eleanor  Adams 
of  the  BPS  Department  of  Imple¬ 
mentation,  Court  Street,  says 
“One  sad  effect  of  a  non-resident 
attending  an  exam  school  is  get¬ 
ting  caught  and  having  to  leave 
school  immediately;  that  must  be 
a  terrible  and  embarrassing  situ¬ 
ation  for  a  student  to  go 


through...!  also  feel  it  is  highly 
unethical  for  parents  to  teach 
their  children  to  lie.” 

One  cause  of  the  problem 
lies  with  the  entrance  exam  pro¬ 
cess.  Prospective  students  do 
not  have  to  live  in  the  city  to  take 
the  entrance  exam.  Sources 
within  the  BPS  have  estimated 
that  each  year  as  many  as  50-60 
non-residents  are  invited  to  at¬ 


tend  one  of  the  three  exams 
schools  based  upon  their  score 
on  the  entrance  exam.  Non-resi¬ 
dents  have  until  July  31st  of  the 
year  they  are  to  start  school  to 
move  into  the  city  of  Boston. 
Originally  the  intent  of  this  policy 
was  to  accommodate  families 
who  were  planning  to  move  into 
the  city  of  Boston.  However,  the 
policy  invites  abuse,  and  there 
are  those  who  would  agree  with 
Jim  Montague,  Program  Director 
of  Student  Support  Services  at 


BLS  saying,  “I  don’t  think  stu¬ 
dents  who  live  outside  Boston 
should  be  allowed  to  take  the 
entrance  exam.” 

Two  proofs  of  residency 
are  required  in  order  to  verify  that 
a  student  lives  in  the  city.  These 
proofs  can  be  utility  bills,  car  reg¬ 
istration,  or  voter  registration. 
Some  families  provide  false  ad¬ 
dresses  in  order  to  have  a  stu¬ 


dent  accepted  into  the  BPS. 

The  system  in  place  for 
investigating  the  residency  of  a 
student  involves  both  the  schools 
and  the  Department  of  Imple¬ 
mentation  at  Court  Street.  An  in¬ 
vestigation  can  start  in  a  number 
of  ways.  At  BLS  if  a  question  of 
residency  arises  Philip 
Haberstroh,  an  Assistant  Head 
Master,  and  John  Bunker,  an  As¬ 
sistant  Registrar,  become  in¬ 
volved.  A  letter  is  sent  out  to  verify 
the  address.  If  it  comes  back  “Re¬ 


turn  to  Sender”  Shirley  Burke  and 
Eleanor  Adams  at  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Implementation  are 
alerted.  An  attendance  officer  is 
then  sent  out  to  the  address  to 
investigate. 

Students  found  to  be  non¬ 
residents  are  forced  to  leave  the 
BPS  system.  Their  family  can  be 
billed  tuition  by  the  School  De¬ 
partment,  but  this  rarely  happens. 


According  to  Ms.  Burke,  last  year 
about  eight  students  were  dis¬ 
charged  from  BLS  for  lack  of  resi¬ 
dency,  as  were  several  of  their 
siblings  from  other  BPS  schools. 

Everyone  interviewed  for 
this  article,  both  on  the  local  and 
system  wide  level,  noted  that  the 
enforcement  of  the  residency 
policy  is  ineffective.  There  has 
been  an  increase  of  non-resident 
applicants.  Attendance  officers 
investigate  residency  issues  but 
are  also  tasked  with  investigat¬ 
ing  truancy.  Also  there  are  not 
enough  attendance  officers  to 
handle  the  casesloads  thus  com¬ 
pounding  the  problem. 

In  response  to  this  Super¬ 
intendent  Thomas  Payzant  has 
approved  a  new  method  for  the 
verification  of  residency.  This  pro¬ 
cess  requires  a  parent  to  sign  a 
notarized  affidavit  stating  that 
they  reside  in  the  city  of  Boston. 
This  would  allow  the  School  De¬ 
partment  to  take  legal  action 
against  those  found  to  be  falsify¬ 
ing  residency.  Ms.  Powers  com¬ 
mented,  “Affidavits  are  a  very 
good  first  step.  But — if  there  is  no 
further  investigation,  or  no  follow¬ 
up,  they  will  not  be  enough”.  The 
need  for  resources  to  do  the  fol¬ 
low-up  was  noted  by  Claire 
O'Connor,  an  administrative  as¬ 
sistant  at  BLS,  “I  would  suggest 
the  city  hire  a  retired  Boston  Po¬ 
lice  officer  to  do  the 
investigating... We  need  some¬ 
one  full  time  to  investigate  [resi¬ 
dency]”. 


Habitat  For  Humanity  BAGLY  Prom 


By  Meredith  Garry,  II 

Assistant  News  Editor 

Any  seasoned  Simpsons 
or  King  of  the  Hill  aficionado 
knows  about  Habitat  for  Human¬ 
ity.  The  charity  has  been  around 
since  1965,  when  Clarence  Jor¬ 
dan,  Millard,  and  Linda  Fuller 
began  the  Fund  for  Humanity  as 
a  sort  of  cooperative  between 
potential  homeowners  and  volun¬ 
teers.  The  idea  was  born  while 
the  Fullers  were  visiting  Jordan’s 
farming  community  in  Georgia. 
The  three  worked  to  develop  a 
concept  called  “partnership  hous¬ 
ing”,  which  the  Habitat  website 
defines  as  “when  those  in  need 
of  adequate  shelter  would  work 
side-by-side  with  volunteers  to 
make  simple,  decent,  affordable 
housing.” 

The  most  important  aspect 
of  Habitat  is  the  fact  that  there  is 
no  interest  charged  on  the 
homes,  which  are  not  built  for 


profit.  Homeowners’  monetary 
payments  (“sweat  equity,”  or 
physical  labor,  is  also  required) 
fund  the  construction  of  more 
homes.  In  1976,  the  Fund  for 
Humanity  was  renamed  Habitat 
for  Humanity  International.  Hab¬ 
itat  continues  to  work  here  in  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  abroad, 
and  has  built  over  125,000 
homes  in  3,000  communities. 

Luckily  for  BLS  students,  a 
campus  chapter  is  in  the  works. 
A  campus  chapter  is  a  student- 
run,  student-led  organization. 
Originally,  the  chapter  was  hop¬ 
ing  to  have  Ms.  Carpenter  as  a 
faculty  advisor,  but  due  to  her 
relocation  Mr.  Aversa  will  be  mak¬ 
ing  a  post-retirement  appearanc¬ 
es  at  BLS  to  act  as  the  advisor. 
After  much  anticipation,  a  kick¬ 
off  day  is  set  for  Sunday,  June 
22nd.  A  group  of  BLS  students 
and  parents  will  be  heading  over 
to  work  on  a  build  site  for  the  day. 
Hopefully  by  the  beginning  of 


next  year,  the  campus  chapter 
will  be  officially  recognized  as  an 
associate  of  Habitat  and  BLS  stu¬ 
dents  will  be  able  to  take  a  full¬ 
time  active  role  in  the  organiza¬ 
tion. 

The  three  main  duties  of  a 
campus  chapter  are  raising 
awareness  about  affordable 
housing,  raising  funds  for  Habi¬ 
tat’s  work,  and  occasionally  on¬ 
site  building.  Though  legal  mem¬ 
bers  must  be  16  years  of  age  to 
work  on-site,  the  chapter  wel¬ 
comes  members  of  all  ages  to 
help  with  fundraising  and  other 
organizational  jobs  related  to  the 
chapter.  Though  the  application 
process  is  not  yet  complete,  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  can  look  forward  to  hav¬ 
ing  a  new  activity  for  next  year. 

Want  more  information? 
Check  out  www.habitat.org  or 
contact  Meredith  Garry  in  home¬ 
room  117. 


By  Ariane  Williams,  II 

Staff  Writer 

Pounding  music.  Flashing 
lights.  Rhythmically  moving 
couples. 

The  BAGLY  Prom  is  here 
again. 

For  some,  even  the  name 
BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Youth)  is  enough  to 
give  City  Hall  a  wide  berth  on  the 
night  of  the  annual  event — this 
year  on  May  1 7th.  To  those  dedi¬ 
cated  BAGLY  enthusiasts  of  the 
Boston  area  who  attend  the  prom 
every  year,  however,  it  is  a 
chance  to  dress  in  your  craziest 
clothing,  be  it  vinyl  plaid  or  the 
ever-popular  studded  dog  collar 
and  chains,  and  spend  a  safe  but 
wild  evening  dancing  and  having 
fun.  You  don’t  need  to  be  gay, 
lesbian  or  transgender  to  feel 
comfortable  either — anyone  un¬ 
der  21  is  welcome. 

“I  enjoy  working  with  and 


getting  to  know  a  more  diverse 
group  of  youth  than  is  repre¬ 
sented  by  the  Boston  Latin 
School  population,”  says  Joni 
Dames  (II),  a  member  of  the 
BAGLY  Steering  Committee  and 
the  affiliated  group  HEARRT 
(Health  Education  Risk  Reduc¬ 
tion  Team). 

Although  no  sexual  activity 
of  any  kind  is  allowed  at  the  prom 
or  other  BAGLY  events,  condoms 
and  safe  sex  aids  are  given  out 
as  people  leave.  Adds  Joni,  “Over 
a  thousand  people  come  to  the 
prom,  and  since  part  of  what 
BAGLY  does  is  outreach  about 
STDs  and  safer  sex,  we’re  mak¬ 
ing  a  much  bigger  impact  than  we 
would  otherwise.” 

Regardless  of  what  goes 
on  afterwards,  the  prom  lets  Bos¬ 
ton  kids  cut  loose  in  a  friendly 
environment.  It's  also  an  invalu¬ 
able  opportunity  to  be  serenaded 
by  topless  drag  queens. 


On  June  3rd  the  BLS 
Community  gathered  at  a 
Memorial  Sendee  for  Class 
VB  student  Danqing  Fan, 
who  was  killed  in  a  tragic  car 
accident  Easter  Sunday. 
Sponsored  by  the  Asian 
Parents'  Association  and  the 
Guidance  Department, 
attendees  expressed  their 
sympathy  to  her  parents. 
Fang  Zhang  and  Zusen  Fan 
and  collected  donations  in 
her  memory. 


Congratulations  to 
Courtney  Cartnas, 
‘BLS  Cfass  of  2003! 
Love,  your  family 


CONGRATULATIONS 
TO  MY  FORMER 
FIFTH  GRADERS  AT 
THE  JOSIAH 
QUINCY  SCHOOL. 
THANK  YOU  FOR 
THE  PRIVILEGE  OF 
HAVING  BEEN 
YOUR  TEACHER. 
BEST  WISHES  IN 
THE  FUTURE. 

-  JOE  HOWARD 
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Seniors:  An  Underclassman's  Observations 


ByAshlyn  Garry,  IV 

Staff  Writer 

There  are  different 
perceptions  of  seniors  in  the  BLS 
student  community:  they  are 
“awesome,”  says  Jimmy  Sun  (I), 
“lucky,”  says  Katelyn  Cusack  (IV) 
,  “all  right,”  says  Mark  Duhaime 
(III)  and  “they  rock  for  staying  so 
long,”  says  Karyn  Aiello  (II). 
Nadia  D’Artista  (I)  even  went  so 
far  as  to  say  “I  love  them, 
because  I  am  one!”  If  younger 
students  were  asked  to  walk  into 
a  room  full  of  seniors,  most  would 
stop  outside  the  door  to  smooth 
their  clothes  and  hair  and  then 
take  a  deep  breath.  Students 
aren’t  exactly  afraid  of  seniors, 
but  seniors  are  the  oldest 
students  in  the  school.  It  is 
generally  thought  that  they  are 
mature  and  “cool,”  according  to 
Sarah  Bunker  (VI),  and  that  they 
want  nothing  to  do  with  the 
immature  children. 

Underclassmen  can  tell  what  is 
going  on  in  senior  life  from  the 
appearance  of  the  senior  corridor 
on  the  left  side  of  the  first  floor. 

From  September  to  late 
March,  the  senior  corridor  was  in 
a  frenzied  condition.  One  could 
practically  smell  the  stress  of 
applying  to  college.  Some  spent 
weeks  giving  their  college 
applications  the  final  finishing 
and  perfecting  touches.  The 


seniors’  faces  were  full  of  worries 
and  they  were  constantly  asking 
themselves,  “What  if  I  don’t  get 
into  BU/NYU/Stanford?  What  if  I 
don’t  get  in  ANYWHERE?” 
Constant  comparison  of  SAT 
scores  and 
extracurricular 
activities 
dominated 
conversations 
for  months. 

Many  dollars 
were  spent  on 
books  and 
magazines 
that  rate  top 
colleges. 

Hours  were 
spent  calling 
contacts  at  the 
college  of 
choice  of  any 
particular 
student,  trying 
to  give  his  or 
her  application 
a  face.  It  was  a 
tense  period  as 
students  who 
desperately  needed  community 
service  hours  scrambled  to  finish. 
Some  students  who  had  already 
completed  their  hours  simply  cut 
off  their  responsibilities  and  ties 
to  the  places  where  they  had 
volunteered  because  more  than 
one  hundred  hours  wasn’t 
required.  The  pressure  built  until 


the  beginning  of  April,  when  the 
accepting/rejecting,  yes/no,  you 
are/you  aren’t,  pass/fail  letters 
came  into  the  mailbox. 

After  that,  the  corridor  was 
in  a  haze.  People  walked  and 
talked  slowly,  with  pensive 


looks  on  their  faces.  They  were 
asking  themselves  “Harvard  or 
Yale?  BU  or  BC?  New  York  City 
or  Boston?  East  Coast  or  West?” 
Whether  they  realized  it  or  not, 
those  direct  questions  were  (and 
are)  going  to  affect  the  rest  of 
their  lives.  The  Wall  of  Shame 
and  the  Wall  of  Fame  were 


posted.  Little  bits  of  people’s  lives 
were  on  the  wall.  To  the 
underclassmen,  it  all  seemed  so 
far  away.  While  the  seniors  were 
struggling  to  decide  what  to  do 
for  the  rest  of  their  lives,  they 
were  deciding  what  to  do  over  the 
weekend.  Then, 
near  the  beginning 
of  May,  decisions 
had  to  be  made. 

Soon  after 
that,  the  seniors 
realized:  “Hey! 

We’re  in  college 
now!  Good-bye  high 
school!”The  corridor 
became  loud, 
rambunctious  and 
lively.  Teachers  gave 
the  seniors  some 
slack  and  “senioritis” 
set  in.  Seniors 
began  to  wonder 
why  they  should 
have  to  work  when 
they  were  essentially 
done  with  high 
school.  Younger 
students  have 
contrasting  views  of  this  new 
short  attention  span.  Thomas 
Klein  (IV)  thinks  the  seniors 
“deserve  to  stop  working  -  they 
have  already  suffered  for  six 
years.”  But  Elizabeth  Finlayson 
(IV)  feels  that  “some  [seniors] 
have  classes  with 
underclassmen  and  it  is  unfair  of 


them  to  not  be  expected  to  do  the 
work  assigned  to  all.”  Instead  of 
being  focused  on  schoolwork, 
they  wanted  their  senior 
privileges.  In  the  midst  of  college 
applications,  those  privileges  had 
been  forgotten.  They  wanted 
their  senior  lounge  and  to  leave 
early  or  come  in  late  if  they  had 
free  periods.  They  wanted  to  go 
off-campus  for  lunch.  They 
wanted  to  be  free!  They  were 
ready  to  leave  high  school 
behind. 

Now,  the  corridor  is  quiet 
and  emotional.  Seniors  have 
come  to  the  point  where  they 
have  finally  realized  that  they  are 
going  to  be  leaving  BLS  in  a  few 
short  days  -  forever.  But  BLS  will 
never  leave  them.  Memories  and 
friendships  will  never  be 
forgotten,  whether  or  not  people 
go  to  the  same  colleges. 

Underclassmen  notice  all 
these  things  that  happen  to  the 
seniors  during  the  course  of  the 
school  year.  They  call  the  seniors 
lucky  because  they  are  leaving 
BLS  and  will  be  free  of  some  of 
high  school’s  more  trivial 
experiences.  The  seniors  call  the 
younger  students  lucky,  however, 
for  if  the  seniors  had  to  do  it  all 
over  again,  they  would.  They 
advise  the  underclassmen  to 
cherish  every  minute,  because  it 
will  be  over  before  they  even 
realize  it. 


Footing  the  Bills 


By  Mary  Hong,  IV 

Contributing  Writer 

It’s  graduation  time  and 
final  decisions  have  come  and 
gone  for  college-bound  seniors, 
along  with  the  influx  of  money. 
With  current  stock  drops,  layoffs 
and  inflation  affecting  families 
nationally,  the  headache  of  how 
to  pay  for  college  has  become  a 
severe  migraine. 

1999-2000  academic 
year  statistics  show  the  average 
student  budget  (tuition,  room/ 
board,  supplies)  spanning  $9,000 
-  $40,000  or  more,  depending  on 
the  school  being  public,  private, 
or  a  two-year  vs.  four-year.  Daisy 
Chui  (I),  accepted  by  Harvard 
(tagged  at  $40,000),  states  the 
obvious:  “It’s  a  lot  of  money.. .and 
it’s  only  going  to  get  worse.” 
Since  recent  budget  cuts,  many 
colleges  have  raised  tuition  and 
cut  aid — a  trend  not  unlike  that 
of  the  last  fifteen  years  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  BLS  College  Hand¬ 
book.  Don’t  panic,  however; 
there  is  help  thanks  to  financial 
aid,  which  provided  nearly  $89 
billion  to  support  half  of  all  col¬ 
lege  students  in  2001-2002. 

Definitively,  financial  aid 
is  any  kind  of  monetary  assis¬ 
tance  givenjc  \yard  paying  for 
college  agjpPSImfeb  in  four  ma¬ 
jor  forms,  usjjallyln  packages: 
grants,  loid^lwork-studies  and 
scholarships  generally  provided 
by  the  federattpverkment,  insti¬ 
tution,  atote  cl  pr  vata  organiza¬ 
tions.  A^^cafci^nails  filing  the 
Free  App^BHmor  Federal  Stu¬ 
dent  Aid  (FAPSA)  form,  and/or 
the  CSS  PROFILE  if  one  attends 
a  private  institution,  both  of  which 


anal^^and  determine  financial 
need  according  to  familial  assets. 
Students  with  jobs  and  personal 
savings  are  asked  to  contribute, 
though  for  most,  expenses  are 
paid  by  parents. 

■  If  Many  federal  grants 
based  on  heed  are  available, 
especially  for  low-income  fami- 
ies  (PELL, 


Of  three  seniors  inter¬ 
viewed  by  the  Argo ,  all  plan  to 
work  to  pay  for  college  expenses. 
Of  the  many  job  opportunities 
available,  only  federal  work- 
study,  which  provides  part-time 
jobs  on-campus,  is  considered 
financial  aid.  Last  year,  over 
990,000  students  attending 


I 

S  E  O  G  , 

LEAP,  etc.), 
but  institu¬ 
tional  grants 
vary  de¬ 
pending  on 
size  and 
funding. 

Grants,  con¬ 
sidered  gifts 
or  “free 
money”, 
need  not  be 
repaid. 

Al¬ 
though  loans 
must  be  re¬ 
paid,  they 
generally 
have  low  in¬ 
terest  rates 
from  5  per¬ 
cent  to  9  per¬ 
cent.  For 
students, 
there  are  the 
subsidized 
loans,  for 
which  the  in¬ 
terest  is  paid 
for  by  the  government,  or 
unsubsidized  Stafford  loans,  for 
which  interest  must  be  paid. 
Other  major  loan  programs  in¬ 
clude  PLUS  loans  for  parents 
and  the  FCC-funded  Perkins 
Loan  Program. 


Senior  Costs 

First  Prom  Payment  -  $48  ($5 
late  fee) 

Second  Prom  Payment  -  $48  ($5 
late  fee) 

Senior  Sweatshirt  -  $45 
First  Yearbook  Payment  -  $45 
Second  Yearbook  Payment  -  $45 
Name  on  cover  of  yearbook  -$5 
Red  Sox  Game  Ticket  -  $15 
Cap  and  Gown  -  $55 
Class  Picture  -  $10 
Senior  Portraits  -  $100  (avg.) 

Class  Ring  -  $100  (avg.) 

Total:  $516  (avg.) 

Always  Late?:  $521 
The  bare  minimum:  $55  for  cap 
and  gown 


set  by  the  school  -  while  school 
is  in  session.  And  of  course,  one 
can  opt  for  a  real  job. 

Another  form  of  financial 
aid  is  the  large  number  of  schol¬ 
arships  available  for  students 
who  qualify,  though  “meeting  the 
deadline  is  very  important,  since 
some  have  early  deadlines ...  and 

some 
students 
start 
search¬ 
ing  too 
late,” 
says 
counse¬ 
lor  Ms. 
Sylvester. 
E  x  - 
amples 
of  well- 
known 
scholar- 
ships 
are  the 
National 
Merit 
Scholar¬ 
ship,  eli¬ 
gible  for 
high 
scorers 
on  the 
PS  AT, 
and  the 
Stanley 
Z. 


3,900  institutions  participated 
and  over  $1.2  billion  of  aid  was 
given,  75  percent  by  the  federal 
government.  Other  employment 
options  include  cooperative  pro¬ 
grams  with  internships  -  in  which 
specific  time-blocks  of  work  are 


for  high  SAT  II  and  MCAS 
If  one  searches,  there  are' 
arships  for  everything  from  at 
letics,  academics,  vocati 
tural-specifics,  to  comp 
such  as  Prize  Declamatioi 
these  types  will  be  present 


here  at  BLS  on  June 
at  Prize  Night 
only  event”  (a 
Carroll)  devot^ 
ing  seniors  witl 
merit  or  need, 
over  half  a  m 
vided  by  the 
ciation,  Home 
(from  Music  Night  pn 


this  year 
tion- 
r.  Bill 
knowledg¬ 
es  for 
alone, 
rs  pro- 
sso- 
ciation 
eeds)  and 


private  donors  were  distributed. 

Unfortunately,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  current  financial  at¬ 
mosphere,  the  cost  of  college 
impacted  final  decisions  more 
this  year,  as  some  students  found 
the  price  of  their  dream-schools 
too  high,  even  with  aid.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Wall  Street  Journal 
“many  are  opting  for  the  [school] 
that  charges  the  lowest 
tuition. ..[rather  than]  gravitating 
to  the  most  prestigious  school.” 
So  when  Andrew  Freeman  (I), 
who  will  attend  UMASS  Amherst, 
joked  during  an  interview  that  he 
was  “a  snob  who’s  not  going  to  a 
snobby  school,”  the  implied  situ¬ 
ation  is  in  actuality  a  reality  for 
many  others.  The  only  upside  is 
that,  ironically,  larger  financial  aid 
packages  are  provided  by  some 
schools  to  attract  applicants  and 
counteract  the  rising  fees  in  oth¬ 
ers. 

Overall,  the  sentiment  of 
“apply  early  for  financial  aid“  is 
uch  repeated.  As  a  last  word, 
od  luck  to  all,  with  some  sage 
vice  from  HanaYoo  (I):  “appeal 
our  package  if  they  [the  finan- 
I  aid  committee]  don’t  give 
ugh.” 
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Students  Walk 
for  Hunger 


By  Ariane  Williams,  II 

Staff  Writer 


To  those  who  have  never 
done  it,  twenty  miles  may  seem 
like  a  long  way  to  walk.  To  those 
who  have  done  it,  it  is. 

However,  this  didn’t  deter 
the  thousands  of  volunteers,  vet¬ 
eran  and  otherwise,  who  com¬ 
pleted  this 
year’s  walk 
on  May  4,h 
and  raised 
roughly 
$3,000,000 
to  help  the 
hungry.  Un¬ 
daunted  by 
the  warm¬ 
ish  sun, 

Lrdsoouraged 
by  mildly 
hostile  driv¬ 
ers,  the 
walkers 
trekked  on 
with  only 
the  knowledge  of  a  good  deed 
done  (and  the  promise  of  ice 
cream  at  the  finish  line)  to  keep 
them  going. 

The  Walk  for  Hunger  is  an 
annual  march  through  Boston, 
Newton,  Watertown  and  Cam¬ 
bridge,  beginning  and  ending  at 
the  Boston  Commons.  Project 
Bread,  which  organizes  the 
event,  estimates  that  42,000 
people  came  this  year.  For  Yuan 
Zhang  (II),  a  seven-time  walker, 


the  exercise  itself  is  no  big  deal. 
“When  I  first  participated  in  the 
WFH,  I  was  amazed  to  see  how 
many  different  types  of  people 
were  involved — everyone  was 
there  to  feed  the  hungry.  When 
you  see  a  person  without  a  leg 
and  a  couple  walking  with  three 
little  children,  it  really  inspires  you 
and  puts  20  miles  of  walking  into 
perspective.” 

F  o  r 
some,  it’s 
the  fringe 
benefits. 
Says  James 
Zheng  (I), 
for  whom 
J  this  was  the 
x  4th  time 
«  walking,  “It 
S  gives  a 
p  chance  for 
“  the  partici¬ 
pants  to  en¬ 
joy  a  day 
outside  in¬ 
stead  of 
wasting 
their  afternoon  in  front  of  the  TV.” 
But  toYing  Ying  Fok  (III),  the  real 
trial  was  after  the  walk.  “It  was 
really  tiring,  but  it  wasn’t  that  bad 
because  I  had  my  friends  with 
me.  You  didn’t  notice  the  pain 
while  you  were  walking.” 

Whatever  their  motivation 
and  impressions,  these  walkers 
and  many  others  did  not  go 
unrewarded.  “In  the  end,”  says 
Yuan,  “it  all  comes  down  to  the 
free  ice  cream.” 


Remembering  Strasbourg 


By  Alyson  Sheehan,  III 

CONTRIBCTI.NG  WRITER 


Despite  post-9/1 1  fears, 
the  travel  ban  imposed  by  the 
Boston  Public  Schools  was  lifted 
early  last  year  when  the  Boston- 
Strasbourg  Sister  City  Associa¬ 
tion  Exchange  Program  began 
the  preparations  for  its  annual 
trip.  From  a  list  of  over  90  appli¬ 
cants,  a  select  number  of  French 
students  from  high  schools 
around  the  Boston  area  were 
summoned  to  26  Court  Street  for 
a  day  of  interviews.  Applicants 
were  judged  on  their  ability  to 
speak  and  learn  French  and  also 
their  character,  maturity,  and  per¬ 
sonality.  In  early  April,  the  lucky 
ten  were  chosen,  including  my¬ 
self,  Sarah  Nguyen  (III),  Josh 
Speicher  (III),  Carmen  Farias  (I), 
and  Mike  Kerpan  (I)  from  Boston 
Latin  School.  The  Association 
awarded  these  students  with  the 
opportunity  to  go  on  this  journey 
to  Strasbourg,  to  spend  three 
weeks  learning  about  French  life 
with  a  host  family.  Before  the  trip, 
parents  became  acquainted  with 
each  other  and  students  were 
able  to  socialize.  Accompanying 
the  students  on  this  trip  was  their 
French  instructor,  Mme  Brun  of 
BLS.  For  those  1 8  days  spent  in 
Strasbourg,  Mme  Brun  acted  as 
a  guide,  not  only  looking  after  the 
group  and  helping  them  to  adapt 
to  the  French  culture  and  lan¬ 
guage,  but  also  concerning  her¬ 
self  with  their  every  affair. 

The  trip  was  a  total  suc¬ 


cess.  Every  morning,  the  stu¬ 
dents  were  brought  to  the  City  of 
Strasbourg  Community  center, 
where  they  attended  French  lan¬ 
guage  and  culture  classes  until 
noon.  Their  teacher  was  a  won¬ 
derful  educator  who  explained  to 
them  many  of  the  customs  and 
linguistic  nuances  that  students 
could  not  have  learned  from  any 
textbook.  The  students  habitually 
had  lunch  in  the  Place  Kleber ,  a 
popular  spot  in  Strasbourg,  where 
they  would  meet  up  with  their  host 
sisters  and  brothers  and  discuss 
the  morning’s  work.  After  lunch, 
their  chaperones  had  several  ac¬ 
tivities  planned  for  them,  which  in¬ 
cluded  visiting  museums,  parks, 
and  several  churches,  including 
the  Strasbourg  Cathedral,  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  Parliament,  the  city  movie 
theaters,  a  tour  of  Strasbourg  on 
the  River  lie,  and  Europa  Park, 
an  amusement  park  across  the 
Rhine  in  Germany.  What  was 
most  amazing  to  the  students 
was  the  fact  that,  as  a  close 
group,  they  were  able  to  have  fun 
learning  about  the  history  of 
Strasbourg  together. 

Knowing  that  they  were  to 
present  a  project  to  the  Associa¬ 
tion  on  their  return,  they  were  put 
to  work  both  in  the  classroom  and 
at  home  with  their  host  families. 
Everyone  was  eager  to  help  out; 
Mme  Brun  and  their  teacher  pe¬ 
riodically  checked  the  progress  of 
their  projects,  suggesting  topics 
and  places  to  visit  to  further  their 
understanding  of  the  subject  mat¬ 
ter. 


The  day  before  they  were 
to  head  home,  the  students  at¬ 
tended  a  lavish  reception  with 
the  mayor  of  Strasbourg,  who 
was  delighted  by  the  success  of 
their  trip.  Their  host  families  ac¬ 
companied  them  and  they  made 
a  speech  as  a  group,  thanking 
both  the  City  of  Strasbourg  and 
the  individual  families  for  all  the 
generosity  they  showed.  There 
were  many  teary  good-byes  at 
the  airport,  but  students  held 
tight  to  the  fact  that  they  would 
be  staying  in  their  homes  this 
upcoming  summer  for  part  two 
of  their  wonderful  experience. 

Because  of  the  many  won¬ 
derful  opportunities  they  were 
presented  with  and  the  amazing 
experiences  they  had,  students 
came  to  the  realization  that  this 
trip  was  more  than  a  leisurely 
stroll  through  the  streets  of 
Strasbourg.  It  was  culturally  and 
academically  charged  and  they 
learned  much  about  the  human 
condition  because  of  it.  One  of 
the  most  positive  experiences  a 
person  can  have  is  gaining  in¬ 
sight  into  cultures  other  than  his 
own.  The  students  feel  that  it 
would  be  advantageous  to  start 
a  program  that  is  exclusive  to 
BLS  students;  it  could  open  up 
an  opportunity  to  a  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  students  in  the  school  and 
offer  the  chance  of  a  lifetime  to 
students  who  may  not  be  given 
the  possibility  otherwise. 


The  Class  of  2003:  New  Horizons 


Where  They're  Headed 


</ 


By  Hana  Yoo,  I 

A&E  Editor 

It’s  the  question  that 
every  senior  learned  to  despise: 
“Where  are  you  going  next  year?” 
In  the  anxiety-fraught  waiting 
period  after  a  senior  submits  their 
applications,  the  question  might 
earn  the  asker  an 
unceremonious  glare.  But  by 
May,  most  people  have  made  up 
their  minds  and  can  reply  with 
composure,  if  not  happiness.  For 
everyone  who  lacked  the  nerve 
or  had  enough  tact  not  to  ask, 
here  is  a  rundown  of  where  the 
class  of  2003  will  be  going  next 
year. 

The  University  of 
Massachusetts  Amherst 
prevailed  as  the  most  popular 
college  choice  for  the  class  of 
2003,  with  fifty-one  graduating 
seniors  -  four  more  than  last  year 
-  flocking  to  our  state’s  best- 
known  public  university.  Possible 
reasons  for  the  increase  in 
Umass  Amherst  matriculations 
include  the  rising 
competitiveness  of  the  college 
admissions  process  and  the 
suffering  economy,  which  limit 
many  students’  choices.  Longjie 
Dai  (I),  who  is  heading  to  UMass 
Amherst  next  year,  though  he 
also  gained  admission  to  Boston 
University,  explained:  “[B.U.] 


didn’t  give  me  money,  and  I  can’t 
afford  40  K  a  year.”  Also,  as  Dean 
Colpack  (I)  commented,  “It  is  a 
somewhat  prestigious  public 
university.” 

Next,  there  came  a  tie  in 
popularity  for  second  place 
between  Boston  College  and 
Boston  University,  with  twenty- 
four  BLS  seniors  each.  David 
Horn  (I),  who  turned  down 
Harvard  for  B.C.,  said  he 
originally  planned  to  go  to 
Harvard,  but  a  B.C.  information 
session  and  Harvard’s  April  Open 
Campus  changed  his  mind. 
“[B.C.j’s  a  good  school  without 
being  too  strenuous,”  said  Horn, 
who  also  cited  the  “tight-knit” 
campus,  B.C.’s  willingness  to 
allow  him  to  commute  from 
home,  and  the  admission  staff’s 
effort  to  take  the  time  to 
understand  him  as  a  person  as 
additional  reasons  to  attend  the 
school.  Horn  was  one  of  several 
BLS  recipients  of  the  Allston- 
Brighton  scholarship,  though  he 
said  money  was  not  an  issue  in 
making  his  final  decision.  For 
Kevin  Dacey  (I),  who,  along  with 
twelve  other  BLS  students, 
earned  the  B.U.  full-tuition 
scholarship,  finances  were  an 
issue,  though  not  his  only  motive 
for  choosing  the  school.  “It  was 
in  the  middle  of  the  city,  so  the 
location  was  great,”  Dacey  said. 


Moreover,  “I  needed  to  stay  close 
to  home  for  my  family,  but  not  live 
with  them.” 

Harvard  claimed  twenty- 
one  matriculants  of  the  twenty- 
seven  accepted  this  year  -  the 
highest  number  accepted  since 
the  1980’s.  Harvard’s  reputation, 
its  name  value  and  its  situation 
in  Cambridge  -  right  across  the 
river  from  Boston  -  might  suffice 
as  reasons  enough  for  most 
people  to  attend  the  school. 
Stephen  Dewey  (I)  offered  his 
take:  “The  students  I’ve  met  from 
Harvard  are  enthusiastic  about 
ideas  and,  while  they  are 
ambitious  in  a  number  of  ways, 
they  also  seem  down  to  earth  and 
friendly.  I  felt  as  if  I  would  fit  in.” 

Ten  BLS  girls  opted  for 
Wellesley,  an  all-female  liberal 
arts  school  nestled  in  the 
suburbs.  Alex  Allukian  (I)  stated 
her  reasons  for  attending  the 
school:  “There  are  so  many 
opportunities  there.  Beautiful 
campus,  high  academic 
standards,  I  get  to  play 
basketball,  and  I  got  a  lot  of 
financial  aid  there.”  She  said  the 
transition  to  a  school  of  only  one 
gender  wouldn’t  be  difficult, 
since,  she  said  jokingly,  “Boston 
Latin  is  like  an  all-girls’  school 
anyway.”  Nana  Liu  (I)  and  Anita 
Yip  (I)  both  affirmed  Wellesley  as 
a  clear  first  choice.  As  Liu  said, 


“It  just  felt  right.”  The  same 
number  of  BLS  students  picked 
Northeastern,  known  for  its  co-op 
program  and  generosity  in  its  aid 
packages. 

Suffolk  University  will  gain 
seven  BLS  graduates  next 
autumn,  while  Wentworth  Institute 
of  Technology  will  see  six  BLS 
graduates  on  its  campus  next 
year.  Five  BLS  students  are 
headed  to  Emerson  College, 
George  Washington  University, 
New  York  University,  and  St. 
Anselm’s  College.  Columbia 
University,  Regis  College,  and 
Stonehill  College  will  take  on  four 
BLS  graduates  as  freshmen  next 
fall.  Three  BLS  graduates  are 
bound  to  Bridgewater  State 
College,  Drew  University,  Duke 
University,  Framingham  State 
College,  Providence  College, 
Salve  Regina  College,  the 
University  of  Massachusetts 
Dartmouth,  the  University  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  Worcester 
Polytechnical  Institute.  Two  by 
two,  BLS  graduates  will  progress 
to  Assumption  College,  Bowdoin 
College,  Bryn  Mawr  College, 
California  State  at  Northridge, 
Drexel  University,  Fordham 
University,  Massachusetts 
College  of  Pharmacy, 
Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology,  Merrimack  College, 
Pace  University,  Simmons 


College,  Spelman  College, 
Syracuse  University,  Trinity 
College,  Tufts  University,  the 
University  of  Massachusetts 
Boston,  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Williams 
College. 

Although  a  large  number 
of  universities  are  claiming  only 
one  of  our  illustrious  graduates, 
they  are  some  of  the  best 
universities  in  the  world.  Oxford 
University  in  England  will 
welcome  one  of  our  best. 
Despite  the  large  numbers  of 
acceptances,  the  decision 
remains  a  difficult  one  with 
twelve  graduates  remaining 
undecided  and  three  others 
pursuing  work  or  postgraduate 
study. 

65%  of  the  grade  will 
remain  in  Massachusetts;  the 
next  most  popular  state  is  New 
York,  with  9%.  As  much  as 
people  talk  about  getting  away, 
exploring  the  unknown,  it  seems 
that  most  of  the  class  feels  the 
pull  of  home  and  family  -  as  well 
as  Boston.  The  graduates  of  the 
class  of  2003  are  taking  the  next 
step,  scattering  to  one  hundred 
and  twelve  different  schools. 
Regardless  of  the  destination, 
their  success  is  inevitable  and 
the  colleges  and  universities 
welcoming  them  will  be  the 
better  for  it. 
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Complainers, 

Complainers, 

Complainers! 


“Ugh,  I  don’t  like  that 
article”  or  “That  article  is  so 
wrong”  are  things  heard  all  the 
time  in  our  school  concerning  the 
articles  of  the  Argo.  Why  do 
people  complain  so  much?  Yes, 
articles  are  supposed  to  spark 
criticism  or  commentaries  on  is¬ 
sues,  but  complaining  about 
them  is  not  the  way  to  go.  One 
should  be  excited  by  the  issue  of 
the  article  rather  than  be  annoyed 
or  disgusted  at  the  writer.  This 
problem  does  not  stop  only  at  the 
Argo.  It  rings  true  for  so  many 
other  concerns,  inclusive  of 
which  are  the  cutting  in  line  dur¬ 
ing  lunch,  the  lack  of  paper,  and 
the  unfairness  of  some  teachers 
-  just  to  name  a  few.  So,  what 
should  be  done? 

Well,  first  off, 
people,  stop  complaining!  Com¬ 
plaining  gets  one  nowhere;  in¬ 
stead,  take  measures  to  do 
something  about  the  issue.  For 
instance,  if  one  has  a  problem 
with  the  article  on  diversity  in  stu¬ 
dent  organizations,  write  a  con¬ 
trasting  view  of  it.  The  same 
goes  for  sports  articles.  There 
are  countless  times  when  com¬ 
ments  have  been  heard  about 
the  inadequacies  of  the  articles, 

Choice 

During  the  recent  Celtics 
playoff  series  with  the  New  Jer¬ 
sey  Nets,  there  was  a  major  con¬ 
troversy  surrounding  the  com¬ 
ments  of  one  Bob  Ryan  of  the 
Boston  Globe.  Ryan  was  “sick” 
of  Nets  star  player  Jason  Kidd’s 
wife  using  their  son  as  a  prop  at 
Nets  games,  continuing  to  say 
that  he  would  like  to  “smack  her.” 
He  said  this  on  a  television  sports 
show  shown  late  Sunday  nights 
on  local  television. 

These  words  are  certainly 
tasteless  as  well  as  ignorant  con¬ 
cerning  the  strides  being  taken 
to  end  the  abuse  of  women  to¬ 
day.  At  the  same  time  though, 
what  kind  of  world  do  we  live  in 
when  there  is  a  harsher  punish¬ 
ment  for  saying  something  than 
actually  performing  such  a  hor¬ 
rible  deed? 

While  Jason  Kidd  was  play¬ 
ing  for  the  Phoenix  Suns  basket¬ 
ball  team,  his  wife  Joumana 
called  the  police  one  night  to  re¬ 
port  her  husband’s  bout  of  do¬ 
mestic  abuse.  It  was  later  re¬ 
ported  that  that  incident  was  not 
too  severe:  it  was  usually  much 
worse.  Leading  the  public  to  be¬ 
lieve  this  abuse  was  not  so  un¬ 
common. 

While  Ryan  received  a  jus¬ 
tifiable  one-month  suspension 
from  the  Globe,  as  well  as  televi¬ 
sion  and  radio,  Kidd  missed  only 


but  don’t  just  sit  there  and  mope 
about  how  bad  it  was  or  complain 
about  -  take  action!  If  one  feels 
so  strongly  about  an  article,  then 
writing  a  letter  to  the  editor  will 
be  a  cinch.  Another  step  to  deal 
with  one’s  issues  and  problems 
with  the  school  is  to  take  action. 
If  a  fellow  student  “impolitely"  cuts 
in  line,  then  do  the  favor  of  tell¬ 
ing  him  or  her  to  get  out.  Also, 
since  the  school  is  running  out  of 
paper,  tell  someone  in  authority 
and  have  them  help  to  resolve 
the  issue  such  as  asking  them  to 
donate  paper. 

Life  is  often  unfair;  no  one 
said  it  was  going  to  be  fair.  One 
should  know  that  by  now.  Often 
times,  one  will  be  faced  with 
many  injustices,  and  what  would 
be  considered  improper  treat¬ 
ment.  However,  how  one  deals 
with  it  is  a  major  factor  of  the  out¬ 
come.  The  issue  can  be  left  un¬ 
resolved,  leaving  one  angry  for 
a  while,  or  the  issue  can  be  re¬ 
solved,  leaving  one  happy  to 
have  gotten  something  over  with, 
making  one’s  life  much  better. 
Thus,  deal  with  one’s  issue.  So 
as  the  common  cliche  goes, 
“don’t  just  talk  the  talk:  you  got  to 
walk  the  walk.” 


Words 

four  games  after  his  wife’s  infa¬ 
mous  phone  call.  Ryan  can  oc¬ 
casionally  be  seen  on  ESPN,  a 
national  cable  network,  but  he  is 
primarily  seen  and  read  only  in 
local  media;  the  show  on  which 
he  made  these  comments  was 
likewise  on  local  television.  Ja¬ 
son  Kidd,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a 
nationally-recognized  sports  star. 
Would  it  not  make  more  sense, 
then,  for  the  harsher  punishment 
to  be  given  to  the  national  figure, 
in  order  to  make  a  statement 
about  the  intolerance  there 
should  be  toward  domestic 
abuse? 

Who  has  made  the  mistake 
in  punishment  here?  One  would 
have  to  agree  that  while  it  may 
be  a  little  harsh,  Ryan’s  punish¬ 
ment  was  much  more  appropri¬ 
ate  than  Kidd’s.  If  the  NBA  could 
focus  on  anything  other  than  rev¬ 
enue,  they  would  see  that  there 
needs  to  be  a  message  sent  to 
the  masses  of  people  who  watch 
professional  basketball  that  the 
type  of  thing  that  Kidd  did  was 
wrong  and  inexcusable.  If  taking 
this  moral  high  road  means  los¬ 
ing  a  little  off  of  ticket  sales,  then 
so  be  it.  Bravo  to  the  editors  of 
the  Boston  Globe  for  taking  the 
position  that  they  did  and  mak¬ 
ing  it  clear  that  abuse  toward 
women  is  nothing  to  fool  around 
about. 


Editorial  - 

Can  you  see  past 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


the  Ivy? 


Boston  Latin  trains  stu¬ 
dents  to  work  hard,  to  be  chal¬ 
lenged,  and  to  strive  for  the  best. 

It  provides  students  with  a  leg 
up;  it  is  an  excellent  foundation. 
In  the  past,  it  has  been  criticized 
for  its  hyper-competitive  environ¬ 
ment.  Students  calculate  and  re¬ 
calculate  their  GPAs.  They  com¬ 
pare  SAT  scores  to  no  end.  Ev¬ 
eryone  wants  to  know  how  ev¬ 
eryone  else  is  far¬ 
ing  in  class,  the 
scores  each  re¬ 
ceive  on  stan¬ 
dardized  tests, 
and  where  each 
wants  to  go  to  col¬ 
lege. 

This  atmo¬ 
sphere  directly 
correlates  with 
the  ultra-competi¬ 
tive  college  ad¬ 
missions  pro¬ 
cess.  Having  a  4.0  GPA  and  a 
1600  SAT  score  no  longer  guar¬ 
antees  anyone  a  spot  at  an  elite 
institution.  In  fact,  no  one  is  guar¬ 
anteed  a  spot  at  any  college 
nowadays.  It  seems  as  if  the 
college  admissions  process  is  up 
to  chance  —  decisions  are  erratic 
and  can  lead  to  either  immense 
jubilation  or  heartbreak.  It  hardly 
seems  fair  that  one  piece  of  pa¬ 
per  can  bring  such  variance  in 
emotions. 


Boston  Latin  has  taught  its 
students  to  go  for  the  best,  to  pur¬ 
sue  excellence,  and  to  accept 
nothing  less.  During  the  college 
search  process,  students  are 
more  label-conscious  than  ever. 
Everyone  wants  to  go  to  the  best 
school,  the  ones  that  will  make 
people’s  jaws  drop  in  awe  when 
they  hear  the  elite  name.  There 
is  nothing  wrong  with  attending 


a  highly  selective  school;  in  fact, 
students  that  are  admitted  to 
these  institutions  ought  to  be 
commended  for  their  diligence 
and  intelligence.  However,  it  is 
a  mistake  for  students  to  believe 
that  they  can  only  be  happy  at 
an  elite  institution,  whether  it  be 
Amherst,  Dartmouth,  Harvard, 
MIT,  Princeton,  Stanford,  Will¬ 
iams,  or  Yale. 

There  are  many  good  col¬ 
leges  and  universities  in  America 


and  abroad.  There  are  many 
places  where  a  student  can  be 
happy,  can  strive  for  excellence, 
can  receive  support,  and,  most 
importantly,  can  reap  the  benefits 
of  a  wonderful  education.  Boston 
Latin  prepares  students  to  stay 
up  late  and  function  with  little 
sleep,  to  pull  all-nighters,  and  to 
absorb  large  quantities  of  infor¬ 
mation. 

It  seems  that 
many  Boston  Latin 
students  are  pro¬ 
grammed  only  to  care 
about  grades  and  feel 
they  can  only  be 
happy  at  one  of 
America’s  elite  institu¬ 
tions.  There  may  only 
be  one  “perfect  fit.” 
Students  may  realis¬ 
tically  only  have  one 
dream  school,  but  this 
does  not  mean  they 
cannot  be  happy  at  other  schools 
-  rather,  they  should  focus  on 
finding  a  good  match,  not  simply 
a  brand-name  college  experi¬ 
ence.  They  need  to  look  at  the 
total  package  and  make  sure 
they  can  be  comfortable  and 
happy  at  the  college  for  the  next 
four  years  of  their  lives.  It  is  one’s 
character  and  contribution  that 
leads  to  success  and  happiness, 
not  the  college  one  attends. 


It  is  a  mistake  for  students  to 

BELIEVE  THAT  THEY  CAN  ONLY  BE 
HAPPY  AT  AN  ELITE  INSTITUTION ,  BE  IT 

Amherst ;  Dartmouth ,  Harvard, 
MIT,  Princeton,  Stanford, 
Williams,  or  Yale. 


Money  Matters 


As  Boston  Latin  School 
deals  with  severe  cutbacks  in 
state  aid  for  education,  sacrifices 
are  demanded  of  every  member 
of  our  school  community.  Teach¬ 
ers  are  being  fired.  Class  sizes 
are  increasing.  Electives  are  be¬ 
ing  eliminated.  No  one  has  any 
paper.  At  a  time  like  this,  it  seems 
obvious  that  money  should  not 
be  wasted  on  anything  superflu¬ 
ous.  We  should  dedicate  all  avail¬ 
able  resources  to  retaining  as 
many  faculty  members  as  pos¬ 
sible,  purchasing  essential  sup¬ 
plies,  and  minimizing  the  harm 
done  by  the  budget  cuts.  Yet  it 
often  seems  that  the  people  who 
decide  how  money  gets  used  at 
BLS  -  the  administration,  offi¬ 
cials  from  the  school  depart 
ment,  and  alumni  donors, 
among  others  -  have  their 
priorities  mixed  up.  Our 
ceilings  boast  brand- 
new,  state-of-the-art  pro¬ 
jectors  which  recently 
broke  down  because 
they  had  been  put  to¬ 
gether  incorrectly  and  re¬ 
quired  an  investment  of 
time  as  well  as  money  to 
repair.  Newly-planted 
bushes  line  the  outside  of 
the  building.  We  even 
have  heavy-duty  trash 
cans  in  the  front  of  the 
building.  All  of  these 
things  are  nice 
They’re  nice  to  look 
at,  and,  from 
time  to  time, 


they  even  serve  a  practical  pur¬ 
pose.  Were  the  school  awash  in 
money,  there  would  be  no  legiti¬ 
mate  objection  to  investing  in 
things  that,  although  not  strictly 
necessary  to  the  business  of  edu¬ 
cation,  make  the  school  a  slightly 
more  pleasant  place  to  be.  Yet 
these  extras  are  not  the  essence 
of  a  quality  education.  The  bud¬ 
get  crunch  demands  hard 
choices.  When  it  comes  down  to 
a  reinforced  trash  can  or  a  text¬ 
book,  a  flowering  bush  or  a  ream 
of  paper,  a  projector  or  a 
teacher’s  salary,  the  basics  must 
win  out  over  the  frills.  Correcting 
the  misallocation  of  resources  is 
a  difficult  task,  because  it  is 
often  impossible 


to  figure  out  who  is  to  blame.  The 
school  department  and  the 
teachers’  union  impose  restric¬ 
tions  on  how  supplies  can  be 
bought,  how  contracts  can  be 
awarded,  and  how  teachers  can 
be  paid.  The  alumni,  the  source 
of  much  of  BLS’  funding,  have  the 
best  of  intentions,  but  they  have 
little  day-to-day  contact  with  the 
school  and  its  students.  They 
provide  grants  and  stipulate  how 
the  money  can  be  spent,  substi¬ 
tuting  their  own  judgment  on  what 
is  most  needed  for  that  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  and  teachers.  The  admin¬ 
istration  does  the  best  it  can  with 
a  tough  set  of  circumstances.  Dif¬ 
ficult  as  it  may  be,  however, 
the  situation  demands  that 
we  keep  trying.  The  qual¬ 
ity  of  education  at  BLS  is 
at  stake;  we  cannot 
throw  up  our  hands 
and  sigh  that  it  is 
someone  else’s  fault 
and  there  is  nothing 
we  can  do.  Students, 
teachers,  administra¬ 
tors,  parents,  alumni 
and  school  depart¬ 
ment  officials  must 
put  their  heads  to¬ 
gether  and  make  sure 
that  our  resources  are 
not  wasted,  that  they 
go  towards  preserving 
the  essential  aspects  of 
our  education. 


June  2003 


Yuan  Zhang 


-  Op-ed  - 

The  Right  to  Piracy 


Page  7 


Consumerism  used  to 
be  the  ambrosia  of  the 
entertainment  industry.  Now 
childrens’,  teenagers’  and  adults’ 
insatiable  taste  for  endless 
material  goods  is  making  it 
choke. 

File-sharing  software 
such  as  Kazaa,  Gnutella,  and 
Direct  Connect  can  be  used  to 
download  free  media.  Most 
people  have  access  to  music, 
movies,  and  video  games  in 
simply  two  minutes.  Although 
these  services  are  a  dream  come 
true  to  most  high  school  students 
and  those  looking  for 
convenience  and  accessibility, 
some  music  artists  and  media 
industries  are  fuming.  They  call 
file-sharing  stealing  and  say  it  is 
immoral,  illegal,  and  harmful  to 
their  business.  Currently,  many 
have  filed  suit  against  individuals 
and  companies  that  promote 
MP3  software,  and  are  cracking 
down  on  bootlegging.  But  are 
their  allegations  justified?  Are  we 
simply  cheap  and  inconsiderate? 

The  biggest  argument 
most  industries  make  is  their 
falling  sales  in  recent  years, 
which  they  attribute  to  online  file¬ 
sharing.  Last  year  CD  sales  were 
down  9%,  following  a  decline  of 
6%  in  2001.  Although  no  study 


or  evidence  suggests  that  the 
decline  is  the  result  of  piracy;  the 
top  ten  albums  still  sold  more 
than  100  million  in  the  last  three 
years.  The  industry  also  does  not 
take  responsibility  for  the  fact  that 
musical  ability  in  major  labels  is 
at  an  all-time  low.  With  a  few 
exceptions,  only  a  few  talents 
have  received  mainstream 
attention,  and  many  exceptional 
artists  have  been  pushed  aside 
for  the  current  pop  star 
moneymakers.  The  industry 
signs  on  people  who  it  thinks  will 
have  the  potential  to  make  a  lot 
of  money  -  even  if  the  music  is 
mindless.  Whatever  your  musical 
taste,  however,  most  artists  need 
only  a  hit  or  two  to  be  famous. 
Would  anyone  really  want  to 
spend  $13-18  for  a  CD  with  two 
good  songs,  or  $37  for  an 
episode  of  The  Simpsons?  Most 
of  the  CDs  I  bought  were  the 
kinds  that  were  only  in  rotation  in 
my  Discman  for  a  few  songs.  I 
still  haven’t  bothered  to  hear 
some  of  the  tracks  on  my  CDs 
yet.  The  industry  also  contends 
that  pirating  is  “stealing  from  the 
artists,”  and  that  we  are  robbing 
them  of  their  hard-earned  money. 
With  all  the  finger-pointing,  it’s 
easy  at  first  to  miss  the  obvious 
point.  By  not  buying  CDs, 


consumers  are  not  actually 
hurting  most  artists.  The  average 
royalty  for  artists  is  2  to  3  cents 
per  CD  bought,  which  is  not  the 
fault  of  the  consumers,  but  rather 
the  industry.  The  real  income  lies 
in  advertisement  deals,  contracts 
and  old-fashioned  touring.  The 
industry  is  also  exaggerating 
downloaders’  habits.  Even 
though  I  get  most  of  my  music 
from  online,  I  still  buy  music  from 


artists  I  respect  and  love.  The 
artists  who  are  angry  tend  to 
make  more  money  through 
royalties,  such  as  the  veteran 
band  Metallica.  But  they 
shouldn’t  worry,  because  their 
success  and  talent  will  always 
draw  fans  to  buy  their  music  and 
go  to  their  concerts. 

I  don’t  have  to  drive  or 


Amanda  Shapiro 

Same  Sex  Marriage 


I’ve  grown  up  in  what  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  an  old-fashioned,  TV- 
commercial  family.  I  have  a  sis¬ 
ter,  a  mother,  a  father,  and  a  dog. 
Then  I  became  best  friends  with 
Jessica.  Her  family  was  far  dif¬ 
ferent  from  mine;  she  lived  with 
her  two  aunts  [since  then,  Jes¬ 
sica  and  her  two  aunts  have  left 
the  state.]  It  was  only  after  a 
couple  years  of  knowing  Jessica 
that  I  discovered  that  her  two 
aunts  were  not  sisters,  but  lesbi¬ 
ans.  They  had  behaved  exactly 
the  same  as  other  parents  had. 
Yet,  they  can  never  legally  marry 
(at  least  not  in  America)  and  are 
thus  denied  over  a  thousand  fed¬ 
eral  benefits  in  the  United  States. 

The  bottom  line:  same-sex 
marriages  should  be  legal  be¬ 
cause  same-sex  partners  should 
be  able  to  receive  the  benefits  of 
being  a  married  couple.  In  order 
to  value  the  American  principles 
of  equality  to  all  people,  we  must 
uphold  them.  Homosexual 
couples  are  still  people  with  fami¬ 
lies  and  morals  just  like  hetero¬ 
sexual  couples;  therefore,  they 
should  be  granted  the  same 
rights. 

There  are  only  two  argu¬ 
ments  (that  I  know  of)  against 
same-sex  marriages.  First,  the 
Catholic  Church  (a  dominant  in¬ 
fluence  in  American  politics) 
frowns  upon  same-sex  marriage 
because  homosexual  relations 
will  not  produce  a  child.  Second, 
conservatives  tend  to  agree  with 
this  statement  of  Mitt  Romney  at 
one  of  the  2002  Massachusetts 
gubernatorial  election  debates 
when  the  topic  of  gay  marriage 
arose,  “Call  me  old-fashioned, 
but  I  believe  that  marriage  is  re¬ 
served  for  a  man  and  a  woman.” 

As  for  the  Church’s  argu¬ 
ment,  everyone,  especially  our 
political  leaders,  should  be  dis¬ 
regarding  it.  And  I’m  not  saying 
this  because  I’m  not  a  Catholic, 
I’m  saying  this  because  I  am 
American  and  the  American  Con¬ 


stitution  provides  for  “separation 
of  church  and  state.”  If  we  do  not 
uphold  such  a  law,  then  we  can¬ 
not  rightfully  call  ourselves  Ameri¬ 
cans. 

I  must  admit  that  Mitt 
Romney’s  argument  is  my  favor¬ 
ite,  only  because  it  lacks  so  much 
substance.  He  has  really  no  valid 
reason  for  his  belief:  he  can’t 
argue  that  homosexuals  can’t  get 
married  because  of  the  Church 
because  that  would  be  a  viola¬ 
tion  of  “separation  of  church  and 
state”  (which  we  already  estab¬ 
lished).  Mitt  Romney’s  only  sup¬ 
port  for  his  argument  is. ..well, 
actually  he  has  no  support  for  his 
argument,  so  I’m  assuming  that 
this  belief  was  a  result  of  upper- 
middle  class  influence,  where  he 
was  told  that  the  perfect  family 
consisted  of  a  mommy,  a  daddy 
and  kids  . 

In  response  to  Mitt 
Romney’s  argument,  the  laws  of 
America  must  change  with 
America’s  changing  times.  The 
population  of  homosexuals  is 
growing.  This  fact  is  not  a  result 
of  people  “making  a  choice”  to  be 
gay;  it  is  a  result  of  the  wider  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  people  being  gay, 
thus  enabling  gay  men  and 
women  to  feel  more  secure  about 
“coming  out.”  Besides,  why 
would  anyone  choose  this 
“lifestyle?”  Sure,  more  Americans 
are  accepting  that  some  of  their 
fellow  Americans  are  gay,  but 
there  is  still  a  large  group  of  the 
population  that  believes  that  this 
“lifestyle”  is  wrong  and  immoral 
and  tries  to  persecute  those  who 
are  gay.  In  United  States  history, 
if  political  leaders  had  not 
changed  the  laws  of  the  country 
as  the  country  changed  socially, 
African  Americans  would  still  be 
in  chains  and  white,  wealthy  men 
would  run  the  country  as  the  only 
eligible  voters. 

Without  marriage,  gay 
couples  are  denied  too  many 
laws  concerning  the  protection  of 


one  of  the  partners  and  their  chil¬ 
dren.  For  example,  in  the  state 
of  California,  there  are  27  laws 
protecting  married  couples  in  the 
event  of  death  that  are  not  guar¬ 
anteed  for  gay  couples.  One  of 
these  is  the  Bereavement  Leave 
law,  which  states  that  the  right  to 
bereavement  in  the  workplace  is 
most  often  only  applicable  if  the 
deceased  is  related  by  blood  or 
marriage.  The  Right  Not  to  Tes¬ 
tify  Against  a  Spouse  is  not  ap¬ 
plicable  to  homosexual  partners. 
There  are  ten  laws  protecting  the 
children  of  married  couples  that 
are  not  guaranteed  to  same-sex 
partners.  If  one  partner  has  a  bio¬ 
logical  child  or  a  child  through 
artificial  insemination,  the  other 
partner  is  presumed  to  be  the 
parent,  a  right  guaranteed  to 
married,  heterosexual  couples. 
Tenants  by  the  Entirety  is  a  more 
secure  form  of  ownership  only 
applicable  for  married  couples. 
Other  forms  of  laws  denied  to 
same-sex  couples  include  health 
care,  immigration,  rights  to  social 
security  benefits,  and  transfer¬ 
ring  property  without  adverse  tax 
consequences. 

There  are  also  benefits  to 
society  as  a  whole  if  same-sex 
marriage  is  legalized.  Our 
economy  needs  all  the  help  it  can 
get  right  now.  According  to  Brides 
Magazine,  the  average  cost  of  an 
American  wedding  is  $18,874. 
This  money  goes  towards  many 
different  companies:  caterers, 
photographers,  florists,  dress 
designers,  churches,  private 
transportation,  stationary,  and  so 
much  more.  With  more  potential 
marriages,  there  will  be  more 
weddings  and  thus  more  money 
flowing  into  our  economy.  What 
is  the  point  of  these  conserva¬ 
tives  being  so  adamantly  against 
something  that  helps  so  much, 
and  hurts  nothing? 

-  Amanda  Shapiro  is  a  member  of 

class  II 


commute  all  the  way  to  a  store  in 
order  to  buy  my  music  or  videos; 

I  just  have  to  look  up  my 
preference  on  a  search  engine. 

I  go  online  and  not  only  get 
exasperated  by  the  price,  but  by 
the  shipping  charges  and  waiting 
as  well.  Stores  both  online  and 
off  also  have  a  limited  collection 
of  media.  For  people  like  me  who 
want  to  buy  special  editions,  older 
merchandise,  and  don’t  always 
buy  major  label  CDs,  it  can  be 
tedious  looking  for  something  I 
want.  With  my  Kazaa  software,  I 
can  download  unreleased 
material,  music  from  all  genres 
and  languages,  and  never  have 
to  deal  with  limited  resources.  I 
can  download  bizarre  Indian 
chant  music  for  my  PowerPoint 
project  -  something  that  I  would 
never  buy  or  have  the  option  of 
buying  -  or  just  simply  a  sample 
CD  before  I  buy  the  real  thing. 

Piracy  is  not  a  new 
phenomenon;  European  and 
Asian  countries  had  access  to 
free  or  imitation  products  far 
before  the  Napster  era.  The 
American  government  is  losing 
the  fight  to  control  contraband, 
since  many  countries  have 
access  to  music  and  movies 
before  they  are  released  in  the 
U.S.  There  is  a  lesson  to  be 


learned  from  those  countries. 
Their  market  is  still  strong  in  CD 
sales  and  the  occasional 
fluctuation  of  consumerism  has 
nothing  to  do  with  bootlegging. 
Piracy  has  also  done  the 
economic  market  a  service,  in 
contrast  to  what  companies 
might  say.  Purchases  of  MP3 
players  and  products  have 
skyrocketed  to  millions,  and 
customers  bought  1.7  billion 
blank  CDs  in  the  last  year  alone. 

Do  I  consider  myself 
cheap?  No.  I  think  the  record 
industry  is  cheap.  It  should  stop 
fighting  “piracy”  and  shift  their 
marketing  focus  towards  MP3 
downloading.  Downloading  will 
never  really  go  away,  especially 
since  the  software  companies 
are  getting  smarter  and  learning 
how  to  be  less  centralized. 
Perhaps  it  is  finally  time  for  the 
companies  to  grasp  that  their 
music  is  of  little  quality  and 
overpriced;  they  aren’t  paying 
artists  anyway;  they  have  limited 
selections,  and  they  shouldn’t  be 
complaining  about  their  poor  little 
billion  dollar  industry  as  a  result 
of  lackluster  service.  I  maintain 
that  downloading  free  music  is  a 
good  thing  -  and  I  don’t  feel  a  bit 
guilty. 

Yuan  Zhang  is  a  member  of  Class  II 


Dan  Weissman 


Underappreciated 

Nurses 


They  fix,  they  teach,  they 
are  always  there  for  a  talk.  Their 
duties  range  from  education  to 
counseling,  to  dispensing  medi¬ 
cine.  Who  are  these  amazing 
people  I  speak  of?  The  Boston 
Latin  School  Nurses,  of  course! 
Imbued  with  super-human  abili¬ 
ties  that  allow  them  to  work  ev¬ 
ery  day  without  ever  losing  their 
charm  or  compas¬ 
sion,  the 
quar¬ 
tet  o; 

M  s  . 

Kerrey 
M  s 
Maneikis, 

Ms.  Fox, 
and  Ms 
Gimbrone 
is  the  one 
which  keeps 
Latin  sane  and  healthy.  (And  let 
us  not  leave  out  Ms.  Graham, 
who  retired  last  year.) 

Imagine  the  desolate 
wasteland  BLS  would  seem  if  not 
for  these  wonderful  women. 
Whether  it  is  for  a  Band-Aid,  a  hit 
of  Tylenol  to  chase  the  ow-my- 
head-hurts-because-l-just-drank- 
a-40-oz.-cup-of-coffee-after-pull- 
ing-an-all-nighter  headaches,  or 
just  a  hug,  they  are  always  there 
without  fail.  You  say  that’s  not 
enough  evidence  of  their  super¬ 
powers?  Well  how  about  this: 
BLS  hasn’t  come  down  with  ONE 
case  of  SARS!  While  the  World 
Health  Organization,  the  Federal 
Drug  Administration,  the  Chinese, 
and  Canadians  are  struggling 
with  this  new  epidemic,  BLS  is 
SARS-free.  Why?  Because  of  the 
supernatural  skills  of  our  nurses, 
that’s  why. 

Yet,  despite  all  their  out¬ 
standing  work,  our  nurses  are 
some  of  the  most  underrated  and 


under-appreciated  people  in  the 
BLS  community.  Think  of  how 
many  times  you  yourself  have 
visited  the  nurses  at  BLS.  Then 
multiply  that  by  twenty-five-hun¬ 
dred.  There  are  four  nurses,  usu¬ 
ally  two  on  duty,  who  are  in 
charge  of  the  health  of  two  and  a 
half  thousand  people  on  a  daily 
basis!  That’s  like  having  five  med¬ 
ics  on  duty  to  take 
care  of  the 
six  thou- 
a  n  d 
em- 
e  r 
crew  of 
an  air¬ 
craft  car¬ 
rier!  Sound 
crazy?  Not  to 
our  nurses, 
e  y  'w  even  try  to  learn 
your  name,  smile  and  say  “Hello” 
when  they  see  you  walk  in  the 
door  or  in  the  halls. 

Through  thick  and  thin, 
they  are  always  there,  a  constant. 
If  not  for  our  wonderful  nurses, 
BLS  would  be  much  less  healthy, 
friendly,  and  sane.  So  next  time 
you’re  in  the  area,  drop  into  the 
health  room  and  tell  the  nurses 
how  much  you  appreciate  all  they 
do  for  the  school.  You’re  sure  to 
receive  a  smile  and  humble 
gratefulness  that  you  went  out  of 
your  way  to  make  them  feel  ap¬ 
preciated,  because  they  go  out 
of  their  way  to  make  you  feel  at 
home.  (The  writer  of  this  piece 
would  like  to  give  a  personal 
“thanks!”  to  our  nurses  for  treat¬ 
ing  him  for  Claustro-chondritis, 
Conjunctivitis,  and  the  BLS  blues 
in  general;  you  guys  have  always 
been  the  best!) 

-Dan  Weissman  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  class  I 
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Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


News  - 

Latin  Legends  Say  Goodbye 

At  the  end  of  this  school  year,  BLS  will  lose  some  of  its  best  teachers.  In  addition  to  staff  members  possibly  being  laid  off  due  to  budget  cuts,  a  relatively  large  number  of 
teachers  are  planning  to  retire.  We  will  miss  them  and  we  appreciate  the  hard  work  and  dedication  they  have  put  into  teaching.  The  Argo  was  able  to  interview  four  of  the 
approximately  18  teachers  retiring.  In  the  following  interviews  these  teachers  discuss  their  experiences  and  share  some  of  their  opinions.  The  following  is  a  list  of  recently 
retired  and  retiring  teachers.  This  list  is  subject  to  change. 

•  Charles  Aversa  •  Dan  Browne  'Theresa  Craddock  •  Emily  DiCesare  •  Priscilla  Durkin  •  Gordon  Estabrooks  'Thomas  Frontera  •  Joan  Hawkins  •  Carol  McCarthy  • 
Jean  Morelli  •  Owen  O’Malley  •  Doug  Ordway  •  Shirley  Peznola  •  Arthur  Radden  •  Jack  Regan  •  Jim  Rothwell  •  Annmarie  Ryan  •  Suzanne  Shevlin  •  Robert  Tarpey 

•  Robert  Waldron  •  Sandra  Walter  •  Cathy  Wight  • 


Robert  Tarpey 


Carol  McCarthy 


English 

Why  did  you  become  a  teach¬ 
er?  I  needed  a  job  and  became 
a  substitute  teacher.  After  two 
years  of  subbing,  the  School  De¬ 
partment  sent  me  a  contract  to 
teach  full  time. 

When  did  you  start  teaching  at 
BLS?  September  1968 

What  classes  have  you  taught 
since  you  started  teaching 
here  (subject  and  grade  level)? 

I  have  taught  all  grade  levels  in 
English  and  ninth  grade  Civics. 

How  would  you  describe  your 
experience  teaching  at  BLS? 
What  is  most  memorable 
about  your  time  here?  It  has 

been  an  immense  privilege  to 
teach  for  thirty-five  years  at  Lat¬ 
in  School.  The  students  are  over¬ 
whelming  a  positive  force  and  the 
reason  why  my  experience  here 
has  been  a  happy  one.  I  have 
also  been  blessed  with  extraor¬ 
dinary  friends  here,  from  whom  I 
have  learned  a  great  deal. 

Why  are  you  retiring?  What  are 
your  plans  for  the  future?  I  am 

retiring  for  several  reasons.  A 
desire  to  teach  for  several  years 
on  the  college  level  and  a  less- 
than-pleasant  school  climate  are 
the  primary  factors.  Latin  School 
should  be  a  happy  school  in 
which  fairness,  magnanimity,  and 
educational  excellence  are  ap¬ 
preciated  and  practiced.  This  is 
not  always  the  case. 

Do  you  have  a  last  “shout  out” 
to  your  colleagues  and  stu¬ 
dents?  Any  advice  to  future 
teachers  at  BLS?  I  express 
deep  gratitude  to  my  friends  and 
others  in  the  faculty  whom  I  re¬ 
spect  and  love.  I  say  to  those 
teachers  who  live  in  fear  of  the 
administration  (and  they  are  nu¬ 
merous):  It  is  still  a  free  country; 
stand  up  for  your  rights  -  you 
have  nothing  to  lose  but  your 
dignity.  I  was  taught  by  my  par¬ 
ents,  my  teachers  (twelve  years 
of  nothing  but  nuns),  and  my  re¬ 
ligion  to  oppose  those  who 
shamelessly  practice  gratuitous 
cruelty,  injustice  and  general 
malevolence.  Future  teachers 
need  to  have  their  wits  about 
them  here,  but  the  students  and 
the  teaching  at  Latin  School  can 
and  should  be  most  rewarding. 


Modern  Foreign  Languages 


Why  did  you  become  a 
teacher?  I  decided  at  age  15  to 
enter  the  Sisters  of  Providence 
of  Terre  Haute,  Indiana  and 
Ruille-sur-Loire,  France,  a 
teaching  order,  and  did  so  at  age 
18,  left  at  age  25. 

They  are  magnificent  teachers.  I 
love  teaching,  always  have, 
always  will. 

When  did  you  start  teaching  at 
BLS?  September  1975 

What  classes  have  you  taught 
since  you  started  teaching 
here  (subject  and  grade  level)? 

Spanish  Advanced  Placement 
Language,  Spanish  5  Advanced, 
Spanish  3  Honors,  Spanish  1-4; 
French  3  Honors,  French  1-4. 

How  would  you  describe  your 
experience  teaching  at  BLS? 
What  is  most  memorable 
about  your  time  here?  One 

must  separate  out  the  experience 
of  dealing  with  BLS  students- 
(wonderful!)  from  that  of  dealing 
with  the  administration  and  the 
faculty  (often  less  than 
wonderful). 

My  first  day  at  BLS  (in  my  present 
classroom,  214)  I  realized  how 
lucky  I  was  to  have  such 
intelligent  and  motivated 
students.  They  are  a  joy  to  teach! 

My  favorite  teaching  memories 
include  taking  students  to  the 
Prado,  the  Louvre,  the 
Parthenon,  Uffizi  gallery  and 
climbing  up  the  pyramids  of  Tikal, 
Guatemala. 

My  all-time  best  experience  at 
BLS  was  in  the  role  of  a.  BTU 
Building  Representative 
representing  a  colleague  who 
was  fired  and  attending  the 
arbitration  which  ended  in  a 
settlement.  He  was  pleased  with 
the  outcome. 

After  18  years  of  teaching  here 
under  several  administrators.  I 
would  characterize  them  as 
malevolent,  lazy,  inebriated  and 
lying. 

It  was  rare  that  I  met  any 
administrator  who  took  the  job  for 
any  motive  than  higher  pay, 
teacher-bashing  or  an  easy 
schedule.  It  did  not  surprise  me 


to  watch  these  administrators 
testify  at  an  arbitration  and  watch 
these  character  traits  emerge 
under  skillful  cross-examination. 
Many  of  these  administrators 
interrogate  and  frighten  kids  with 
no  accountability.  I  know;  I’ve 
seen  kids  crying  and  done  mop- 
up  operations  attempting  to 
console  them.  So  have  many  of 
my  colleagues. 

The  Boston  Public  Schools  need 
real  leaders.  It  is  my  fervent  wish 
and  prayer  that  it  finds  them. 
These  students  and  teachers 
deserve  better. 

The  teachers  here  are  scared  to 
death  of  the  administration:  some 
anxious  to  preserve  their  lighter 
schedules  with  continued 
‘service’  to  the  front  office;  others 
scared  to  be  heard  defending 
their  rights  under  the  contract. 
This  was  not  spoken  in  jest.  I  find 
this  brief  insight  frightening. 

The  faculty  here  can  be  delightful 
one-on-one,  but  it  is  rare  that  one 
has  time  to  meet  and  talk  with 
colleagues.  The  oppressive 
command  structure  here,  the  lack 
of  communal  teachers’  rooms, 
and  the  fear  factor  all  militate 
against  this.  In  a  way  it  reminds 
me  of  the  Argentinian  movie  “The 
Official  Story,”  when  a  man  says, 
“I  know  exactly  where  I  live.” That 
is,  I  know  enough  to  keep  my 
mouth  shut  and  my  head  in  the 
foxhole.  This  attitude  spills  over 
into  one’s  attitude  toward 
teaching  -  it  has  to,  and  that’s  not 
fair  to  these  students.  Many 
teachers  stay  in  their  bunkers 
and  rarely  venture  out.  As  Faculty 
Senate  Secretary,  I’ve  been 
personally  maligned  in  memos 
written  by  administrators  and 
distributed  to  teachers’ 
mailboxes.  This  is  what  passes 
for  normalcy  here. 

Why  are  you  retiring?  What  are 
your  plans  for  the  future? 

I  have  a  thesis  to  write  for  my 
Master’s  in  Spanish  Language. 
I’ll  continue  practicing  law  in  an 
FDA-mandated  clinical  drug  trial 
setting  and  teaching  summers  at 
Mass.  Art.  After  the  thesis,  I  plan 
to  go  scuba  diving  in  Bora  Bora 
for  awhile. 

Do  you  have  a  last  “shout  out” 
to  your  colleagues  and 
students?  Any  advice  to  future 
teachers  at  BLS? 

Colleagues: 

1)  If  an  action  by  administration 
violates  the  contract,  grieve  it 
immediately.  It’s  your  right:  use  it 
or  lose  it! 

2)  Don’t  forget  to  enjoy  the 
students  you  teach! 

Students: 

1)  Chicle  en  la  basura 

2)  90%  of  life  is  just  showing  up. 
Future  teachers: 

You  must  love  teaching  in  order 
to  teach  well.  We  have  the  best 
students  on  the  planet  (and  Zom) 
here  at  BLS. 


Dr.  Thomas  Frontera 


Math  Department 


Why  did  you  become  a 
teacher?  I  became  a  teacher 
because  my  first  year  at  B.C.  Law 
School  left  me  disenchanted 
about  pursuing  positions  in 
society  for  reasons  of  money  and 
power.  I  wanted  to  obtain  a  job 
which  gave  me  a  sense  of 
purpose  and  fulfillment. 

When  did  you  start  teaching  at 
BLS?  I  started  teaching  at  Latin 
School  more  than  twenty  years 
ago. 

What  classes  have  you  taught 
since  you  started  teaching 
here  (subject  and  grade  level)? 

During  the  twenty  years,  I  have 
taught  classesjin  math]  from 
grades  seven  through  twelve. 

How  would  you  describe  your 
experience  teaching  at  BLS? 
What  is  most  memorable 
about  your  time  here?  I  have 
enjoyed  my  time  at  Latin  School 
very  much.  I  feel  privileged  to 
have  spent  so  many  years  with 
great  colleagues  and  super 
students.  I  treasure  being  a  small 
part  of  the  great  tradition  of  Latin 
School. 

Why  are  you  retiring?  What  are 
your  plans  for  the  future?  I  am 

retiring  having  had  my  best  year 
with  a  great  bunch  of  kids.  I  think 
I  am  the  best  teacher  I  have  ever 
been.  I  believe  going  out  on  top 
in  your  chosen  profession  is  the 
way  to  go.  I  will  take  some  time 
off  and  I  may  teach  at  a  private 
school  in  the  future. 

Do  you  have  a  last  “shout  out” 
to  your  colleagues  and 
students?  Any  advice  to  future 
teachers  at  BLS?  My 

experience  at  Latin  School  has 
been  a  great  ride.  Young 
teachers  should  never  stop 
learning  and  trying  new  ways  to 
teach  their  students.  To  all,  thank 
you  and  God  Bless. 


Gordon  C.  Estabrooks 


Science  Program  Director 

Why  did  you  become  a 
teacher?  Fortuitously,  I  never 
even  considered  the  field  of 
education  as  my  vocation.  It  just 
happened;  I  took  the  test  for 
Science. 

When  did  you  start  teaching  at 
BLS?  September  1967 

What  classes  have  you  taught 
since  you  started  teaching 
here  (subject  and  grade  level)? 

Physics  I  and  II,  Chemistry  I, 
Biology  I  and  II,  and  AP  Earth 
Science. 

How  would  you  describe  your 
experience  teaching  at  BLS? 
What  is  most  memorable 
about  your  time  here?  I  have 
had  an  extraordinary  experience 
which  has  developed  me  as  a 
person.  I  enjoy  working  with 
young  people  and  helping 
teachers  develop  their  patience 
in  this  world  of  great  challenges. 

Why  are  you  retiring?  What  are 
your  plans  for  the  future?  It  is 

time.  [Plans  for  the  future:] 
K.E.L.P.  program  Marine  Science 
-workshops,  newsletters,  library 
resources  for  students  and 
teachers. 

Do  you  have  a  last  “shout  out” 
to  your  colleagues  and 
students?  Any  advice  to  future 
teachers  at  BLS?  I  wish  my 
colleagues  the  best  as  they 
endeavor  to  educate  and  develop 
the  skills  of  young  people.  I  love 
them  all  -  they  are  the  greatest. 

Compiled  by  Zi  Xiu  Chen,  class 
IV,  Olivia  Paquette,  class  IV,  and 
Indira  Prihartono,  class  IV. 


Thank  you 
Teachers! 

Jim  &  Donna  O'Brien 
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Leanne  Gaffney:  President 


I  have  to  warn  you  that  the 
first  part  of  this  piece  will  be  thank- 
yous  and  shout-outs,  so  if  you 
want  to  skip  ahead,  feel  free.  First 
I  have  to  thank  my  parents.  I 
would  have  never  made  it  through 
Latin  without  them.  There  were 
the  OfficeMax  runs,  presentation 
rehearsals,  and  of  course  the 
ever-increasing  amount  of  papers 
to  proofread.  Thanks,  Mom  and 
Dad.  You  guys  know  that  this  is 
your  accomplishment  as  much  as 
it  is  mine.  To  all  my  other  family 
members:  you  guys  have  done  so 
much  for  me.  Thanks  for  always 
looking  out  for  the  youngest.  An¬ 
gela,  thanks  for  always  believing 


I’d  end  up  on  top.  Ames,  thanks 
for  the  spontaneous  visits  that 
made  me  stop  working.  To  my  32 
posse:  the  bus  rides  are  over! 
Caitlin,  there  are  too  many  Mock 
Trial,  Samaritans,  basketball,  and 
softball  memories  to  recount,  but 
I  still  need  to  say  thank  you  for 
making  me  laugh  and  for  buying 
me  Starbuck’s  peanut  butter  cook¬ 
ies  when  I  needed  them.  Chris¬ 
tine,  thanks  for  always  forgiving 
me  my  mistakes  and  for  always 
listening  to  me  when  I  need  you. 
Laurie,  I  promise  that  Yearbook 
will  end  but  our  friendship  never 
will.  Melis,  thanks  for  always  stick¬ 
ing  up  for  me  and  for  being  so  cute 
and  adorable.  Rebecca,  there 
would  be  no  Class  of  2003  with¬ 
out  you.  Tiffany,  we  need  to  go 
back  to  New  York  City.  Calisse, 
thanks  for  making  me  smile.  To 
my  class  officers  and  class  com¬ 
mittee  members,  especially  La 
Toia,  thanks  for  all  the  help.  I’ll 
need  your  help  again  before  we 
know  it.  To  my  Mock  Trial  bud¬ 
dies:  my  weekends  would  never 


have  been  the  same  without  you. 
To  all  my  other  friends:  I  love  you. 
To  all  my  amazing  teachers:  thank 
you  for  challenging  me  and  work¬ 
ing  me  to  the  point,  where  I  know 
that  there  is  nothing  that  I  cannot 
do.  After  all,  I  survived  your 
classes.  To  all  the  other  people 
at  BLS:  thanks  for  putting  up  with 
me  and  always  helping. 

Class  of  2003,  thanks  for  all 
the  memories.  Each  one  of  you 
has  given  me  something  which  I 
will  never  forget.  I  do  not  have 
enough  time  to  tell  each  of  you 
what  you  mean  to  me,  but  I  can 
tell  you  that  you  have  always  in¬ 
spired  me.  From  the  minute  I  sat 
down  in  my  first  class  at  Latin,  Ms. 
Middleton’s  Reading  class,  I  knew 
that  it  was  going  to  be  tough  -  but 
you  all  encouraged  me,  supported 
me,  and  guided  me  every  step  of 
the  way.  When  I  did  not  think  I 
could  do  it  anymore,  you  told  me  I 
could.  You  have  all  been  so  ac¬ 
tive  pursuing  your  extracurriculars 
that  you  inspired  me  to  go  beyond 
the  classroom  and  do  other  stuff, 


too.  The  other  stuff,  the  outside 
of  the  classroom  nonsense:  that 
has  been  my  fun.  That  is  where  I 
grew  up.  Thank  you  for  making  me 
get  out  there.  I  wish  you  all  the 
world  and  I  know  you  will  find  it, 
change  it,  and  leave  it  better  than 
when  you  came.  I  only  hope  that 
you  keep  me  posted  so  I  can  con¬ 
tinue  to  learn  from  you.  It  has 
been  insane.  There  were  times 
when  it  got  real  bad,  but  you  were 
always  the  good.  So,  again,  thank 
you. 

To  the  classes  of  2004, 
2005,  2006,  2007,  2008,  and  all 
those  to  come,  good  luck.  No, 
seriously,  you  can  do  it.  If  you 
apply  yourself  and  get  a  good 
group  of  friends,  I  promise  you’ll 
make  it.  I  am  sure  you  ask  your¬ 
self  the  question  that  hovers  over 
all  BLS  kids  and  makes  them  lose 
sleep  at  night,  the  question  I  too 
asked  myself  constantly.  “Is  it 
worth  it?  Is  BLS  really  worth  it?” 
The  answer  is  a  very  personal 
one,  different  for  every  individual. 
If  you  think  the  answer  is  an  obvi¬ 


ous  “no,”  don’t  be  discouraged.  I 
was  convinced  that  it  was  “no”  for 
a  long  time  but  I  can  honestly  tell 
you  that  it  was  worth  every  minute 
of  it  for  me.  Though  I  cannot  guar¬ 
antee  your  answer  will  ever  be 
“yes,”  I  can  tell  you  how  to  make 
the  best  of  BLS:  commit  yourself. 
You're  going  to  be  here  anyway, 
so  you  might  as  well  pour  your¬ 
self  into  it.  Latin  is  like  a  savings 
account  with  a  great  interest 
rate — the  more  you  put  into  it,  the 
more  you  get  out  of  it.  GET  IN¬ 
VOLVED.  Find  an  activity  that  you 
are  passionate  about  and  join.  If 
it  is  not  here,  bring  it:  you’ll  meet 
great  friends  and  your  activity  will 
serve  as  a  well-deserved  release. 
However,  try  not  to  take  on  too 
much.  If  you  ever  find  that  you 
are  in  over  your  head,  tell  some¬ 
one.  Believe  it  or  not,  there  are 
plenty  of  people  at  this  school  that 
care  and  they’ll  help.  They  always 
do. 


Alexandra  Allukian:  Vice  President 


When  you’re  the  fifth  of  six 
children  to  attend  the  infamous 
Boston  Latin  School,  you  are 
forced  to  learn  to  use  your  head, 
speak  up  for  yourself,  compete 
against  great  odds,  and  have  fun 
at  moments  when  you  have  little 
else  to  protect  you.  In  short,  you 
learn  to  survive  using  a  winning 
combination  of  mental  and  physi¬ 
cal  dexterity  laced  wirth  humor. 
When  going  through  BLS,  my 
younger  brother  and  I  always  felt 
the  burden  that  came  from  being 
the  two  youngest  members  of  a 


large  family  (or,  as  my  mother  re¬ 
fers  to  us,  the  light  at  the  end  of 
the  tunnel).  We  always  had  to 
complete  one  more  task  than  our 
older  and  stronger  siblings,  to  get 
out  of  their  looming  shadow!  Al¬ 
ways,  whenever  I  won  an  award 
or  felt  that  I  had  really  distin¬ 
guished  myself  from  my  older  sib¬ 
lings  at  BLS  by  doing  random 
things  (like  dancing  to  Michael 
Jackson’s  “Beat  It”  at  the  Pep 
Rally)  it  would  never  fail:  one  of 
my  teachers  would  say,  “That’s 
‘far-out’  Alison!”  As  I  leave  BLS 
now,  my  only  proof  that  my  time 
spent  in  the  hallowed  halls  of  BLS 
was  unique  is  if  my  little  brother 
one  day  would  come  home  com¬ 
plaining  that  one  of  his  teachers 
called  him  “Alexandra!” 

I  still  wonder  whether  BLS 
really  did  prepare  me  for  the  real 
world.  I  mean,  will  I  ever  have  to 


sit  down  and  take  any  more  ab¬ 
surd  multiple-choice  tests?  The 
following  is  an  actual  excerpt  from 
a  test  that  I  had  to  take  at  BLS: 

Choice  A:  a,  b,  and  c 
Choice  B:  a,  b,  c,  but  not  d  or 
e 

Choice  C:  a,  b,  sometimes  c, 
and  once  only  d 

Choice  D:  a,  e,  usually  c,  al¬ 
ways  d,  and  only  b  depending  on 
what  color  shirt  you  will  wear  to 
school  next  Monday 

Choice  E:  all  of  the  above. 

Will  I  ever  have  to  ask  my 
boss  to  sign  a  piece  of  paper  al¬ 
lowing  me  to  use  the  bathroom? 
(No,  sorry,  Alexandra,  you  cannot 
go  to  the  bathroom  during  either 
the  first  ten  minutes  or  the  last  ten 
minutes  of  each  hour.)  When  I  ask 
my  boss  to  explain  something,  will 
I  be  even  more  confused  after  I 


hear  his  explanation? 

In  my  six  years  here,  I  have 
come  to  understand  that  it  is  we, 
the  students,  that  make  this  school 
what  it  is!  I  have  also  learned  that 
it  is  the  students,  who  participate 
in  activities  after  school,  such  as 
sports,  clubs,  drama,  music,  art, 
and  the  rest  that  make  up  the 
“heart”  of  the  school;  without  them, 
this  school  would  be  without  suc¬ 
cess,  without  personality,  without 
character,  cold — lifeless.  For  all 
you  underclassmen  looking  for 
footsteps  to  follow,  look  for  those 
sprinting  on  the  track,  pulling  out 
their  French  horns,  posing  as 
Hamlet  in  the  Black  Box  theater, 
learning  the  next  step  from  Ms. 
Skerritt,  or  sinking  a  free  throw — 
for  these  are  the  students  who  al¬ 
low  us  to  confidently  chant 
“Sumus  Primi”  at  the  top  of  our 
lungs.  These  are  the  students 


who  possess  a  character  found 
only  on  mountaintops,  in  deserts, 
and  across  oceans. .  .these  are  the 
people  whom  you  want  as  your 
friends. 

A  special  thank  you  to  my 
fellow  class  officers,  class  commit¬ 
tee  members,  and  to  all  the  teach¬ 
ers  who  truly  care  about  their  stu¬ 
dents. 

To  the  Class  of  2003:  You 
were  my  strength  when  I  was 
weak,  you  were  my  voice  when  I 
couldn’t  speak,  you  were  my  eyes 
when  I  couldn’t  see,  you  saw  the 
truth  that  was  in  me... I’m  every¬ 
thing  I  am  because  you  loved  me! 
Class  of  2003,  you  were  and  will 
always  be  the  wind  beneath  my 
wings  and  I  leave  you  with  these 
words  from  Michael  Jackson: 
Keep  On  with  the  Force,  Don’t 
Stop. ..Don’t  Stop  Till  You  Get 
Enough! 


Adam  Weiss:  Treasurer 
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Here  we  are  -  on  the  verge 
of  our  high  school  graduation  and 
our  deliverance  from  the  Boston 
Latin  School.  I  truly  don’t  think  a 
single  one  of  us  ever  expected  this 


moment  to  come  to  fruition  when 
we  walked  through  those  pasty 
green  doors  on  the  first  day  of  sev¬ 
enth  grade  six  years  ago.  Do  you 
remember  how  old  everyone 
looked?  The  truth  is  that  I  don’t  feel 
that  old  right  now.  I  don’t  think  any 
of  us  do. 

It  would  be  hard  to  say  that 
the  time  flew,  because  six  years 
at  Latin  can  be  a  pretty  lingering 
period  of  time.  Still,  it’s  hard  to 
believe  that  it’s  actually  time  to  bid 
farewell  to  this  school,  to  so  many 
of  our  best  friends,  and  to  an  en¬ 


tire  chapter  in  our  lives.  Next  year 
we  will  adorn  the  campuses  of  elite 
(or  not-so-elite;  don’t  sweat  it)  uni¬ 
versities  around  the  nation... oh  my 
God,  how  sweet  is  that?  The  truth 
is  that  most  of  us  are  pretty 
psyched  about  going  away  to 
school  next  year,  as  you  damn  well 
should  be!  Sure,  Boston  Latin  will 
miss  (some  of)  us,  but  like  I  say, 
that’s  just  the  way  the  cookie 
crumbles. 

For  all  of  you  underclass¬ 
men,  just  keep  up  hope,  because 
one  day  you’ll  be  in  the  same  po¬ 


sition  that  we  are.  You  have  a  lot 
to  look  forward  to  (especially  if 
your  senior  year  is  half  as  fun  as 
mine  was),  and  eventually  all  your 
hard  work  and  dedication  will  pay 
off.  As  strange  as  it  may  sound, 
take  advantage  of  your  time  at 
Latin,  because  one  day  you’re 
going  to  be  sitting  in  school  with 
just  a  couple  days  left  and  you’re 
going  to  wonder  where  it  all  went. 
You  may  not  be  missing  it,  but 
deep  down  somewhere,  even  if 
you  don’t  want  to  show  it,  there  will 
be  a  twinge  of  sadness. 


In  closing,  I  wish  absolutely 
everyone  in  the  Class  of  2003  the 
best  of  luck  in  everything  the  fu¬ 
ture  may  bring.  To  all  of  my  friends, 
thanks  for  all  the  laughs  and  all  the 
memories  -  without  you  this  place 
wouldn’t  have  meant  half  as  much 
to  me.  Finally,  to  the  rest  of  you,  I 
hope  along  the  way  I’ve  had  some 
sort  of  influence  on  you,  even  if 
only  as  that  crazy  Jewish  kid  you 
accidentally  elected  treasurer. 
Good  luck  and  farewell. 


Anne  Roddy:  Secretary 


Well  we  finally  made  it!  I 
never  thought  I  would  hear  my¬ 


self  say  those  words.  It  feels  like 
just  yesterday  we  were  running 
up  the  stairs  to  our  third  floor 
homerooms  with  our  sixie  book 
bags.  The  past  six  years  haven’t 
always  been  easy  but  they  sure 
are  unforgettable.  I’m  sure  we’ve 
all  pulled  our  share  of  all  nighters 
whether  it  be  for  a  science 
project,  paper,  or  one  of  Dr. 
Lambert’s  famous  essay  tests. 
But  even  after  these  six  years 
Robert  Fulghum’s  famous  quote 


still  remains  true  “All  I  really  need 
to  know  I  learned  in  kindergar¬ 
ten.” 

I’ll  never  remember  what  I 
got  on  my  tests,  papers,  and  re¬ 
port  cards  nor  do  I  want  to  for 
that  matter  but  what  I’ll  never 
forget  are  the  friends  I  made  in 
the  past  six  years.  So  to  all  my 
girls:  Jenna,  Katie,  Courtney, 
Tash,  Lisa,  Dina,  and  Bonnie  and 
to  everyone  else  who  has  helped 
me  through  the  past  six  years  I 


want  to  thank  you.  I  could  not 
have  done  it  without  you.  There 
is  nothing  better  than  someone 
making  you  laugh  when  you  are 
having  the  worst  day  of  your  life 
for  the  second  time  in  a  week. 
To  the  class  comittee  members 
I  would  like  to  thank  you  guys. 
Without  you  my  job  would  be  ten 
times  harder. 

To  the  Class  of  2003  you 
guys  are  the  best.  You  have  a 
lot  to  be  proud  of.  It  took  us  a 


while  to  get  us  here  and  we  lost 

some  along  the  way  but  to  those 

of  you  who  are  graduating  today 

I  congratulate  you.  Best  of  luck 

next  year  and  I’ll  see  you  all  at 

the  reunion.  And  in  the  word  of 

Dr.  Seuss  “Oh  the  places  you’ll 

_  _  !! 

go. 
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Valedictorian's  Farewell 


By  Mingjian  Chen,  I 

Valedictorian,  Class  of  2003 

I’ve  never  been  good  at 
saying  good-bye,  though  I’ve 
moved  so  often  and  should  have 
become  well  accustomed  to  say¬ 
ing  it. 

It’s  stranger  to  bid  farewell 
to  the  first  school  I’ve  spent  more 
than  a  year  and  a  half  in.  A  school 
I’ve  spent  now  a  third  of  my  life 
in. 

It’s  strangest  to  say  good¬ 
bye  to  my  entire  class  with  the 
awareness  that  there  are  still  so 
many  of  you  I’ve  never  met,  or 
those  I  now  have  to  say  good¬ 
bye  to,  though  I  wish  I  had  the 
chance  to  get  to  know  you  bet¬ 
ter,  or  those  I  say  good-bye  to 
now,  knowing  we  will  keep  in 
touch  anyway. 

It’s  been  a  long  six  years  - 
or  rather,  the  traveling  of  those 
six  years  seemed  long  and  inter- 


By  Jamila  Martin,  I 

Salutatorian,  Class  of  2003 

Okay,  you’re  going  to  have 
to  bear  with  me  here  really.  It’s 
the  day  before  the  last  ever  in 
high  school,  currently  working  on 
liter  number  three,  I  believe,  of 
Diet  Coke;  yes,  I’ve  seen  better 
days.  Well,  I  had  no  idea,  no 
idea,  what  to  write,  so  I  was  look¬ 
ing  through  old  senior  Argos  (I 
know,  I  save  the  last  ones  -  my 
sad,  sad  secret)  to  get  some 
ideas  of  what  (not)  to  do.  Every¬ 
one  left  these  messages  of  what 
they  learned,  like  what  the  expe¬ 
rience  taught  them,  blah,  blah, 
blah... I  decided  that  was  a  “no.” 
Really,  you  were  here;  if  you  want 
to  take  a  lesson  from  it,  I’m  not 
going  to  stop  you,  but  this  isn’t  a 
paying  job,  so  - 1  mean,  the  vale¬ 
dictorians  were  telling  people  not 
to  stress  and  not  to  worry  about 
grades.  Seriously?  Stop. 

Anyhow,  that  means  I  have 
to  write  some  other  ending  and 
send-off,  so  here  it  goes.  One 
farewell  message  coming  up  - 
hold  the  cheese.  I’ve  got  to  ad¬ 
dress  all  of  the  sadness  I’m  start¬ 
ing  to  see  emerging.  I  mean,  this 
is  sort  of  the  end  of  an  era  for  us. 


minable  at  so  many  moments, 
but  at  the  end  now,  the  road  trav¬ 
eled,  it  all  seems  so  brief.  A  sig¬ 
nificant  chapter  of 
my  life  -  and  of  all 
our  lives  -  whose 
impact  we  prob¬ 
ably  still  won’t  re¬ 
alize  fully  until 
many  more  years 
down  the  road  is 
now  at  a  close, 
but  we’ve  all  been 
well  prepared  to 
face  the  future. 

I  lack  the  life 
experience  to  of¬ 
fer  words  of  gen¬ 
eral  wisdom  or 
advice,  only  en¬ 
couragement  and 
belief  in  our  future 
and  the  hope  that 
all  of  us  will  realize  our  potential. 
Despite  the  obstacles  that  occur 
along  the  way,  it  is  actually  quite 


Let  us  not  take  out  a  monopoly 
on  nostalgia  just  yet,  folks:  leave 
some  for  the  old  people. 

For  all  of  our  cliques,  our 
in-school  friends  and  our  out-of- 
school  friends:  at  the  end  of  the 
day,  we  all  did  this  wacked-up 
thing  to¬ 
gether; 
we  got 
through  it. 

Person¬ 
ally,  I’m 
definitely 
planning 
on  not  do¬ 
ing  any¬ 
thing  that 
hard 
again  for  a 
while. 

Maybe 
you’re  a 
glutton  for 
the  pun¬ 
ishment, 
but  I’m  ac¬ 
tually  all 
set  with 
that 

thanks  though.  Even  if  we’re  not 
friends,  we  still  have  this  weird 
connection  that  kids  who  went  to 
other  schools  will  never  have  with 


difficult  to  completely  wreck  one’s 
life  beyond  repair  in  a  day  or  two. 
Failing  a  quiz,  a  test  or  two  is 
pretty  bad 
news  -  we 
all  have  -  or 
having  mer¬ 
cury  spills 
bar  you 
from  your 
locker 
which  con¬ 
tains  your 
Chemistry 
g  book  that 
3  you  need 

UJ  J 

z  for  your  final 
|  the  next 
$  day,  or  be- 
w  ing  up  at  an 
§  ungodly 
hour  typing 
desperately 
to  meet  rapidly  approaching 
deadlines  that  you  know  you 
should’ve  met  days  ago  but  be- 


us.  The  best  day  of  their  life  is 
never  going  to  have  been  the  day 
the  water  pipe  burst  (actually,  I 
sincerely  hope  that’s  not  the  best 
day  of  your  lives  either,  but  you 
get  the  point).  They’ll  never  know 
what  it’s  like  to  be  a  17-year-old 
human,  with 
stress  on  the 
word  human, 
who,  for  some 
inexplicable 
reason,  is 
herded  like 
cattle.  Of 
course,  they 
won’t  want  to 
know,  but,  if  for 
some  reason 
they  did,  want 
to  know,  they 
couldn’t.  It’s 
our  little  secret. 
Won’t  every¬ 
one  be  so  jeal¬ 
ous. 

H  o  n  - 
estly,  let’s  not 
pretend  that  it 
was  all  good. 
In  fact,  let’s  not  even  pretend  that 
most  of  it  was  good.  Exhibit  A: 
my  mother  is  now  absolutely  con¬ 
vinced  that  I  have  completely  lost 


tween  senioritis,  APs,  and  a  gru¬ 
eling  computer  competition,  you 
somehow  forgot.  But  Time  al¬ 
ways  has  a  funny  way  of  making 
everything  come  out  right.  Or 
given  enough  time,  we  all  man¬ 
age  to  cope  and  move  on. 

So  I  close  with  my  favorite 
words  from  Horace,  to  remind  us 
all  to  not  be  anxious  and  fear  for 
a  future  we  are  unable  to  see,  just 
to  simply  know  it  is  there  and  if 
we  strive  despite  the  frailty  of  our 
mortal  condition,  it  will  be  well- 
worth  the  striving.  Tu  ne 
quaesieris  -  scire  nefas  -  quern 
mihi,  quern  tibi  finem  di  dederint: 
ask  thou  not  -  it  is  unspeakable 
to  know  -  what  end  the  gods  have 
given  to  you  and  to  me. 

Congratulations,  Class  of 
2003,  and  best  of  luck  in  the  wide 
and  untrodden  paths  of  the  future 
that  await  us. 


my  mind,  that  I  have  literally  flown 
the  coop.  Really,  she’s  seriously 
worried  that  I  won’t  be  able  to 
take  care  of  myself  in  the  future. 
I  don’t  know:  she  very  well  may 
be  right.  I  may  be  ruined.  For 
that  matter,  so  might  you.  But, 
that  aside,  it’s  all  good  because 
we’re  all  a  little  bit  messed  up 
together.  It’s  about  the  together¬ 
ness,  people. 

(Brace  yourselves:  there 
may  be  a  little  bit  of  cheese.  What 
can  I  say?  This  isn’t  Burger  King.) 
All  in  all,  what  I  think  everyone  is 
crying  about  (I  could  be  wrong: 
it’s  rare,  but  it  has  happened)  is 
the  people  and  the  friendships, 
unless  you  have  some  emotional 
attachment  to  homework,  which 
is  cool  too,  if  that’s  your  thing.  No 
worries.  (Well,  a  few.)  But,  while 
the  homework  may  end,  the 
friendships  don’t  have  to.  Even 
the  ones  that  aren’t  really  friend- 
friendships  don’t  have  to  end. 
So,  dry  your  tears  and  get  ready 
for  a  good  time  because  almost 
anything’s  got  to  be  better.  Give 
me  a  call  in  10  or  20  years.  I 
promise  I  won’t  hang  up  -  not 
immediately,  anyway. 


A  Graduate's  Advice 


By  Michael  Guerra,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

Latin  School  is  not  for  ev¬ 
eryone.  I’ve  had  friends  leave.  It 
was  sad  to  see  them  go,  but  even 
sadder  to  see  them  dejected  ev¬ 
ery  day,  knowing  they  didn’t  be¬ 
long  here.  One  friend,  a  student 
who  repeated  fivesie  year,  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Another  Course  to  Col¬ 
lege  in  the  11th  grade  and  has 
received  a  full  scholarship  to  BU. 
Obviously,  ACC’s  atmosphere 
was  the  right  one  for  him. 

2002-2003  was  a  great 
year  for  Boston  Latin  School  due 
to  improvements  in  the  arts  and 
guidance  departments.  Music 
saw  the  addition  of  Mr.  Ryan 
Snyder  and  several  new  groups; 
visual  art  began  to  utilize  Andrew 
Warren  and  the  photo  lab,  and 
the  Drama  Club  sent  The  Dining 
Room  to  state  finals.  The  guid¬ 
ance  department  benefited  from 
the  continued  efforts  of  Mr.  Jim 
Montague,  perhaps  the  best  ad¬ 
dition  ever  made  to  BLS.  Be¬ 
sides  being  extremely  dedicated, 
he’s  the  warmest,  kindest  per¬ 
sonality  around.  Though  I’m  of¬ 
ten  critical  of  the  school,  these 
changes  in  the  arts  and  guidance 
departments  have  been  encour¬ 
aging. 

There’s  bad  news,  how¬ 
ever.  BLS  is  going  to  lose  fund¬ 
ing.  You  can  let  the  cuts  affect 
you  or  you  can  fight  back.  You 
must  continue  doing  what  you 
love,  regardless  of  funding. 
When  my  friends  and  I  started  the 
Improv  Troupe,  we  had  to  meet 
in  the  MassArt  park  because  the 
school  lacked  space.  There  are 
ways  to  do  what  you  want  -  the 
trick  is  finding  them. 

My  biggest  complaint 
about  Latin  is  still  that  it  breeds 
stress,  but  I’ve  found  a  few  keys 
to  happiness:  Don’t  allow  your¬ 
self  to  stress  about  work.  Find  the 
amount  of  work  that  lets  you  be 
happy  and  still  bring  in  reason¬ 
able  grades.  No  matter  how  strict 
your  parents  are,  remember  that 
you  are  doing  this  for  yourself.  If 
they  need  help  understanding 
that,  there  are  people  at  school 
who  will  speak  on  your  behalf. 
Your  well-being  is  more  important 
than  grades  . 

Find  something  to  get  you 
through  hard  times.  My  passion 
was  the  Improv  Troupe.  Find  your 
passion.  You’ll  have  a  much 
harder  time  without  it. 

Have  a  sense  of  humor. 
Humor  helps  to  take  the  worst 
situations,  and  pull  something 
positive  out  of  them. 

If  something  is  happening 
here  that  you  don’t  like,  try  to 
change  it.  This  school  exists  for 
one  purpose:  to  serve  you.  You 
have  the  right  to  make  this  school 
whatever  you  want.  Choose  your 
battles  wisely,  however.  Ask  your¬ 
self:  what  are  my  chances  of  ac¬ 
tually  getting  this  changed?  If  you 
fight  everything,  no  one  will  take 
you  seriously.  Talk  to  people,  de¬ 
termine  what  the  major  issues 
are,  and  get  them  changed. 

Don’t  compete  with  each 
other.  Do  your  best  for  yourself, 
and  help  your  friends.  They  need 
you. 

BLS  has  positive  qualities, 
and  in  some  ways  it’s  still  best 
school  in  Boston.  Find  and  em¬ 
brace  the  positive  qualities,  and 
you’ll  do  something  for  this 
school  that  hasn’t  been  done  in 
a  long  time,  make  it  as  presti¬ 
gious  as  everyone  pretends  it  is. 


Congratulations 

Jeremiah! 

with  love, 

Mom,  Dad  &  Christina 

Together  since  1st  Grade  - 
Wow!  Congratulations  to 
all  of  you! 

Caitlyn  Z,  Cheryl,  Drew,  Johnny  B, 

Kara,  Michala  &  Stephanie 

Congratulations,  MikkaM! 
Congratulations! 

We’re  so  proud  of  you! 
Much  Love, 

Mom, Dad,  Rosco  &Tuck 

We  Love  You, 

MrSo  ConsfanfinveH 
Working  together  we  made  if 
to  Graduation  Dayo 

With  thanks  from. 

The  Chaplin  Family 

Salutatorian's  Farewell 
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"Twenty  years  from  now  you  will  be  more  disappointed  by  the  things  that 
you  didn't  do  than  by  the  ones  you  did  do.  So  throw  off  the  bowlines.  Sail 
away  from  the  safe  harbor.  Catch  the  trade  winds  in  your  sails. 

Explore,  Dream,  Discover!" 

—  Mark  Twain 


Adams,  Stephanie 
Ahmed,  Humera 
Aldag,  Erik 
Ali,  Najah 
Allukian,  Alexandra 
Andry,  Adrienne 
Aquino,  Mark 
Augustin,  Emerson 
Backman,  Lisa 
Bagley,  Jennifer 
Bailey,  Njeri 
Baldner,  Daniel 
Bartolome,  Victor 


Stonehill  C 
Boston  C 
Boston  U 
U  Rhode  Island 
Wellesley  C 
Boston  C 
Union  C  NY 
Teikyo-Post  U 
Duke  U 
Suffolk  U 
Undecided 
St  Leo  C 
Boston  U 


Baxter,  Hilary  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 
Bayer,  Emma  Trinity  C  CT 

Bemotas,  Meghan  Salem  C 

Biele,  David  Boston  C 

Blackett,  Dennison  Berklee  C  Music 

Blicker,  Leanna  Iona  C 

Boccuzzi,  Patrick  Emerson  C 

Bonnice,  Elizabeth  Oxford  U 

Bowes,  Cheryl  Suffolk  U 

Brennan,  Kerry  U  Southern  Maine 

Breu,  Jessica  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Brown,  Jodine  Temple  U 

Bruno,  Michael  Mass  Maritime  Acdemy 

Bucilla,  Drew  Columbia  U 

Burke,  Emily  Boston  C 

Butcher,  Cecil  Undecided 

Butterfoss,  Sara  Undecided 

Cafferky,  Jannelle  Boston  C 

Callender,  Tenisha  Loyola  C  Baltimore 
Carbuccia,  Luis  Daniel  Webster  C 

Carr,  William  Bentley  C 

Carthas,  Courtney  Salve  Regina  U 

Cassidy,  Jeffrey  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Cedrone,  Brian  Framingham  State  C 

Cervantes,  Cristhian  Northeastern  U 

Chan,  Henry  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Chan,  Jenny  Wellesley  C 

Chan,  Lily  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Chaplin,  Jeremiah  Worcester  Poly  Institute 
Charles,  Romane  Emerson  C 

Chen,  Li  Qing  Boston  C 

Chen,  Mary  Boston  C 

Chen,  Mingjian  Harvard  U 

Chen,  Ting  Simmons  C 

Cheng,  Jenny  Wellesley  C 

Chevarley,  Joseph  Wentworth  Inst  Tech. 
Chiu,  Daisy  Harvard  U 

Choi,  Christine  CA  State  U  Northridge 
Choi,  Sarah  Anne  Boston  C 

Chung,  Lisa  Boston  U 

Cohen-Leadholm,  Adam  Bowdoin  C 

Collins,  Michael  Harvard  U 

Colpack,  Dean  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Connolly,  Samantha  Columbia  U 

Connolly,  Sarah  Harvard  U 

Connors,  Maura  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Corbin,  Marico  Boston  U 

Cunniffe,  Patrick  St  Anselm  C 

Cupo,  Magdalena  Lesley  C 

Curran,  Brendan  Undecided 

Dacey,  Kevin  Boston  U 

Dai,  Longjie  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Daly,  Alice  Boston  U 

Dammin,  William  Phillips  Academy  Exeter 
Dargon,  Ian  Colorado  C 

D’artista,  Nadia  Boston  U 

Deng,  Yangqin  Boston  U 

Dervan,  Emily  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Destouche,  Donnalee  Boston  U 

Dewey,  Stephen  Harvard  U 

Dimitrakopoul,  Stamatios  Emerson  C 

Do,  Thach  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Dockery,  Benjamin  George  Washington  U 
Doherty,  Aislinn  St  Anselm  C 

Durant,  Michael  Assumption  C 

Edwards,  Thomas  Drexel  U 

Egan,  Jared  Northeastern  U 

Erlich,  Eva  New  York  U 

Farias,  Carmen  Wellesley  C 

Fitzpatrick,  Robert  St  Anselm  C 

Flaherty,  Sean  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 


Flanagan,  Kristen  Simmons  C 

Fleischer,  Bonnie  U  Wisconsin 

Foley,  Meagan  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 
Foley,  Stephen  U  Mass  Dartmouth 

Forbes,  Siobhan  Boston  C 

•Frain,  Sara  Loyola  U  New  Orleans 

Frantzis,  Sokratis  Undecided 

Freeman,  Andrew  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 
Gaffney,  Leanne  Harvard  U 

Galeota,  Katie  Boston  C 

Gallagher,  Jacqueline  Syracuse  U 

Gaveras,  Eleni  Undecided 

Gelott,  Tiffany  Duke  U 

Gillooly,  Caitlin  Harvard  U 

Godlewski,  Maciej  Harvard  U 

Gonzalez,  Christopher  Wentworth  Inst. 
Gonzalez,  Karina  Bryant  C 

Goodkind,  Anna  Barnard  C 

Graham-Felsen,  Joseph  RI  Sch.  Design 

Gray,  Amanda  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Greenberg,  Keri  Fairfield  U 

Greene,  John  George  Washington  U 

Greene,  Meghan  U  Delaware 

Greening,  Rebecca  New  York  U 

Guan,  Shawn  Trinity  U 

Guarino,  Janet  Boston  C 

Guerra,  Michael  Emmanuel  C 

Guinto,  Jason  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Halloran,  Gregory  Boston  U 

Haque,  Fahreen  Providence  C 

Harb,  Marie  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Harrington,  Kristen  Roger  Williams  U 

He,  Wei  Harvard  U 

Herbin,  James  U  Michigan 

Hickox,  Charles  Colorado  C 

Higgins,  Kara  Drew  U 

Higgins,  Mark  Harvard  U 

Higgins,  Samuel  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Hinds,  Makeda  Pace  U 

Ho,  Cathy  Boston  U 

Horn,  David  Boston  C 

Hooley,  Diana  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Hourihan,  David  Assumption  C 

Howard,  Ross  Antioch  C 

Huang,  Heng  Lian  New  York  U 

Hughes,  Kathleen  Georgetown  U 

Huynh,  Mark  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Huynh,  Phuc  Northeastern  U 

Iliev,  Ludmila  Clark  U 

Imafidon,  Faith  Harvard  U 

Jhamb,  Satvik  Boston  U 

Jin,  Yiting  Princeton  U 

Johnson,  Matthew  American  International  C 
Joly,  Coco  U  Vermont 

Joyce,  Elisabeth  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Kaufman,  Rebecca  Washington  U 

Keary,  William  Undecided 

Keller,  Colleen  George  Washington  U 

Kennedy,  Casey  U  Mass  Lowell 

Kennedy,  Michael  Drew  U 

Kenyon,  Julia  George  Washington  U 

Kerpan,  Michael  U  Mass  Boston 

Khouri-Babulal,  Rohini  Bridgewater  State  C 
Kiu,  Louisa  U  San  Francisco 

Koumasidis,  Christos  Massachusetts  Bay  CC 
Krieger,  Jonathan  Syracuse  U 

Kwan,  Christina  Boston  C 

Kwok,  Sze  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Kwong,  Joann  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Lam,  Tommy  Boston  U 

Lapets,  Andrei  Harvard  U 

Largess,  Daniel  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Larocque,  Paul  Manhattan  C 

Lau,  Kar  Ho  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Lau,  Lily  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Lazar,  Lauren  U  Vermont 

Le,  Khoa  Undecided 

Le,  My  Trinh  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Le,  Phuong  Boston  C 

Leary,  Natasha  Trinity  C  CT 

Lee,  Allen  Tulane  U 

Lee,  Amy  Boston  C 

Lee,  Nancy  Boston  U 

Lee,  Robert  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 


Leonard,  Stephen  Wentworth  Inst. 

Leung,  Lisa  Mass  C  Pharmacy  &  Health  Sci 
Liu,  Kevin  Mass  Inst  Technology 

Liu,  Nana  Wellesley  C 

Lo,  Matthew  Boston  U 

Lopes,  Daniel  St  Francis  Xavier  U  (Canada) 
Lu,  Jimmy  Northeastern  U 

Macleod,  Meghan  Hofstra  U 

Mai,  Sheila  Mass  C  Pharmacy  &  Health  Sci 
Mak,  Stephen  Colby  C 

Mandosa-Hayes,  Kate  Fordham  U 

Maneikis,  Stephanie  Harvard  U 

Manning,  Caroline  Framingham  State  C 
Manning,  Christopher  US  Naval  Academy 
Maranian,  Laurie  Harvard  U 

Marra,  Emma  Year  Off 

Martell,  Jenna  Providence  C 

Martin,  Brian  Boston  C 

Martin,  Jamila  Harvard  U 

Martin,  Peter  St  Anselm  C 

Martinez,  Melissa  Regis  C 

Matthews,  Melissa  U  Massachusetts  Boston 
McCarthy,  Christopher  U  Hartford 

McCarthy,  Elizabeth  Salve  Regina  U 

McColgan,  John  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 
McCoy,  Jennifer  Suffolk  U 

McDonald,  Leah  Harvard  U 

McDonough,  Emily  Bridgewater  State  C 

McKenna,  Brigid  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 
McKenzie,  Miguel  Wentworth  Inst. 

McManus,  Caetlin  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 
Meade,  Jennifer  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 
Medina,  Daphne  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 
Meekins,  Latoia  Framingham  State  C 

Mehler,  Evan  Marlboro  C 

Mei,  Gina  Northeastern  U 

Moise,  Dorice  Boston  C 

Momen,  Lamia  Boston  U 

Moore,  John  Vassar  C 

Moran,  Shannon  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 
Mui,  Helen  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Mulheam,  Michala  Boston  C 

Mullen,  Meghan  Hampshire  C 

Mullin,  Kerry  Boston  C 

Narduzzo,  Katie  Undecided 

Ng,  Julie  Tufts  U 

Ng,  Vivian  Boston  U 

Nguyen,  Lai  Amherst  C 

Nguyen,  Minh  Brown  U 

Norton,  Kathleen  Wagner  C 

Nucci,  John  Suffolk  U 

O’Brien,  Caitlin  Boston  C 

O’Malley,  Thomas  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 
Okeanawi,  Olufunke  Howard  U 

Ong,  Kimberly  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 
Oppus,  Mary  Margaret  Fordham  U 

Ortiz,  Maria  Kathrin  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 
Owens,  John  St  Michael’s  C 

Owolewa,  Adeyemi  Harvard  U 

Pan,  Chao  Tufts  U 

Parker,  Caroline  Undecided 

Parkman,  Charbra  Hampton  U 

Pasquale,  Natasha  Providence  C 

Perez,  Jerell  Northeastern  U 

Petridis,  Niki  Northeastern  U 

Philip,  Shaquanna  Emerson  C 

Phillips,  Emily  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Phu,  Kevin  St  John’s  U  NY 

Piccolo,  Angelique  Emerson  C 

Pimental,  Elizabeth  St  Lawrence  U 

Plefka,  Christine  Stonehill  C 

Pollina,  Calisse  Bryn  Mawr  C 

Polvere,  Francesca  Duke  U 

Poulin,  Roger  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Preneta,  Kasia  Cornell  U 

Printemps,  Natacha  Regis  C 

Putnam,  Cale  Worcester  Poly  Institute 

Rambo,  Katherine  Seton  Hall  U 

Redd,  Sara  Spelman  C 

Regan,  John  U  Mass  Dartmouth 

Roberts,  Andrew  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 
Roddy,  Anne  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 
Rodriguez,  Adriana  Boston  C 

Rodriguez,  Alicia  Harvard  U 


Rosewitz,  Jessica  Worcester  Poly  Institute 
Ruan,  Jenny  Mass  Inst  Technology 

Russell,  Robert  Swarthmore  C 

Ryan,  Glen  U  Rochester 

Rynne,  Megan  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 
Sanariya,  Purva  Boston  U 

Santos,  Anna  Undecided 

Santos,  Odair  Wentworth  Inst. 

Scagnoli,  Lauren  Bridgewater  State  C 

Scapicchio,  Stephen  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 
Seide,  Jennifer  U  Rhode  Island 

Serret,  Nadia  Regis  C 

Sharmeen,  Farhana  Wellesley  C 

Shattow,  Genevieve  Columbia  U 

Shinzawa,  Wendy  Wellesley  C 

Silva-Riobo,  Hector  Merrimack  C 

Simonini,  Matthew  Mount  Ida  C 

Skrzyniarz,  Eddie  Merrimack  C 

Slade,  Michelle  Lehigh  U 

Small,  Jonathan  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 
Smith,  Jonathan  Northeastern  U 

Smith-Perez,  Analisa  Columbia  U 

Sosinov,  Arcady  Boston  U 

St.  Pierre,  Melissa  Northeastern  U 

Stacy,  Marcus  U  Rhode  Island 

Stone,  Catherine  St  Anselm  C 

Stroshane,  Alexander  Rensselaer  Poly 

Stuart-Shor,  Joshua  Norwich  U 

Sullivan,  Alyson  Suffolk  U 

Sullivan,  Caitlin  Williams  C 

Sullivan,  Kathleen  Pace  U 

Sun,  Jimmy  Harvard  U 

Sybertz,  Courtney  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 
Sylvester,  Corey  Undecided 

Tam,  Karen  Boston  U 

Taylor,  Kelly  New  York  U 

Thomases,  Drew  Hamilton  C 

Timmerman,  Robert  Carnegie  Mellon  U 

Tobin,  Patrick  Chester  C 

Tompkins,  Christopher  U  Mass  Dartmouth 
Tong,  Kim  Wan  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 
Tran,  Chau  Harvard  U 

Tran,  Julie  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Tran,  Vinh  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Truong,  Yen  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 
Tsoi,  Samuel  Gordon  C  MA 

Tull,  Darren  Undecided 

Tulloch,  Lindiwel  Spelman  C 

Turolski,  Lucas  Boston  U 

Umeh,  Vivian  Regis  C 

Valenzuela,  Jose  Williams  C 

Viragh,  Attila  CA  State  U  Northridge 

Vo,  Kim  Khanh  Stonehill  C 

Vu,  Kim  Uyen  Undecided 

Waldron,  Arianne  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 
Walsh,  Paul  Wentworth  Inst 

Walton,  Allison  Salve  Regina  U 

Wang,  Xing  Boston  C 

Weiss,  Adam  U  Pennsylvania 

Weissman,  Daniel  Catholic  U  America 

Wicker,  John  Drew  U 

Willison,  Margaret  Kenyon  C 

Wilson,  Carlos  Drexel  U 

Wilson,  Taneisha  Bowdoin  C 

Wilson,  Zachary  Boston  U 

Wilson-Aguila,  Lissa  New  York  U 

Wong,  Kenneth  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 
Wong,  Mabel  Wellesley  C 

Wong,  Rebecca  Bryn  Mawr  C 

Wong,  Sandy  Northeastern  U 

Yee,  Theodore  Boston  U 

Yip,  Anita  Wellesley  C 

Yoo,  Hana  U  Chicago 

Yu,  Eleanor  Wellesley  C 

Yu,  Paul  U  Massachusetts  Amherst 

Yu,  Vallery  Boston  U 

Yuan,  Mark  Georgia  Inst  Technology 

Zaslavsky,  Marianna  Boston  C 

Zawaski,  Dina  Suffolk  U 

Zeller,  Caitlyn  George  Washington  U 

Zhen,  James  Boston  C 

Zhong,  Lily  Stanford  U 

Zhou,  Ying  U  Pennsylvania 

Zhu,  Qian  Harvard  U 
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Pat 


Patrick  Bocuzzi:  The  man, 
the  comedian  —  the  legend.  The 
famed  “other  half”  of  the  BLS  mas¬ 
cot,  Improvisational  actor 
extraordinaire,  and  Lampoon 
( Lampoon ?  What  Lampoon ?)  edi¬ 
tor  has  numerous  aliases,  includ¬ 
ing  the  obvious  Pat,  Parker  and 
Naples  (in  honor  of  his  Italian 
blood).  He  also  goes  by  “you  in  the 
bushes”  but,  he  explains,  “My  law¬ 
yer  won’t  let  me  say  why.”  Pat  has 
had  no  problem  keeping  things  real 
while  at  BLS  and  says  that  the  high 
point  of  his  BLS  career  has  been 
getting  as  much  laughter  as  hu¬ 
manly  possible.  He  hopes  to  be  a 
comedian  someday,  a  dream  that 
the  halls  of  BLS  have  helped  to 
create.  Says  Pat,  “  Sometimes  BLS 
comes  off  as  too  strict,  but  that’s 
when  a  sense  of  humor  really  pre¬ 
vails,  you  won’t  believe  how  much 
material  you  can  generate  from  a 
big  stinky  building.”  Even  after  six 
years  in  BLS,  Pat  has  kept  his  per¬ 
spective  intact.  He  synopsizes  his 
philosophy  in  three  sentences 
“...from  the  movie  National 
Lampoon’s  Van  Wilder:  ‘Worrying 
is  like  a  rocking  chair,  it  gives  you 
something  to  do  but  it  doesn't  get 
you  anywhere.’  Everyone  should 
read  it,  live  by  it,  and  love  it. Things 
always  work  out  and  happen  for  a 
reason.” 


Meagan 


Meagan  Foley  is  the  type  of 
person  who  would  come  over  and 
start  up  a  conversation  at  the  bus 
stop  just  because  you  are  both 
there  every  day. 

Meagan  can  usually  be 
found  somewhere  in  the  arts  wing 
running  errands  for  Mr.  Pitts,  prac¬ 
ticing  the  flute  or  piccolo,  or  biting 
friends. 

Everything  with 
Meagan  is  fun.  Meagan  lives  in 
Roslindale  and  is  proud  of  it.  She 
swam  on  the  swim  team  and 
worked  as  a  lifeguard  at  the 
Flaherty  Pool  in  Roslindale  before 
moving  to  the  West  Roxbury 
YMCA  this  year. 

When  not  saving  lives  at  the 
pool,  Meagan  volunteers  at  the 
Children’s  Hospital  and  goes  to  Ire¬ 
land  every  summer  as  the  adored 
nanny  for  a  family  friend.  The 
proof  of  Meagan’s  caring,  though, 
is  really  in  her  friendships.  Any 
friend  knows  that  Meagan  is  the 
one  to  go  to  for  advice,  a  good  talk, 
a  laugh,  or  just  a  hug.  She  is  in¬ 
credibly  dedicated  and  consider¬ 
ate  in  all  her  friendships.  Meagan 
is  a  great  musician,  a  better  friend, 
and  the  one  with  a  plate  of  cook¬ 
ies,  a  big  smile,  and  possibly  a 
duck  suit. 


THESE  SPOTLIGHTS  WERE 
WRITTEN  BY:  EMMA  BAYER,  1;  ROBERT 
FITZPATRICK,  I;  MEREDITH  GARRY,  II; 
JOHN  GREENE,  I;  MARK  HIGGINS,  1; 
ANDREI  LAPETS,  I;  JULIE  NG,  GLEN 
RYAN,  I;  KASSIE  SKIPPER,  11. 


Omar 


Omar  Butcher,  aka  Abuelo, 
Omeeeee,  Butch,  Old  Man  Omar, 
Ramo,  and  Oldmar  will  be  gradu¬ 
ating  from  BLS  this  year  after  six 
years  of  attendance.  This  Bajan 
gentleman  is  from  Dorchester  and 
enjoys  Communist  hunting  and 
leaning  on  walls,  according  to 
friend  Dan  Weissman  (I)  who  says 
“Omar  is  the  man.”  This  brown  belt 
and  Simpsons/  ER./The  Practice/ 
Seinfeld  fan  has  the  distinction  of 
being  a  football  Captain  and  also 
being  a  4-year  veteran  of  show 
choir.  Omar  is  very  proud  of  the  fact 
that  he  has  both  made  and  main¬ 
tained  many  friends  while  at  BLS. 
One  of  his  favorite  quotes  is  by 
Erinn  Miller  —  “It  takes  a  lot  of 
understanding,  time  and  trust  to 
gain  a  close  friendship  with  some¬ 
one.  As  I  approach  a  time  of  my 
life  of  complete  uncertainty,  my 
friends  are  my  most  precious  as¬ 
sets.”  Omar’s  advice  to  sixies  is: 
“never  be  afraid  to  stress  yourself 
out.”  Ramo  regrets  not  doing  bet¬ 
ter  academically,  but  still  quips 
(quoted  from  an  anonymous 
source)  “who’da  thought  reading 
and  writing  would  actually  pay  off?” 


Dave 


Dave  Hourihan  is  one  of  the 
weirdest  kids  I  know.  We  only  re¬ 
ally  met  in  the  tenth  grade  when 
we  had  Gym  and  English  together. 
In  Gym,  we  didn’t  talk  usually,  be¬ 
cause  he  was  on  the  floor  after  I 
fouled  him  hard.  In  English,  he 
was  my  refuge  against  the  nerds 
in  our  class.  We  managed  to  have 
seats  together  in  the  back  with  the 
table  all  to  ourselves.  We  both  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  take  many  naps  every 
chance  we  got.  Actually  Dave  isn’t 
that  weird.  He’s  really  funny  and 
damn  sexy  (Sorry,  ladies  he’s  got 
a  girlfriend).  He  has  been  on  Var¬ 
sity  Soccer  for  four  years  and  was 
its  captain  this  past  season.  But  he 
is  not  just  a  soccer  player  he  is  an 
athlete.  He  is  an  avid  snowboarder 
and  also  president  of  the  Ski  Club. 
Dave  enlightens  all  his  friends  with 
his  pessimistic  sense  of  humor  ev¬ 
eryday.  He  makes  everyone’s  day 
a  little  bit  easier  to  handle 


Sze  Man 


Sze  Man  Kwok  arrived  in 
Boston  from  Hong  Kong  one  year 
before  starting  the  seventh  grade 
at  BLS.  Over  the  years  she  has 
struggled  with  people  making  fun 
of  her  English,  she  almost  trans¬ 
ferred  out  of  Latin  in  the  eleventh 
grade.  However,  due  to  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  her  guidance 
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counselors  Ms.  Tibbets  and  Dr. 
Mendez  she  decided  to  stay.  This 
year  she  has  flourished  in  her 
schoolwork  and  was  able  to  attain 
very  high  marks. 

Every  other  summer  she  re¬ 
turns  to  Hong  Kong.  She  wants  to 
attend  college  and  grad  school 
majoring  in  International  Business 
so  that  she  can  become  rich  to  do 
two  things.  One  is  to  construct 
schools  in  extremely  poor  areas 
around  the  globe.  Sze  Man  said,  “I 
feel  that  getting  an  education  is 
really  important  and  I  know  that  lots 
of  people  can’t  afford  it”.  She’d  also 
like  to  be  rich  to  satisfy  her  desire 
to  teach  mean  people  a  lesson. 
When  asked  about  Sze  Man, 
Nancy  Lee  responded  “out  of  all 
the  people  at  BLS  that  I  have  got¬ 
ten  to  know,  she  is  a  very  honest 
and  sincere  person  and  very  good 
to  her  friends”. 


Longjie 


Longjie  Dai’s  entrepreneur¬ 
ial  spirit  never  wanes.  He  is  a  prag¬ 
matic  person,  who  finds  ways  to 
accomplish  something  with  the 
smallest  possible  investment  of  re¬ 
sources. 

He  integrates  himself  into 
any  social  scene  with  graceful  ease 
thanks  to  his  friendly  disposition 
and  an  inclination  to  entertain.  In 
his  company  laughter  comes  eas¬ 
ily  thanks  to  his  subtle,  sarcastic 
brand  of  humor.  His  willingness  to 
fraternize  is  not  limited  to  his  peers. 
He  is  always  willing  to  seek  out  and 
meet  interesting  individuals.  He  at¬ 
tended  Harvard  Summer  School 
last  summer,  where  he  spent  al¬ 
most  every  day  at  Harvard,  not  only 
with  fellow  students  but  also  with 
his  proctors.  That  summer  we  took 
Introductory  Psychology  together, 
which  served  as  a  catalyst  for  dis¬ 
cussions  about  the  nature  of  man 
and  the  behavioral  tendencies  of 
those  around  us.  Longjie’s  innate 
perception  of  people’s  motivations 
seldom  falters. 

Longjie’s  prowess  is  not  lim¬ 
ited  only  to  business  and  society. 
He  is  a  practiced  programmer,  and 
has  placed  on  a  national  level  in 
the  American  Computer  Science 
League  competitions  for  two  years. 
The  numerous  drawings  that  fill  his 
locker  indicate  his  artistic  slant,  as 
does  the  camera  that  always 
swings  from  his  shoulder,  quick  to 
snap  some  amusing  or  creative 
shot  that  he  might  notice. 


“Boa!”  Henry  Chan’s  battle 
cry  is  heard  as  he  adds  another 
conquest  to  his  long  list  of  victo¬ 
ries  at  Starcraft.  A  fan  of  both  the 
Korean  pop  singer  and  the  real 
time  strategy  game,  Henry  divides 
his  time  between  work,  school,  and 
recreation  like  any  other  student. 
Born  and  raised  in  Boston,  MA,  he 
does  not  overlook  his  origins,  al¬ 
ways  using  his  incisive  wit  and 
practical  sense  of  humor  to  make 
some  historical  or  cultural  refer¬ 


ence  to  Vietnam  or  China,  which 
has  earned  him  the  title  “Mao” 
among  some  of  his  peers.  When 
asked  to  say  something  significant 
about  Henry,  most  of  his  close 
friends  immediately  mention  his 
ability  to  make  those  around  him 
laugh  and  present  the  world  in  its 
true,  ridiculous,  undeniably  humor¬ 
ous  light.  They  usually  mention  his 
ability  in  math.  He  says  himself  that 
doing  well  in  math  helped  him  en¬ 
ter  Boston  Latin  School.  Adept  at 
quantitative  reasoning,  he  has  also 
taken  Computer  AP  for  the  past  two 
years,  and  participated  in  the 
American  Computer  Science 
League  programming  competi¬ 
tions.  Those  around  him  say  he  can 
be  patient  and  accommodating  if 
they  need  help.  A  member  of  Asian 
Students  in  Action  and  CAPAY, 
Henry  volunteers  at  Asian  Night 
and  participates  in  the  community. 


Fahreen 


Fahreen  sat  next  to  me  in 
English  class  in  seventh  grade. 
We’ve  had  numerous  classes  to¬ 
gether  over  the  years.  The  past  two 
years  we  have  been  in  Home 
Room  104  together.  You  would 
think  after  this  much  contact.  You 
might  get  to  know  a  person.  How¬ 
ever  this  isn’t  always  possible  in  the 
hustle  and  bustle  that  is  BLS.  Thus 
when  I  interviewed  her,  I  was  pleas¬ 
antly  surprised  to  learn  so  much 
about  her. 

She  was  born  in  Bangladesh 
and  came  to  the  United  States 
when  she  was  two  years  old.  At  the 
same  time  this  quiet  sixie  was  sit¬ 
ting  next  to  me  in  class,  outside  of 
class  she  was  taking  drum  lessons. 
She  has  continued  to  play  the 
drums  and  last  year  took  up  play¬ 
ing  the  acoustic  guitar.  Recently 
Fahreen  joined  a  band  called 
“Divercity”  as  their  drummer  and 
percussionist.  At  school  she  has 
participated  in  the  Indian  Dance 
Club  and  for  the  last  two  years  has 
been  performing  Indian  Dance  with 
fellow  BLS  students  at  Asian  Night 
and  the  International  Showcase. 
Though  she  is  keeping  an  open 
mind  about  what  to  study  in  college 
and  what  career  to  pursue,  she  is 
adamant  about  starting  her  own 
band. 


Aislinn 


In  years  to  come,  when 
people  reminisce  about  the  Girls 
Hockey  powerhouse  that  is  Boston 
Latin,  among  the  names  that  come 
up  there  will  definitely  be  heard  the 
name  Aislinn  Doherty.  But  there  is 
far  more  to  this  girl  than  her  excel¬ 
lent  hockey  ability. 

Aislinn  left  her  hometown  of 
Charlestown  in  the  seventh  grade 
to  come  to  the  Boston  Latin  School. 
Coming  from  a  small  parochial 
school,  Latin  was  a  little  over¬ 
whelming  for  “Dots"  because  it  was 
so  big  and  she  was  so 
young.  Doherty’s  first  years  at  Latin 
were  a  little  troublesome,  espe¬ 
cially  the  foreign  languages.  But  as 
most  of  us  here  at  the  Latin  School 
can  relate  to,  things  got  easier  year 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


by  year,  and  eventually  she  grew 
into  the  school.  Aislinn  counts  her 
junior  and  senior  years  as  the  best 
time  here  at  Latin  school. 

As  parting  words,  Aislinn  has 
one  piece  of  advice  for  her  fellow 
classmates.  “Good  friends  are  the 
most  important  thing  to  have  be¬ 
cause  they  always  help  you  out 
when  you  need  it;  and  don’t  let  the 
little  stuff  bother  you  because  there 
will  be  LOTS  of  little  stuff 


Cathy 


People  have  asked  me,  “Are 
you  going  to  miss  it?”  to  which  I 
have  blandly  responded,  “I  don’t 
think  so.”  And  yet,  I’ve  begun  to  re¬ 
consider  my  stance,  not  because 
I’m  a  sentimental  person,  but  be¬ 
cause  there  are  people  who  I 
learned  a  great  deal  from  over  the 
years. 

Second  Floor,  Room  214, 
right  side,  a  few  rows  from  the 
back,  middle  seat,  sat  a  person 
whose  own  integrity  and  openness 
was  uncharacteristic.  High  school 
is  a  time  of  personal  growth,  but 
that  change  often  induces  the  in¬ 
security  which  compels  us  to  find 
fault  in  others  without  discretion. 
Cathy  Ho’s  complacent  attitude  to¬ 
wards  the  world  and  meeting  oth¬ 
ers  elevated  her.  She  was  always 
there  as  a  constant.  I  could  speak 
of  her  incredible  intelligence  and 
success  as  a  student,  but  I  believe 
that  the  merit  of  her  character  de¬ 
serves  more  credit  than  her  aca¬ 
demic  accomplishments.  She 
broke  the  mold  of  the  social  sys¬ 
tem.  Though  our  paths  only 
crossed  briefly  in  9th  grade  geom¬ 
etry,  the  experience  was  genuine, 
a  simple  reminder  of  what  is  often 
forgotten  in  high  school.  Cathy, 
thanks  for  all  of  the  help  with  ge¬ 
ometry,  and  for  sharing  the  light. 


Carlos 
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Carlos  Wilson  is  not  your 
typical  Boston  Latin  student. 

This  “Hispanic  behemoth” 
arrived  here  in  seventh  grade.  He’s 
played  in  many  concerts  in  many 
bands  in  this  school,  with  his  bass 
clarinet  -  which  he’s  been  playing 
for  over  five  years.  He  has  played 
Freshman  and  JV  Football  with  me 
on  the  offensive  line. 

Carlos  plays  sports,  video 
games,  and  is  well  versed  in  the 
fine  art  of  chillaxin’. 

In  trips  to  Philadelphia, 
Montreal,  and  Krispy  “Kremes”,  he 
has  been  able  to  define  his  future 
as  a  Cash  Money  affiliate  -  he  is 
known  as  Manny  Fresh  (or  course 
without  all  the  hair)  -  G-Unit’s 
“Hoover  Dam”  (don’t  even  bother 
to  think  about  that  one). 

This  fall,  he  will  be  attend¬ 
ing  Drexel  University  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  where  will  be  majoring  in 
Education  and  minoring  in  Com¬ 
munications. 

His  aspirations  to  be  an  All- 
American  athlete  will  be  tested  in 
the  next  few  years,  as  he  will  have 
to  be  quick  on  his  feet  in  making 
life-shifting  decisions.  But  in  the 
end,  an  easy-rider  like  himself  will 
have  no  problem  cruising  through 
life. 
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Stand  up  straight.  These 
words  never  cease  to  ring  Chris 
Manning’s  ears.  Chris  has  always 
been  slightly  hunched  over  in  his 
tall  frame.  But  his  loving  friends 
have  affectionately  worked  to  cor¬ 
rect  this  habit,  because  next  year 
he  will  attend  the  United  States 
Naval  Academy  in  Annapolis, 
Maryland.  He  is  one  of  the  students 
at  BLS  who  has  known  what  he 
wants  to  do  in  the  future  from  the 
beginning.  Behind  his  cool  exterior, 
he  has  worked  hard  to  achieve  his 
goals,  even  though  he  won’t  admit 
it.  Laid  back  and  leaning  in  his 
chair,  Chris  absorbs  Dr.  Neary’s 
lectures  in  Modern  European  his¬ 
tory  like  a  sponge.  Aside  from  his 
academics,  Chris  is  the  captain  of 
the  track  team.  But  most  impor¬ 
tantly,  Chris  is  a  great  friend.  When 
his  friend  desperately  needed  a 
book  for  an  assignment,  Chris  was 
there  to  help  him  search  all  the 
bookstores  on  the  North  Shore  and 
in  Boston.  He’s  just  that  kind  of 
guy.  No  doubt,  Chris  has  made  an 
impact  on  his  friends,  and  the  BLS 
community. 


Anna 


How  many  seniors  go  to 
school  and  then  go  to  school  again 
at  night?  Anna  Santos  does.  The 
vibrant  senior  who  fledges  from 
Hyde  Park  puts  in  a  full  day  here 
at  Boston  Latin  and  then  heads  to 
a  cosmetology  school.  Anna  is 
studying  to  be  a  hairstylist  and 
works  part-time  at  a  salon  in  New¬ 
ton.  Anna  is  not  lacking  in  ambi¬ 
tion.  She  has  known  she  wanted 
to  be  a  hairstylist  ever  since  she 
was  a  little  girl,  when  she  watched 
her  mother,  who  was  a  hairstylist. 
In  school,  Anna  has  been  involved 
in  Fashion  Talent  (who  better  to  act 
as  the  club’s  consultant  than  an  up- 
and-coming  hairstylist?).  Anna  is 
also  the  treasurer  of  the  Urban 
Dance  Project  and  part  of  TAG. 
“Juicy,”  winner  of  this  year’s  best 
rear  view  superlative,  has  called 
senior  year  her  “perfect  year.”  She 
has  cultivated  many  relationships 
here  at  BLS.  Her  friend  Angelique 
Piccolo  says  it  best,  “My  Annabella 
is  beautiful,  talented,  independent, 
and  will  give  me  discounts  at  her 
salon  on  Newbury  Street  one  day.” 
All  jokes  aside,  Anna’s  energy,  en¬ 
thusiasm,  and  her  bubbly  nature 
seem  to  have  her  headed  on  the 
right  path  to  success. 


Mabel 


If  you’ve  ever  taken  a  trip 
down  the  senior  hallway  and  seen 
a  blur  of  black  hair  fly  by  in  some 
fashionable  get-up  worried  about 
everything  under  the  sun,  then 
you’ve  encountered  the  Mabel 


Wong  phenomenon.  Mabel  is  one 
cheerful  gal.  Everytime  I  look  in 
Math  class,  she  sits  there  ready 
to  return  whatever  weird  face  I 
throw  her  way.  It’s  made  an  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  year  a  little  easier. 
Mabel  is  a  member  of  the  National 
Honor  Society,  the  Volleyball  team, 
and  A.S.I.A.  She  has  a  job  at  the 
Harvard  School  of  Public  Health. 
Next  year  she’ll  be  attending 
Wellesley  College.  What  more 
needs  be  said  about  one  of  the 
most  friendly  people  I  know? 
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Although  Matt  Lo  is  the  cut¬ 
est  guy  in  the  Class  of  2003,  that 
is  certainly  not  his  only  special 
characteristic,  albeit  that  is  the 
most  easily  visible  one.  Matt  is  a 
highly  dedicated  player  on  the 
Boys  Varsity  Volleyball  team,  bear¬ 
ing  the  distinction  of  wearing  the 
purple  tee.  The  reason  for  that  is 
quite  simple;  he  serves  as  the 
team’s  libero. 

If  you  have  no  idea  what  a 
libero  does,  you  obviously  haven’t 
been  watching  Matt  facilitate  the 
volleyball  team’s  impressive  sea¬ 
son.  Matt  serves  as  the  team’s  de¬ 
fensive  specialist,  coming  into  the 
game  at  times  of  need. 

In  the  winter,  he  plays  an  in¬ 
tegral  role  on  the  Boys  Swim  team, 
having  the  fastest  breaststroke  on 
the  team.  I  know  what  you’re  think¬ 
ing,  faithful  readers,  Matt  just 
screams  JOCK!  But  let  me  assure 
you,  a  jock  Matt  is  definitely  not. 
His  grades  are  superb,  bold 
enough  to  challenge  himself  with 
the  daunting  Physics  AP  course, 
among  other  AP  and  Honors 
courses  he  takes. 

Yes,  girls,  Matt  has  it  all; 
brains,  brawn,  and  good  looks.  He 
is  the  envy  of  all  guys,  comparable 
to  none,  and  yes,  he  is  single. 


Drew 


Over  the  six  years  that  Drew 
Thomases  has  attended  BLS,  he 
has  experimented  with  several  dif¬ 
ferent  hair  styles,  none  of  which 
have  been  successful.  After  gal¬ 
lons  of  hair  gel,  and  many  skate¬ 
boarding  adventures  with  a  certain 
Joe  Graham-  Felsen,  he  has  come 
to  the  realization  that  chilling  is  the 
key  to  life.  He  is  an  avid  soccer 
player  for  Latin  School  as  well  as 
his  hometown  team,  the  Jamaica 
Plain  football  club.  Drew’s  highpoint 
at  Latin  was  Mr.  O’s  pre-season 
session  and  the  low  point  was 
when  he  got  dirt  on  the  $200  cleats 
that  his  girlfriend  bought  him  (his 
skills  in  no  way  measure  up  to  the 
cost  of  his  apparel)  .  Amid  his  pile 
of  show  tunes  that  he  keeps  well 
hidden,  Drew  also  enjoys  pottery 
and  archery  when  he  has  free  time. 
Drew  is  on  his  way  to  Hamilton  next 
year  but  before  leaving,  he  left  us 
all  with  a  bit  of  advice,  “Get  out  of 
this  place  as  fast  as  you  can.  Learn 
how  to  not  do  too  much  work  and 
above  all,  always  strive  for  medi¬ 
ocrity.” 
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One  word-  crazy!  Melissa 
Martinez  is  quite  possibly  one  of 
the  most  insane  people  I  have  ever 
met-  (in  a  good  way).  Enthusiasm 
and  optimism  bubbled  off  her  in 
waves-  it  was  almost  creepy.  I 
asked  a  friend  of  hers,  Angelique 
Piccolo  to  tell  me  something  about 
Melissa-  her  response  was  that, 
“She’s  the  strangest  but  yet  kind¬ 
est  soul  you  can  ever  meet  in  your 
lifetime  and  anyone  blessed 
enough  to  meet  her  should  count 
themselves  privileged.”  Whew! 
High  praise...  Melissa  is  a  very  in¬ 
telligent  and  inquisitive  girl  with  a 
lot  of  spunk.  Adjectives  her  friends 
used  to  describe  her  were  “clumsy, 
funny,  great,  totally  weird,  and  full 
of  craziness.” 

She  has  been  very  inter¬ 
ested  in  dance  and  was  key  in  the 
Fashion  Talent  Show,  an  accom¬ 
plishment  she  was  particularly 
proud  of,  as  she  overcame  what 
she  confesses  to  be  a  great  fear 
of  the  stage.  Finally,  Melissa  will 
be  remembered  for  her  incredible 
hair-  she  won  Best  Hair  for  the 
Class  of  2003  -  another  accom¬ 
plishment  she  is  very  proud  of.  (I 
did  not  get  to  see  the  actual  prod¬ 
uct,  she  had  cut  it  by  the  time  I  in¬ 
terviewed  her) 

Regis  College  will  have  a 
great  new  student  as  she  heads 
there  in  2004. 


Mary- 

Margaret 


Even  though  we  have  been 
at  this  school  for  six  or  four  years, 
many  of  us  are  finding  out  that  we 
don’t  know  many  of  our  class¬ 
mates,  but  we  wish  to  -  before  time 
runs  out.  Mary-Margaret  Oppus 
may  be  just  one  of  these  people. 
Quiet  but  both  polite  and  reserved, 
Mary-Margaret  has  grown  at  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School  for  the  past  six 
years.  She  has  taken  the  opportu¬ 
nities  to  explore  what  BLS  has  had 
to  offer.  She  participated  in  track 
in  the  eighth  and  ninth  grade,  but 
decided  not  to  pursue  it  further.  She 
finally  realized  that  what  she  en¬ 
joys  is  volunteering,  whether  it’s 
been  at  for  the  American  Red 
Cross  or  her  local  church.  She  has 
also  been  a  member  of  the  BLS 
Key  Club  for  the  past  two 
years.  Mary-Margaret  is  one  of 
those  kids  who  is  very  down  to 
earth  and  easy  to  talk  to.  Like  most 
students,  her  favorite  pastimes  are 
just  hanging  out  with  friends  and 
going  to  the  movies.  Next  fall, 
Mary-Margaret  will  be  attending 
Fordham  University  in  New  York 
City.  She  hopes  to  become  a  suc¬ 
cessful  business  woman  and  to 
travel  around  the  world. 


THESE  SPOTLIGHTS  WERE 
WRITTEN  BY:  ST.  JOHN  BARNED- 
SMITH,  II;  MARK  HIGGINS,  I;  KATIE 
MCDONALD,  II;  JULIE  NG,  I;  KASSIE 
SKIPPER,  II;  JAMES  ZHEN,  I. 


Emily 


Johnny  Greene,  feared  su¬ 
per  editor  of  the  Argo,  asked  me  to 
do  a  senior  spotlight  on  Emily 
McDonough.  I  thought  to  myself  - 
who??  and  agreed.  As  I  was  con¬ 
ducting  the  interview,  I  realized  I 
had  met  this  girl  before,  in  my 
Spanish  class,  under  the  feared 
Ms.  Shannon. 

Emily  McDonough  came  to 
BLS  as  a  Bsie,  and  quickly  became 
involved  in  BLS  when  she  joined 
Girls  Basketball.  (This  seems  like 
a  good  choice  for  her,  considering 
her  height-  she  towers  over  many 
of  her  classmates.)  She  leads  an 
active  life  outside  of  the  school  as 
well,  as  a  volunteer  at  her  church 
and  a  counselor  for  the  Chernobyl 
Children’s  Group,  a  program  that 
brings  children  from  Russia  for  can¬ 
cer  treatment.  In  this  program,  she 
hangs  out  with  the  kids,  and  tries 
to  make  their  stay  in  the  US  more 
fun  as  they  go  through  chemo¬ 
therapy  and  other  treatment. 

As  I  started  the  interview  with 
her,  I  asked  a  friend  of  hers,  Kristen 
Flanagan,  why  she  was  important, 
why  she  deserved  a  spotlight. 
Kristen  replied  without  even  think¬ 
ing,  “...because  even  if  she  isn’t 
having  a  great  day,  she  can  cheer 
anyone  up  with  her  smile  and  cha¬ 
risma-  she’s  the  best. 

Emily  is  headed  to 
Bridgewater  State,  and  plans  to 
take  her  enthusiasm  and  love  of 
children  into  a  teaching  career. 


Adriana 


“Live  life  with  no  regrets, 
don’t  take  things  too  seriously.” 
This  is  just  some  of  the  advice 
Adriana  Rodriguez  offers  to  her 
fellow  BLS  students.  Adriana  is  a 
proud  Hispanic  who  fledges  from 
Allston.  She  is  half  Costa  Rican 
and  half  Guatemalan,  and  for  the 
past  two  years  she  has  been  the 
Vice  President  of  TAG.  This 
multitalented  young  woman  has 
been  in  charge  of  directing  the  TAG 
show  and  the  international  show¬ 
case. 

Adriana  has  cultivated  many 
wonderful  relationships  over  the 
past  six  years  including  those  with 
her  two  best  friends,  Jen  McCoy 
and  Kathleen  Sullivan.  At  times 
BLS  has  been  stressful  and  daunt¬ 
ing,  but  these  relationships  have 
kept  her  going.  Adriana  has  bal¬ 
anced  school,  clubs,  a  part-time 
job,  and  taking  care  of  her  little  sis¬ 
ter.  According  to  Adriana,  BLS  has 
shaped  her  into  the  bright,  ambi¬ 
tious  young  woman  she  is  today. 
She  can  voice  her  opinions  and 
stand  up  for  herself. 

Adriana  has  a  cheerful  dis¬ 
position  and  always  looks  on  the 
bright  side.  She  collects  frogs.  She 
loves  makeup  and  flowers.  Next 
year  Adriana  will  attend  Boston 
College,  where  her  optimism,  en¬ 
thusiasm,  and  intelligence  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  lead  her  to  becoming  a 
wonderful  teacher;  a  teacher  who 
will  give  back  to  her  community. 


Sara 


When  one  first  thinks  of 
Sara  Redd,  one  thinks  of  her  ath¬ 
letic  achievements  as  a  tennis 
player.  The  list  of  accomplish¬ 
ments  and  accolades  is 
long.  Undefeated  since  she  was 
a  sixie,  she  is  the  five-time 
doubles  state  champion.  She 
has  been  named  an  all-scholas¬ 
tic  athlete  by  both  the  Boston 
Globe  and  the  Boston 
Herald.  But  there  is  more  to  Sara 
than  her  athletics  -  she  pos¬ 
sesses  a  strong  work  ethic  and 
she  appreciates  a  good  time  with 
friends.  Having  had  several 
classes  with  Sara  in  the  past  two 
years,  I  have  experienced  first¬ 
hand  her  humor,  friendship,  and 
kindness.  Despite  the  hardships 
between  difficult  classes,  we  al¬ 
ways  find  something  to  laugh  and 
joke  about.  Her  laugh  has  always 
managed  to  crack  the  boredom 
barrier  in  the  classroom.  When 
asked  how  she  manages  to 
juggle  both  her  athletics  and  her 
academics,  she  responded:  “Urn, 
I  think  it’s  just  time  management 
and  focus”.  Looking  for  a  change 
of  pace,  Sara  will  be  attending 
Spelman  College  in  Atlanta, 
Georgia  in  the  fall. 


Caitlin 


It’s  probably  safe  to  as¬ 
sume  that  over  the  years,  most 
people  in  the  senior  class  have 
had  the  chance  to  have  at  least 
one  good  chat  with  Caitlin 
Sullivan.  She  is  one  of  the  most 
intelligent,  most  caring  and  most 
understanding  individuals  that 
I’ve  had  the  honor  of  meeting  and 
becoming  friends  with  at  Latin 
School.  She’s  been  at  Latin  since 

7, h  grade  and  lives  in  Dorchester. 
She  swam  on  the  BLS  team  since 

8, h  grade  and  was  one  of  the  cap¬ 
tains  this  past  year.  She  has  also 
been  a  huge  part  of  the  Wolfettes 
over  the  past  few  years.  Most 
people  know  that  Sully  is  without 
a  doubt  one  of  the  best  listeners 
and  never  fails  to  give  out  great 
advice  whenever  it's  needed. 
However  most  people  don’t  know 
that  Caitlin’s  been  acting  since 
she  was  eight  years  old  and  has 
been  in  six  musicals  with  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Children’s  Theatre! 

As  far  as  advice  goes  for 
the  younger  classmen  (and  I 
would  suggest  that  they  head  her 
advice),  Caitlin  says,  “Work  hard, 
but  don’t  stress  yourself  out  too 
much.  Rely  on  the  people  you 
know  are  there  for  you,  whether 
its  teachers,  friends  or  families. 
Be  true  to  yourself,  don’t  take 
yourself  or  everything  else  too 
seriously;  don’t  be  afraid  to 
laugh.” 
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Editor-in- 

Chief 

First,  if  you  want  the  seri¬ 
ous  reflection  on  BLS,  check  my 
Editor’s  Note  on  page  two,  -  oth¬ 
erwise,  read  on  for  the  nostalgic, 
bittersweet,  shout-out-filled  fare¬ 
well  to  all  that  is  Latin. 

So,  I’ m  sitting  at  my  Mac 
trying  to  comprehend  that  high 
school  is  over  -  done  -  finito.  Try¬ 
ing  to  comprehend  that  I  shall 
never  again  be  a  little  sixie  with 
a  bag  three  times  my  body  weight 
or  a  Senior  Praefect  safeguard¬ 
ing  the  hallowed  halls  of  Latin 
school  against  nefarious 
“wretched  creatures”  (under¬ 
classmen),  that  I  must  part  ways 
with  some  of  the  best  people  I’ve 
known.  Can  it  be  that  even 
though  since  Christmas  I’ve  been 
praying  for  school  to  be  finished 
and  now,  with  my  prayers  an¬ 
swered,  I’m  sad?  Simply  put: 
yes.  However,  I  am  happy  that  I 
have  had  the  opportunity  to  be¬ 
come  friends  and  work  with  some 
of  the  coolest  and  most  wonder¬ 
ful  people  I’ve  had  the  privilege 
to  know.  Yup,  you  guessed  it  - 
here  come  the  shout-outs: 

To  Mom  and  Dad. ..I  love 
you  guys.  I  wouldn’t  have  made 
it  without  everything  you’ve  done 
for  me:  from  giving  me  rides  at 
all  hours  and  to  all  places  to 
opening  our  home  to  masses  of 
Argonauts  and  Seevakers  over 
the  years.  Thank  you.  To  my 
couz,  Yvi:  thanks  for  being  there 
for  me.  To  the  Walnut  Park/Jack¬ 
son  crew:  Steph,  Cheryl,  Drew, 
Kara,  Michala,  Caitlyn...damn 
we’ve  known  each  other  for  more 
than  14  years... and  it  looks  like 
I’ll  be  seeing  Caitlyn  at  GWU  for 
another  four.  Good  luck  and  re¬ 
member  where  we  all  came  from. 
To  the  JP  crew  and  the  JP  expa¬ 
triates  Eva,  Becca  whack,  Jam 
skilla,  Joe,  Gnice,  Munchkin, 
Tommy,  Katie,  Kassie  wassie, 
and  Mai:  you’re  all  genius!  Keep 
it  real.  To  my  B9  buddies  Mel, 
TBG,  Rebecca:  thanks  for  keep¬ 
ing  junior  year  cool.  I  owe  you  all 
for  chillin’  me  out.  To  all  my  boys 
Mark,  Dave,  Jeff,  Josh,  Drew, 
John,  Rob,  and  Tom:  it’s  been 
mad  fun.  To  all  the  ladies  too  nu¬ 
merous  to  mention:  thanks  for 
distracting  me  for  six  years.  To 
the  Eastern  Europe  ’03  crew,  the 
triumvirate:  I  wish  I  was  still  there 
with  all  you.  To  Leanne  for  being 
our  President.  To  the  DD  Seevak 
‘03  team:  we  rule!  To  Lydia  you’re 
awesome!  To  all  the  teachers 
who  have  made  my  experience 
at  Latin  both  educational  and 
meaningful  thank  you.  Lastly,  to 
the  Class  of  2003  -  it  has  been 
one  hell  of  a  ride.  I  wish  you  all 
the  best  in  the  future  and  if  I  don’t 
see  you  all  soon  (which  would  be 
a  shame)  I  better  see  every  one 
of  you  in  2053.  This  is  Johnny  B 
Greene  signing  off,  Peace! 

-John 


Copy  Editor 

I  admit,  I  have  avoided  writing 
this  farewell  about  5  times.  Now, 
facing  the  Mac  computer  the  day 
after  memorial  day,  I  continue  to 
struggle  writing  this,  must  be  the 


fact  that  I  really  don’t  want  to 
leave  (actually,  it’s  more  like  I’m 
really  lazy  and  have  mastered  the 
art  of  procrastination).  What  can 
I  say  about  my  six  years  here? 
Fun,  painful,  happy,  sad,  and  yet 
it  was  an  experience  to 
remember.  I  feel  relieved,  but  at 
the  same  time  I  know  the 
mayhem  of  late  night 
procrastination  will  return  once  I 
start  at  Wellesley.  I  can  seriously 
say  I  have  learned  a  lot  -  not 
academically,  I’m  afraid,  but 
spiritually. 

Here  goes  ...:drum  roll:  the  series 
of  thank  yous,  curses,  etc... To 
my  mom:  thanks  for  being  my 
stronghold  for  the  past  six  years. 
To  Joyce:  AHHAHAHA!!!  You’ll 
have  to  suffer  now!!!  (evil  grin) 
Daddy:  thanks  for  the  rides  I 
requested,  usually  spontaneous. 
Kevin:  you  dodo  head,  you!  Lisa 
Chung:  you  have  been  the 
BESTEST  friend  one  could  have 
(hehe,  remember  the  sixie 
arguments  we  had... hehe  those 
were  classic.)  Victor:  thanks  for 
listening  to  my  constant  rabble 
and  the  great  advice.  To  my 
breakfast  and  lunch  tables: 
thanks  for  entertaining  me.  The 
layout  staff:  you  guys  will  always 
suck  (Burt  and  Bobby  are  exempt 
from  this)  My  former  crushes:  I 
have  finally  decided  to  move 
on. ..yeah. ..yeah...  Johnny: 
thanks  for  tolerating  my 
procrastination.  Katie  C:  I  will 
miss  your  surprise  pokes 
(ahem...)  Muching:  I  will  always 
admire  your  fashion  sense.  Katie 
M:  you  will  be  forever  the  sexiest 
Argo  member  Oscar:  oh,  you 
cutie,  you!  Hana:  thanks  for 
tolerating  me.  Isaac:  you  have 
always  been  my 

superior. ..Bobby:  if  you  were 
older,  I  would  be  swooning  over 
you. ..wait,  I  do  that 
everyday. ..(jk,jk)  Ms.  Davis: 
thanks  for  the  dance  lessons,  I’ve 
gained  a  new  appreciation  for 
dance  now.  Ms.  Chiu:  you  will 
always  be  like  a  second  mother 
to  me.  Mr.  Barry:  I  will  never 
forget  to  drink  tea  and  run  two 
miles  everyday!!!  Mr.  Montague: 
THANKS  FOR  EVERYTHING!!! 
If  I  forget  anyone,  I’m  sorry!!! 
That’s  all  folks  -  I’m  outta 
heeeere!!!! 

-Jenny 

Layout 

Staying  at  BLS  until  1 1 , 
obeying  a  PMSing  section 
editor’s  wishes,  eating  cheap 
cheese  pizza  for  a  whole  week 
straight;  these  might  be  horrible 
experiences  that  any  other  senior 
has  luckily  avoided,  but  for  me, 
these  are  the  trials  that  have  de¬ 
fined  my  finale  at  BLS.  Of  course, 
there  have  been  less  painful 
memories;  Heidi  jumping  up  and 
down  in  a  trash  hamper,  late- 
night  food  runs  with  Burt,  basket¬ 
ball  discussions  with  Qi,  Argo  de¬ 
bates  ,  leading  Germany  to  world 
domination...  in  a  game  of  Axis 
and  Allies.  Ah  yes.  these  are  the 
Argo  memories  I’ll  carry  with 
me... 

Before  I  go  on,  I  must  thank 
those  who  have  come  before  me. 
A  big  thank  you  to  the  members 
of  the  class  of  2002  who  have 
made  a  profound  impact  on  my 
life.  Another  thank  you  to  the  Argo 
alumnae  for  teaching  me 
PageMaker,  how  to  tolerate 


Macs,  how  to  finish  a  newspaper 
in  one  hectic  Friday,  and  most 
importantly:  how  to  turn  other¬ 
wise  miserable,  tedious  slave  la¬ 
bor  into  blissful  Argo  Joy.  I’m 
even  more  grateful  to  those  who 
will  remain;  thank  you  for  carry¬ 
ing  on  the  torch. 

Now  that  I’ve  gotten  the  BS 
formalities  out  of  the  way,  I  have 
some  final  advice  for  you  suck- 
efs  my  peers  who  still  have  time 
left  in  this  hellhole  school:  First 
of  all,  laugh  at  follow  the  honor 
code,  because  cheaters  always 
never  win.  Second,  have  fun 
beating  up  respect  the  under¬ 
classmen  because  you  were  ate 
no  longer  once  in  their  position. 
And  lastly,  join  A.S.I.A.  Argo,  it’ll 
be  the  most  heart-breaking 
warming  experience  in  the  world. 
Oh,  and  learn  sarcasm,  it’s  the 
greatest  literary  device  ever. 

I’m  sorry  that  I  have  no  spe¬ 
cific  shout  outs  to  give  to  my 
friends  and  teachers  (there  would 
take  too  many  pages,)  but  I  sin¬ 
cerely  thank  all  of  you  (you  know 
who  you  all  are.)  It’s  been  six 
years  of  mixed  emotions  but  like 
everything  in  life,  it  all  comes  to 
a  bittersweet  end.  Thank  you  ev¬ 
eryone  and  farewell. 

-Longjie 

News 


So  I  have  a  little  bit  of  a 
control  problem,  those  of  you 
who  know  me  understand  that  all 
too  well. 

Throughout  my  years  at 
Latin  I  have  been  one  of  those 
who  complained  the  most  about 
the  silly  politics  that  goes  on  be¬ 
hind  the  scenes  of  various 
events,  but  ironically  I  have  dedi¬ 
cated  the  majority  of  my  time  to 
my  class.  I  don’t  want  to  say  that 
this  school  has  made  me  what  I 
am  today  because  that  would  be 
admitting  defeat,  but  alas  it  has 
made  me  the  cynical,  organized, 
semi-patient,  hardworking,  and 
crazy  person  that  I  have  become. 
All  the  Yearbook  layout  nights, 
prom  lists,  folding  invitations,  Fi¬ 
nal  Fridays,  fundraising  and 
countless  payment  collections 
have  made  me  put  a  face  to  a 
name  of  every  person  in  the  se¬ 
nior  class,  which  to  me  is 
priceless. ..don’t  worry,  it’s  OK 
that  you  just  know  me  as  the 
crazy  girl  who  yells  at  you  for 
money. 

Working  on  the  Argo  this 
year  has  certainly  not  been  what 
I  hoped  it  would  be,  but  I  think  I 
made  the  best  out  of  what  I  had 
to  work  with.  I  certainly  could  not 
have  done  this  without  the  help 
and  support  of  my  Meredith  who 
sacrificed  so  much  to  stand  by 
me  as  her  boss  (believe  me,  I  am 
not  easy  to  work  with). 

There  are  many  people 
that  I  need  to  thank  for  putting  up 
with  me,  but  it  just  would  take  up 
way  to  much  space  so  I’ll  just 
mention  a  few:  Sara  and  Colleen: 
I  love  you  guys  so  much  and 
could  have  never  made  it  through 
here  without  you;  Laurie;  You  are 
really  my  other  half  in  all  these 
wild  activities  and  I  thank  you 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart;  Mr. 
Izzo,  Mr.  Bunker,  Ms.  Zitney,  Mr. 
Aversa,  Mr.  Montague,  Ms.  Cra¬ 
ven,  Mr.  Keitt:  thanks  for  helping 
me  through  my  academics  and 
even  more  for  helping  me  survive 


the  many  activities  that  I  involve 
myself  in. 

To  the  senior  class:  All  my 
late  nights  and  stressed  out 
homeroom  periods  were  for  you. 
I  hope  that  you  enjoyed  all  our 
senior  activities  and  that  you  will 
look  back  on  this  time  in  your  life 
fondly. 

To  the  future  generations  of 
seniors:  Being  a  senior  is  a  re¬ 
sponsibility  like  no  other.  Take  it 
for  what  it  is,  but  remember  that 
it  can  be  a  last  impression  that 
remains  after  you  are  gone. 
Make  sure  that  you  connect  with 
the  people  you  spent  six  (or  four) 
years  with,  because  the  bond  you 
share  is  invaluable. 

-Rebeca 

Editorial 


So,  we  have  finally  reached 
graduation.  Many  of  us  have 
spent  a  third  of  our  lives  together, 
and  now  on  the  verge  of  begin¬ 
ning  our  adult  lives,  we  are  all 
going  our  separate  ways.  I  am 
sure  that  none  of  us  will  forget 
this  place,  for  better  or  worse. 

I  suppose  that  this 
would  be  a  good  place  to  give 
some  advice  that  I  can  attest  to 
firsthand.  Unfortunately,  there 
isn’t  much  that  I’ve  done  right  so 
far,  so  I  guess  I  don’t  have  any 
genius  ideas  to  give.  I’m  sorry  to 
disappoint.  There  is  one  thing, 
though,  that  I  have  done  and  I 
suggest  everyone  else  do  as 
well. 

This  is  to  realize  that  school 
is  not  everything  there  is  in  life. 
Sure,  it  is  quite  important,  but 
there  is  so  much  more  that  so 
many  people  miss  out  on  worry¬ 
ing  about  grades  and  tests. 
When  we  are  all  old  and  gray, 
holding  our  grandchildren  on  our 
lap,  they  are  not  going  to  want  to 
hear  the  story  about  that  one  time 
that  you  did  the  best  in  your  class 
on  that  physics  test.  The  point  is, 
life  is  too  short  to  always  be  wor¬ 
rying  about  grades,  whether  you 
are  graduating  this  year  or  not. 
We  can  all  make  a  difference; 
whether  we  want  to  or  not  is  the 
question. 

Now  that  I’m  done  with  my 
little  speech,  I  have  to  say  fare¬ 
well  to  some  people  that  made  a 
difference  during  my  time  at 
Latin.  First  would  definitely  have 
to  be  my  parents,  Liz  and  E.A., 
and  the  rest  of  the  Fitzpatrick  and 
Connolly  families.  My  girl 
Courtney.  All  the  kids  on  the 
Boys’  Hockey  and  Golf  teams; 
J.B.,  Katie  and  the  rest  of  the 
Argo  staff  who  actually  do  work. 
All  the  people  on  the 
Freemanator’s  Eastern  Europe 
trip.  The  triumvirate,  the  Magnifi¬ 
cent  Seven,  my  boy  Lunchbox, 
and  all  the  Dot  Rats  on  the  20 
Bus.  Then  there  are  those  teach¬ 
ers  that  have  helped  me  out 
along  the  way.  Congratulations  to 
the  Class  of  2003,  I’ll  seeya 
‘round  the  campfire. 

-Rob 


A&E 

“The  more  you  suffer, 

The  more  it  shows  you  re¬ 
ally  care. 

Right?  Yeah  yeah  yeah.” 
-The  Offspring 
Issue  I:  I  return  to  BLS  in 
love  with  journalism  and  Argo  af¬ 


ter  journalism  camp.  A&E  is  the 
first  section  done.  Yay! 

Issue  II:  Final  Friday  = 
Early  Action  deadline  (application 
submitted  around  7  p.m.)  + 
FHAO  hypnotist  fundraiser  +  day 
before  SAT  II:  Writing.  A&E  is  the 
first  section  done.  Yay. 

Issue  III:  Power  goes  out, 
so  we  come  back  to  work  on  Mar¬ 
velous  Monday.  A&E  is  the  first 
section  done  -  but  we’re  all  late. 
My  relationship  with  Argo  is  turn¬ 
ing  love-hate. 

Issue  IV:  A&E  is  nofthe  first 
section  done,  due  to  the  A&E  poll. 
On  distribution  day:  where  are 
the  graphs?  “Wrong  format”  - 
what  is  this?  Oh  well,  doesn’t 
matter:  people  complain  about 
Argo  no  matter  what. 

Issue  V:  Even  my  most  un¬ 
derstanding  and  compassionate 
friends  are  tired  of  my  Argo  rants. 
/  am  tired  of  my  Argo  rants.  And . . . 
it’s  the  best  issue  yet. 

It’s  been  quite  a  year.  The 
hours  I  spent  on  this  paper  a 
waste  of  time?  Never.  Argo  gave 
my  life  more  shape  and  purpose 
than  it  would  have  had  otherwise. 
(Face  it,  Hana,  you’re  an  Argo  ad¬ 
dict.)  I  learned  a  lot  this  year, 
about  myself  and  about  working 
with  other  people.  Next  fall,  slav¬ 
ing  away  on  my  college  newspa¬ 
per,  I’ll  be  nostalgic  for  Argo. 

Thanks  to  everyone  who 
made  this  year  more  bearable.  To 
my  friends:  I’m  glad  you  are  in 
the  world  and  that  I  know  you.  To 
my  family  with  love.  To  the  Class 
of  2003,  whose  intelligence  and 
varied  talents  continually  impress 
me:  we  will  better  the  world.  To 
my  teachers,  especially  Ms. 
Freeman,  Ms.  Teasdale,  Ms. 
Zitney,  Mr.  Aversa,  Dr.  James, 
and  Mr.  Simmons,  for  all  the 
travel  opportunities,  stimulating 
conversations,  and  understand¬ 
ing  the  stress  of  senior  year.  To 
Mr.  Flynn,  our  long-suffering  ad¬ 
visor,  for  your  patience,  kindness, 
and  humor.  To  the  Argo  staff,  es¬ 
pecially  Becca  for  commiserat¬ 
ing,  Meredith  for  brightening  the 
atmosphere,  Lily  and  Nafkote  for 
those  last-minute  articles,  Longjie 
and  Katie  for  sharing  the  double 
joys  of  Argo  and  AP  US  history, 
Burt  for  being  the  Layout  God, 
and  Johnny  for  at  least  being  a 
benevolent  dictator.  I  will  miss 
you  all. 

_ -Hana _ 

Webmaster 

Hey!  Congratulations  to 
the  Class  of  2003.  It’s  been  a 
great  six  years  (or  a  great  four 
years)  for  each  and  every  one  of 
us.  Despite  the  hurdles  and  chal¬ 
lenges,  we  have  accomplished 
so  much.  I  don’t  care  about  the 
board  scores  and  the  standard¬ 
ized  tests  and  colleges  -  forget 
that  -  we’re  special  because  we 
are.  Look  at  some  of  the  amaz¬ 
ing  people  in  our  class  who  have 
done  so  much,  especially  those 
who  receive  little  recognition  for 
their  hard  work  just  because 
they're  not  at  the  top  of  the  class. 
Who  cares?  We  have  high  hopes 
and  dreams;  it’s  obvious  from  the 
talented  and  unique  members  of 
our  class.  The  list  of  dreams 
come  true  and  accomplishments 
is  long:  the  drama  guild  and  their 
place  in  the  finals,  the  one  and 
only  Futon  Police  (go  buy  their 
CD!),  all  the  Seevakers  and  the 
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LTQers,  our  terrific  hockey 
and  tennis  teams  which  always 
shine,  for  all  the  kids  who  partic¬ 
ipate  in  government,  give  it  up  for 
the  Mayor’s  Youth  Council  Mem¬ 
bers  at  Latin!  Kudos  to  all  the  kids 
who  were  not  afraid  to  speak  out 
and  protest  the  war,  to  the  every¬ 
day  people  who’ve  made  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  our  lives.  Remember 
the  director  of  the  RochesterThe- 
ater  Company,  Mark  Cuddy,  the 
man  who  spoke  at  the  NHS  in¬ 
duction.  We  all  have  the  poten¬ 
tial  to  succeed  -  stop  looking  at 
grades  and  numbers  -  and  we 
will  succeed.  I  hate  saying  good¬ 
bye,  so  I  won’t.  I  look  forward  to 
seeing  you  at  our  next  meeting, 
on  the  street,  at  college,  at  work, 
and  at  our  50th  reunion.  See  you 
then! 

-Julie 


Sports 


It’s  been  six  years  since  I 
first  walked  into  the  school  and 
went  to  homeroom  319.  I’ve 
seen  a  lot,  heard  a  lot,  learned  a 
lot,  and  forgotten  a  lot,  and  I  am 
trying  to  remember  some  of 
those  things  as  I  write  my  final 
Argo  article.  But  I  think  the  real 
question  is  not  what  I  can 
remember  about  the  school  now, 
it’s  what  I’ll  remember  ten  and 
twenty  years  from  now. 

I’ll  remember  the  great 
teachers,  the  ones  that  change 
your  life  with  their 
encouragement  and  personality. 
And  I’ll  remember  the  sadistic 
teachers  who  got  their  kicks  off 
seeing  kids  squirm.  I’ll  remember 
the  friends  I  made  in  sixie  year 
who  I  have  stayed  with  all  this 
time  and  the  ones  who  seemed 
to  disappear  from  the  face  of  the 
earth  when  eighth  grade  came 
around.  I’ll  remember  Argo  and 
the  Yellow  Submarine  Improv 
Troupe.  I’ll  remember  the  people 
from  both,  the  hilarious  Improv 
scenes,  and  layout  week  in  the 
Mac  Lab. 

I’ll  remember  the  first  girl  I 
had  a  crush  on,  the  first  girl  that 
said  “yes,”  and  that  great  girl  with 
the  Mary  Jane  hair.  I’ll  remember 
someone  I  barely  knew  at  all 
dying  and  touching  my  life.  I’ll 
remember  two  planes  crashing 
into  two  towers.  I’ll  remember 
getting  caught  in  the  crossfire  of 
a  mooning  incident  sixie-year.  I’ll 
remember  frisbee  at  the  portrait. 

I’ll  remember  the  insanity 
and  stress  of  college 
applications.  I’ll  remember  the 
homework  load  from  sixie  year. 
I’ll  remember  the  Patriots  winning 
the  Super  Bowl  and  the  Red  Sox 
going  to  the  ALCS.  I’ll  remember 
seeing  one  of  the  best  pitchers 
history  has  to  offer  and  the 
original,  pre  Cincinnati  Reds,  Ken 
Griffey  Jr. 

I’ll  remember  my  family 
always  supporting  whatever  I  did. 
I’ll  remember  not  trying  out  for  a 
play,  and  regretting  it. 

But  most  of  all  I’ll 
remember  the  amazing  friends  I 
made.  I  have  spent  hours  with 
them  talking  and  laughing  about 
anything,  everything,  and  of 
course,  nothing  at  all.  I  have 
always  known  I  could  turn  to 
them  when  I  was  sad  and 
celebrate  with  them  when  I  was 
happy.  They  have  supported  me 
and  accepted  the  quirky  person 
that  I  am.  I  hope  I  will  not  fall  out 
of  touch  with  any  of  them,  but  if 
that  does  happen,  I  want  them  to 


know  I  will  never  forget  them  and 
always  think  of  them. 

I’ve  spent  six  years  here 
and  I  won’t  remember  any  Latin 
or  the  conclusions  of  half  my 
science  projects.  It’s  the  people 
and  the  events,  and  most  of  all 
the  teachers  and  the  friends  I’ll 
remember. 

-Jon 


??? 

•  •  • 


Well,  here  we  are.  It’s 
been  a  year  and  a  half  since 
you  first  let  me  into  your  hearts 
(or  decided  you  hate  me, 
depending  on  who  you  are). 
Now  I  am  leaving.  If  you  are 
reading  this  looking  for  humor, 
you  have  come  to  the  wrong 
place.  My  article  is  in  the  sports 
section  as  always.  Instead, 
here,  I  am  writing  to  say  two 
things:  goodbye  and  thank 
you. 

First,  thank  you.  Thank 
you  for  reading  my  column  and 
thank  you  for  all  the  support. 
Nothing  makes  my  heart 
warmer  than  seeing  people  get 
an  Argo  and  turning  to  my 
column,  or  getting  a  letter  from 
a  reader  expressing  support. 
All  who  have  sent  me  e-mails, 
know  that  I  intend  to  respond 
to  every  one  of  them  and  am 
sorry  for  the  delay  so  far. 

I’d  like  to  think  that  I  made 
a  few  people  smile  when  they 
were  having  bad  days.  If  I  did, 
then  I  am  incredibly  happy. 
That  is  all  a  fellow  like  me  can 
hope  for.  For  those  of  you  that 
never  liked  me,  I  accept  that. 
Just  know  that  my  intentions 
were  to  brighten  up  the  days  of 
others.  For  those  of  you  who 
think  my  articles  had  nothing  to 
do  with  sports,  I  disagree. 
Admittedly,  I  did  not  spend  my 
entire  columns  talking  about 
sports  (although  I  think  I  have 
spent  more  time  on  the  topic 
than  most  seem  to  believe). 
But  I  have  brought  readers  to 
the  sports  section.  People  who 
never  read  the  section  are  now 
opening  their  freshly-received 
Argo  to  sports.  Wolfpack 
athletes  who  think  I  am  taking 
away  from  the  length  of  their 
articles  should  know  I  am  trying 
hard  (and  I  think  succeeding) 
to  increase  the  viewership  and 
readership  of  those  articles. 
Plus  I  have  word  from  the 
sports  editor  that  the  articles 
would  not  be  any  longer  even 
if  my  column  did  not  exist. 
Furthermore,  what  could 
represent  the  spirit  of  sports 
more  than  fun  and  laughter? 
Although  many  athletes  often 
forget  it,  sports  are  and  always 
will  be  games.  They  are 
intended  to  inspire  happiness, 
friendship,  and  most  of  all  fun. 
And  that  is  the  spirit  of  my 
articles. 

But  I  think  I  have  spent 
too  much  of  my  time  and  yours 
addressing  a  group  whose 
views  I  cannot  change.  I  am 
really  writing  to  sincerely  thank 
the  readers  who  have 
supported  me. 

And  now,  as  I  head  for 
retirement,  I  say  one  more  time 
thank  you  and  goodbye. 

(Shorties  Rule) 

-Mitty 
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As  a  farewell  to  BLS-land,  I 
leave  advice  for  each  of  the  five 
remaining  classes. 

To  the  Sixies,  I  say  to  you, 
have  hope.  You  have  made  it  past 
the  first  year  and  your  graduation 
is  just  around  the  corner. 

To  the  Fivesies,  I  urge  you 
to  act  maturely  and  responsibly, 
but  remain  a  child  at  heart.  No 
longer  are  you  the  younguns  of 
yesteryear,  but  young  you  remain 
nonethe¬ 
less. 

T  o 
t  h  e 
Fresh¬ 
men,  I 
encour¬ 
age  you 
to  make 
your 
memo¬ 
ries  last, 
for  as 
soon  as 
your  junior  year  arrives,  your 
stash  of  free  time  will  diminish 
greatly. 

To  the  Sophomores,  be¬ 
cause  there  are  so  many  of  you, 
I  give  you  two  pieces  of  advice.  If 
you  haven’t  done  so  already,  be 
more  active  in  school,  for  that  is 
the  only  way  that  you  will  learn 
how  to  appreciate  the  institution. 
Secondly,  help  each  other  out 
and  get  to  know  each  other  bet¬ 
ter.  If  you  have  only  10  friends, 
make  50  more.  If  you  have  200 
friends,  double  that! 

Finally,  to  the  Juniors,  I  give 
to  you  something  that  will  surely 
help  you  on  your  road  to  college; 
directions  to  the  24-hour  South 
Annex  Post  Office.  As  you  exit 
from  the  South  Station  T  stop, 
head  towards  the  Fort  Point 
Channel,  down  Summer  St.  and 
before  you  cross  the  bridge,  turn 
right.  You  should  be  able  to  see 
the  building  a  few  yards  from  the 
intersection. 

With  that  I  bid  all  of  you 
adieu. 

-James 


-  Rob 


Graphics 


The  long  and  winding  road 
that  is  high  school  has  finally 
come  to  an  end,  and  I  guess  its 
time  for  me  to  distribute  the 
amazing  wisdom  that  I  have  ac¬ 
quired  over  the  years.  My  edu¬ 
cational  career  at  Latin  has  been 
quite  an  experience,  a  real  roller 
coaster  of  disasters  and  tri¬ 
umphs,  but,  through  it  all  I  can 
honestly  say  it  has  been  worth¬ 


while.  Past  the  stacks  of  notes, 
countless  books,  and  hours  of 
lost  sleep,  I  have  made  impen¬ 
etrable  friendships,  gained  per¬ 
spectives  on  life,  and  above  all, 
had  fun.  It’s  really  important  that 
we  keep  our  heads  about  us,  and 
always  have  a  smile  ready  to 
wear.  Let’s  take  confident  steps 
into  the  future.  Keep  it  real.  Much 
love. ...peace. 

-  Joe 


‘03’s  favorite  saying  by  a  faculty  member... 

“Why  you  late?”  —  Officer  Owens 
“It’s  ovah  humanoids!”  —  Mr.  Tarpey 
“I’m  Big  Daddy!” —  Mr.  Keitt 
“I’m  giving  a  quiz!”  —  Mr.  O’Malley 

[5x]Tve  been  working  like  a  dog  here... what’s  that  in  your  paw?” — Mr. 
Izzo 

“Go  more  deeply.”  —  Mr.  Waldron 

“You  better  be  quiet  or  I’m  going  to  come  in  and  teach!”  —  Mr.  Tarpey, 

plagiarized  from  Mrs.Shevlin 

“Fail  to  prepare  is  preparing  to  fail.”  —  Mr.  Osowiecki 

“This  is  NOT  math-a-magic!”  —  Ms.  Wilson 

[3x]  “Slavery  is  ovah. ..but  they  did  not  free  the  teachers!”  —  Ms.  Wilson 
[4x]  “This  is  BLS,  not  BLT.  Ok  Baby?” — Ms.  Brun 
“Don’t  let  an  ugly  ogre  hurt  a  pretty  face  like  yours.”  —  Mr.  Fulton 
[2x]  “Questions,  comments,  observations,  lamentations?” —  Dr.  Neary 
[5x]  “Ain’t  I  learned  you  good?”  —  Mr.  Tarpey 
“Spies  and  informants!”  —  Mr.  Tarpey 
[2x]  “Wretched  creature!”  -  Ms.  McCourt 
“Shut  up  so  you’ll  be  smart”  -  Ms.  Daly 

“Close  only  counts  in  hand  grenades,  horse  shoes,  and  nuclear  bombs.” 
—  Mr.  Pitts 

“I’m  not  racist... trash  comes  in  all  colors!”  —  Anonymous 

[2x]  “I'm  a  twerp,  I'm  a  cute  twerp  but  I’m  still  a  twerp.”  —  Ms.  Zitney 

“That  really  FREAKS  me  out.”  —  Mr.  Aversa 

“No  passion  in  the  corridors!”  —  Mr.  Izzo 

“Your  mortal  soul  is  in  great  danger!” — Mr. Tarpey 

“Today  we’re  going  to  finger  Mein  Kampf!”  —  Ms.  Freeman 

“Focus!”  —  Mr.  Ruffino 
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Best  Memory... 


Knowing  I’ll  never  step  into  this  building  again 

Cancun 

Cut  Parties 

Cutting  school  to  go  to  the  Patriots  downtown! 
The  day  the  pipe  broke 
Senior  potluck  karaoke  night! 

The  day  the  pipe  broke  in  10th  grade! 

Leaving  school  to  go  home  and  then  to  Philly! 
Getting  into  college  Early  Action 
Eastern  Europe  2003 
The  Spring  Fling 

Throwing  tables  and  chairs  out  of  room  211's 

window  in  9th  grade 

Desk  pyramid  in  Mr.  O’Malley’s  class 

Chillin’  with  Claire  in  the  cat  or  at  the  movies! 

The  Guild  Festival  Finals!!!! 

Playing  Grampa,  Playing  Mr.  Kirby 

Smuggler’s  Notch  '03 

JV  softball  7th  grade;  Mrs.  Gooding 

Mouse  running  in  the  Locker  Room 

That  long  fire  drill  during  finals  in  the  8lh  grade 

The  day  we  graduate 

Fashion/  Talent  show  2003 

Answering  the  senior  poll  right  before  it  goes  to 

print 

Martha’s  Vineyard 
Friends 

Pipe  Burst  Day 

Volunteer  hours  in  Mr.  Keitt’s  office  doing  absolutely 
nothing 

Sophomore  Semi 
Mr.  Walker’s  9th  grade  Math  class 
Anything  and  everything  music  related 
Pipe  day 

Chillin  on  the  roof 
CM  dance,  9th  grade 
Going  to  the  beach 

Feb  22,  2003;  2002  National  Junior  Classical 

league  convention 

Ice  cream  for  passing  the  MCAS 

Jumping  out  windows  8th  grade 

2003  spring  break  in  Cancun 

Rally  days  ’02  and  '03 

Senior  Red  Sox  game 

Eastern  Europe  2003 

Senior  Red  Sox  game 

Semi  2003 

The  day  the  pipe  burst 
Cut  day  #1  at  Sara’s 
Beach  days 
Ski  trip 

The  Cancun  Crew 
Ride  ’em  Cowgirls 
Sara-Bara's  bash 
Mr.  Ordway’s  class 
Countdown 
Softball  bus  rides 

Dancing  in  Ms.  Davis  AP  Calculus  Class 
Junior  Prom 

Sitting  on  the  third  floor  steps  with  my  best  friend 
Grape 

New  kids  on  the  block  on  Halloween 

Shoutouts  at  lunch 

Jumping  out  the  window 

Facing  history  DC  NYC  trip  ’03 

Fashion  Talent  Show  ’03 

Ms.  Davis’s  math  class  -  dancing! 

Dr.  Neary’s  improv 

Math  class  and  dancing  -  with  Ms.  Davis 
Hanging  with  friends 


Races  to  hockey  practice 
Triple  threat  (formal,  prom,  prom) 

Jr.  and  Sr.  years 
Mr.  Coleman 

Mini  knee  hockey  outside  132 
Halloween  2002 

Hockey  state  finals  at  the  Fleetcenter 
Finding  my  true  love 
Montreal!  Montreal!  Montreal! 

Dr.  Carroll  the  younger’s  stories 

7th  grade  fights 

Pipe  burst 

bell  bottom  jeans 

senioritis 

anytime  w/  my  friends 
pipe  burst 

Eastern  Europe  2003 
Flying  Tables 
Canada  trip 

You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You,  Ms.  Marcus’  drama 
class 

Hard  Rock  in  DC 
Hide  and  seek 

Music  night,  late  night,  play  rehearsals 
You  can’t  take  it  with  you 
The  Wizard  of  Oz  -  all  of  it 
TV 

The  Dining  Room 
Throwing  Jared  off  a  bridge 
9th  grade  Spring  Fling  dance 
Eastern  Europe  with  FHAO 
Senior  spring  dance  2003 
Sailing  team 
Swimming  team 
Meeting  Mr.  Waldron 
Guild  finals  2003 

Talking  to  Michel  and  Emilie  for  3  hours  in  their 

kitchen  - 1  don’t  even  know  if  they  were  real  people 

Not  doing  any  homework 

In-house  suspension 

Momentum 

Fridays  at  the  Fens 

Getting  into  college 

Jumping  out  the  window  in  8,h  grade 

The  day  the  water  pipe  broke 

Mike  Dewey 

All  my  friends 

The  day  the  pipe  burst 

Smuggler’s  notch 

Fronzie  jumping  over  those  buses  on  his  motorcycle 
Scoring  the  winning  goal  in  overtime  against 
Fontbonne 

Budnick  throwing  the  pie  at  Ug’s  face 
The  day  the  pipe  broke 

Being  sent  home  after  the  basement  was  flooded 
Senior  year...  never  having  to  come  back! 

Math  23rd  (hehehe) 

Mr.  Hillary  Pollock  calling  me  a  flake 
Mr.  Fernandez’s  “special  guest" 

Cutting  public  declamation 
Junior  prom 

Getting  tea  every  morning  for  Ms.  Brun  with  Billy  in 

9m  grade 

Beating  Westford 

Bus  rides  to  softball  +  basketball 

Comfort,  coffee  and  pastry  in  Ms.  Cousens’  office 

Getting  more  privileges  /  leeway  than  some 

recalcitrant  classmates 

Seeing  two  classmates  get  arrested  at  Roche  Bros. 
Sicily  2002 


Every  second  I  shared  with  my  close  friends 
Being  a  Broton 

Becoming  a  robot,  go,  go  Feissinator  5! 

Fridays  sixie  years  at  “the  Chilling  spot” 

Cupcakes  at  Diane’s  bakery 

Hard  rock  cafe  in  Washington  D.C.  with  Niki, 

Siobhan,  and  Liz 

Pipe  breaking 

Getting  out  of  this  place  (the  light  at  the  end  of  the 
tunnel) 

The  Berger 

Montreal  2003 

Breadsticks  in  Montreal 

Ordering  cheeseburgers  at  BK  after  the  Berga 

Song  of  the  day  in  French  class  “French  AP” 

material  at  France 

Mrs.  Methelis's  English  class  10th  grade 
When  the  second  group  for  Street  Party  stood 
clueless  on  stage  during  the 
main  performance  at  the  Show  Choir  festival 
The  expression  on  Lily's  face  after  she  walked  into 
the  boy’s  room  accidentally  =) 


A  long  lost  friend  =) 

An  ever-increasing  sense  that  I  have  to  get  out  of 
here 

Good  friends 

The  best  of  friends  I’ll  ever  have 
$5 

Sneakers,  Headbands,  CD  player,  money 

Some  wonderful  friends 

Apple  juice 

Stupid  people 

Great  people 

People  I  will  be  friends  with  for  the  rest  of  my  life 
Adam’s  camera 
My  best  friends 
Sanity 

Not  a  whole  lot 

A  Vietnamese  figurine  in  my  locker 
Candy 

Awesome  friends 

Mike  Kennedy 

Eyebrows 

Friendship 

Love 

Hatred 

Boredom 

Best  friends 

More  enemies 

True  friends 

Many  good  friends 

The  green  race  car  on  the  roof  (English  Class  - 
10lh  grade) 

A  watch 
A  physics  book 
My  boys 

Mice  in  the  boys'  locker  room 

The  ability  to  fake  intelligence 

Lifelong  friends 

Self-confidence 

Beautiful  friends 

Success 

Countless  friends 
Independence 

How  “real  world”  is  like  (in  a  negative  sense) 

Map  of  the  Carribean 
A  peacoat 
Good  friends 
A  love  for  anime 
An  understanding  of  politics 
New  ways  to  scam  through  life 
Great  friends 
Work 

Really  great  friends 
Crushes 

Many  friendships 
Awesome  friends 
Plates 

Meghan  Greene 
Drumsticks 

The  best  friends  I  could  ever  hoped  to  find 
More  fruitcake  than  I  know  what  to  do  with 
Someone's  wallet 
A  t-shirt 
My  boyfriend 
Self  confidence 


Amazing  friends 
A  senior  survey 

Some  confidence,  but  not  enough  for  al 
situations 

The  importance  of  affection 
Myself,  sort  of 

Many  characters  and  a  rather  good  ability  to  ac 
Enemies 

A  robotic  friend.  I  love  you  Feissinator  5! 
Really  good  friends 

The  most  hysterical  friends  imaginable 

My  girlfriend 

My  best  friends 

Mr.  Montague 

A  sense  of  self 

The  meaning  of  love 

T  passes 

Alcohol 

Love 

Friends 

The  Blob 

Mike’s  Red  Sox  hat 
High  tolerance 
Chicken  McNuggets 


A  dollar 
Jerks 
Cynicism 
Friends 

Bliss  in  ignorance 

The  best  friends  in  the  world 

A  wad  of  gum  in  my  new  shirt 

Secret,  clean  bathroom 

I’m  still  looking 

My  Earth  science  goggles 

Nothing 

Nasty,  stinky  bathrooms  (what’s  with  all  the 
stinkiness?) 

An  appreciation  for  people/teachers  who  actually 
care 

Hundreds  of  geeks 
Trials  and  triumphs 
Unappreciation  for  authority 
My  inferiority  complex 
Really  good  friends 
Confidence 
Tom  O’Malley 
Mice 

Negativity  and  bitterness 
A  profound  appreciation  for  Dr.  James’  poem  of 
the  day 

Some  of  the  best  people  in  the  world 
Friends 

Great  friends  and  hilarious  memories 
True  friends 

The  ability  to  completely  make  up  papers 
Awesome  friends 
Calculators  (hehe) 

My  best  friends 
Love 

Awesome  friends 
Amazing  friends 

Self-respect  and  $20  in  the  cafeteria 

Great  friends 

Amazing  friends 

Ability  to  stay  up  late 

Why  life  is  so  short 

The  true  purpose  of  Jolt 

There’s  always  someone  worse  off  than  you 

Enough  pens  and  pencils  to  last  and  pay  my 

ways  through  college  and  then  some 

Jamila 

A  corrupt  faculty  and  administration 
A  quarter,  but  it  turned  out  to  be  Canadian 
Pants  (I  wish) 

Depravity 

A  Futon  Police  force 

Schizophrenia 

All  the  TI-83  calculators 

Courage 

Really  great  friends 
The  Dining  Hall 

Many  ways  to  sleep  in  class  without  being 

noticed 

Alcoholism 

Belly  laughs 

50’s  diner 

Helen  of  Troy 

2  briefcases 

All  my  friends 

The  ability  to  sleep  1 0  hours  per  week 
A  will  to  go  through  anything 


Favorite  parking  spot 


fens 


Things  Found... 
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Things  Lost... 

My  white  Nike  visor,  pager,  old  sneakers 
My  virginity 

So  much  sleep . . .  and  the  hope  of  getting  it  back! 
My  love  for  life 

Mr.  Dead-Wrong  #1  and  Mr.  Dead-Wrong  #2 
Innocence 

My  wallet,  jacket,  10th  grade  locker,  calculator 
-  or  should  I  say,  STOLEN? 

Naivete,  and  how! 

Weight 

Height 

Sleep 

My  balance  in  Midsummer  Night’s  Dream 

Keys 

Jackets 

Sleep 

Many  hours  of  sleep 

La  guerre  de  Troie  n’aura  pas  lieu 

My  soul 

Humanity 

Sanity 

Best  years  of  my  life 
Too  much  sleep 


Any  hope  that  the  school  will  get  better  for  future 
generations 

Two  limbs-now  I  am  a  robot!  Feissinator  5! 

A  shoe 
Money 
My  earring 
Mouse 
Optimism 

Ability  to  tolerate  faculty  members  and  fellow 

classmates 

Six  years 

My  humility,  and  oh  -  a  condom  balloon 

Friendships 

Respect 

Time 

Bail  money  from  Mike 

Direction  in  life 

Sense  of  optimism 

Innocence 

85  dollars  once 

Calculator 

Pens 

Sleep 

My  mind,  my  sanity,  my  lunch  and  my  gloves  (all  in 
the  same  day) 
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got  started  Senior  slump  for  you  began: 

early  (day  1  at  1  for9et! 

bis)  January 

yW^ 

- l  •  □  spring  of  junior  year 

i— -  &;  :  j  □  got  started  early  (day  1  at  bis) 

\  Rk  f  ■  I  forget! _ 

spring  of  1st  day  of 

junior  year  ^———senior  year 

21%  6% 


Hall  monitor  who  most  made  you  shake  with 

fear 


senior 

paefects 

B% 


I  am  afraid  of 
no  hall  monitor 
42% 


Ms.  Russo 
6% 


B  senior  paefects 

■  Ms.  Russo 

□  Mr.  Akeson 

□  other 

■  I  am  afraid  of  no  hall  monitor 


other 
1 1% 


Mr.  Akeson 
33% 


Intelligence 

My  TI-83  and  my  sanity 
Mr.  O’Malley 
My  intelligence 

My  tolerance  for  ignorant  people 
Sanity 

Everything  I  once  held  dear 

My  desire  to  excel  in  school 

Fear 

My  pants 

My  wallet 

Friends 

My  retainer 

Innocence 

A  good  friend 

My  mind 

Sanity 

Patience 

The  urge  to  stalk 

Respect  for  authority 

World  War  II 

Innocence 

Sleep 

Precalculus  book 
Latin  4  book 

My  disillusionment... almost 
Friends 
My  sanity 
My  innocence 

Respect  for  a  lot  of  the  teachers 
Friends 

So  much  sleep 
My  childhood 
Respect  for  authority 
Naivete 

My  Spanish  5  Honors  book 
Humanity 

Faith  in  the  human  race 
Faith  in  public  education 
Video  game  playing  time 
My  sock 

My  favorite  pair  of  Vans 
Sanity  and  sleep 


Innocence 
My  soul 
My  skin  color 
Many  hours  of  sleep 
A  life 

Respect  for  authority 

Faith  in  the  intelligence  of  the  American  people 
Some  of  the  best  years  of  my  life 
Gym  pants  (gray,  size  0) 

36  pens  37  pens  now 
Gym  pants 
Innocence 
Time 

Clean  mind 
Clothes 
Hat  and  gloves 
Books 

Anything  I  touched 
My  faith  in  fairness 
My  mind 

Chinese  5  Books 
My  digital  camera 

My  boots  (actually  stolen  by  a  junior) 

Three  wallets  and  half  my  nervous  system 

Many  wasted  hours  of  sleep 

Innocence 

Sanity 

Keys 

Stiletto 

Papers 

Friendships 

My  history  book 

My  sanity 

My  boyfriend 

Mind 

Perspective 
Sleep 
Dignity 
Will  to  live 

My  mind  and  a  nice,  expensive  watch 
Motor  skills 
Respect  for  authority 


My  faith  in  mankind 
My  skin 

My  virginities  (drugs,  sex  and  alcohol) 

Pens 

Respect  for  authority 
Sleep 

Need  for  perfection;  I  don’t  want  to  talk  about  it 
4  cell  phones,  2  backpacks,  about  500  pants 
Sanity 

My  love  of  reading 
Everything 
My  self-esteem 
My  naivete 
Many  football  games 

Ability  to  tolerate  faculty  members  and  fellow 

classmates 

The  cafeteria 

All  faith  in  the  rationale  of  the  administration 
Hope 

All  respect  for  this  school  and  the  teachers 
The  care  to  shave  my  legs  for  school 
Respect  for  pigeons 
Motivation  to  diet 
My  mind 
My  hair 

Confidence  in  human  beings 
My  respect  for  authority 

Wish  I  hadn’t  done... 

Been  absent  as  much 
Stupidly  cut  after  1st  period 
Gotten  in  trouble 
Tried  so  hard 
Come  here 

Lost  my  funky  sixties  style 
Soo  many  stupid  things! 

Everything  I  did  at  CM  dances 
Played  basketball  with  Mark  Higgins 
Procrastinated  so  much 

Homework  7th  and  8th  grade  when  it  didn’t  matter 
Crashed  the  Semi 
Filled  out  Senior  Survey 
Gone  to  BLS 

Spent  so  much  time  trying  to  fit  in 
Procrastinated  so  much 

Gotten  my  1  and  only  disciplinary  detention  in  8lh 
grade 

Not  worked  as  hard  because  I  won’t  get  the  credit 
I  deserve 

So  badly  9th  grade  year 
Acted  like  a  loser  for  6  years 
Cut  so  little 
No  Regrets 

Jumped  over  the  fence  and  broke  my  knee  during 

Spring  track 

Cared 

Tried 

Homework 
So  much  homework 
Gotten  caught 
G.E.M. 

Gone  to  10th  grade  French  class  so  much 
Come  to  this  hellhole 

Procrastinated  with  every  project/paper  ever 
assigned 

Taken  Greek  Tradition  Senior  Year 

Had  Fulton  catch  me  running  from  school  by  car 

Come  here 


Taken  Latin  Honors 
Connections 

Worked  after  school  only  to  waste  all  my  money 

Gone  to  school  every  single  day 

Written  that  note  with  names 

Gotten  so  nervous  about  college 

I  wish  I  didn’t  stay  home  from  school  all  those  days! 

The  Hustle 

Broken  every  limb  in  my  body 
Taken  Facing  History 
Taken  Economics 

Procrastinated  so  much  on  so  many  things 

Been  so  stupid 

Nothing 

Taken  German  A.P. 

Gained  20  pounds 
Taken  school  so  seriously 
More 

Let  time  pass  so  quickly 
Stayed  for  6  years 
Procrastinated 
Taken  U.S.  History  AP 
Got  involved... 

...well  I  can’t  tell  ya  that,  I  might  get  in  trouble 

stressed  about  non-important  things 

taken  U.S.  History  in  Rm.  218 

taken  Government  AP 

Bought  the  Chumbawamba  CD 

Taken  US  History  AP 

Stressed  out  over  freshman  year 

Bought  that  throwback  for  Tom 

Hung  out  in  Westie/Ctown/JP 

Hid  for  so  many  years 

Given  up  on  people 

Seen  your  thong 

Stressed  so  much 

Nothing 

Put  up  with  this  prison,  and  the  wardens  in  charge 

Set  foot  in  this  @1#?  building 

Ever  eaten  cafeteria  food 

Come  to  BLS  for  6  years 

Homework 

Ever  used  the  bathrooms 
So  much  unnecessary  work 
Scared  off  all  my  classmates 
Listened  to  all  the  gossip 
Anything  on/ahead  of  time 
Eaten  cafeteria  food 
Not  going  there 

Been  caught  drinking  at  CM  dance  in  10111  grade 

Worried  so  much  about  everything 

As  much  work  sixie  year 

Tardy  detention 

Ever  used  the  bathrooms 

So  much  unnecessary  work  scared  off  all  my 

classmates 

Listened  to  all  the  gossip 
Anything  on/ahead  of  time 
Eaten  cafeteria  food 
Failed  Biology  7  times 
Come  here 
Quit  Improv 
A.P.  Physics 
Stayed  for  6  years 
Ham  burgling 
Come  to  BLS 
Come  here 
Falling  in  love  =( 


laughing  at 
sixie  roily  bags 
6% 


favorite  senior  ‘privilige' 


crashing  the 
semi 
16% 


we  have  ^ 
privileges? 
60% 


% 


doing  no  work 
12% 


taking  the 
initiative  and 
\  cutting  all  the 
under¬ 
classmen  in 
the  lunch  line 
6% 


I  laughing  at  sixie  roily  bags 


I  crashing  the  semi 


D  doing  no  work 


□  taking  the  initiative  and  cutting 
all  the  under-classmen  in  the 
lunch  line 

■  we  have  privileges? 
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Worst  Memory. 


SevUor  Secttorv 

2003 


Ten  years  from 


Having  less  privileges  and  more  work  than 
underclassmen 

Ms.  Daly  trying  everything  possible  so  I  wouldn’t 
get  a  waiver 

Plumber’s  Crack...  On  all  the  wrong  people 
The  stupid  fight  in  7'h  grade  that  broke  up  our  group 
-  all  over  a  bus  ride 
43  F’s 

Getting  caught  cutting  in  7th  grade 
Semi  “aftermath” 

Filling  out  Senior  Survey 

Acting  like  a  jerk  at  the  sophomore  semi,  though 

the  semi  itself  was  fun 

Getting  sick  in  10"’  grade 

It  actually  ran  up  my  panties! 

Break-up 

Getting  censured  for  a  really  stupid  lie 
Early  morning  tardy  detention 
Being  told  I  would  be  held  back 
Everything  else 

Suspension  (Stalinist)  hearings 
Spending  time  with  stinky  people 
Getting  in  car  crash  after  Junior  Prom 
Standing  in  a  rainstorm  in  my  rented  tux 
Everything  else 
Just  one? 

Junior  year 

Going  face  to  face  with  Ms.  Kelley 
Backstabbed  in  10lh  grade 
Learning  loneliness  and  loss  the  hard  way 
9'”  grade  dance 
U.S.  history  AP 

Someone  stealing  +  shredding  up  my  brand  new 

gym  pants  sixie  year 

Toronto  8th  grade 

Wrasslin’  in  Mr.  Nieve's  gym  class 

Mr.  Hannigan  broken  finger  incident 

Not  doing  science  project  and  facing  Mr.  Haritos 

April  first  2000 

Too  many  to  choose  from 

Getting  caught  drinking 

Spanish  class  for  2  years... living  hell! 

1 0th  grade  studies  with  Ms.  White 
First  disciplinary  detention 
Mr.  Ivis 

Losing  John...  10lh  grade 

Stupid  easily  flippable  SUVs 

The  college  process  ->  b/c  it’s  so  competitive 

7,h  grade  pre-algebra 

finding  out  Dr.  Lambert  was  still  going  to  have  us 
work  after  the  U.S.  history  AP 
September  1 1th 

hockey  state  finals  at  the  fleetcenter 
coming  here 


Least  important  thing 

Latin 

1 ,001  excuses  to  get  out  of  class 

How  to  stay  awake  during  class 

That  it  may  get  harder...  meh,  whatever... 

Precalculus 

How  to  use  the  subjunctive  in  French 
Name  to  equitone 
The  four  step  process 
Theo  Yee  is  hot!!! 

Calculus 

The  history  of  McDonald’s 

Reading  (because  I  failed  it)...  and  Latin 

5  years  of  Latin 

The  BLS  school  song 

Geometry 

Coffee  is  bad  for  you 

Agricola,  agricolae,  f.  and  everything  after  that  [sic] 
Most  things 

Agricola,  agricolae  f.  [sic] 

Agricola  =  farmer? 

Agricola,  agricolae  f.  farmer  [sic] 

Lisa  Turtle  will  never  go  out  with  Screetch 

If  you 

The  lack  of  support  and  emotions 

More  socially  adapt  teachers 

Teachers... too  many  have  been  here  for  too  long 

Better  arts  program/journalism  class! 

Keep  the  arts  facilities 

Administrators/teachers 

The  inept  and  arrogant  faculty 

The  amount  of  time  we’re  here  each  day  (More 

sleep!). 

Two  words:  open  campus 

More  teachers  and  administrators  would  treat 

students  like  people 

More  interaction  and  openness  in  the  classroom 
These  foolish  Senior  Survey  Questions! 
Everything  and/or  Ms.  K 

The  students  wouldn't  be  so  wrapped  up  in 
themselves 

Seniors  should  take  5  classes  instead  of  6 
Fewer  mice 
The  rules 

Seniors  would  actually  HAVE  a  senior 
lounge(there  would  be  a  lot  fewer  seniors  in  the 
hallways) 

The  guidance  counselors 
Tedeschi  for  Headmaster! 

Distribution  of  money... (Mrs.  Kelley) 

Me  not  being  an  alumnus. 

Attitude 

I'd  make  it  less  stressful. 

Lack  of  a  Student  Parking  Lot 

The  focus  of  the  school's  reputation,  instead  of 


being  yelled  at  to  get  out  of  the  hallways 
Mahoney’s  bio  class 
all  of  Junior  year 

finding  out  I  didn't  get  into  my  first  choice 
my  French  teacher  telling  me  I  was  the  reason 
the  educational  system  was  going  down  the  drain 
9/11 

the  Tuesday  after  April  vacation  senior  year! 
Blech! 

Geometry  class  sophomore  year 

Being  taped  in  our  rooms  in  Virginia 

Waking  up  in  Latin  class 

Being  censured  8th  grade 

NHS  induction  speeches 

Bomb  scare  sixie  year 

Getting  suspended 

Having  to  wake  up  extra  early  for  tardy  detention 

First  declamation  in  7th  grade 

Sitting  in  the  auditorium  and  listening  to  the  public 

dec. 

Break  down  at  mock  trial  because  of  junior  year 
stress 

The  pointless  drama  +  the  tree  trunks 
Mr.  Nieves’  aerobicising  classes 
Having  class  after  APs/  finals 
6  finals  in  one  day 

people  walking  naked  out  of  the  showers 
taking  languages 

getting  suspended  +  homeroom  130 

filling  out  this  survey  (too  many  real  ones  to  list) 

Too  many  to  count 

Spending  6  years  in  hell 

Getting  1  day  to  mourn  the  dead 

Puberty...  in  school 

Report  card  day  (all  of  them) 

Being  told  I  should  go  to  community  college 
All  nighters 
Latin  class 

Falling  asleep  on  my  theatre  arts  project  hence 
crushing  it  the  day  before  it  was  due 
Getting  in  trouble  for  writing  a  note  in  which  I  was 
talking  trash  about  Ms.  Cousens  and  she  found  it 
Final  Friday  1 1/1/02 
Losing  a  good  friend.... 

BLS  dance  9lh  grade 

Calculus  and  salsa  classes 

Getting  caught  cutting  in  7"1  grade 

Crashing  my  car  and  getting  arrested  in  the  same 

week 

Fighting  for  parking  spaces  we  still  get  towed  in 
The  huge  AA  assembly 

J - almost  messing-up  entire  school’s  Asian 

Night 


learned  at  BLS... 

John  Regan  and  Men  without  Hats 

Deciduous  means  a  plant  with  leaves 

Puella,  -ae  f.  girl 

The  Latin  Language 

Supply/demand  curve 

How  to  write  a  fake  pass 

sin2x  +  cos2x  =  1 

How  to  completely  alienate  one’s  peers 

“Arma  virumque  cano  troiae...”  languages  I 

hardly/never  use  ever  again 

Novels  I  will  never  read/use  again 

7th  grade  music  class 

How  to  take  notes  (I  don’t  take  notes) 

Math 

Saying  that  the  Hatch  Act  involved  Chickens  was 
a  “fowl  response” 

Everything 
Passive  periphrastic 
Greek  Tradition 
The  4th  conjugation 

The  plu-perfect  tense  of  the  4th  conjugation 
Algebra 


the  students. 

The  way  people  are  driven  by  work,  work,  work 

Just  sometimes,  a  little  more  unity  and 

consideration  -  less  judging  (on  the  students’  part) 

1  want  Charles  in  charge  of  me 

School  Color 

Senior  Parking 

Unenthusiastic  faculty 

Administration 

Get  a  Parking  Lot 

EVERYTHING 

Less  homework 

Central  heating  and  AC 

Gossip  people! 

The  headmaster 
No  more  Latin! 

The  funding  for  the  arts  department  and  arts 
teachers 

Not  having  any  senior  privileges 
Constantly  feeling  trapped  in  a  prison 
Open  campus 
Give  senior  privileges! 

SENIOR  PRIVILEGES! 

More  understanding  teachers 

Make  some  teachers  more  approachable 

Campus 

Assistance  in  college  admissions 

Lack  of  senior  privileges 

Senior  Privileges 

Parking 

Everything 


Still  in  love  with  you 
A  successful  civil  engineer/lawyer 
Teaching  at  a  private  school 
Probably  an  animator  for  a  Disney  film 
Rich 

A  successful  journalist  at  a  well-respected  paper 
or  magazine 
Warm 
A  lawyer 

In  California,  far  far  away 
At  a  rave 

Probably  still  hanging  around  with  Julia 

Rich  and  famous 

Not  giving  money  to  BLS 

In  East  Boston 

Broken 

Naked 

Eating  jelly 

Retired 

Not  here 

In  grad  school,  loving  you 
Living  in  a  van  down  by  the  river 
Far  away 

Livin’  it  up  in  New  York  City 
Still  at  UMASS 

In  a  cave  somewhere  putting  curses  on  BLS 
Eating  porkchops  and  applesauce!  With  my  robot 
friends! 

Rich,  and  not  giving  a  dime  back 

Giving  toilet  paper  to  the  school  (no  money  though) 

Refusing  to  give  money  to  the  school 

Deep  in  the  music  biz 

A  police  officer/investigator 

A  successful  businesswoman  with  plenty  of  money 

Working  with  monkeys  and  apes 

28  and  pregnant 

Living  somewhere  other  than  Boston  and  working 

Sitting  in  the  headmaster's  chair 

Sailing  off  of  the  Amalfi  coast 

Sliding  down  the  slippery  slope  to  drug  addiction 

Having  much  more  fun  that  I  am  right  now 

Rich,  famous,  and  married  to  a  handsome  foreign 

man 

A  psychologist,  counseling  kids  from  this  school 
Still  hating  the  school 

Acting  in,  directing,  and  writing  Broadway  plays 
and  Hollywood  movies 
In  Italy 

John  Joseph  McColgan  II 

Trying  to  save  the  world,  starting  my  big  family 

An  equine  podiatrist 

The  Messiah 

On  tour  and  singing  soprano 

Still  4'1 1"  and  hitting  on  teenage  boys 

In  an  institution 

Touring  the  nation  and  a  racecar 


Procrastination 

How  to  be  competitive  with  my  classmates 
You  can  get  nothing  out  of  something 
Arma  virumque  cano... 

The  anatomy  of  a  shark 
5  years  of  Latin 

How  to  get  the  cleanest  water  from  the  water 
fountains 

How  to  fall  into  a  deep  sleep  in  one  minute 
anywhere 

How  to  turn  a  fun  event  into  a  stressful  one 
What’s  this  “learning”  crap? 

5th  declension 
Math.  All  math. 

How  to  gliss 

The  five-paragraph  essay 

The  first  declension 

Importance  of  integrity 

Precalculus.  But  I  forgot  all  that,  anyway 

how  to  cook  mice  in  101  ways 

The  honor  code 

Comprehensive  Chinese 

about  BLS  what  would 

Actually  give  seniors  privileges 

The  books  read  in  English  class 

The  fact  that  senior  year  is  over  and  we  still  have 

work 

Everything 

The  lack  of  school  spirit 
Andrew  WK  would  be  headmaster 
Make  it  a  moon  colony 

Stop  oppression  of  arts,  creativity  and  emotions 
One  thing?  Actually  create  senior  privileges! 
Keep  the  cafeteria,  oh  wait,  “dining  hall,”  open 
afterschool 
It’s  existence 

Giving  the  students  privileges  and  rights 
The  lunch  schedule 

Animosity  between  teachers  and  faculty 
How  anal  teachers  are  -  honestly,  get  over  it,  we're 
human 
Better  food 

The  orange  brick  hallways 
Wear  whatever  you  want. 

Have  parking  for  the  students  (at  least  for  seniors) 

Nothing,  I  love  BLS 

Less  bureaucratic 

It’s  impossible  to  choose  just  one. 

The  heating  system  (the  school  should  be  ONE 
climate) 

The  fact  that  there  are  not  more  people  like  Dr. 
Neary. 

Teachers. 

Having  outside  dances. 


now  I’ll  be... 

Still  at  prep  school  (probably  Deerfield  at  this  point) 
Pregnant  (and  married) 

Standing  right  beside  you 
Working  (I  hope) 

A  lawyer,  I  hope 

Wearing  my  NKOTB  outfit  dancing  for  money  on 
the  corner 
God  only  knows 

“Loaded”  in  every  sense  of  the  word 
Around 

A  famous  fashion  designer 
A  successful  investment  banker 
Famous  and  married 

(hopefully)  married  and  doing  something  I  love 

Married,  happy,  loving  my  life 

Head  nurse  at  Children's,  driving  a  Champagne 

Cadillac 

28. ...I  can  do  math! 

Dead 

Working 

Rockin’  your  socks  off  as  the  Orange  Man 

Rich,  living  on  the  beach 

Happy 

Your  stepfather 
A  playboy 
Happy 

Probably  married,  pregnant... 

Drinking  water  and  a  robot 
Abroad 

Finishing  up  the  therapy  sessions  the  school  drove 
me  to 

Dead... or  alive 
Owning  my  own  business 
A  millionaire 

Filthy  rich  and  living  on  my  own  private  island 
A  famous  news  reporter 

Sipping  a  pina  colada  on  a  beautiful  island  with 
my  gorgeous  husband 
Successful  and  happy 
In  Eastie 

Sleeping  past  7  on  Monday  morning 

Rich  and  giving  none  of  it  to  Latin  School 

Successful,  happy,  and  starting  a  family 

Crashing  more  cars 

27  and  rolling  in  a  pile  of  money 

Working  for  a  living 

Recovering  from  Latin 

Queen  of  Belgium 

Recovering  from  Latin 

The  owner  of  the  Harry  McDonough  Sailing  Center 
Drinking  (Most  probably) 

Drunk  +  asleep 
Getting  married  in  Aruba 
Skinny 

Seeing  a  psychiatrist  to  see  how  sane  I  am 
Married  to  the  love  of  my  life 


Calculus 

Fac  vaca  [sic]  lac  (or  latin  in  general) 

Eating  people  is  bad.  Not  when  you’re  a  robot! 
“Quo  usque  tandem  abutere  catalina  [sic], 
patientia  nostra...” 

You’ll  get  into  college  if  you  try 

Arma  virumque  cano  troiae  qui  primus  ab  horis 

[sic] 

German 

French  is  a  language 

Precalculus 

Statistics 

Anything  in  Ms.  Johnson’s  class 

What  all  those  plaques  in  the  front  lobby  stand  for 

Watch  out  for  SPANDEX  while  driving  -  Ms. 

Cousen’s  Drivers  Ed 

Anything  of  the  science  genre 

What  all  those  plaques  in  the  front  lobby  stand  for 

The  first  declension 

Drinking  is  hazardous  to  your  health 

Judge  Judy  makes  more  money  annually  than  do 

Supreme  Court  justices 

it  be?... 

Admit  fewer  kids  from  West  Roxbury 
Senior  privileges. 

Make  it  stand  for  the  Biggest  Loser  School 
Labaki’s  love  interest. 

Let  us  into  the  tower  on  the  roof. 

More  senior  privileges 
Student-faculty  lack  of  respect  both  ways. 
EVERYTHING 
The  LUNCHES 

Lack  of  school  spirit  caused  by  little  integration  of 
students,  faculty  and  administration 
Senior  privileges 
Student  parking 

How  the  school  day  works  -  8  day  rotation 

Open  campus 

Have  senior  parking 

#  of  Junior  year  electives 

Everyone  gets  an  A 

Give  senior  privileges. 

Tardy  detention  -  if  you  can’t  be  in  by  7:45,  how 
can  you  be  in  by  7  AM? 

The  brainwash  and  the  cynic  machine 

Change  it  from  a  prison  to  a  school 

The  fascist  administration 

Influence  more  people  to  wash  regularly,  so  they'll 

be  tasty  when  I  eat  them! 

Stop  oppression  of  arts,  creativity,  and  emotions 
Give  seniors  privileges! 

EVERYTHING  -teachers 
Just  one  thing??? 

Those  teachers...  you  all  know  who  I  mean 


could  change  one  thing 
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A  Day  in  the  Eyes  of  a  Senior 


AND  SO  ANOTHER  SENIOR  DAY  BEGINS... 


AS  THIS  EAGLE-EYED  SENIOR  DEMONSTRATES,  HALL 
MONITORING  REQUIRES  CONSTANT  VIGILANCE  IN  ORDER  TO  KEEP  THE 
SENIOR  HALL  FREE  OF  NEFARIOUS  SIXIES  AND  THEIR  CLOG-INDUCING 
ROLLIE  BAGS. 


THE  BARBARIC  HORDES,  RABIDLY  WOLFING  DOWN 
THEIR  DAILY  CHOW,  AS  SEEN  FROM  THE  HOLY  SENIOR  PERCH. 
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YES,  WE  HAVE  THE  AUTHORITY  TO  CUT! 


BUT  THIS  SENIOR  HERE  WASN'T  TOO  CAREFUL! 


TO  THIS  DAY  THIS  SENIOR  IS  SERVING  TEA 
AND  CRUMPETS  IN  HEADMASTER  KELLY'S  OFFICE 
WITH  NO  END  IN  SIGHT! 


So  Cast  off  the  lines,  John  B 
And  hoist  your  sails  for  sea, 
Leave  Boston  Latin  ashore  and 
Set  your  own  course, 

The  tide  is  high,  horizon  is  blue, 
Farewell  to  the  Argo,  and 
Fair  Winds  to  you 
(with  apologies  to  Brian  Wilson 
and  the  Beach  Boys) 

Love  Mom  and  Dad 


Latin  School  -  Survivor! 

It's  No  Contest! 

Raise  the  Tiki  Torch  for  the 
'Jackson  Seven' 

Caitlyn, Cheryl,  Drew,  Kara,  Michala, 
Stephanie,  and  Johnny  B 
An  Anonymous  Keeper  of  the  Flame 


Congratulations  ‘Allison, 
We’re  sonroua  of  you!! 
Lovelorn,  T>aa, 
Courtney  &r'  Hobble 


My  dearest  Christine, 
Nancy,  Longjie, 
Andrei,  Eleanor, 
and  Viv: 

We've  been 
through  so  much 
together  and  we're 
finally  leaving! 
Treasure  all  the 
memories  (meetings 
until  6,  the  disagree¬ 
ments,  the  laughter, 
the  events,  the  people) 
Love  you  guys! 

-Lily 
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Congratulations  Class  of  2003! 

Thanks  to  all  my  friends  who  have 
made  my  days  brighter.  You  know  who 
you  are.  1  wish  you  all  every  success 
and  happiness. 

-Lily  Zhong 

Kelly  Taylor,  We’re  so  proud 
of  you!  With  much  love  and 
congratulations 
from 

Mom,  Dad  and  Katie 

Robert,  Congratulations! 

We're  all  proud  of  you! 

Love, 

Mom,  Dad 

And  Elizabeth 

Congratulations  Tash.... 

Best  wishes  to  your  future 
and  happiness  throughout 
your  life!  Love 

Uncle  Frankie,  Auntie  Frank  & 
Diana 

To  Josh  and  his  Friday  Nite  Crew 

You  did  it  guys!  Congratulations , 
Now ,  here's  to  the  next  adventure! 
The  Stuart-Shor  family;  Mum ,  Dad , 
Katie ,  Hanna ,  and  Tweed 

Natasha 

Congratulations  on  six  years  of 
hard  work  and  dedication.  We  are 
so  very  proud  of  you.  Have  fun  at 
college  and  keep  up  the  good 
work!!  Love, 

Mom,  Dad,  Anthony  &  Alley 

Samantha, 

It’s  time  for  you  to  celebrate!  You  have  worked 
extremely  hard  these  past  twelve  years  to 
accomplish  your  goals.  Now  it’s  time  to  take 
the  next  step.  Columbia  University  is 
fortunate  to  have  you  as  an  incoming  student. 
Keep  reaching  for  the  stars.  We  are  all  so 
proud  of  you!  Love, 

Mom,  Stefanie,  Patty,  Mike  and  Patrick 

Dear  Jimmy  Jing  Sun, 

Congratulation  to  your  graduation.  Now  you 
have  successively  completed  this  stage 
study  and  prepare  your  university  study.  We 
expect  your  bigger  success  in  the  future. 

You  are  smart  and  healthy  boy.  Tomorrow 
must  be  more  bright  to  you. 

Hong  and  Reilin  from  Hangzhou,  China 

jimmy, 

Congratulations!  The  thousand-mile- 
journey  begins  at  the  first  inch.  Your 
world  will  have  no  limit.  We  love  you! 

Mom,  Dad,  justin  and  Grandmothers 

Congratulations  to 
Genevieve  for  all  that 
you  have  accomplished! 
Love,  Linda,  Mickey, 
and  Madeline 

Dear  Jimmy: 

Congratulations  for 
your  first  step  to 
great  success! 

Diane  and  Hong 

Dear  Jimmys 

Congratulations  for  achieving  such 
levels  of  academic  excellence!  What 
makes  us  feel  even  more  proud  of  you  is 
that  you  have  grown  up  so 
well-rounded  with  such  a  wide  range  of 
interests.  The  bright  future  is  in 
your  hands  with  boundless  potentials. 

Lisa  Backman 

Congratulations  on  your  graduation 
from  BLS! 

You  survived.  You  succeeded. 

And  you  did  it  your  way. 

All  our  love, 

Morn,  Dad  &  Dan 

Dear  Jimmy: 

Congratulations  to  you  for  reaching 
your  dream!  We  are  so  happy  to  see  your 
every  growth  and  every  achievement!  You 
are  our  hero  and  you  are  Brandon  and 
Olivia’s  good  model.  We  are  all  so  proud  of 
you  and  wish  you  all  the  best  in  your  bright 
future! 

Love,  Grandma,  Uncle  and  Aunt, 
Brandon  and  Olivia.  San  Diego,  CA 

Go,  Jammy!  If  seems  to  be  an  end  of 
episode  at  High-§chool,  but  it  has 
just  marked  a  new  beginning  for  your 
endless  pursuit  of  further 
accomplishment. 

Love, 

Jacquelyn,  Jennifer,  Ping,  Howard  &  Kon 

Stephen  Scapicchio 

We  are  very  prond  of  you 
Congratulations 

Love,  Mom,  Dad 

Teddy  and  Girl 

CONGRATULATIONS, 
MATTHEW  JOHN  JOHNSON 

ON  GRADUATING 

IN  THE  CLASS  OF  ’03 

From 

MOM,  DAD,  DAVID  AND 

BELLA 

Kristen, 

May  sunshine  and  happiness 
surround  you  when  you’re  far  from 
home... 

in  our  hearts  you’ll  always  stay 
....Forever  Young! 

We  are  so  proud  of  you! 

Love, 

Dad,  Mom,  John,  and  Bobby 

Ms  Kelly  &  Staff 

Thank  you  for  6  great 
years 

The  Scapicchio  Family 

Samantha.  Woof! 

Love  anti  Puppy  Kisses 

Patrick 

Congratulations  Katie  ’03! 
Love,  Mom,  Dad, 

Rebecca  ’92 
Stephanie  ’94 
and  Cecelia  ’96 

CONGRATULATIONS 
NADIA  &  GOOD  LUCK 

AT  B.U.  FROM 

Your  Cousins 

FRANKY  &  NICKY 

Congratulations,  Charbra- 
Adia! ! !  You  make  us  proud. 
Per  aspera  ad  astra! ! ! 

Love, 

Mom,  Dad, 

Virginia-Jeni,  and  Big  Daddy 

Congratulations,  Sam  Higgins, 
Class  of  2003. 

With  love. 

Mom,  Dad,  Molly  and  Joe 
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Congratulations! 

Aislinn  Doherty  ’03 

MPQ  ’64  PGD  ’69 

WGD’72  MQD’01 

Chris  Tompkins  Congratulations! 

We  are  all  very  proud  of  you! 

Love,  Mom,  Dad,  Steve  &  Danny 

Laurie 

You  made  it!  Congratulations! 
We  are  proud  of  you 

We  are  happy  for  you 

Love 

Dad,  Mom  +  Chuck 

To  Janet  “Cookie" 
Congratulations-Great  Job 

Good  Luck  at  BC! 

Remember  we  love  you— 

Your  Proud  Parents  +  Family 

To  all  the  Teachers,  Nurses,  Guidance 
Counselors  and  Administrators  who  have 
challenged,  inspired  and  supported  our  son. 

Glen  throughout  his  six  years  at  BLS: 

Thank  you  so  very  much! 

We  could  not  have  done  it  without  you! 

Marilyn  Morrissey  &  Jim  Ryan 

Best  Wishes 

To  the  class  of  2003 

R.  G.  Higgins 

Congratulations  and  (Best  Wishes  to 
the  Cfass  of  2003! 

-(Mrs.  (Fox ,  Cjimhrone,  (Kenney,  and 
(Maneihis 

Congratulations  Christopher! 

We  are  all  proud  of  you  as  you 
graduate  from  BLS! 

Love,  Ma,  Dad,  Matthew  and 

Casey 

Aislinn, 

“Well  Done  is  better  than 
well  said”-Benjamin  Franklin 
BLS  1714 

Love,  Mom,  Dad  &  Mike 

To  Julia,  Tommy,  Glen 

Congratulations  on  18  years 
together. 

Loue  alLuays,  Jone 

“A  teacher  affects,  eternity;  he  can 
never  tell  where  his  influence  stops.’’ 
-Henry  Brooks  Adams 

We  extend  our  gratitude  to  the  entire 
faculty,  men  and  women,  at  BLS  for 
preparing  our  children  for  the  future 
-The  Manning  family 

Congratulations  Rohini! 

From-  your  Mom,  Dad,  Pooky, 
Bryan,  Alicia,  Auntie  Merle,  Toney 
&  family,  Orville,  Colleen  &  family, 
Auntie  Hannah  &  family, 

Auntie  Vidya  &  family 

Congratulations  Gregory! 

We're  very  proud  of  you. 

Love,  Mom,  Dad,  Zack,  Janine,  Nick, 
Natalie  and  Jacob 

Dear  Glen, 

You  have  worked  hard  and  achieved 
so  much  while  maintaining  your 
integrity  and  positive  sprit. 

We  are  all  so  very  proud  of  you! 

Love,  Mom,  Jim,  Sean  and  Julia 

KEVIN 

Congratulations 
and  Good  Luck  @ 
MIT 

WE  are  here  for 
you! 

-100%  and  Always 
Love  +  Proud  Dad 
&  Mom 

Congratulations  Siobhan 
Love,  Dad,  Mom,  and 
Owain 

Congratulations,  Dave! 
Grrreat! 

Tuck,  Suzanne  & 

Michael 

To  our  MYC  Seniors: 

Caitlin,  Dorice,  Samantha,  Claisse,  Julie, 
Marcus,  Nancy,  Leah,  Jenna,  Natasha, 
Colleen,  Adeyemi  &  Shaquanna.  Thanks 
for  being  awesome.  Best  of  Luck  Next 

Year!  WE’LL  MISS  YOU! 

Love  Marian,  Meghan,  Cristina,  &  Stanley 

Hey  Stephanie!  Congratulations! 

You  did  it! 

Love  you  lots! 

-Mom,  Dad,  and  the  Boys 

Way  to 

Gale!! 

Special  wishes  for  Nana  Liu 

We  love  you  and  are  proud 
of  you. 

Mom  &  Dad 

Hey,  Fruit  loops- 
what  exit? 
Congratulations! 

M,  D,  B,  N 
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Congratulations  Paul!!! 

Love  Mom,  Dad, 
Andrew,  and  Michael 

CONGRATULATIONS 

KASIA!!!  AND  THE  CLASS  OF 

2003 ! ! ! 

FROM  THE  PRENETA  FAMILY 

Congratulations  Jules! 

This  is  just  the  beginning 

Love,  Mom,  Dad,  Henry  and  Andy 

CONGRATULATIONS  ROGER!! 

WE  ARE  SO  VERY  PROUD  OF  YOUR 
ACCOMPLISHMENT! 

SIX  YEARS— YOU  DID  IT!! 

LOVE  FROM  MOM,  DAD  AND  PAT 

Greg, 

1  never  quite  figured  out  how 
you  always  made  time  for  me  with  all 
your  hard  work  and  busy  schedule!  1 
can’t  imagine  anyone  else  who 
deserves  this  moment  more  than  you. 
Congratulations!!  1  love  you! 

Katty 

Congratulations  Dan, 

We  are  very  proud  of  you,  and  wish  you 
much  success  and  happiness  at  St. 

Leo’s. 

Love,  Dad,  Mom,  Bear  and  Nana 

Congratulations  Bonnie! 
We  are  so  proud  of  you. 
Mom,  Dad,  and  Adam 

Congratulations  to  Alice  Dalv 
and  all  of  the  senior 
class!!!!!!!!! 

With  Love  from  her  Family 

Dear  Jimmy  Jing  Sun, 

Congratulation  to  your  graduation.  Now  you 
have  successively  completed  this  stage  study 
and  prepare  your  university  study.  We  expect 
your  bigger  success  in  the  future. 

You  are  smart  and  healthy  boy.  Tomorrow 
must  be  more  bright  to  you. 

Huang  Hong  and  Rui-lin 

Congratz  to  the  2003 

A.P.  Calculus  Students 

Lim  Calc  (t)  =  Graduation 
t— >0 

Mr.  LaCroix  and  the 

Calculus  Beagle 

Congratulations  Dave! 

You  did  it! 

Love  and  pride, 

Mom,  Dad,  Kelly  and  Paul 

Congratulations 

Julie! 

Good  Luck  at 

Tufts 

Love  Dad 

Congratulations  Meg  &  Shan! 
“Hey  I’m  in  Delaware!” 

Harry  McD  4  life! 

Tap  the  rockies...Pace! 

Love,  Mon,  Aud,  &  Lau 

“Congratulation  Shaquanna  Philip 
Class  of  2003.  This  is  another  proud 
moment  in  my  life,  seeing  another 
child  of  mine  graduate  and  with 
honors  no  doubt,  you  go  girl ! ! ! 

Love  mombo  and  family”. 

Congratulations 

Heng  &  Ting!!! 

From:  All  Your 
Friends 

Congratulations  Katie 

We  love  you. 

Mom,  Dad  and  Michael 

Congratulations  Mullin!  We  are 
really  proud  of  you! 

Good  Luck  at  BC  next  year!  We 
Love  You! 

Megan,  Nick,  Caitlin,  Liz,  and 
Brian 

XOXOXOXOXO 

Lizz 

One  Adventure  is  over 

Another  is  about  to  begin. 

Go  For  It!!! 

We're  Proud  of  You  -  Mom 

and  Dad 

Our  dearest  Humera, 
Congratulations!We  love  you 
a  lot!  Goog  Luck  at  BC! 

Love, 

Atm,  Ame,  Wajiha,  Bilal  and 

Jamal 

You  made  it  Yiting! 
Congratulations  on  all 
your  achievements 
through  high  school!  We'll 
miss  you.  Your  cousins 

STEPHEN  DEWEY 
CONGRATULTIONS 
FROM  YOUR 

VERY  PROUD 
FAMILY 

TO  THE  CLASS  OF  2003; 
Congratulations  on  your  Graduation! 

It  seems  like  only  yesterday  when  we 
were  heading  off  to  Toronto  and 
Virginia.  Thanks  for  taking  me  along 
for  the  fun  ride! 

Best  Wishes  for  a  future  filled  with 
health,  happiness  and  success. 

Marilyn  Morrissey 

Glen's  Mom 

To  Miss  Myette: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  all  you  have  done  for 
us  at  Latin.  You  truly  are  the  best!!!  You  are 
one  dedicated  teacher  who  really  cares  about 
students  and  their  happiness. 

Although  we  worked  hard  in  your  class,  you 
made  class  fun  and  enjoyable.  Thanks  for  all 
my  best  and  happiest  class  memories  at  BLS. 
Thanks  for  our  Italy  trip!!!  We  loved  it  and 
we'll  never  forget  it...  Love  Natasha 

We're  proud  of  you, 

Ben! 

Love  Mom,  Dad  and 
Anna 
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2003:  A  CLASS  ACT 

Know  that  you  carry  with  you  our  hopes,  our  dreams,  our  aspirations,  and  our  prayers  for  you  and  for  your  success. 
And  as  you  leave,  take  also  these  words  and  thoughts  for  your  care,  comfort  and  commitment: 

The  true  test  of  civilization  is  not  the  census, 
nor  the  size  of  cities,  nor  the  crops, 
but  the  kind  of  man  that  the  country  turns  out. 

Ralph  Waldo  Emerson 
Class  of  1817 

The  true  grandeur  of  nations  is  in  those  qualities 
which  constitute  the  true  greatness  of  the  indiuidual. 

Charles  Sumner 
Class  of  1826 

No  man  or  woman  of  the  humblest  sort 
can  really  be  strong,  gentle  and  pure  and  good, 
without  the  world  being  better  for  it, 
without  somebody  being  helped  and  comforted 
by  the  very  existence  of  that  goodness. 

Phillips  Brooks 
Class  of  1851 

You  have  to  realize  how,  brick  by  brick,  a  nation  is  built, 
a  school  is  built,  a  city  or  a  society  is  sustained. 


Every  school  that  I  went  to,  from  elementary  school  to  junior  high  school 
to  the  three  colleges  I  attended  to  the  graduate  school  I  went  to, 
was  there  because  over  time  other  people,  whom  I  would  never  meet, 
who  had  died  and  gone,  had  brick  by  brick,  dollar  by  dollar, 
classroom  by  classroom,  book  by  book,  put  that  institution  into  place. 

I  was  the  inheritor  of  a  great  sacrifice  and  contribution  on  the  part  of  people  long 

gone. 


ulevteA&s  itculeevtb'  toclcuf  t eaJLpze/  tluzP  sclvool/,  tlvo  cIuaAxJ^,  tixo  a^uc^c^olO/,  tlvo  tAe/  AfxoeP,  tlvo  yxzxf/,  tlxo  teieoizlorv  Azzooe^/, 

tfuZt/  lOO  luZOC/  COevUAA/  tl^UoCrU^A/  tliO/  eoi^fAfAuEtOrt^Zt/  OOOX/  ttevUA  fc orvi/  tixO/  yKZAt'  -  tluiei/  luyw-  Lit/  tfo  Alx^cfoevi/ Cfou^yf/  t<5  t e&ipZO/  ,  t  luzoe/ 

tor  Lull  tlvo  evegf/  Acluyol/  eft/  tlv&  eveiot/  cIua/ocIv  ox/  Ayuauyoyjue/,  ox/  tb&  eveioO  LLuzxjy/,  ox/  tlxO/  ueyot/  LoL  oev  tlui/  itlveL^/  OX/  tiuo  exOi <7/  tefeoLAtoev 

Luxzlcawt/f 
i$H  27  (Oije/vit/ 


Class  of 2003,  the  noblest  of  them  all,  go  forth  to  serve  and  to  lead.  Come  back  to  help  and  to  build.  And,  in  all  that  you  say 
and  do,  remember  who  you  are.  Make  us  proud. 


Richard  Berry  Fulton,  History  Master 


Page  24 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Arts 

Spotlight 


Vinh  Tran 


By  Callisse  Polina,  I 

Contributing  Writkr 

For  as  long  as  I  have 
known  Vinh  Tran,  he  has  loved 
the  arts  in  one  form  or  another. 
He  sings,  he  draws  and  he  is 
known  for  always  taking  pictures. 
In  fact,  even  on  the  first  day  of 
summer  orientation,  he  brought 
a  camera  and  took  pictures.  If 
you  want  to  remember  what  you 
looked  like  back  in  ninth  grade, 
I’m  sure  that  Vinh  has  a  picture 
of  you.  Last  year  at  the  prom  Vinh 
spent  the  entire  night  taking  pic¬ 
tures,  got  them  developed  at  the 
one-hour  photo  near  his  house, 
scanned  them  and  put  them  on 
a  Web  site,  all  within  two  days  of 
the  prom.  If  you  ever  happen  to 
find  yourself  in  an  emergency 
situation  where  you  need  to  take 
a  picture,  find  Vinh.  It  seems  as 
if  he  always  has  a  disposable 
camera  in  his  bag. 

Vinh  has  been  involved 
with  almost  every  choir  in  the 
school:  Show  Choir,  Gospel 
Choir,  Concert  Choir  and  the 
Wolftones.  It  took  him  a  while  to 
find  out  which  type  of  music  best 
suited  him,  and  he’s  discovered 
himself  with  the  a  capella  style. 
He  has  had  a  lot  of  success  with 
the  Wolftones  and  has  a  solo  in 
one  of  their  selections,  Run¬ 
around  Sue.  If  you  want  to  hear 
Vinh  singing,  look  outside  the 
music  wing.  You  can  easily  find 
him  walking  down  the  hallways 
singing  in  his  usual  falsetto  voice, 
imitating  some  famous  per¬ 
former. 

His  artistic  ability  goes  far 
beyond  his  musical  ability.  Vinh 
loves  to  draw  and  proof  of  that 
can  be  found  in  the  doodles  on 
his  notebooks  or  in  the  comic 
strip  he  once  created.  Vinh  has 
always  been  a  fan  of  comic 
books,  so  he  figured,  “why  not 
turn  BLS  into  a  comic  strip  de¬ 
scribing  the  lives  of  its  students?" 

What  amazes  me  the  most 
about  Vinh  is  that  his  creativity 
spans  across  all  types  of  art.  You 
might  remember  seeing  26  se¬ 
niors  walking  around  school  on 
Halloween  dressed  as  X-Men. 
What  you  probably  didn’t  know 
was  that  Vinh  came  up  with  the 
concept  and  even  made  all  the 
costumes.  We  first  learned  of  his 
tailoring  skills  at  the  sophomore 
semi  when  one  of  his  friends 
ripped  his  pants  and  Vinh  had  to 
quickly  stitch  them  back  together. 

Vinh  will  continue  to  amaze 
people  with  his  outgoing  person¬ 
ality  and  his  varying  artistic  skills. 
He  has  art  coursing  through  his 
veins  and  a  bright  future  ahead 
of  him  in  whatever  artistic  path 
he  chooses. 


A&E 

Music  Night=  Enterpamment? 


a  huge  improvement  from  last  of  it)  gave  a  heartfelt  but  some- 
year’s  midnight  finale,  history  what  feeble  applause  for  the 


By  Christine  Yoo,  V 

Contributing  Writer 


Music  reverberated  off  the 
walls  of  Boston  Latin’s  auditorium 
on  this  year’s  Music  Night,  which 
spread  out  over  two  evenings. 

It  was  another  success.  All 
the  students’  and  teachers’  hard 
work  was  apparent  throughout 
the  performances.  Veterans  of 
Music  Night,  including  the  Big 
Band,  Show  Choir  and  Flute  En¬ 
semble,  proved  their  musical 
abilities  once  more.  The  newer 
groups  like  the  Junior  Jazz  Band, 
the  Percussion  Ensemble  and 
Sixie  Band  made  impressive  first 
impressions,  setting  a  standard 
for  years  to  come.  Naomi  Lomba- 
Gomes,  a  sixie  parent,  raves: 
“l...was  overwhelmed  by  the 
most  incredible  music  and  pro¬ 
fessionalism  of  the  talented  stu¬ 
dents.” 

Though  it  can  be  agreed 
that  this  year’s  Music  Night  was 


seems  to  be  repeating  itself.  On 
Thursday,  May  1,  the  last  per¬ 
formers  walked  off  the  stage 
around  11  p.m.,  only  one  hour 
earlier  than  in  the  previous  year. 
The  audience  (or  what  was  left 


“grand”  finale  of  the  combined 
Concert  Choir  and  Chamber  En- 
semble.  Though  the  perfor¬ 
mance  was  brilliant,  it  was  dis¬ 
appointingly  not  as  well  attended 
as,  say,  one  at  7  a.m. 


Next  year,  Music  Night  will 
have  even  more  improvements. 
According  to  Mr.  Pitts,  “I  am  go¬ 
ing  to  ask  them  to  submit  the 
length  in  minutes  of  their  pro¬ 
grams  next  year.  ‘Less  is  more’  is 
my  motto.”  Hopefully,  everyone 
will  keep  this  motto  in  mind.  Mr. 
Harper  tells  his  students,  ‘The  first 
song  invites  the  audience  in  to  lis¬ 
ten.  The  last  song  is  what  they  will 
remember.”  If  this  is  true,  why 
doesn’t  everyone  perform  two 
songs?  It  would  definitely  shorten 
the  time,  especially  if  one  song 
consists  of  three  movements. 

This  year’s  Spring  Concert 
was  especially  invigorating  due  to 
the  continued  devotion  of  the 
teachers  to  their  work,  despite 
their  procurement  of  excess  no¬ 
tices.  Surely,  everyone  is  grate¬ 
ful  for  the  diligence  of  the  teach¬ 
ers,  parents  and  students  who 
made  this  Music  Night  possible. 
As  Show  Choir  aptly  put  it,  “Oh, 
what  a  night!” 


Prepare  for  your  Piercing 


By  Eleni  Gaveras,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

If  you  hadn’t  already 
noticed,  piercings  have  become 
very  popular.  Since  I  have  sev¬ 
eral  of  them,  I  have  been  plagued 
with  questions  from  others  and 
have  come  to  realize  that  people 
know  very  little  about  their 
piercings.  Therefore,  I  have  taken 
the  liberty  of  composing  a  list  of 
things  you  should  know  about 
piercings  compiled  from  personal 
experience,  research  I  have  done 
and  advice  given  to  me. 

1)  Research  Your  Piercing: 
You  should  know  which  body  part 
you  want  pierced  and  what  it  will 
look  like  afterwards.  Know  the 
likelihood  of  infection:  the  tongue, 
for  example,  is  highly  suscep¬ 
tible.  In  case  you  get  tired  of  your 
piercing,  you  should  know  if  it  will 
leave  a  scar,  what  the  scar  will 
look  like  and  if  it  will  disappear  in 
time.  Some  piercings  require  a 
specific  type  of  jewelry  to  be  used 
first;  the  first  piercing  on  one’s 
nose  should  be  a  ring  as  it  cuts 
down  on  infection  and  is  the  easi¬ 


est  to  clean. 

2)  Find  a  Trustworthy 
Place:  This  is  not  the  time  to  be 
saving  money.  The  best  option 


door.  IDs  should  be  checked 
wherever  you  go;  this  is  one  of 
the  signs  of  a  trustworthy  place. 
Make  sure  the  piercer  is  a  pro¬ 


cleaning  solution.  Make  sure  you 
get  instructions  on  how  to  clean 
and  take  care  of  your  piercing. 
Clean  your  piercing  at  least  twice 
a  day.  First  wash  it  and  then  ap¬ 
ply  the  cleaning  solution;  you 
might  also  want  to  put  on  some 
anti-bacterial  cream  to  prevent  in¬ 
fection.  Do  not  touch  your  pierc¬ 
ing  without  washing  your  hands 
for  at  least  two  weeks  after  get¬ 
ting  it  done.  If  you  do  get  an  in¬ 
fection  either  go  back  to  the  par¬ 
lor  or  take  it  out  immediately.  You 
should  not  experience  severe 
pain  and  if,  after  taking  out  your 
piercing,  it  stays  infected,  go  to 
the  doctor. 

Your  piercing  may  turn 
out  fine  if  you  don’t  follow  my  ad¬ 
vice.  However,  enough  severe 
infections  have  occurred  that  you 
probably  do  not  want  risk  it.  I  want 
to  remind  people  that  unsanitary 
needles  could  lead  to  blood- 
borne  diseases  like  AIDS.  When 
you  get  a  piercing  you  are  taking 
a  risk  and  need  to  be  smart  so 
that  you  do  not  end  up  with  detri¬ 
mental  results. 


is  to  go  somewhere  where  some¬ 
one  you  know  had  a  piercing 
done.  The  piercing  parlor  should 
offer  aftercare  if  needed.  Most 
importantly,  everyone  should  be 
wearing  gloves,  and  the  environ¬ 
ment  should  be  sanitary.  If  you 
do  not  feel  safe,  walk  out  the 


fessional.  No  one  should  stick  a 
needle  into  your  body  without 
knowing  what  he  or  she  is  doing. 
The  risk  of  infection  is  a  lot  higher 
when  you  are  not  in  a  clean  en¬ 
vironment. 

3)  Take  Care  of  Your  Pierc¬ 
ing:  The  parlor  should  provide 


Entrepreneurship  in  the  Arts: 

Starting  your  own  club  at  BLS 


ByJose  Santiago,  II 

Contributing  Writer 

So  you  want  to  start 
your  own  club,  Opera  Fanatics 
Anonymous,  but  you  don’t  know 
what  to  do  first.  That’s  ok,  I  am 
here  to  the  rescue.  If  you  follow 
these  easy  steps  you  will  be  on 
your  way  to  starting  your  very 
own  club. 

First  find  a  faculty  advi¬ 
sor.  You  need  one,  if  not  your 
dreams  will  go  down  the  drain. 

Then  you  will  need  to  fill 
out  forms  (fun!),  one  of  which  is 
the  Hazing  Law. 

Then  you  have  to  come 
up  with  a  catchy  but  not  mislead¬ 
ing  name  for  your  club  that  will 
attract  people  and  yet  be  appro¬ 


priate  for  “the  business  of  edu¬ 
cation.” 

After  that  most  difficult 
task,  you  have  to  find  committed 
members,  which  will  actually 
present  itself  as  a  more  difficult 
task  than  finding  a  name. 

Finally  you  have  to  pick 
a  day  to  hold  your  meetings,  but 
without  hazing. 

This  process  in  not  as 
hard  as  it  sounds.  It  can  actually 
be  done  within  half  an  hour  if 
wanted.  There  have  been  many 
successful  clubs  started  by  stu¬ 
dents  in  the  recent  past,  such  as 
The  Yellow  Submarine  Improv 
Troupe  started  by  Mike  Guerra 
(I).  He  actually  began  the  pro¬ 
cess  in  1 999.  However,  when  his 
drama  teacher  Chloe  left  the 


school,  he  had  to  start  all  over 
again  with  a  different  teacher,  Ms. 
Teasdale.  “Improv  has  actually 
been  gaining  a  lot  of  popularity 
since  I  first  started  it,”  said  Mike. 
“Last  year,  I  would  say,  we 
reached  our  peak  with  about  fifty 
members  and  about  twenty 
through  thirty  members  for  each 
show.”  The  same  could  also  be 
said  for  the  club  I  revived  with 
Natasha  Ramanayake  (II)  during 
2000:  the  Chamber  Orchestra. 
Nancy  Schaffer,  a  Latin  School 
alumna,  had  actually  founded  the 
club  in  1 997.  After  our  first  meet¬ 
ing,  we  gained  popularity  among 
musicians  in  the  music  depart¬ 
ment  who  wanted  to  pick  their 
own  music  and  just  have  a  good 
time  in  general.  We  have  even 


been  asked  to  play  at  Prize  Night, 
which  is  a  big  honor.  It  only  took 
us  one  afternoon  to  form  what 
has  blossomed  into  a  well-estab¬ 
lished  ensemble. 

These  are  just  two  suc¬ 
cess  stories,  but  there  have  been 
other  clubs  created  in  the  Arts 
department  that  are  still  in  exist¬ 
ence  today  -  for  example,  the 
Peer  Players,  Ms.  Teasedale’s 
brainchild.  The  group  is  made  of 
Boston  Latin  School’s  most  tal¬ 
ented  Shakespearean  actors.  As 
Mike  told  me  “Don’t  let  anything 
get  in  your  way,  not  even  budget 
cuts,  when  you  want  to  start 
something  that  you  are  really 
passionate  about.  If  you  really 
want  to  start  something,  go  for 
it." 
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A  Confluence  of  Careers  Sidebar 


Bv  Erin  Durkin,  II 

Editorial  Writer 

They  tell  us  to  follow  our 
hearts.  Parents,  teachers  and 
guidance  counselors  assure  stu¬ 
dents  that  they  can  be  whatever 
they  want  to  be,  that  they  can  do 
whatever  they  set  their  minds  to. 
Yet  when  following  this  advice 
leads  students  to  decide  that 
they  want  to  seriously  pursue  the 
arts,  as  a  college  major  or  as  a 
career,  responses  are  often  less 
favorable  than  all  this  inspira¬ 
tional  language  would  suggest. 
Parents  and  teachers  express 
concerns  that  are  often  shared 
by  the  students  themselves: 
“making  it”  in  the  world  of  music, 
visual  art  or  theater  is  extremely 
difficult,  and  financial  security  is 
far  from  assured.  Young  people 
are  often  pressured  to  abandon 
the  arts  for  something  more 
practical  or  at  least  to  make  sure 
they  have  a  back-up  in  case  their 
dreams  of  success  as  artists  or 
performers  are  never  realized. 

Students  at  BLS  who  are  se¬ 
riously  interested  in  the  arts  re¬ 
act  in  various  ways  to  the  con¬ 
flict  between  their  desire  to  pur¬ 
sue  their  passion  and  following 
a  more  secure  career  path. 
Some  resign  themselves  to  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  arts  only  as  a 
hobby;  others  continue  to  strive 
for  a  career  as  an  artist  or  per¬ 
former;  still  others  plan  to  work 
behind  the  scenes  in  a  more  re¬ 
liable  area  of  the  music,  art  or 
theater  industry.  Joe  Graham- 
Felsen  (I)  has  had  a  passion  for 
the  visual  arts  since  his  youth, 
but  he  wavered  on  whether  to 
make  art  his  focus  in  college  and 
afterwards.  “[At]  the  last  minute,” 
he  said,  “I  decided  that  I  was 
committed  enough  to  the  arts 
that  I  would  prosper  from  an  edu¬ 
cation  [at  an  art  school].  Art 
school  provides  an  amazing  op¬ 
portunity  to  someone  who  is 
completely  dedicated  to  the  arts 
and  will  embrace  the  creative  en¬ 
vironment  and  rigor  of  learning.” 
Graham-Felsen  will  attend  the 
Rhode  Island  School  of  Design 
in  the  fall,  where  he  hopes  to 
explore  many  options  in  the  vi¬ 
sual  arts  and  decide  what  spe¬ 
cific  field  he  will  enter  as  a  ca¬ 
reer.  Lissa  Wilson-Aguilar  (I)  has 
also  decided  on  visual  arts  as  a 
college  major  and  prospective 


By  Nafkote  Tamirat,  II, 
Lily  Mooney,  II,  and 
Ariane  Williams,  II 

Assist.  A&E  Editors  and  Staff  Writer 


As  non-graduating  BLS  students, 
we,  the  resident  angsty  artists, 
have  some  comments  to  make 
about  the  seniors.  We  choose  to 
couch  them  in  that  most  elegant 
and  meaningful  form  of  poetry: 
HAIKU. 


career.  At  NYU,  she  will  major 
in  studio  art  and  minor  in  Latin 
American  Studies,  since  she 
would  like  to  find  a  way  to  incor¬ 
porate  her  Latin  background  into 
her  artwork.  Through  artwork, 
Aguilar  said,  “I’d  like  to  get  to  the 
point  where  I  have  an  effect  on 
people’s  opinions  and  an  effect 
on  society.” 

When  asked  about  their 
plans  for  the  future,  many  stu¬ 
dents  point  out  that  being  seri¬ 
ously  involved  in  the  arts  does 


not  necessarily  translate  to  a  ca¬ 
reer  as  a  performer  or  artist. 
Many  have  interests  in  diverse 
areas  and  plan  to  fuse  these  in¬ 
terests  with  their  passion  for  the 
arts  in  shaping  their  futures.  Rob 
Winikates  (II),  a  saxophonist  ac¬ 
tive  in  the  Concert,  Football,  and 
Jazz  Bands  at  BLS,  has  consid¬ 
ered  pursuing  music  in  college 
and  beyond;  yet  he  has  often 
been  pressured  to  do  something 
more  “sensible.”  “People  have 
mentioned  that  music  is  very 
economically  unstable,”  he  said, 
“[and  have]  asked  if  I  had  really 
thought  it  through.”  Now, 
Winikates  plans  to  combine  two 
distinct  interests  by  double  ma¬ 
joring  in  Music  and  Computer 
Science,  hoping,  he  said,  “to  cre¬ 
ate  a  music  technology  hybrid 


a  senior  hugs  me 

and  says  that  he  will  miss  me. 

i  do  not  know  him. 

if  one  more  person 

comes  sobbing  to  embrace  me 

i’ll  go  for  their  neck. 

someone  said  they’d  write: 
they  could  not  bear  to  lose  touch, 
gave  a  fake  address. 

a  crying  girl  comes. 

she  promises  to  stay  friends. 

i  guess  she  can  try. 

they  quickly  forget 

in  their  tearful  “last  farewells” 

senior  sign-out  day. 


style  major.” 

Faith  Imafidon  (I),  very  ac¬ 
tive  in  theater,  also  faced  the 
problem  of  synthesizing  her  di¬ 
verse  interests  while  confronting 
pressure  from  various  sources. 
She  has  considered  theater  as  a 
career,  but,  she  says,  “My  father 
gets  so  [angry]  if  I  even  mention 
things  like  that.”  She  has  been 
told  not  to  waste  her  time  with 
theater,  to  view  it  as  a  hobby.  But 
having  proven  her  commitment 
to  theater,  she  reports  that  her  fa¬ 


By  Erin  Durkin,  II 

Editorial  Writer 

Will  Keary  isn’t  going  to 

college.  In  a  school  where  ninety- 

eight  percent  of  the  senior  class 

goes  on  immediately  to  an 

institution  of  higher  learning, 

where  teachers  spend  four  or 

even  six  years  instructing 

students  to  take  the  courses  that 

will  help  them  get  into  college  and 

thrive  once  they’re  there,  that  fact 

alone  is  enough  to  make  him 

unique.  Yet 

his  unusual 

educational 

choice  is  not 

the  only  thing 

that  sets  Will 

apart;  he  has 

long  been 

known  for  his 

exceptional 

talent  as  an 

actor. 

Will  has 

been  active 

in  theater 

inside  and 

outside  of 

school,  most 

recently 

appearing  at 

BLS  in  the 

Drama  Club’s 

guild 

production 

The  Dining 

Room. 

$  Fellow 
< 

*  Drama  Club 
«  member 
Bryan 
Newbold  (II),  who  worked  with 
Will  on  this  project,  describes  him 
as  “a  wonderfully  crazy  man  and 
a  fine  actor  to  boot.”  When  it 
came  time  to  make  plans  for  after 
graduation,  Will  was  forced  to 
answer  a  question  faced  by  many 
students  with  a  passion  for  the 
stage  and  other  art  forms:  should 
he  devote  all  his  energy  to  his 
ultimate  goal  of  acting 
professionally  or  should  he  follow 
the  more  traditional  path  of  a 
college  education  and  perhaps 
someday  obtain  a  job  somehow 
related  to  the  theater?  While  his 
dilemma  was  familiar,  Will’s 
decision  to  go  directly  into 
professional  acting  was  not. 
Indeed,  he  may  be  the  only 
member  of  the  senior  class  to 
buck  teachers’,  guidance 
counselors’  and  administrators’ 
single-minded  devotion  to 
ushering  students  out  the  doors 
of  BLS  and  into  the  halls  of 
academia.  Going  to  college,  he 
says,  just  wouldn’t  make  sense 
for  him  right  now — it  would  cost 
more  money  than  he  is  currently 
willing  to  spend  and  he  doesn’t 
feel  that  he  would  be  investing 
his  resources  in  the  most  efficient 
way.  Will  has  made  plans  for  the 
future — he  has  a  job  lined  up  with 
the  Company  Theater  and  has 
saved  up  a  substantial  amount  of 
money  earned  over  the  years. 
While  he  plans  to  spend  the  next 
few  years  pursuing  his  dream  of 
acting  professionally  and  intends 
to  make  a  lifelong  career  in  this 
field,  Will  does  anticipate 
attending  college  at  some  point. 
“The  way  the  world  is  today,”  he 
says,  “[unless]  something 
awesome  happens  and  you  get 
discovered  [right  away,]  you  need 
an  education.” 


Poetry  Corner 


ther  “has  relaxed  his  stance  a 
little  bit,”  realizing  that  she  will 
take  advantage  of  any  perfor¬ 
mance  opportunities  that  come 
her  way.  She  will  attend  Harvard 
in  the  fall,  and  she  is  undecided 
about  her  major  because  “there 
are  a  lot  of  things  I’m  interested 
in.  I  was  thinking  broadcasting  or 
journalism  or  medicine  or  being 
a  Broadway  star.” 

Students  involved  in  the  arts 
at  BLS  are  indundated  from  vari¬ 
ous  sources — from  their  parents, 
their  teachers,  their  artistic  men¬ 
tors  and,  of  course,  from  them¬ 
selves.  When  it  comes  to  recon¬ 
ciling  these  pressures  and  to  pur¬ 
suing  their  passions  while  still 
looking  out  for  their  financial  and 
professional  security,  each  has 
had  to  come  up  with  a  unique  so¬ 
lution. 


bitter  rivalry 

forgotten  in  loving  hugs 
thinking,  “die,  loser.” 

i  don’t  hate  them  but 
it’s  easier  to  miss  them 
when  they  are  gone. 

off  to  college,  to 

sing,  paint,  dance,  act,  with 
passion 

good  luck  finding  jobs. 

a  senior’s  wallet 

left  in  an  unlocked  locker 

i  made  twenty  bucks. 

six  years  spent  striving, 
slaving  -  it  finally  ends 
have  fun  with  your  shrink 


Arts 

Spotlight 


Faith  Imafidon 


By  Niki  Petridis,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Who’s  that  girl?  Where  does 
she  come  from  you  ask?  She 
was  born  on  the  stage  at  BLS  and 
has  a  creative  flair  and  illustrious 
career  in  the  arts.  We  have  seen 
Faith  Imafidon  grace  the  stages 
at  Public  Declamation  and  in 
plays  throughout  her  years  at 
Boston  Latin  School  and  now 
wish  her  the  best  on  the  stages 
at  Harvard,  which  she  will  be 
attending  in  the  fall.  Since  Faith 
has  pursued  a  challenging 
curriculum  with  great  success  at 
BLS,  one  could  hardly  expect 
less  from  her.  Not  only  is  Faith  a 
wonderful  student,  but  it’s  what 
she  does  after  school  that  truly 
makes  her  a  star. 

In  ninth  grade  she  acted  in  her 
first  play,  Adaptation,  earning  her 
a  place  as  one  of  the  school’s 
promising  young  actresses,  and 
she  followed  her  career  as  the 
psychiatrist  Francine  in  Private 
Eyes  in  tenth  grade.  Faith  has 
been  performing  in  Public 
Declamation  for  the  past  three 
years  and  recently  won  first  place 
in  this  year’s  Prize  Declamation. 
Due  to  her  work  on  the  speech 
team,  she  won  first  place  in  the 
Yale  Speech  Tournament,  a  very 
challenging  competition  made  up 
of  students  from  every  state. 
Faith  has  conquered  the 
courtroom  for  three  years  in  Mock 
Trial.  She  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Peer  Players,  the 
Shakespearean  company,  for  the 
past  three  years  and  played  the 
pivotal  role  of  Puck  in  A 
Midsummer  Night’s  Dream. 
During  the  summers  of  her 
sophomore  and  junior  year,  Faith 
took  part  in  various  theater 
groups  where  she  explored  her 
love  for  the  stage.  Faith  also 
worked  as  a  Suskind  Young  At 
Arts  Teen  Ambassador  at  the 
Wang  Center  during  her  junior 
year,  further  enhancing  her 
knowledge  of  the  stage  and 
theater  productions. 

Faith’s  abilities  in  the  arts, 
however,  do  not  end  there.  As  an 
art  student.  Faith  has  created  and 
continues  to  produce  astounding 
canvases  that  beautify  the  walls 
of  the  school.  Her  senior  year, 
Faith  graced  us  with  her  voice 
and  dance  as  a  member  of  Show 
Choir.  One  would  think  all  these 
accomplishments  would  go  to  her 
head,  but  Faith  has  remained 
humble  through  it  all.  With  her 
wonderful  sense  of  humor  and 
that  great  white  smile,  she  walk: 
proudly  down  the  halls  of  BLS. 
Watch  to  see  her  name  in  lights. 
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Filmmakers  Flourish  at  BLS 


By  Jenny  Chan,  I 

Head  Copy  Editor 


Although  many  advances 
have  been  made  in  the  arts  at 
BLS,  some  art  forms  still  receive 
little  attention  -  such  as 
filmmaking.  With  the  so-called  TV 
studio  in  the  basement  used  only 
for  reading  the  bulletin,  it’s  easy 
to  assume  that  there  are  no 
future  Steven  Spielbergs  running 
through  BLS. 

However,  quite  the 
opposite  is  true.  The  Film  Club, 
headed  by  Dean  Colpack  (I)  and 
Adam  Cohen-Leadhom  (I),  has 
made  many  films  already.  Last 
February  vacation,  it  made  a  film 
entitled  Bed,  Bath,  and  Beyond, 
which  starred  Stephen  Dewey  (I). 
Dean  filmed  the  production, 
Adam  wrote  the  script  and  Ross 
Howard  (I)  was  the  sound  guy. 
The  whole  editing  process  was 
done  at  Adam’s  house.  Currently, 
the  Film  Club  is  experimenting 
with  many  film  ideas. 

According  to  Colpack,  the 
film  making  process  is  quite 
intricate.  Once  the  concept  of  film 
is  decided  upon,  a  story  is 


formulated,  the  script  is  written 
and  a  storyboard  is  drawn  out. 
The  actual  filming  begins  when 
all  the  writing  has  been 
completed  -  any  problems  with 
equipment  and  the  storyline  are 
usually  worked  out  at  this  point. 
“We  use  digital  cassette  film 
which  we  put  on  a  computer  and 
edit  from  there,”  Colpack  said. 
Once  the  filming  and  editing  is 
done,  opening  night  occurs  and 
the  hard  work  of  making  the  film 
pays  off. 

Complications  often  occur 
during  the  process.  In  many 
instances,  financial  limits  restrict 
which  tools  can  be  used  in  the 
filming  process.  “In  our  case,  we 
understand  our  monetary 
restrictions  so  we  hardly  ever 
create  a  film  which  requires  lots 
of  money  -  over  $30,"  Dean  said. 
Because  of  his  budget 
restrictions,  Dean  has  to  use 
Apple  iMovie,  though  he  would 
rather  use  Apple’s  Final  Cut  Pro. 
Yet  the  biggest  compromises 
made  during  filming,  according  to 
Dean,  are  among  the  people 
making  the  film.  “Everyone  has 
a  different  image  of  what  should 


happen  and  what  they  would  like 
to  do,  and  it  gets  very  difficult  to 
create  something  whole,”  said 
Dean. 

Members  of  the  Film  Club 
are  not  the  only  filmmakers  at 
BLS.  Ari  Barr  (II),  Marie  Delosh 
(II)  and  Amanda  Shapiro  (II)  are 


in  the  process  of  making  a  film. 
This  trio  of  juniors  are  all 
presidents  of  the  Film 
Appreciation  Society,  a  BLS  club 
in  which  members  watch  various 
genres  of  films  and  critique  them. 
“One  reason  why  we  are  making 
a  film  is  because  we  want  more 


ways  to  get  the  Film  Club  to 
explore  it,”  Ari  said.  The 
screenplay  they  are  currently 
writing  is  a  Casablanca- style  film 
noir  parody.  They  will  begin 
working  on  the  film  during  the 
summer  and  hope  to  finish  it  by 
next  fall. 

There  is  also  a  group  of 
younger  students  at  BLS  who  are 
filmmakers.  Thanks  to  the 
purchase  of  a  digital  camera  and 
a  Pinnacle  studio,  Christine  K. 
Yoo  (V)  and  her  friend  Sophia 
Mooney  (V)  have  become 
involved  in  the  art  of  making  films. 
When  Christine  and  Sophia  first 
started  filming,  they  began  with 
silly,  plotless  movies,  but  after 
seeing  the  videos  put  together  by 
Sophia’s  cousins,  they  were 
inspired  to  create  better  works. 
According  to  Chrstine,  “When 
making  movies,  we  usually  have 
pretty  random  story  plots  and 
sometimes  we  make  movies  just 
for  the  sake  of  using  special 
effects.”  After  mentioning  that 
they  often  look  for  movies  to 
make  spoofs  of,  Christine 
remembers  that  they  started  to 
become  more  serious  in  making 


The  Flute  Player:  Art  in  Death 


By  Nafkote  Tamirat,  II 

Assistant  A&E  Editor 

The  class  stares  in 
anticipation  as  elongated  words 
appear  on  the  screen,  and  lilting 
music  resonates  through  the 
room.  A  tingle  of  electricity  fills 
the  air,  brought  on  by  the 
question  we’re  all  pondering: 
how  heart-wrenching  is  this  film 
going  to  be?  We’re  all  taken 
aback  when  a  smiling  man 
appears,  talking  in  rapid-fire 
English  about  his  music 
students  and  his  life’s  mission. 
This  is  the  introduction  to  the 
powerful  film  that  is  The  Flute 
Player. 

The  dread  my  Facing 
History  class  feels  is  brought  on 
by  Ms.  Freeman’s 
announcement  that  we  will  be 
watching  a  film  about  a  genocide 
survivor.  Such  movies  tend  to  be 
depressing  as  they  rehash 
gruesome  details  and  express 
pessimism  about  the  future.  One 
leaves  them  believing  that 
humanity  is  doomed  to  fail.  The 
Flute  Player,  which  differs  from 
this  tried-and-true  formula  by 
focusing  on  the  future,  details  the 
life  of  Arn  Chorn-Pond,  a  survivor 
from  the  Khmer  Rouge’s 
oppression  of  Cambodia.  As  a 
child,  he  survived  by  playing 
propaganda  songs  on  the  flute  for 
his  captors;  worse,  he  was  forced 


to  torture  and  kill  his  fellow 
Cambodians.  Instead  of 
spotlighting  these  horrors,  the 
movie  shows  how  Arn  has 


become  an  active  advocate  for 
Cambodian  rights.  He  speaks 
about  his  experiences  and 
teaches  Cambodian-American 
children  in  Lowell, 
Massachusetts,  the  largest 
settlement  of  Cambodians  in  the 
United  States,  to  play  traditional 
Cambodian  instruments.  Arn 
explains  how  this  helps 
Cambodian-Americans 
reconnect  with  their  heritage. 
Later  Arn  returns  to  Cambodia  for 
the  first  time  since  his  escape, 
where  he  speaks  with  master 
musicians  who  teach  him 
Cambodian  songs. 

During  the  Vietnam  War, 


Americans  steadily  bombed 
Cambodia  to  prevent  Vietcong 
troops  from  tunneling  through  the 
country.  In  total,  more  bombs 
were  dropped  on  Cambodia 
than  on  Japan  in  World  War  II. 
Cambodia  remained  under  the 
shaky  leadership  of  Prince 
Sihanouk,  who  spent  more  and 
more  time  vacationing  in 
Communist  China  while 
•„  resistance  to  his  government’s 
corruption  grew  in  the  country. 
Sihanouk  was  overthrown  in  a 
military  coup  led  by  one  of  his 
generals,  Lon  Nol.  This  new 
government  was  .instantly 
recognized  by  the  United 
States,  which  Nol  allowed  to 
invade  certain  parts  of 
Cambodia  to  search  for 
Communist  sanctuaries.  Nol’s 
incompetence  both  as  a  military 
leader  and  a  chief-of-state  led  to 
his  overthrow  by  the  Khmer 
Rouge,  a  guerilla  organization  of 
purists  backed  by  the  United 
States.  At  first  the  Cambodian 
people  welcomed  the  conquering 
troops,  but  not  for  long.  The  new 
government  annihilated  all 
“impure”  Cambodians,  and 
converted  the  country  into  a 
concentration  camp.  In  Pol  Pot’s 
five-year  reign,  more  than  1.7 
million  people  were  murdered. 

This  genocide  has 
largely  been  ignored  but  through 
art,  such  historical  events  are 


brought  to  this  generation’s 
attention.  Film  has  been 
especially  effective  in  this  regard; 
movies  provide  a  forum  in  which 
to  present  ideas  and  social 
issues.  In  The  Flute  Player,  the 
audience  is  confronted  with  the 
reality  of  the  Cambodian 
genocide  while  simultaneously 
questioning  the  cliche  “never 
again.” 

However,  books  like 
Samantha  Power’s  A  Problem 
from  Hell  have  also  been 
instrumental  in  spreading 
knowledge  about  little-known 
facets  of  history,  such  as  the 
Armenian  genocide,  which  the 
Turkish  government  still  denies. 
The  American  government 
allowed  the  genocide  to  occur, 
and  still  makes  no  effort  to 
compel  the  Turkish  government 
to  accept  responsibility.  Most 
Americans  don’t  even  know 
where  Armenia  is.  The  same 
goes  for  Rwanda,  also  explicated 
in  Power’s  book;  in  1994,  a 
genocide  there  pitted  the  Hutu 
and  the  Tutsi,  native  Rwandan 
peoples,  against  each  other. 
Again,  the  United  States  refused 
to  stand  in  the  way  of  mass 
murder,  and  cited  such  violence 
as  a  given  in  Africa.  Rwanda  has 
dropped  back  into  obscurity  in  the 
public  eye. 

Forty-five  Facing  History 
students  went  with  Ms.  Freeman 


films  because  of  a  French 
project. 

Christine  and  Sophia  have 
already  made  many  different 
types  of  films.  Among  their  films 
include  a  karate  film,  a  silent 
movie,  a  magic/action  film,  a  hor¬ 
ror  film  and  a  romantic  comedy 
spoof.  They  are  planning  to  con¬ 
tinue  making  movies  in  the  future. 
Because  Christine  is  moving  to 
Chicago  next  year,  Christine  says 
they  are  making  a  friendship 
movie,  which  spoofs  a  bit  off 
Friends  but  mainly  is  concen¬ 
trated  on  interview  questions  and 
word  associations.  Also  in  the 
works  for  these  young  filmmak¬ 
ers  are  a  film  for  French  class  and 
a  Trading  Spaces  spoof.  The 
question  on  all  our  minds:  what 
will  the  dynamic  duo  think  of 
next? 

There  is  clearly  a  thriving 
film-making  community  at  BLS. 
Perhaps  our  school  should  pro¬ 
vide  a  venue  for  these  aspiring 
film-makers  to  display  their  ef¬ 
forts,  and  open  up  opportunities 
for  a  larger  part  of  the  student 
body  to  participate. 


to  Eastern  Europe  over  April 
vacation.  There  they 
encountered  many  examples  of 
art  used  as  social  statements: 
anti-Americanism,  anti-war 
sentiments,  etc,  were  all  given 
voice  through  various  art  forms. 
Even  in  concentration  camps,  art 
was  not  lost.  On  the  walls  of  the 
women’s  barracks  at  the  death 
camp  Birkenau,  many  women 
drew  pictures,  which  are  still 
preserved.  In  Terezin,  a  labor 
camp,  prisoners  put  on  plays, 
composed  songs,  and  organized 
a  choir.  At  one  camp,  the 
prisoners  even  built  a  small 
synagogue,  against  the  express 
orders  of  the  Nazis,  which 
remains  to  this  day. 

Art  is  often  thrown  away 
as  an  unimportant  facet  of  our 
society,  and  is  the  first  thing  to 
be  taken  away  from  educational 
facilities  in  times  of  economic 
trouble.  It  is,  however,  vital  to  the 
growth  of  humanity,  a  release  for 
feelings  and  ideas,  and  a 
universal  method  of 
communication.  During  and  after 
genocides,  art  captures  the 
haunting  emotions  that  run 
throughout,  and  helps  future 
generations  learn  about  their 
history.  After  all,  as  Santayana 
wrote,  if  we  do  not  learn  about 
our  history,  we  are  doomed  to 
repeat  it. 


Congratulations  John  Nucci  (‘03)! ! 

FROM 

MOM  &  DAD 

Peggy  and  John  Nucci  (‘70) 


Hey  Kim,  Lai  and  My  Trinh, 

WOOHOO!  YOU  MADE  IT  GIRLS.. WHAT  AN 
AWESOME  JOB  YOU  GUYS  HAVE  DONE... YOU’VE 
DEFINITELY  MADE  US  HERE  SO  PROUD.  FlAVE  A 
BLAST  IN  COLLGE  AND  WISH  YOU  THE  BEST  OF 

luck!! 

LOVE, 

YOUR  LITTLE  SISTERS  HANG,  SARAH,  SlM-CA 


June  2003 
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Matrix  Matures  in  Reloaded 


By  Andrew  Freeman,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


During  one  of  many 
frenetic  action  scenes  in  The 
Matrix  Reloaded,  several  guards 
empty  their  weapons  at  the 
protagonist  Neo  (Keanu 
Reeves):  he  freezes  the 
oncoming  bullets  in  mid  air.  What 
was  climactic  in  the  first  film  ( The 
Matrix)  is  in  the  second  familiar, 
illustrating  the  franchise’s 
evolution,  and  the  audience’s 
acclimation  to  stunning  visuals 
and  battles.  Reloaded  upgrades 
its  predecessor,  in  the  sequel 
sense  of  bigger,  in  deepening 
conflicts,  and  in  coloring  its 
environment. 

The  Matrix  was  vivid  in 
its  hostility:  machines  have 


enslaved  humanity  as  a  power 
source,  and  the  “programmed 
reality”  of  the  Matrix  prevents  this 
realization.  By  imputing  electrical 
impulses  into  the  human  brain, 
an  immense  “dream  world”  is 
created  in  contrast  to  the  actual 
one:  desolate  and  machine- 
dominated.  Independent 
humans  from  the  subterranean 
haven  of  Zion  hack  into  the  Matrix 
to  liberate  the  enslaved,  and  the 
resistance  leader  Morpheus 
(Lawrence  Fishburne)  seeks  to 
free  “the  One,”  a  person  with  the 
power  to  shut  down  the  Matrix 
and  defeat  the  Agents,  its 
guardians.  This  figure  is  the 
hacker  Thomas  A.  Anderson, 
Neo,  a  computer  programmer 
characterized  by  a  “problem  with 
authority”.  With  the  assistance 
of  the  alluring  Trinity  (Carrie  Ann- 


Moss)  Neo  is  freed,  introduced 
to  the  workings  of  the  Matrix,  and 
realizes  his  destiny.  Along  the 
way,  he  dodges  bullets,  destroys 
buildings,  eliminates  the  powerful 
Agent  Smith  (Hugo  Weaving), 
and  awakens  Trinity’s  love. 

The  second  film  opens 
six  months  afterwards:  the 
machines,  in  a  final  offensive,  are 
boring  through  the  Earth’s  crust 
to  destroy  Zion,  arriving  in  mere 
hours,  unless  Neo  can  eliminate 
the  Matrix  mainframe.  For 
guidance,  he  and  Morpheus 
consult  the  enigmatic  Oracle,  a 
program  of  dubious  loyalties. 
The  information  she  offers  leads 
to  the  powerful  Merovingian,  in 
possession  of  the  Key  Maker, 
who  opens  the  door  to  the 
mainframe,  and  humanity’s 
salvation. 


These  films  differ 
markedly:  one  is  straightforward, 
with  ‘good’  hackers  and  ‘bad’ 
Agents:  the  other  presents  a 
varied  world  of  interdependent 
programs.  Zion  is  a  unique 
setting:  the  last  human  society,  it 
is  nonetheless  powered  by 
machines.  Reloaded  develops 
the  romance  between  Neo  and 
Trinity.  Surprising  humor  is 
introduced,  particularly  through 


the  French-loving  dilettante 
Merovingian  (Lambert  Wilson), 
who  delightfully  derides  the 
austere  humans.  The  action 
scenes  are  grander,  though  the 
first  film’s  musical 
accompaniment  was  superior. 
The  performances  retain  quality, 
though  Fishburne,  always 
restrained,  is  forced  to  project  in 
an  awkward  scene,  and  Carrie 
Ann-Moss  is  deprived  of 
substantial  dialogue.  I  was 
pleased  to  see  a  continued  role 
for  Hugo  Weaving,  who, 
revitalized  and  able  to  copy 
himself,  continues  to 
entertainingly  menace  Neo.  The 
Matrix  Reloaded  is  an  enjoyable 
film,  expanding  upon  the  original, 
and  setting  the  scene  for  a 
spectacularly  satisfying  finale. 


From  Gilded  Tomes  to  the  Silver  Screen 


By  Lisa  Jing,  IV 

Contributing  Writer 

For  centuries,  books  have 
been  the  preservers  of  thought, 
timeless  vehicles  that  have 
wheeled  the  fruits  of  the  human 
mind  from  one  decade  to  an¬ 
other.  Today,  however,  Holly¬ 
wood  seems  insistent  on  pro¬ 
jecting  novels  onto  the  big 
screen  -  a  process  has  proved 
controversial. 

A  distinguishing  charac¬ 
teristic  of  fiction  is  that  the  au¬ 
thor  can  create  an  entire  world 
through  his  words,  describing 
the  scenery  and  characters  in 
such  a  way  that  distinct  images 
form  in  the  reader’s  mind.  Avid 


By  Olivia  Paquette,  IV 

Contributing  Writer 

My  dad  smiled  as  we  left 
the  Coolidge  Corner  Theater. 
“That  was  a  great  movie!”  he 
said.  I  agreed,  but  I  was  surprised 
to  hear  it  from  my  dad.  Although 
he  watches  a  lot  of  movies  with 
his  two  daughters,  only  rarely 
does  one  capture  his  interest  and 
impress  him.  Bend  It  Like 
Beckham  has  now  joined  the 
select  few. 

The  story  seemed 
simple.  A  British  teenager  wants 
to  play  soccer,  but  her  traditional 
Indian  family  stands  in  her  way. 
It  is  an  example  of  the  classic 


fans  of  popular  novels  such  as 
the  Harry  Potter  series  may  fear 
that  movie  producers  will  dis¬ 
tort  their  fragile  images  and  in¬ 
terpretations.  However, 
Daniella  Colb  (IV)  begs  to  dif¬ 
fer,  claiming  that  “the  Harry 
Potter  films  were  well-done.  A 
fan  might  not  like  the  movie  as 
much,  though.” 

Nevertheless,  Hollywood 
can  help  popularize  obscure 
books.  Take  Michael 
Cunningham’s  novel,  The 
Hours,  for  example.  In  the  so¬ 
ciety  of  book  fiends  and  literary 
scholars  it  has  always  been 
held  in  high  esteem,  but  it  has 
not  satisfied  the  taste  of  the 
general  public.  Members  of  the 


school  community  attest  to  the 
film’s  excellence.  “It  should’ve 
won  Best  Picture  instead  of 
Chicago\"  exclaims  Kelly  Raila 
(IV).  Still,  she  admits  that  she 
has  never  read  the  book  can¬ 
not  appraise  the  value  of  the 
movie  relative  to  the  novel. 

We  often  find  ourselves  in 
a  similar  predicament. 

I  enjoyed  the  Lord  of  the 
Rings  films  very  much,  but  I 
never  got  past  the  first  chapter 
of  The  Fellowship  of  the  Ring. 
After  viewing  the  second  film, 
however,  I  was  able  to  fly  right 
through  The  Two  Towers.  I 
wonder  if  my  interest  was 
piqued  by  what  the  book  had 
to  offer  or  because  the  fact  that 


I  had  already  seen  it  on  screen 
added  a  visual  element  to  my 
reading. 

Movie  adaptations  can 
give  poorly-represented  litera¬ 
ture  a  place  in  the  limelight,  but 
may  also  detract  from  the 
author’s  original  intent.  To  make 
up  for  the  latter,  some  people 
try  to  read  a  book  before  view¬ 
ing  its  Hollywood  counterpart, 
watching  the  film  from  a 
reader’s  perspective  rather 
than  that  of  a  moviegoer. 

Anneke  Schwob  (IV)  ex¬ 
plains:  “A  lot  of  what  a  book 
captures  is  lost  in  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  a  film.  It  is  hard  to  judge 
them  on  the  same  level.” 

Hollywood  will  never  stop 


Beckham  Blows  Us  Away 


theme  of  conflict  between  ethnic 
tradition  and  a  young  person’s 
desire  to  adopt  new  ways.  This 
idea  has  been  visited  countless 
times  in  books  and  movies  - 
moderately  interesting,  but  not 
too  exciting. 

The  first  thing  that  really 
drew  me  into  the  movie  was  the 
main  character,  Jess.  I  hadn’t 
expected  a  particularly 
interesting  heroine,  but  Jess 
quickly  captivated  me  as  a 
shockingly  authentic  teen  who 
dreams  of  playing  pro  soccer  like 
her  idol,  British  “football”  star 
David  Beckham.  When  Jess  joins 
a  women’s  soccer  team,  her 
family  decides  it  is  time  for  their 


daughter  to  give  up  the  sport  and 
start  searching  for  a  potential 
husband  among  their  young 
Indian  male  acquaintances. 

The  basic  story  line  that 
follows  may  be  predictable,  but 
it  is  presented  with  colorful 
details,  complex  characters, 
unexpected  humor,  and  a  great 
soundtrack.  Every  character  is 
explored  in  depth  and  develops 
throughout  the  story;  no  thread 
is  left  hanging  at  the  end.  I  know 
that  in  real  life  everything  isn’t 
resolved  so  easily,  but  it  was  nice 
to  see  a  movie  in  which  no  aspect 
of  the  story  was  simply 
abandoned  and  forgotten. 

What  I  enjoyed  the  most 


abou  t  Bend  It  Like  Beckham  was 
that  it  balanced  serious  emotions 
with  lighthearted  comedy.  The 
movie  is  presented  from  Jess’s 
point  of  view,  so  her  intense 
feelings  about  her  family,  her 
friendships,  and  her  first  love  are 
a  central  part  of  the  story.  While 
Jess’s  mother  and  father,  as  well 
as  all  her  close  relatives,  are  the 
apparent  antagonists  in  Jess’s 
eyes,  however,  the  movie  offers 
a  comical  view  of  these 
characters  as  seen  from  an 
outside  perspective.  Bend  It  Like 
Beckham  doesn't  take  itself  too 
seriously:  while  it  doesn’t  mock 
Jess’s  conflicting  emotions,  it 
gently  reassures  the  viewer  that 


producing  these  adaptations  - 
most  prove  financially  success¬ 
ful  because  dedicated  fans  will 
always  flock  into  box  offices  the 
first  weekend  they  open. 
Whether  these  films  truly  add 
to  the  enjoyment  of  a  novel, 
however,  is  debatable.  Since  a 
movie  takes  away  from  the 
imaginative  element  of  a  novel, 
it  will  never  give  me  the  same 
satisfaction  as  a  book.  In  the 
course  of  their  transformation, 
books  will  always  have  to  sac¬ 
rifice  some  of  their  original 
magic.  It  remains  a  matter  of 
opinion  whether  this  loss  is 
worth  it  when  one  finally  sees 
the  production  on  the  silver 
screen. 


everything  will  be  all  right  in  the 
end.  For  this  reason,  it  earns  its 
reputation  as  a  “feel-good” 
movie,  and  appeals  to  a  variety 
of  people  -  from  younger  viewers 
who  can  identify  with  Jess  to 
older  viewers  who  appreciate  an 
enjoyable  and  well-made  movie. 


Dear  Marcus, 

aka  Uncle  Murray,  Judge  Hawthorne,  Roger  the  Butler,  Mr.  Thaddeus,  The  Announcer, 
The  Professor,  The  Former  Bank  President,  Mr.  Anthony  Kirby  Sr.,  Grandpa, 
Congratulations  on  all  your  accomplishments!  Love,  Mom,  Dad  and  Kendra 


Congratulations  Dan,  And  all  the  graduating  seniors  of  the  class  of  2003! 

Good  Luck  and  God  Bless  you  in  all  your  future  endeavors! 

Clare  True  and  Maria  Weissman 
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BY  JAMES  ZHEN 
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Across 

1 .  Disease  from  China 
5.  Mary  in  Honduras 
10.  Capital  of  Azerbaijian 

14.  -  hygiene,  -  presentation 

15.  Ogre 

16.  Rotate  a  floating  log 

17.  Ovid’s  gifts 

18.  Bubbling 

19.  Gator  cousin 

20.  Circular 

21.  C A  city 
23.  Send 

25.  Virgil’s  interrogative  enclitic 

26.  Crime  and  Punishment 
heroine 


HanaYoo:  Unwilling  to  settle,  this 
time  the  dynamic  Hana  is  look¬ 
ing  forThe  One.  Applicants  must 
enjoy  long  walks  on  the  beach 
and  even  longer  talks  listening  to 
Hana  talk  heatedly  about  any¬ 
thing  from  music  to  her  favorite 
text,  Bailey’s  American  Pageant. 
Seeking  an  ambitious  well- 
rounded  man. 

Longjie  Dai;  Frisbee  aficionado 
searching  for  a  casual  compan¬ 
ion,  who  will  play  hours  of 
Longjie’s  favorite  game,  Axis  and 
Allies.  Applicants  must  find 
slacking  especially  attractive  as 
well  as  floppy  long  hair.  Jie$ 
need  some  lovin’ 

John  Greene:  Future  President 
of  the  United  States/potato  peeler 
for  the  US  Navy  seeks  pious  tro¬ 
phy  wife  with  no  criminal  record 
for  the  press  to  dig  up.  Applicants 
must  enjoy  quiet  nights  with  the 


29.  Nickname  of  Quintius  Fabius 
Maximus  (English) 

31.  -  Are  Forever 

34.  History  AP  exam  sect. 

35.  Egyptian  god  of  the  sun 

36.  Electronical  money  giver 

37.  Nest  for  breeding  insects 

39.  Econ.  alliance  in  Europe 

40.  Ave. 

41.  Well-known  Hammer 

43.  Comfortable  seat 

46.  Marine  carnivore 
49.  Red  dyes 

51.  Available  in  the  electric 
variety 

52.  To  attack 


parents,  romantic  sailboat  rides 
on  polluted  waters,  and  long 
chats  on  Macintosh  computers. 

Robert  Fitzpatrick:  Scruffy 
Irishman  seeks  cartoon-watch¬ 
ing,  hockey  loving  young  woman. 
Rob  wants  a  karate  movie  watch¬ 
ing,  Thai  food  eating,  dancing  in 
the  rain  type  girl.  Applicants  must 
not  exceed  5’11”.  Favorite  mov¬ 
ies  should  include:  “Slapshot”, 
“Ghostbusters”,  and  “Ferris 
Bueller’s  Day  Off”.  Knowing  all 
the  words  to  R.E.M.’s  “It’s  the 
End  of  the  World  as  We  Know  It” 
a  plus. 

Rebecca  Greening:  Woman  with 
amission.  Rebecca  has  self-pro- 
claimed  “control  and  anger  is¬ 
sues.”  Seeking  a  spineless  jel¬ 
lyfish,  who  is  willing  to  cook, 
clean,  do  laundry,  and  listen  to 
endless  rants. 


55.  A  vote  of  assent  (2  words) 

57.  -  50,  a  unit  of  measure  for 
poison 

58.  Mistreats 

59.  Trash  can  dweller 

60.  Snub 

61 .  Excl.  of  shock 

63.  Gold  in  Guatemala 

64.  Erlenmeyer  — 

66.  Article 

67.  Second  man  on  the  moon 

70.  Sing.  F.  Acc.  of  ‘is’ 

71 .  Suffix  meaning  ‘kind  of’ 

73.  Petri  dish  filler 

74.  The  Cornhusker  St. 

75.  Argo’s  cutest  editor 


Jonathan  Krieger:  Seeking 
sporty,  drama  girl.  Yankee  fans 
need  not  apply.  Applicants  must 
be  well  versed  in  improvisational 
skills  because  you  never  know 
when  Spiffy  will  bust  a  proverbial 
move. 

Jenny  Chan:  Seeking  fun  and 
spontaneous  partner  for  long  dis¬ 
cussions  about  the  genious  of 
one  Charlie  Brown.  Jenny  wants 
a  man  who  is  taller  than  5’8”  but 
shorter  than  6’0”  (with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  course  of  Jon  Krieger).  A 
dancing  queen  Jenny  desires  a 
man  she  can  merengue,  cha- 
cha,  and  ballroom  dance  with. 
U2  fans  especially  welcomed. 

Joe  Graham-Felsen:  Seeking  a 
beautiful  young  lady  who  can  pro¬ 
vide  inspiration  for  his  art  allow¬ 
ing  Joe  to  paint  the  next  Mona 
Lisa.  Applicant  must  be  able  to 


76.  Kentucky  colonel 

77.  The  endpoints  of  ‘guess’ 

Down 

1.  Pop 

2.  Texas  shortstop 

3.  Kurosawa’s  ‘King  Lear’ 

4.  Skiing  event 

5.  Former  MBTA 

6.  Arbitron  Inc.  stock  symbol 

7.  Chamber 

8.  Homer’s  opus 

9.  Socii 

10.  UK  channel 

1 1 .  What  I  breathe 

12.  Former  Danish  currency 

13.  To  become  infected  with  a 
sore 

22.  At  another  time 
24.  Sixie  bag  maker 

26.  Pushes  green  eggs  and  ham 

27.  Parts  of  a  skull 

28.  Location 

30.  St.  Thomas  — 

31 .  Person  in  need  of  rescuing 

32.  Was  irritated 

33.  Total 

38.  Division 

42.  Either...  — 

44.  Norse  goddess  of  the 
underworld 

45.  ‘Return  of  the  Jedi’  monster 

47.  The  Dixieland  St. 

48.  Japanese  theater 
50.  Flying 

53.  Our  nearest  star 

54.  Indefinite  period  of  time  (alt. 
spelling) 

56.  Queen  bee’s  mates 
58.  Sighs  of  content 
60.  Alike 

62.  Revolutionary  War  general 

64.  Moroccan  hat 

65.  Sixth  note  (alt.  spelling) 

66.  Eureka! 

68.  Roman  house  spirit 

69.  Med.  personnel 

72.  Gestapo 


hold  a  pose  for  a  long  period  of 
time.  Being  able  to  have  deep 
discussions  about  life  a  plus. 
Must  be  able  to  “keep  it  real”. 

Robert  Timmerman:  Looking  for 
dramatic  technical  advisor  to  ac¬ 
company  him  in  his  many  back- 
stage  adventures.  Applicant 
must  enjoy  biking,  especially  in 
raging  Nor’easters.  Must  be 
turned  on  by  Leicas. 

James  Zhen:  This  impeccably 
dressed  young  man  seeks  a 
young  lady  to  go  on  extended 
photography  trips.  Always  the 
gentleman,  James  treats  every¬ 
one  he  encounters  with  a  smile 
and  respect.  Any  young  woman 
looking  for  the  long-lost  ideals  of 
politeness  and  chivalry  has  found 
a  catch  in  James. 


HOROSCOPE 


Compiled  by  Lily,  Spiffy 
and  Isaac 

Aries  —  Hey.  You’re  looking 
pretty  fine  today.  Ooo.  I  like  that 
shirt.  Tell  me. ..What’s  a  girl  like 
you  doing  reading  a  horoscope 
like  this? 

Taurus  —  In  spite  of  your  winning 
demeanor,  devil-may-care 
charm,  and  daily  pithy  witticisms, 
ultimately  the  jury  will  be  unable 
to  discount  you  standing  there 
over  the  bodies  with  a  bloody 
axe. 

Gemini  —  Today  may  be  an 
interesting  day  for  you.  Or  not. 
Someone  might  feel  an  urge  to 
interact  with  you.  Or  not.  If 
there’s  a  project  you’ve  been 
working  on,  it  may  continue  to  be 
worked  on  by  you.  If  not,  no 
biggie,  if  there’s  something  you 
want  to  go  for,  go  for  it.  Or  don’t. 
You  may  have  financial 
prospects. 

Cancer  —  jBuenos  dias, 
hombre!  Hoy  sera  un  dia  alegre 
para  tt.  Tus  prospectos 
financieros  seran  favorables. 
Mantenga  abiertos  tus  ojos  y  tus 
oidos;  muchas  oportunidades  te 
esperan  este  dia. 

Leo  —  Watch  out  for  men  with 
green  peppers. 

Virgo  —  A  Sagittarius  friend  of 
yours  may  give  you  reason  to  be 
suspicious.  Follow  him  from  afar. 
See  what  he  is  up  to.  But  be 
careful  not  to  let  him  see  you.  If 
he  looks  your  way,  quickly  hide 
behind  something. 

Libra  —  Hey  Jim.  I  like  your 
haircut.  Too  bad  it’s  gonna  cost 
you  your  lunch  today.  You  know 
Mike?  With  the  khakis?  Looks 
like  he  could  really  use  a  shave? 
Has  that  Snoopy  Fan  Club  pin 
that  he  wears  on  the  inside  of  his 
jacket  that  he  thinks  no  one  can 
see  but  everybody  sees?  At 
11:18,  he’s  gonna  take  your  lunch 
while  you’re  distracted.  How  are 
you  gonna  be  distracted?  Well, 
you  know  that  girl  Jenny?  With 
the  red  hair  and  the  blue  eyes 
and  that  birthmark  on  her 
forearm?  She’s  gonna  be 
complimenting  your  hair,  and 
you’re  not  gonna  notice  Mike. 

Scorpio  —  OK.  Who  are  we 
kidding  with  the  diet?  I  mean 
come  on.  Honestly. 

Sagittarius  —  A  Virgo  will  stalk 
you  today. 

Capricorn  —  The  other  day,  we 
were  out  shopping  in  the 
supermarket.  We  ran  into  this  guy 
we  knew  from  high  school  -  his 
name  was  Ted  -  not  to  say  that  it 
isn’t  still  Ted  -  and  we  got  to 
talking.  Ted  decided  to  buy  our 
broccoli  for  us,  since  we  couldn’t 
find  our  wallet,  and  afterward  we 
went  out  to  a  little  bistro  on  West 
10m  street  with  really  nice  service. 
All  in  all,  it  was  a  pleasant  day. 

Aquarius  —  If  you’re  reading  this 
now,  it’s  too  late.  Just  don’t 
bother. 

Pisces  -  You’re  screwea. 


“Good  Teachers  join  self  &  subject  &  students  in  the  fabric  of  life”. 

—  PJ.  Palmer 

Thank  you  for  teaching  John! 

Charles  Aversa,  Gerald  Bilodeau,  William  Carroll,  Roseanna  Fernandes, 
Elizabeth  Forman,  Judi  Freeman,  Richard  Fulton,  Michael  Haritos, 
Helen  Karydas,  Robin  Kirkpatrick, Thuy  LeDang,  Michele  Lepietre, 
Beverly  Mawn-Lion, Bennie  Myers,  Gerald  Neary,  Aaron  Osowiecki, 
Lillian  McCourt,  Annemarie  Ryan,  Bradford  Smith,  Jesse  Southwick, 
Robert  Waldron,  Vera  Wilson,  Patreka  Wood,  Donna  Zitney 


73.  In  the  year  of  our  lord 
(abbrev.) 


Argo  Personal  Ads 
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—  Sports  - - 

Girls  Tennis:  UNSTOPPABLE 


By  Leah  Skahen,  III 

Contributing  Writer 

Yet  again  the  girls  have 
proved  their  talent  as  they 
continue  their  success  this 
season.  They  consistently 
dominate  the  other  DCL 
competitors.  For  the  third  year  in 
a  row,  they  remain  undefeated. 

The  season  has  consisted 
of  three  games  a  week  and 
practices  on  the  remaining  days. 


Half  of  the  games  are  at  the 
Sportsman’s  Tennis  Club  in 
Dorchester  and  the  other  half  are 
away  games.  Their  coach, 
Paulanne  Kennedy,  leads  the 
team. 

Among  the  many  victories 
and  achievements,  several  of  the 
players  have  competed  in 
statewide  tournaments.  The 
team  recently  played  in  a  state 
individuals  tournament  at  Newton 
South  High  School;  Sara  Redd 


(I),  Jennifer  Seide  (I),  and  Kasia 
(I)  and  Ania  (III)  Preneta  all 
moved  on  to  play  at  Wayland 
High  School  in  the  second  round. 
Later,  at  the  North  Sectional 
Semifinals,  the  girls  played  tough 
matches.  Ania,  Kasia,  and  Sara 
all  played  at  the  Finals  and  won. 
On  June  14th,  Ania  and  Sara  will 
play  doubles  and  Kasia  singles 
at  the  MIAA  State  Semifinals,  a 
competition  consisting  of  the  top 
four  teams  in  Massachusetts 


competing  in  separate  draws  for 
doubles  and  singles  in  Brookline. 
With  a  history  of  victories  to  back 
them  up,  the  girls  are  ready  for 
the  challenge.  Ania  says, 
“Hopefully,  as  in  the  past  two 
years,  we  will  do  well  in  the  state 
tournament  and  advance  far.” 

As  of  now,  the  varsity  team 
consists  of  seniors  Kasia  Preneta 
in  1st  singles,  Jennifer  Seide  in 
2nd  singles,  and  Sara  Redd  in  1st 
doubles.  Joining  Sara  in  1st 


doubles  is  Ania  Preneta  (III), 
followed  by  Tara  Banani  (IV)  in 
3rd  singles  and  Kara  Richie  and 
Laura  Hamad  in  2nd  doubles.  The 
team  will  lose  three  skilled 
players  in  June,  but  they  are 
confident  that  the  rest  of  the  team 
will  keep  up  the  Wolfpack’s 
winning  spirit. 


Baseball  Team  Down  But  Not  Out 


BRIAN  NOWAK  THROWS  A 
STRIKE  TO  A  WESTON  HITTER 
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By  Sam  Akiba,  III 

Contributing  Writer 

In  April,  as  the  baseball 
season  was  about  to  begin, 


Coach  Coleman  was  fairly 
optimistic.  However,  he  had  two 
main  concerns.  The  first  was  the 
inexperience  of  this  year’s  team. 
The  second  was  the  fact  that  this 
year  only  wooden  bats  are 
allowed  -  a  huge  adjustment, 
especially  for  the  young  players. 
Unfortunately,  these  worries 
became  a  reality.  As  of  May  1 4th, 
the  Wolfpack  has  a  5-9  record. 
The  team  has  made  over  forty 
errors  so  far,  which  Coach 
Coleman  attributes  to 
inexperience.  The  four  starters 
on  the  pitching  staff,  Sean  Martin 
(III),  Mike  Mitchell  (III),  Andrew 
Larocque  (III)  and  Ian  Chuckran 
(III),  have  a  combined  3-3  record 
(with  Sean  Martin  having  all  three 


McDonough  Ends 


By  Kerry  Sullivan,  II 

Staff  Writer 

Coach  McDonough  has 
been  the  Athletic  Director  here  at 
Latin  for  the  last  two  years,  ever 
since  the  retirement  of  the 
venerable  Paul  Costello.  Since 
his  arrival  Coach  McDonough 
has  been  responsible  for  the 
basic  tasks  of  an  athletic  director, 
such  as  overseeing  the  Athletic 
Department  budget,  scheduling, 
transportation,  hiring  coaches 
and  ordering  equipment.  Mr. 
McDonough  is  also  responsible 
for  the  renovation  of  the  weight 
room. 

I  spoke  to  Mr.  McDonough 
about  the  state  and  the  future  of 
the  athletic  department.  During 
the  recent  uproar  about  the 
budget,  discussion  regarding  the 
athletic  department  was  nearly 
non-existent.  Coach  McDonough 


was  gracious  enough  to  clarify 
how  the  different  sports  programs 
are  funded.  Rumor  has 
repeatedly  accused  the  football 
program  of  receiving  extra  and 
undeserved  alumni  support. 
However,  McDonough  clarified, 
for  the  benefit  of  all  dissatisfied 
and  uninformed  student  athletes, 
that  alumni  funding  supports  the 
junior  varsity  and  freshmen 
programs,  as  well  as  several 
varsity  programs  (not  football) 
which  the  city  of  Boston  does  not 
fund.  The  sailing,  crew  and  boys 
tennis  team  are  funded  by  alumni 
donations  because  Boston  Latin 
School  is  the  only  Boston  public 
school  which  has  programs  for 
these  sports.  An  emergency  fund 
exists  thanks  to  alumni  donations 
but  is  not  dedicated  to  solely  one 
sport.  When  extra  uniforms  or 
equipment  is  needed  during 
midseason,  for  example,  the 


wins).  As  for  hitting,  no  one  on 
the  team  is  batting  above  .300  - 


NO  ONE  ON  THE  TEAM  IS  BATTING 
ABOVE  .300  AND  THE  TEAM’S 
AVERAGE  IS  .205,  THE  LOWEST 
Coach  Coleman  can  remember 

DURING  HIS  TENURE. 


the  team’s  average  is  .205. 
Whether  it  is  on  account  of  the 
wooden  bats  or  not,  the  .205 
average  is  the  lowest  that  Coach 
Coleman  can  remember  during 
his  tenure.  A  2-5  record  in  one- 

2nd  Year 


money  to  pay  for  them  comes 
from  this  emergency  fund. 

Students,  parents  and 
teachers  have  been  worrying 
frantically  about  the  threatened 
cuts  to  the  Arts  Department.  By 
now,  almost  everyone  has 
probably  heard  the  rumors  about 
the  total  elimination  of  the  arts. 
However,  Boston  Latin  is  based 
on  a  classical  education,  not  the 
record  of  its  football  team. 
Therefore  the  safety  of  the  sports 
department  is  also  threatened  by 
the  economic  situation  in  the 
state.  Addressing  this  issue, 
Coach  McDonough  said,  “The 
Athletic  Department  will  be 
impacted  like  every  other 
program.  There  will  be  cuts  from 
the  city  and  the  association.  The 
goal  is  not  to  cut  programs  or 
coaches.” 


run  games  also  seems  to  be  the 
result  of  having  a  young  team, 
but  all 
hope  is 
not  lost. 

The 
Coach 
says  his 
goal  is  to 
finish  the 
season 
with  a  10- 
10  record, 
which 

would  get  them  into  the  M.I.A.A. 
tournament.  He  said,  “It’s  going 
to  be  tough,  but  we’re  not  out 


yet.”  It’s  true:  mathematically  they 
are  still  in  it.  They  just  need  to 
finish  the  season  with  5-1 .  Doing 
that  would  mean  a  complete 
turnaround.  Yet,  the  fact  that  they 
have  been  involved  in  seven  one- 
run  games  shows  that  they  are 
keeping  it  close.  They  are  also 
5-6  in  the  Dual  County  League. 
If  a  couple  of  close  games  go 
their  way,  they  could  find 
themselves  in  the  tournament 
where,  last  year,  they  had  upset 
Reading  in  the  first  round.  With 
the  odds  against  them,  we  will 
have  to  see  if  Coach  Coleman 
can  rally  his  young  but  talented 
team. 


Sailing  Along 


By  Caroline  Sullivan,  III 

Contributing  Writer 

Led  by  captains  Aaron 
Gerratt  (II)  and  Caitlin  O’Brien  (I), 
the  sailing  team  is  having  a  great 
season.  Coaches  Emily  Drowne 
and  John  Wetherby  have  taught 
this  team  the  skills  needed  to  win 
races,  and  the  team  seems  to  be 
learning  much.  O’Brien  and  Mike 
Fong  (I),  a  student  at  Boston 
Latin  Academy  who  plays  on  the 
team,  have  been  strong  this  year. 
Other  assets  to  the  team  include 
Gerratt,  James  O’Brien  (III),  and 
Liz  Moniz  (III).  Also,  there  are 
many  talented  underclassmen. 
Madison  Gilmore  (VI)  has  been 
particularly  good  this  year. 

Recently,  the  team  sailed  in 
the  Mass  Bay  League 
Championship.  With  a  score  of 
45.25,  the  Wolfpack  came  in  third 
out  of  13  teams,  with  only 
Hingham  and  Wellesley  beating 
them.  After  that,  the  team  went 


on  to  the  Massachusetts  State 
Sailing  Championships.  With  a 
solid  performance  on  the  first 
day,  the  Wolfpack  placed  7th  out 
of  1 9  teams.  On  the  second  day, 
the  team  sailed  well  and 
managed  to  place  5th  overall. 

A  few  weeks  ago,  the 
sailing  team  raffled  off  a  pair  of 
Celtics  play-off  tickets  donated  by 
Mr.  Wetherby.  The  team  raised 
over  three  hundred  dollars  from 
that  fundraiser.  They  donated  the 
money  to  the  Courageous  Sailing 
Center  in  Charlestown,  which 
generously  lets  the  Wolfpack  use 
its  facilities. 

The  team  did  exceptionally 
well  this  year.  With  only  two 
seniors  graduating,  the  majority 
of  the  team  will  be  returning  next 
year.  And  with  the  large  number 
of  talented  underclassmen,  the 
BLS  sailing  team  will  be  a 
powerhouse  in  the  sailing  world 
for  years  to  come. 


By  St.  John  Barned- 
Smith,  II 

Staff  Writer 


As  any  athlete  at  Boston 
Latin  School  knows,  the  sports 
situation  can  be  distinctly 
sketchy.  Many  teams  have  to 
travel  very  far  for  any  decent 
playing  conditions.  BLS  has  any¬ 
where  from  six  to  ten  teams  play¬ 
ing  sports  during  any  given  sea¬ 
son.  During  the  fall,  this  is  every¬ 
thing  from  cross-country  to  foot¬ 
ball  to  golf.  During  the  winter,  the 
swimming,  basketball  and  wres¬ 
tling  teams  all  compete,  as  well 
as  many  other  sports  teams.  In 
the  spring  season,  teams  like 
crew,  outdoor  track  and  volleyball 


Fields?  What  Fields? 


all  play. 

One  of  the  greatest  chal¬ 
lenges  of  running  a  team  is  find¬ 
ing  places  to  practice.  For  some 
of  the  teams,  this  is  not 
very  hard  -  Girls  Soccer 
practices  at  Daisy  Field, 
football  practices  are  at 
Roberto  Clemente 
Field.  Because  of  the 
way  the  sports  rotate, 
the  school  can  provide 
equipment  and  space 
for  a  variety  of  different 
sports. 

However,  some 
of  the  teams  face  ex¬ 
treme  challenges.  For 
instance,  BLS  crew 
rides  “an  hour  to  an  hour 
and  a  half  each  day,” 


says  Maggie  Dougherty  (II)  and 
often  does  not  get  home  until 
between  7:30  and  8:00  p.m.  This 
is  because  they  practice  at  the 


CLEMENTE  FIELD  IS  THE  BEST  THE  SCHOOL  HAS  TO  OFFER 


CRI  Dock  in  Newton.  BLS  Swim¬ 
ming  and  Diving  teams  have  sim¬ 
ilar  commutes,  lasting  up  to  an 
hour  long.  Frequently,  athletes  do 
not  get  home  until  7. 
They  practice  at  the 
Murphy  School  in 
Dorchester.  Other 
teams  face  similar  chal¬ 
lenges.  Boys  Wrestling 
has  it  real  bad  -  they 
don’t  even  start  prac¬ 
tice  until  4  p.m.  They 
have  been  shunted  be¬ 
tween  the  lower  gym, 
the  cafeteria,  and  their 
own  room  that  the 
school  got  rid  of  during 
the  recent  renovations. 

There  aren’t  a  lot 
of  solutions.  During  the 


spring,  it  is  common  to  see  soft- 
ball  teams  from  other  schools  us¬ 
ing  Roberto  Clemente  Field. The 
city  has  to  give  all  the  people  who 
want  to  use  its  assets  a  chance 
to  do  so,  and  this  can  range  from 
neighborhood  leagues  to  schools 
to  private  leagues,  and  this  can 
be  very  difficult  sometimes. 

Perhaps  the  crew  team 
could  practice  at  Harvard’s  Boat¬ 
house,  and  maybe  the  swimming 
teams  could  practice  in  one  of  the 
nearby  colleges.  However,  the 
chances  of  these  things  coming 
to  pass  are  slim  to  none.  The 
important  thing  to  remember, 
though,  is  that  pretty  much  all  the 


Page  30 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Spotlight 


z 

u? 

Z 
< 

>> 

— 

Itu 

r 

Is 

Robert  Fitzpatrick 

By  David  Biele,  I 

Staff  Writer 

Throughout  his  entire  high 
school  career,  Rob  Fitzpatrick 
has  been  a  highly  visible 
participant  in  the  BLS  athletic 
community.  During  his  freshman 
year  Rob  made  the  BLS  varsity 
hockey  team  as  a  defenseman 
and  was  a  key  contributor  to  the 
team  during  its  glory  days  and 
subsequent  Division  II  final  game 
against  Danvers  at  the 
FleetCenter.  As  is  the  case  with 
all  schools,  teams  lose  players 
due  to  graduation.  To 
compensate  for  the  loss  of  key 
players,  Fitzpatrick  worked  hard 
in  the  off-season  to  step  up  his 
game.  The  work  paid  off.  Rob 
was  named  a  Dual  County 
League  All-Star  and  made  a  part 
of  the  Merrimack  Valley  All- 
Conference  team  in  his  junior 
and  senior  years.  Fitzpatrick, 
along  with  Bill  Carr  (I),  was 
elected  captain  for  the  past 
hockey  season.  During  the 
season,  Rob  organized  clinics 
for  the  players  to  attend  in  order 
to  sharpen  their  skills,  and 
always  went  the  extra  mile  for  his 
team.  Outside  the  hockey  rink, 
Fitzpatrick  has  also  participated 
in  a  wide  range  of  school- 
sponsored  activities.  During  his 
sophomore  year  he  joined  the 
Latin  school  cross-country  team. 
In  his  junior  and  senior  years, 
Rob  made  the  golf  team  and  was 
the  captain  of  the  squad  this 
year. 

Rob  also  gives  his  time 
and  effort  helping  eager  youths 
to  better  grasp  the  fundamentals 
of  hockey.  Fitzpatrick  teaches 
the  game  of  hockey  at  the 
O’Sullivan  Hockey  Academy 
alongside  former  U.S.  National 
Team  member  Stephanie 
O'Sullivan.  Unlike  the  sport, 
which  is  seasonal,  Rob’s  job 
lasts  all  year.  In  the  spring  and 
summer  months,  he  spends  his 
Sunday  mornings  helping  kids, 
coupled  with  a  few  weeklong 
seminars  during  the 
summertime.  During  the  hockey 
season,  which  lasts  during  the 
autumn  and  winter  seasons, 
Fitzpatrick  helps  children  aged 
7-13  sharpen  their  skills  in 
weekly  sessions. 

After  graduating  from  BLS, 
Rob  will  attend  St.  Anselm 
College  in  New  Hampshire. 
There,  he  plans  to  try  out  for 
hockey  and,  with  luck,  make  the 
team.  Over  the  course  of  the 
summer,  Rob  plans  to  hit  the 
weights  and  do  the  proper 
training  necessary  to  make  the 
St.  Anselm  team. 

Rob  is  a  highly  motivated 
individual  who  strives  to  succeed 
in  everything  he  does,  as  is 
evident  in  both  his  athletic  and 
academic  achievements.  In 
addition  to  that,  Fitzpatrick  is  also 
an  active  member  of  his 
community  and  helps  out 
whenever  he  can.  Because  of 
the  genuine  care  and  effort  he 
places  in  his  activities  and  those 
I  close  to  him,  Rob  Fitzpatrick  will 
1  succeed  in  whatever  he  does. 


-  Sports 

Should  Our  Bats  Be  Wood  Or  Metal 

This  year’s  Massachussettes  high  school  baseball  playoffs  will  require  the  use  of  wooden  bats ,  but  it  has  just  beendecided  that 

aluminum  bats  will  be  allowed  in  the  postseason  in  2004. 


By  Adam  Weiss,  I 

Staff  Writer 

We  were  1 4  years  old  at 
summer  camp,  playing  in  a 
baseball  game  against  the  rival 
camp  from  across  the  lake.  Our 
ace  Jon  was  pitching,  and  he 
grooved  a  fastball  to  the  opposing 
batter.  There  was  a  clang  as  the 
aluminum  bat  connected  solidly 
with  the  pitch,  sending  a  line  drive 
hurtling  back  towards  the  mound 
and  Jon.  The  ball  smashed  into 
Jon's  face,  immediately  breaking 
his  nose  and  jaw,  while  shattering 
the  bones  of  his  face  into 
countless  pieces.  We  all  stood 
stunned  as  he  writhed  in  pain  on 
the  ground. 

Needless  to  say,  I  am 
very  much  in  support  of  the 
decision  to  ban  aluminum  bats 
from  high  school  baseball  games. 
Though  aluminum  bats  allow 
batters  to  hit  with  greater  power 
and  are  thus  touted  as  making  the 
game  more  exciting,  they  are  an 
unnecessary  risk  to  opposing 
players.  Countless  pitchers  have 
been  seriously  injured  by  line 
drives  launched  at  high  speeds 
from  the  aluminum  bats  of 
opposing  players.  If  the  decision 
to  ban  aluminum  bats  can  save 
even  one  student,  then  it  is 
without  a  doubt  the  right  decision. 


Of  course,  switching  to 
wooden  bats  will  not  necessarily 
eliminate  the  risk  of  pitchers 
getting  beaned  by  come-backers. 
Most  notably,  at  least  for  Boston 
residents,  would  be  the  case  of 
Bryce  Flore,  a  Red  Sox  pitcher 
whose  face  was  torn  apart  by  a 
line  drive  off  a  wooden  bat. 
However,  wooden  bats 
undeniably  lead  to  fewer  cases 
of  serious  injury  among 
baseball’s  pitchers. 

Switching  to  wooden 
bats  will  not  make  the  high  school 
game  more  boring  or 
reduce  the  excitement.  If 
anything,  it  will  make  the 
game  more  pure  -  more  like 
the  founders  of  the  game 
intended.  Furthermore,  it 
will  make  baseball  a  safer 
game,  eliminating  much  of 
the  risk  that  comes  with 
being  a  pitcher.  Too  often 
we  hear  the  horror  stories 
of  young  boys  or  men  who 
must  undergo  years  of 
plastic  surgery  in  an  attempt 
to  regain  even  a  shadow  of 
their  former  likeness,  their 
features  destroyed  in  the  wake  of 
a  speeding  baseball.  We  must  try 
to  eliminate  these  stories; 
certainly  the  best  way  to  do  that 
is  to  ban  aluminum  bats  from  high 
school  games. 


By  Daniel  VVeissman,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

This  year,  Latin  school 
baseball  players  have  been 
forced  to  make  the  change  from 
aluminum  to  wood  bats.  Many 
would  claim  this  to  be  a  good 
thing,  but  I  disagree.  Why  would 
I  go  to  a  high  school  baseball 
game  if  not  for  watching  the  big 
hits?  On  that  note,  why  do  we  go 
to  baseball  games  at  all?  For  the 
two-out,  bottom-of-the-eighth, 
three-run  dinger  that  sends  the 


home  team  ahead  by  one.  So 
why  would  we  deprive  ourselves 
of  more  mighty  swings  from  the 
artificially-empowered  batter  with 
his  powerful  stick  of  aluminum? 
Oh,  I  see,  some  people  prefer 
wood,  right?  It  takes  the  game 


back  to  its  roots  and  such,  back 
to  the  days  of  low  batting 
averages  and  no  homeruns? 
Does  it  makes  us  feel  like  we’re 
playing  real  baseball  again  by 
using  an  anachronism  of  wood? 
Well  I  have  news  folks:  wood  is 
the  wave  of  the  past.  I  personally 
would  prefer  to  see  Nomar  stroke 
a  700-foot  homerun  with  an 
aluminum  bat  than  see  a  350-foot 
fly  ball  out  to  center  field.  Can  we 
imagine  what  a  game  with  the 
Babe  or  Teddy  Ballgame  would 
have  been  like  if  they  were  using 
aluminum  bats?  Ok,  you  say, 
the  pitching  would  suffer  too 
much  at  the  hands  of  these 
juiced  aluminum  bats.  But 
what’s  the  best  part  of  the 
ballgame?  When  the  batter 
b  gets  an  important  hit  that 
g  drives  in  a  run.  Or,  even 
£  better,  a  nice  homerun.  And 
in  if  we  can  see  that  twice  as 
~  often,  we’re  going  to  get 
<  twice  as  much  enjoyment  out 
t  of  every  game.  So  I  say  to 
“  you  that  we  should  not  force 
our  youngsters  to  play  with 
wooden  bats;  we  should  not  have 
our  professionals  play  with 
wooden  bats  either.  Aluminum  for 
high  school  players,  aluminum 
for  professional  players, 
aluminum  for  all!  And  watch  ’em 
rip! 


Softball 


Boys  Volleyball 


By  James  Barned-Smith,  IV 

Contributing  Writer 

Volleyball  is  a  game  of  lo¬ 
cation. 

The  location  of  Wolfpack 
Boys  Volleyball  is  en  route  to  the 
Dual  County  League  playoffs  fol¬ 
lowing  a  surprisingly  successful 
season.  Led  by  BLS  alumnus 
and  former  volleyball  player 
Coach  Hui,  the  Wolfpack  gar¬ 
nered  thirteen  wins  compared  to 
only  five  losses. 

There  are  three  sections  to 
a  volleyball  court:  outside,  mid¬ 
dle,  and  offside.  In  layman’s 
terms,  these  are  the  left,  middle, 
and  right  sides  of  the  court,  re¬ 
spectively.  Additionally,  players 
are  designated  as  “front”  or 
“back”  players,  with  the  front  be¬ 
ing  responsible  for  blocks  and 
hits  with  the  back  responsible  for 
defense. 
This  year  the  outside  has  been 
in  good  shape  in  the  hands  of 


stars  Jimmy  Sun  (I)  and  The¬ 
odore  Yee  (I).  The  offside  has 
been  managed  effectively  by  Jer- 
rell  Perez  (I)  and  Ian  Chong  (II), 
while  Tommy  Lam  (I),  Gordon 
Wong  (II),  and  Kenny  Wong  (I) 
provide  defensive  aid  at  the  Mid¬ 
dle  Back  position.  Ivan  Wong  (II) 
and  Arcady  Sosinov  (I)  have 
thrived  at  Middle  Front.  Matt  Lo 
(I)  is  the  squad’s  Libero,  or  de¬ 
fensive  specialist,  while  David 
Wong  (II)  is  their  Setter. 

Every  member  of  Wolf¬ 
pack  Volleyball  is  glad  they  made 
the  playoffs,  which  begin  next 
week.  However,  Lo  admits  that 
expectations  at  the  beginning  of 
the  season  were  none  too  high, 
saying  that  he  thought  “the  team 
did  much  better  than  expected.” 
He  was  quick  to  add  that  “every¬ 
one  put  in  their  share  of  the  ef¬ 
fort.”  With  such  teamwork,  the 
group  can  anticipate  going  far  in 
the  playoffs. 


By  Kassie  Skipper,  II 

Contributing  Writer 

As  spring  sports  wrap  up, 
it  is  clear  that  the  Girls  Varsity 
Softball  team  has  had  a  fun-filled, 
productive  season.  The  team  lost 
several  key  players  last  year  and 
as  a  result  this  was  more  of  a 
building  season.  Led  by  the 
captains  Courtney  Carthas  (I) 
and  Stephanie  Maneikis  (I),  the 
team  finished  out  the  season  with 
a  4-13  record  .  Carthas  had  an 
amazing  season,  leading  the 
DCL  in  batting  average  with  a 
.524  and  having  a  great  season 
as  the  catcher.  Maneikis  took 
charge  of  the  team’s  defense 
from  center  field  where  she 
played  every  game  and  was  also 
very  successful  at  bat.  Anna 
George  (II)  expressed  how  much 
she  enjoyed  the  past  season, 
“Even  though  we  didn’t  have  a  lot 
of  wins,  Courtney  and  Stephanie 


were  great  leaders  and  made  this 
year  so  much  fun.” 

Jenna  Meade  (I),  the 
team’s  pitcher,  came  off  of  a 
broken  hand  and  was  still  able  to 
finish  the  season  strong.  Kara 
Higgins  (I)  made  a  large 
contribution  playing  in  right  field 
as  well  as  Maria  Ortez  (I),  who 
provided  strength  off  the  bench. 
George  and  Maura  Donnolly  had 
very  impressive  seasons,  helping 
out  with  the  pitching  and  Caroline 
Sullivan  provided  strong  defense 
at  third  base.  Elaine  Matthews 

(IV)  had  a  great  year  as  the 
team’s  shortstop.  This  season 
wasn’t  necessarily  as  successful 
as  past  ones,  but  the  team  is 
extremely  hopeful  for  the  spring 
of  2004.  There  are  many 
promising  players,  including 
Jessica  Webb  (III),  Laura 
LaBlanc  (IV),  and  Mariella  Collins 

(V) .  The  DCL  better  look  out  for 
this  group  of  girls  next  season. 


Retirement  Plans  for  Mitty 


NUTTY  WAVES  GOODBYE 


By  Mitty,  ? 

Assistant  Sports  Emion 

Well,  here  we  go  one 
more  time.  It’s  been  a  great 
run,  but  I’m  not  about  to  get 
all  sappy  and  sentimental. 

For  those  of  you  who 


have  had  some  confusion,  I  am 
not  graduating.  I  am  retiring. 
Many  of  you  have  wondered, 
what  will  a  guy  like  me  be  doing. 

Well,  I'll  be  enjoying  every 
last  ounce  of  life.  I  will  waste  not 
a  moment  of  my  day.  I  will  suck 
the  marrow  out  of  life  (or  some 
other  Thoreau  line).  I  will  be 
spending  my  days  watching 
Gilligan's  Island  reruns. 

Gilligan  is  really  my  hero. 
He’s  short,  and  he  has  his  own 
island  and  his  own  TV  show.  If  I 
can  be  that  successful  some  day, 
I’d  be  pretty  happy.  Of  course,  I 
wouldn’t  want  to  be  as  dumb  as 
him.  I  mean,  honestly,  what’s  his 
problem?  He  was  the  reason 
they  didn’t  make  it  off  that  stupid 
island  90%  of  the  time.  My  gosh, 
if  I  were  the  Skipper  I  would  have 


made  the  guy  swim  for  it.  Little 
Buddy!  My  gosh!  Come  to  think 
of  it,  I  can’t  spend  my  days 
watching  that  show.  I  hate  that 
show. 

Man,  what  am  I  gonna  do? 
I  went  to  one  of  those  public 
tryouts  for  the  Red  Sox,  but  didn’t 
do  so  well.  They  had  me  catch 
Pedro  Martinez.  He  threw  one 
pitch,  it  hit  my  glove  and  sent  me 
all  the  way  to  the  backstop. 
Contrast  this  with  the  pitch  John 
Burkett  threw...  well,  I  won’t  go 
there.  I  did  make  an  impact  on 
the  team  though.  I  was  told  after 
the  tryouts  that  I  may  have 
convinced  them  to  stop  letting 
anyone  try  out  for  the  team. 

I  was  rejected  by  26  other 
teams  (I  refused  to  try  out  for  the 
Yankees,  feared  for  my  health  in 


Toronto,  and  was  offered  a  job  on 
the  starting  rotation  of  the  Devil 
Rays,  but  I  ain’t  playing  for  those 
guys). 

To  fill  my  time,  I’ve  taken  up 
some  daring  activities,  like  I 
recently  went  bungee  jumping. 
Didn’t  go  so  well.  Let’s  just  say  I 
put  the  gee  in  bungee  (if  you  got 
that  joke,  you're  trying  too  hard). 
Then  there  was  the  incident  with 
the  scuba  diving.  But  we  won’t 
go  there. 

But  worry  not,  I  have  plenty 
to  keep  me  busy.  I  now  bid  you 
farewell  with  this  quote  from 
someplace  I  cannot  remember: 
“The  true  measure  of  a  man  is 
not  how  tall  he  stands,  but  how 
low  he  will  bend  down  to  help  out 
another.”  Shorties  rule! 
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-  Sports  - 

Crew:  Entrepeneurs  and  Good  Rowers 


By  Lee  Glandorf,  III 

Contributing  Writer 

A  strange  phenomenon  is 
sweeping  BLS:  a  growing  num¬ 
ber  of  girls  with  blistered  hands 
hawking  Nalgene  bottles.  Who 
are  these  ladies?  They  are  the 
members  of  the  Latin  School 
Crew  team;  a  team  which,  in  the 
past,  has  gone  overlooked — 
overshadowed  by  the  more 
“popular”  teams  here  at  BLS. 
With  their  growing  numbers  and 
determination,  the  crew  team  is 
gaining  more  notice  in  and  out  of 
school. 

Through  their  diligence  and 
hard  work  the  team  has  made 
this  season  one  to  remember. 


Their  industry  (and  savvy  busi¬ 
ness  skills)  can  be  seen  in  the 
wave  of  BLS  Nalgene  bottles  be¬ 
ing  toted  throughout  the  school. 
The  proceeds 
from  this  ex¬ 
tremely  suc¬ 
cessful  venture 
were  used  to 
buy  a  new  shell, 
which  they  were 
in  dire  need  of 
due  to  their 
growing  num¬ 
bers  and  in¬ 
tense  competi¬ 
tion.  Fundraising  has  not  stopped 
there,  a  car  wash  is  planned  as 
well  as  a  Latin  Crew  tee-shirt 
sale. 


On  the  water,  the  girls  have 
been  making  great  strides, 
thanks  in  part  to  their  early  start 
this  preseason.  The  Varsity  Eight, 
captained  by 
Jamila  Martin  (I), 
Kathleen  Hughes 
(I)  and  coxed  by 
Natasha  Leary  (I) 
has  competed 
very  strongly, 
placing  a  close 
second  (losing  by 
about  3  seconds) 
in  the  Petite  Fi¬ 
nals  at  the  highly  competitive 
Mother’s  Day  Regatta.  The  team 
continues  to  make  strides  under 
the  tutelage  of  Gillian  Curran, 
their  first  returning  coach.  Every 


day  these  students  make  the  trek 
to  the  MDC  Dailey  Rink  in  New¬ 
ton  for  a  strenuous  workout  on 
the  water  or  on  the  ergs  ma¬ 
chines. 

Yet,  the  members  of  the 
team  stress  that  along  with  their 
hard  work  there  has  been  tre¬ 
mendous  fun.  This  group  of 
young  women  have  bonded  and 
grown  together  as  a  unit.  Their 
hard  work  has  just  made  them 
closer. 

If  the  growth  of  this  season 
has  been  any  indication,  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  Latin  Crew  seems  very 
promising.  Rowing  is  a  sport 
which  requires  great  amounts  of 
focus  and  heart,  characteristics, 
which  all  the  Latin  ladies  share. 


Boys  and  Girls  Outdoor  Track 


By  Shawn  Guan,  I 

Staff  Writer 

In  sports,  there  are  three 
ingredients  to  success  for  any 
team.  The  first  and  most  obvious 
ingredient  is  talent.  The  second 
ingredient  is  experience.  The 
third  ingredient  is  leadership. 
Every  team  needs  a  strong 
leader  to  set  an  example  of  how 
to  play  the  game  and  how  to  win. 
The  BLS  Boys’  Track  team  has 
all  three  ingredients. 
Spearheaded  by  Captains  Chris 
Manning  (I),  Jack  Wicker  (I),  and 
Andrew  Leone  (II),  were 
expected  to  do  well  this  season. 
Unfortunately,  despite  running 
every  meet  with  gut  and  grit,  the 
team  struggled  this  year,  posting 
a  0-6  record  (with  a  really  close 
finish  against  Concord).  The 
main  weakness  of  the  team  is  its 
lack  of  runners.  Talent  and 
commitment  are  definitely  not  a 
problem  with  this  group.  They 
give  their  all  during  every  single 
event  of  every  meet.  The 
problem  is  that,  often  times 


during  the  season,  there  wouldn’t 
be  enough  people  to  participate 
in  all  events  of  a  meet,  costing 
the  team  much  needed  points. 
That  was  the  main  contributing 
factor  to  their  poor  results.  While 
their  dismal  record  this  year  might 
seem  to  smother  any  hopes  for 
the  future  (especially  with 
Captains  Wicker  and  Manning 
leaving  this  year),  there  is  plenty 
of  talent  in  the  kids  who  will  still 
be  on  the  team  next  year. 
Captain  Leone  will  be  still  be 
here,  as  will  notable  Juniors  Brian 
Pastore,  Sahd  Abgur-Sahim, 
Bronson  Conlin  (Javelin),  and 
current  Sixie  Peter  Rice  (Of 
whom  Chris  Manning  said,  “We 
hope  to  keep  him  around  for  a 
while,  he’s  really  good”).  Most  of 
the  team  is  comprised  of  the 
lower  grades,  so  they’ll  be  around 
for  a  while.  They’ll  be  able  to  build 
on  the  experience  of  this  tough 
season  and  hopefully  improve  in 
the  future.  Hopefully,  more 
experience  will  be  able  to  make 
up  for  the  lack  of  runners  on  this 
team. 


By  Owyn  Stephens,  V 

Contributing  Writer 

This  tennis  team  perfectly 
fits  the  definition  of  a  young 
upcoming  team  brimming  with 
talent  .  “Our  best  player  [Jason 
Kramer]  is  only  a  sophomore,” 
said  veteran  head  coach  Bill 
Kates.  Said  an  opposing  coach 
on  first  doubles  player,  junior 
Carl  Adams  “I  was  hoping  he 
was  a  senior,  not  just  a  junior.” 

Despite  this  pool  of  young, 
raw  talent,  as  of  May  19th  the 
BLS  Boys  Tennis  team  is  only  4- 
13,  with  3  meets  remaining  and 
cannot  enter  the  state 


Boys  Tennis 


By  Maggie  Jack,  III 

Contributing  Writer 

The  girls’  track  team  is  hav¬ 
ing  a  bleak  season,  but  there  are 
rays  of  hope.  The  team  has  not 
won  any  meets  yet  this  spring 
and  there  have  been  some  crush¬ 
ing  defeats  against  the  strong 
competitors  in  the  DCL  league. 

However,  they  are  making  a  great 
deal  of  progress  in  collecting 
points,  and  there  have  been 
times  when  the  point  margin  was 
very  small.  For  example,  the  girls 
lost  by  only  six  points  against 
Bedford  and  eight  points  against 
Weston.  Another  encourage¬ 
ment  is  that  the  freshmen  won  the 
all-freshman  meet. 

Coaches  Mr.  DeMello, 

Miss  Pritchard,  and  Mr. 

McCollum  continue  to  lead  the 
team  and  work  very  hard  to  keep 
the  girls  working  to  their  highest 
potential.  Their  effort  has  con¬ 
tributed  to  impressive  accom¬ 
plishments  by  many  runners.  Brit¬ 
tany  Canniff  (III),  a  sprinter,  has 
competed  well  in  the  1 00  and  200 
meter  events.  The  4  by  100  running. 


meter  relay  with  runners  Kelly 
Deegan  (II),  Nakisha  Evans  (V), 
Jamie  Foo  (III),  and  Brittany 
Canniff  (IV),  is  a  mere  half  sec¬ 
ond  from  qualifying  for  the  state 
meet.  Lindsay  Ong  (IV),  is  the 
top  BLS  competitor  for  the  400 
meter  race.  As  for  distance  run¬ 
ners,  Annie  Roddy  (I)  has  quali¬ 
fied  for  the  states  in  the  mile  and 
Cecilia  Wong  (IV),  has  stepped 
forward  by  running  a  six  minute 
mile.  In  the  field  events,  Alex 
Allukian  (I),  has  done  a  good  job 
with  the  javelin  and  Mercy 
Imahiyerobo  (III)  has  thrown  the 
shotput  excellently.  Coach 
DeMello  says  about  the  girls’  abil¬ 
ity,  “the  future  looks  good  for  the 
team  because  of  the  young  tal¬ 
ent.” 

Although  the  girls  have 
had  trouble  producing  a  winning 
record,  they  compete  against 
themselves  in  each  race  and  they 
often  decrease  their  time  or  even 
run  their  personal  best.  This  es¬ 
pecially  deserves  praise  and  re¬ 
flects  the  huge  effort  they  are 
continuously  putting  into  their 


Back 


tournament  because  of  a  .500 
record  requirement  to  play  in  it. 

But  over  the  next  few  years, 
this  team  is  destined  to  become 
a  dangerous,  multi-weapon  team. 
Headed  by  Kramer,  Adams,  and 
sixie  sensation  Sam  Strassman, 
this  team  looks  like  it  will  be 
heading  to  the  top  in  the  near 
future.  According  to  Kates,  “We’re 
a  young  team.  We  have  only  one 
player  leaving  this  year.”  This 
player  is  team  captain  2nd  singles 
player  Mike  Kennedy,  who  has 
the  best  record  on  the  team, 
which  is  8-4  as  of  May  14th. 

The  team  also  has  three 
eighth  graders  in  Jean-Carlo 


Grasiani  (3rd  singles),  Jake 
Graham-Felsen  (2nd  doubles 
pairing  with  Darius  Banani),  and 
David  Qin  (revolving  3rd  singles). 
The  youngest  player  on  the  team, 
Strassman,  is  the  top  prospect  on 
the  squad.  “He’s  our  future  star,” 
boasted  a  proud  Kates. 

Strassman,  paired  with 
Adams  on  1st  doubles,  was 
impressive  in  helping  to  win  8 
sets  to  6  against  powerhouse 
Concord-Carlisle  at  the 
Sportsman’s  Tennis  Club  in 
Dorchester.  Latin  lost  the  overall 
meet  though  3  games  to  2,  with 
singles  player  Kennedy 
registering  the  other  victory.  This 


loss  knocked  Latin  out  from  any 
chance  of  making  the  states. 

After  the  match,  players 
reflected  on  the  season  so  far. 
Said  one  player,  “I  think  if  we  had 
Jean-Carlo  and  Jason  available 
for  more  meets  this  year,  it  would 
have  been  a  slightly  better 
season.”  Added  Kates,  “I’m 
disappointed.  I  think  there  were 
matches  that  we  should  have 
won  that  we  didn’t.”  However, 
there  should  be  no  need  to  worry. 
With  the  apparent  talent  on  the 
team  and  incredible  merit  shown, 
Boston  Latin’s  name  should  be 
found  on  top  of  the  standings  for 
many  years  to  come. 


D 


NOT 


SkyDivinff 


Not  a  Sport 

‘If  falling  down  is  a  sport,  call 
me  Michael  Jordan.” 

-Pat  Boccuzzi,  I 

Not  a  Sport 

‘No.  Synchronized  sky-diving 
is  more  of  an  art  form  than  a 
sport,  and  regular  skydiving  is 
ust  a  stupid  idea.” 

-Stephen  Scapicchio,  I 


Sport 


“Yes,  until  you  die.” 

-Alec  Maure,  V 


Not  a  Sport 

“It  requires  no  talent,  just  guts, 
which,  by  the  way,  could  also 
apply  to  putting  your  hand  in  fire 
and  seeing  how  long  you  can 
keep  it  in  without  screaming.” 
-Nafkote  Tamirat,  II 


Not  a  Sport 

“There  isn’t  much  skill  involved. 
Falling  with  a  backpack  isn’t  a 
sport.” 

-Paul  Moore,  III 

Sport 

“Definitely.  One  needs  to  be  in 
good  physical  condition  and  if 
you  screw  up,  then  you  turn  into 
a  pancake.” 

-Frankline  Ho,  III 


Spotlight 


Alexandra  Allukian 


By  Rebecca  Greening,  I 

News  Editor 

The  Class  of  2003’s  “Most 
Athletic  Female”  award  certainly 
went  to  the  right  person.  Yet,  it  is 
not  this  award  that  I  think  of  when 
I  think  about  Alex  Allukian; 
instead,  I  think  about  the  6-year- 
old  girl  that  I  went  to  first  grade 
with  who  always  had  skinned 
knees  and  busted  lips  from  being 
the  most  active  kid  around.  Alex 
is  one  of  a  long  line  of  athletic 
Allukians  to  pass  through  the 
halls  of  Latin  and  she  has  only 
continued  to  uphold  the 
reputation  of  her  successful 
siblings.  Alex  is  one  of  the  most 
talented  athletes  to  ever  grace 
our  sports  teams. 

Alex  has  been  leading 
many  Latin  teams  to  victory, 
including  the  Varsity  Soccer 
team,  the  Varsity  Basketball 
team,  and  the  Varsity  Track 
team.  Alex  is  co-captain  of  the 
soccer  team  and  co-captain  of 
the  basketball  team. Throughout 
Alex’s  years  as  a  member  of 
these  teams  she  has  amassed 
a  number  of  awards.  The  Dual 
County  Basketball  League 
named  Alex  MVP  of  the  year  and 
the  leading  scorer  for  2001- 
2002,  as  well  as  keeping  her  on 
their  All-Star  team  for  the  fourth 
consecutive  season.  She  was 
also  named  the  MVP  for  our 
Latin  Varsity  basketball  team  for 
two  seasons  (2000-2002).  In 
addition  to  the  awards  that  have 
come  from  playing  at  Latin,  Alex 
was  a  member  of  the  City  of 
Boston  team  that  won  the 
national  championships  at  the 
U.S.  Basketball  Youth  Games  in 
2000  and  was  named  an  All-Star 
in  the  Boston  Neighborhood 
Basketball  League  for  four 
seasons. 

After  her  many  years  of 
playing  for  Latin,  a  single 
memory  stands  out  to  Alex  as 
her  best  athletic  moment:  “When 
I  was  moved  up  to  the  Varsity 
basketball  team  in  eighth  grade 
for  the  state  tournament  playoff 
game  against  Methuen,  where  I 
was  assigned  to  guard 
Methuen’s  senior  leading  scorer 
and  kept  her  to  only  scoring  four 
points.”  Alex’s  teammates  have 
only  the  highest  respect  for  her. 
As  her  basketball  teammate 
Katie  McDonald(ll)  says,  “Alex 
truly  is  a  great  teammate  and  let 
her  playing  speak  for  itself.  She 
uses  her  experience  to  lead  the 
team  to  victory.  There  is  never  a 
dull  moment  when  Alex  is 
around.” 

Her  younger  brother  Nate 
is  following  close  behind  to  pick 
up  the  Allukian  legacy,  but  in  the 
meantime  the  girls’  teams  will 
lose  a  great  leader  and 
teammate.  Alex  plans  to 
continue  playing  basketball  and 
soccer  in  the  future  and  no  doubt 
will  be  a  most  valuable  asset  to 
any  team. 
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